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[image: ]


There is little firm internal evidence to help us to determine when and where the apostle wrote this letter. At some point disturbing news reached him that many linked with the churches in Galatia were being led astray by teachers who had come from Jerusalem. It may be that the letter was written during his long stay at Ephesus (Acts 19:8-10). The apostle reminds the Galatians of his infirmity of the flesh, and despite this, how they received him as an angel of God. Indeed, they would have plucked out their own eyes, and given them to him (Gal.4:13-15).

The news regarding the defections in Galatia is most likely to have reached the apostle at Ephesus, shortly after his second visit to Galatia. There are certain points of similarity between this letter and the one written to the Romans, and some commentators are of the view that both letters were written from Corinth and about the same time. The fundamental truth of justification by faith, and not by the works of the law, is emphasized in both letters. On a personal note, the apostle drew attention of the Galatians to the large letters, or size of the characters, in which he wrote with his own hand (Gal.6:11).

As a postscript to this letter, the apostle adds the poignant note, “From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear branded on my body the marks of Jesus” (Gal.6:17). He refers to the scars of the wounds made upon the body of a slave by the branding-iron, by which he was marked as belonging to his Master. This is one of the few instances when the apostle uses the title Jesus. Paul bore in his body the scars of the wounds suffered for the sake of Jesus, and these marks testified to whom he belonged.
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Gal.1:1,2
It seems that the apostleship of Paul was challenged frequently by Judaizing teachers and others, and Paul had to defend himself and the divine character of his apostleship, as he did in 1 Cor.9, and elsewhere, even before the Corinthians and others who were the fruit of his work. Here he declares he was not an apostle either from men, as having been sent by men, or through man, as though man had had anything to do with his being constituted an apostle. His apostleship was through Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead. Paul was an apostle of the risen Christ, not like the twelve whom the Lord called and named apostles during His lifetime. He describes himself as one born out of due time. In addressing the Galatian churches Paul joins all the brethren that were with him, although he does not name who these were. The Roman province of Galatia included the regions of Pisidia and Lycaonia. Four churches in Galatia are known to us, Antioch in Pisidia, and Iconium, Lystra and Derbe in Lycaonia (Acts 13:20-23). Note the difference between Antioch of Pisidia (Acts 13:14), and Antioch in Syria (Acts 11:19-30).
Gal.1:3,4,5
Paul salutes these churches of God with grace and peace from the Father and the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and says that the Lord gave Himself for our sins. Though some authorities give Gk. huper (for), the preposition which Paul uses in 1 Cor.15:3, which means “over” in a substitutionary way, there seems little doubt that Gk. peri, which means “concerning” or “respecting”, is the word Paul uses here. John, in 1 Jn 2:2; 1 Jn 4:10, uses Gk. peri in the words, “the propitiation for our sins.” The object here stated why the Lord gave Himself for our sins was not to take us to heaven, but to deliver us out of the present evil age. Here divine deliverance is in view in the sacrifice of Christ, like the deliverance effected for Israel through the blood of the Passover lamb of old. This deliverance to be effected through the Lord’s death is according to the will of God. It is one thing to be a believer in Christ, but it is something more to be a separated believer. A believer, if he would please God, cannot continue to walk as he once did according to the course (age) of this world (Eph.2:2). God’s will is that he should be delivered out of it. Believers have been taken out of the world (Jn 17:6), which it is our privilege to acknowledge, and are sent back into the world (Jn 17:18) to be witnesses for Christ. Hence it was that churches of God were established as centres of divine testimony, from which there was to be sounded out the word of the Lord (1 Thess.1:8). This testimony cannot be maintained in effectiveness if believers are not delivered from the world, from its ways and works, its purposes and plans. Some seek to flee from the world into religious houses, to become monks and nuns, only to find that they are far from being free from the corruptions of the world there. This kind of supposed deliverance from the world is not according to the will of God. There were neither monks nor nuns among the apostles and the early saints. These are to be found not only in Christendom, but amongst Buddhists, etc., also.
Gal.1:6,7
