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​​Of Squirrels and Stampedes
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Frankie Fizzlebottom stared out his bedroom window, chin in hand, looking every bit like a 15-year-old philosopher who had tragically discovered that life was, in fact, boring. Below him, Plunkettville ticked along as it always did: Mrs. Crabblesworth was sculpting her hedge into yet another flamingo (she called it her “signature species”), Mr. Jorgenson was being walked by his overly enthusiastic schnauzer, and the Jenkins twins were halfway through their daily argument about whose turn it was to mow the lawn.

Frankie sighed, so loud and dramatic that Kevin, his goldfish, gave him a wide-eyed, watery side-eye.

“This town is a creativity vacuum,” Frankie muttered, flipping open his prized possession: his “Totally Brilliant Plans” notebook. The cover was adorned with doodles of rocket ships, dragons, and what appeared to be a top-hat-wearing squirrel.

He skimmed through the pages of half-baked ideas—“Invent edible hats,” “Train raccoons to run a circus,” “Rebrand broccoli as ‘Tree Nuggets’”—until he landed on one that made him pause.

“Squirrel Pizza Delivery,” he read aloud. Beneath the title was a crude sketch of a squirrel holding a pizza box in its tiny paws, with the note: “Because who doesn’t want their pizza delivered by a squirrel???”

Frankie grinned like a mad scientist unveiling his latest creation. “This... this is my magnum opus.”

🐄 🐄 🐄

An hour later, Frankie stood in Plunkettville Park, armed with a red wagon full of supplies: a bag of mixed nuts, a toy drone duct-taped to a miniature pizza box, a whistle, and an unreasonable amount of optimism.

“Alright, troops,” he announced, addressing a gathering of squirrels who had been lured in purely by the promise of free snacks. Most were nibbling on the nuts he’d scattered, but Frankie chose to believe they were listening attentively.

“Today, we embark on a groundbreaking mission,” he declared, pacing in front of them like he was delivering a TED Talk. “We will revolutionize the pizza delivery industry. We will—hey, stop chewing on the drone!” He waved his arms at one particularly bold squirrel, who was determined to obliterate the duct tape with its teeth.

The squirrels stared at him, their tiny faces blank.

Frankie blew his whistle. “Okay, team-building exercise! When I blow this, you’ll—”

Before he could finish, a rogue squirrel—later immortalized as “Nutty McNutface”—snatched the bag of nuts from Frankie’s hand with the speed and precision of a ninja. The rest of the squirrels, apparently inspired by Nutty’s audacity, swarmed the wagon like tiny, furry pirates.

“Hey! No! That’s my pizza box!” Frankie yelped as another squirrel dragged the box across the grass with a mix of determination and spite.

What followed could only be described as a scene from a nature documentary gone horribly wrong.

🐄 🐄 🐄

The squirrel rebellion spilled into Main Street, where the annual Plunkettville Cow Parade was unfolding in its usual small-town glory. Cows adorned with flower garlands and straw hats plodded down the street as the townsfolk cheered and waved.

The peace lasted approximately five more seconds.

A furry, chaotic wave of squirrels surged into the parade, turning it into a stampede of hooves and panic. Bessie, the town’s prized dairy cow, let out a bellow of pure bovine terror and bolted. Soon, every cow in the parade was running, scattering garlands, hats, and horrified spectators in all directions.

🐄 🐄 🐄

Meanwhile, Frankie was cornered behind a food truck, clutching an empty pizza box like a shield. Nutty McNutface stood a few feet away, peanuts in hand, looking every inch the victorious warlord.

“This is fine,” Frankie muttered, though he was inexplicably covered in pizza sauce. “This is all part of the plan.”

“Sure it is,” came a voice.

Frankie looked up to see Beef McCafferty standing there, arms crossed, her expression a mix of exasperation and mild amusement.

“Let me guess,” she said, surveying the chaos. “Your ‘Totally Brilliant Plans’ notebook strikes again?”

Frankie grinned sheepishly. “You have to admit, it’s kind of... exciting?”

“Exciting isn’t the word I’d use.” Beef grabbed him by the arm and began dragging him out of the squirrel war zone. “Come on. Let’s get you out of here before they start demanding ransom.”

🐄 🐄 🐄

By the time Mayor Gladys Butterbean arrived, the damage was catastrophic. The Cow Parade was in shambles, the town square was littered with flower garlands and squirrel footprints, and Bessie was nowhere to be seen.

​Mayor Butterbean stomped onto the scene, wearing a red sash declaring her a COWTASTIC LEADER and a megaphone in her hand. “Who is responsible for this?!” she bellowed, though she was standing all of three feet from Frankie and Beef. 

Frankie raised a hand weakly. “Uh... hi?”

Butterbean turned her megaphone on him. “Fizzlebottom! This is the third time this month you’ve disrupted a town event! First the pancake breakfast, then the knitting circle—”

“That was a misunderstanding,” Frankie interjected.

“—and now the Cow Parade! You’re banned from all future town events, effective immediately!”

“You can’t ban me from the entire town!” Frankie protested.

“Oh yes, I can!” Butterbean yelled, shaking her megaphone for emphasis. “Not on my watch!”

As the mayor stormed off, Frankie slumped against a lamppost, sighing dramatically.

“This town is hopeless,” he said. “Nothing ever happens here. It’s a wasteland of boredom and mediocrity.”

Beef raised an eyebrow. “You literally just caused a squirrel stampede.”

Frankie ignored her, raising his arms to the sky in a theatrical gesture. “I wish something exciting would happen in Plunkettville. Something big. Something amazing. Something so spectacular that people will write ballads about it!”

High above Plunkettville, a single, glittering star twinkled.

But Frankie didn’t notice. He was too busy prying a peanut out of his hair.
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​​Enter Sparklepaws
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Frankie and Beef sat in the dimly lit garage that Frankie pretentiously referred to as his “Innovation Station.” It was less of a station and more of a graveyard for half-finished inventions: a bicycle powered by soda cans, a toaster that recited affirmations, and a life-sized papier mâché velociraptor named “Steve” loomed in the corner. The beanbag chair in the middle of the room had congealed into a shape that could only be described as “ominous.”

“You know,” Beef said, leaning on the workbench, “I think you’ve officially broken a world record. Most consecutive catastrophes caused by a single person in a single month.”

“Do they give out trophies for that?” Frankie asked, sprawled on a chair that had lost one of its wheels and was now perpetually tilted at an angle that screamed “health hazard.”

“No,” Beef replied, “but they probably give out restraining orders.”

Frankie sighed, throwing his arms over the back of the chair like a melodramatic poet in the throes of despair. “This town is suffocating me. It’s like living in a snow globe where it never snows, but someone keeps shaking it, anyway.”

Beef raised an eyebrow. “That’s... weirdly specific.”

“Point is,” Frankie continued, ignoring her, “I wished for something exciting to happen. Something big. Something legendary.”

He gestured dramatically toward the ceiling, knocking over a precariously balanced stack of duct tape rolls in the process.

“Legendary, like the time you got your head stuck in a traffic cone?” Beef asked.
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