Paul here plunges at once into the trouble which was affecting the Galatian churches, that of the teaching of the Judaizers who were perverting the gospel of Christ. They were seeking to add circumcision to the work of Christ as necessary to salvation, to join faith and works, to amalgamate law and grace. As Paul yielded not an inch to the same sort of people at Antioch (Acts 15:1, 2; Gal.2:6), he advances here to join battle again with all his might against the same teaching. He marvels that the Galatians are so quickly removing or changing from God who called them in the grace of Christ (Eph.2:7,8). They were showing a disposition to change over to a different gospel (Gk. heteros, another of a different kind), which he says is not another gospel (Gk. allos, another of the same kind), for there cannot be two gospels of the same kind. Hence he accuses those who were troubling the churches of Galatia with perverting the gospel of Christ.
Gal.1:8,9
These are strong, yet excellent, words of a strong man valiant for truth. He saw that in a Judaized gospel the salvation of countless myriads of human souls was at stake, and consequently there could be no quarter given to those who chose to preach a gospel other than that which he had preached to the Galatians. Let angels as well as himself be accursed, with the Judaizers, if they dare to preach any other gospel than that of free grace, and by faith alone. Christian works have their place after salvation from the penalty of sin has been known and received, but are not accessory to faith for salvation. A combination of faith and works is a devil’s gospel. In a word it means that the work of Christ is not all-sufficient to save human souls from sin and hell.
Gal.1:10
Whom was Paul persuading? and whom was he pleasing in his preaching of the gospel? The answer to the first question is given in 2 Cor.5:11: “Knowing therefore the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made manifest unto God.” The answer to the second is in the verse itself, “If I were still pleasing men, I should not be a servant of Christ.” Once he pleased the men of the Jewish nation, the chief priests and the Pharisees, who saw in the zeal of this young Benjamite and Pharisee one who would promote Jewish interests to the fullest extent in his power, but their hopes faded when he was found in the ranks of the hated Nazarene. From then on his purpose was to please the Lord who had saved and called him to His service.
Gal.1:11,12
“My gospel,” as he calls the gospel in Rom.16:25, was a gospel which was revealed to him by Jesus Christ. This is plainly seen in the historical account of Paul’s conversion in Acts 9, for, in verse 20, we are told that “straightway in the synagogues he proclaimed Jesus, that He is the Son of God.” Shortly after that he went away into Arabia (Gal.1:17), there, no doubt, to receive further revelations from the Lord as to his work and ministry. His gospel, therefore, was not after man. He did not receive it from man, nor was he taught it by any of the other apostles. As was his conversion, which was the result of the direct intervention of the Lord, who stopped him on his persecuting way near to Damascus, so also the gospel which he preached came to him directly from the Lord.
Gal.1:13,14
Divine Revelation is here contrasted with Paul’s manner of life in the Jews’ religion in which he had had a good schooling. After he had left Tarsus in Cilicia, where he was a citizen of no mean city, he came to Jerusalem, where he sat as a student at the feet of the great Gamaliel (Acts 22:3; Acts 5:34). The Jews’ religion was not the strict adherence to the law of Moses; it was a mixture of the law and the interpretations and traditional teachings of the elders (Matt.15:1-9). These traditional teachings in many things made void the word of God, and this resulted in their vain worship of God. Paul was more zealous than young men of his own age, and was no doubt a brilliant scholar of Jewish learning. He became a fiery, religious bigot, a persecutor of the disciples of the Lord. It says, “Saul laid waste the church (of God in Jerusalem), entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison” (Acts 8:3). Need we say that it was not the Church which is Christ’s Body that he laid waste and made havock of, which cannot be laid waste, but the church of God in Jerusalem could.
Gal.1:15,16,17
The word Aphorizo, to separate, which means “to describe limits, to set apart, to choose,” is used three times of Paul. In Rom.1:1, he calls himself “a called apostle, separated unto the gospel of God.” Here in the above quotation, he says that God separated him to this work, even from his mother’s womb. Then in Acts 13:2, the Holy Spirit said, “Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.” In 2 Tim.1:8,9, he goes far beyond birth when he speaks of what God had purposed regarding his and Timothy’s ministry, when he says, “God; who saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus




d2d_images/cover.jpg
HAYES
PRESS

GAL.

NOTES ON

THE EPISTLE
TO THE
GALATIANS

JOHN MILLER





d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





