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    All the glory to my Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. To my wife, Lynette, and to my son, Zandre, a glorious and eternal home awaits us one day.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "I seek a place that can never be destroyed, one that is pure, and that fadeth not away, and it is laid up in heaven, and safe there, to be given, at the time appointed, to them that seek it with all their heart. Read it so, if you will, in my book."― John Bunyan, The Pilgrim's Progress
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Not escapists, nor settlers
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For a Christian, to be a pilgrim means to live in this world while recognising that it is not your ultimate home. A pilgrim is someone on a journey toward a final destination. Scripture uses this imagery to describe believers who belong to the Kingdom of God but are temporarily living on earth.

The idea begins with the great heroes of faith. Hebrews 11:13-16 says they "admitted that they were foreigners and strangers on earth." Although Abraham lived in Canaan, he knew he was ultimately looking "for the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God" (Hebrews 11:10). His tents reminded him that this world was temporary. Christians are called to have the same perspective.

Peter also addresses believers as "sojourners and pilgrims" (1 Peter 2:11). Because we are pilgrims, we must resist becoming attached to the sinful values of the world. Peter urges Christians to abstain from fleshly desires because they wage war against the soul. A pilgrim does not adopt the customs of every place he passes through if they conflict with the values of his true homeland.

Jesus reinforced this truth when He said, "My kingdom is not of this world" (John 18:36). Christians live under earthly governments, work ordinary jobs, raise families, and contribute to society, but their highest allegiance belongs to Christ. Their identity is not ultimately found in nationality, wealth, career, or political movements, but in being citizens of heaven (Philippians 3:20).

Being a pilgrim also means walking by faith rather than by sight. The journey is often difficult. There are deserts, valleys, persecution, disappointments, and spiritual battles. Yet, like the Israelites travelling toward the Promised Land, believers keep moving because they trust God's promises. The Christian life is not a destination of comfort but a pilgrimage of transformation, where God shapes His people into the likeness of Christ.

A pilgrim's mindset has several practical characteristics:

• Hope instead of despair, because eternity is certain.

• Holiness instead of compromise, because we represent another Kingdom.

• Contentment instead of materialism, because earthly possessions are temporary.

• Faithfulness instead of conformity, because our King is Christ.

• Perseverance instead of giving up, because the journey has a glorious end.

Ultimately, the Christian pilgrimage ends not in death, but in homecoming. Revelation 21–22 describes the New Heaven and New Earth, where God dwells with His people forever. Every step of the believer's journey is leading toward that eternal city.

As the old Christian hymn beautifully puts it: This world is not my home; I'm just a-passing through. That captures the heart of biblical pilgrimage. Christians are not escapists who neglect the world, nor are they settlers who make this world their permanent home. They are faithful ambassadors of Christ, journeying through this present age with their eyes fixed on Jesus (Hebrews 12:1-2). 
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Part One – The Pilgrim’s Calling

Strangers and Sojourners
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From the moment we are born again, something profound changes. We may continue to live in the same house, work in the same profession, and walk the same streets, but our citizenship has changed. Heaven has become our homeland, and earth has become the place through which we travel. This is the great paradox of the Christian life: we are fully present in this world, yet we no longer belong to it.

One of the greatest tragedies of the modern Church is that many believers have forgotten they are pilgrims. Instead of seeing themselves as travellers on a journey, they have become settlers. They build their hopes upon earthly success, seek comfort above holiness, and pursue security rather than the Kingdom of God. The eternal has been exchanged for the temporary. The pilgrimage has become a permanent residence.

Yet Scripture consistently describes God’s people in different terms. Abraham confessed that he was a stranger in the land God had promised him. Moses chose the reproach of Christ over the treasures of Egypt. David admitted that he was “a stranger before You, a sojourner, as all my fathers were” (1 Chronicles 29:15). Peter addressed believers as “strangers and pilgrims” (1 Peter 2:11), while the writer of Hebrews declared that the faithful “confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth” (Hebrews 11:13).

This language is not poetic exaggeration; it is the Christian’s identity.

A stranger is someone living outside his homeland. A sojourner is one who resides temporarily in a foreign place without making it his permanent home. A pilgrim is someone traveling toward a sacred destination. These three ideas combine beautifully to describe every follower of Jesus Christ. We are strangers because our true citizenship is in heaven. We are sojourners because our time here is temporary. We are pilgrims because we are journeying toward the eternal Kingdom of God.

This truth reshapes every area of life. The pilgrim views possessions differently. Houses, vehicles, careers, titles, wealth, and earthly achievements are received as gifts from God, but they are never mistaken for ultimate treasures. The pilgrim holds them with open hands, knowing that none of them can accompany him into eternity.

The pilgrim also views suffering differently. Trials are no longer meaningless interruptions but part of the journey God uses to prepare His children for glory. Every hardship becomes another step toward the Father’s house.

Likewise, success is redefined. The world measures greatness by influence, wealth, recognition, and power. The Kingdom measures greatness by faithfulness, obedience, humility, and love. Pilgrims are not called to impress the world but to please their King.

Jesus Himself embodied this pilgrim life. Though He was the eternal Son of God, He entered the world as One who had “nowhere to lay His head” (Matthew 8:20). He lived among humanity without seeking earthly prestige or political power. Every step of His earthly ministry was directed toward accomplishing the Father’s will. If the Master walked as a pilgrim, His disciples cannot expect another path.

The apostle Paul understood this deeply. Writing from prison, uncertain whether he would live or die, he declared, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21). Such words only make sense from the perspective of a pilgrim. Death was not defeat; it was homecoming. Life was not about accumulating earthly rewards but about faithfully completing the journey Christ had entrusted to him.

Our greatest danger is not persecution but forgetfulness. When we forget our identity, we begin to invest all our hopes in a world that is passing away. We become anxious about temporary losses, consumed by temporary pleasures, and devastated by temporary disappointments. We begin living as though this present age were all there is.

But Scripture calls us to lift our eyes. The New Testament continually points believers beyond the horizon of this present world. Paul reminds us, “Our citizenship is in heaven” (Philippians 3:20). Peter tells us to “set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:13). The writer of Hebrews urges us to run with endurance because Jesus has already entered the heavenly sanctuary before us (Hebrews 12:1–2).

The Christian pilgrimage is therefore not an escape from earthly responsibility. Pilgrims work diligently, love their families, serve their communities, seek justice, and proclaim the gospel. But they do so with their hearts anchored elsewhere. They use the world without becoming enslaved by it. They bless the cities in which they dwell while longing for the City whose Builder and Maker is God.

This tension defines the Christian life. We are in the world, but not of it (John 17:14–16). We love people without loving the world’s rebellion. We engage culture without surrendering to its values. We participate in society while remembering that our highest allegiance belongs to Jesus Christ.

Every generation must choose whether it will become comfortable settlers or faithful pilgrims. The Church is always strongest when she remembers that she is travelling. Revival has often been accompanied by a renewed awareness of eternity, holiness, and the coming Kingdom. Decline begins when believers become comfortable in Babylon, forgetting that they are citizens of Zion.

The pilgrim’s eyes are fixed on the horizon. He knows that every sunrise brings him one day closer to seeing the face of Christ. Every act of obedience, every sacrifice, every trial faithfully endured, and every step taken in faith is bringing him nearer to his eternal home.

One day the journey will end. Faith will become sight. Hope will become reality. The tents of pilgrimage will give way to the everlasting dwelling of God with His people. The exile will be over. The stranger will finally be home.

Until that day, the Church walks forward—not aimlessly, not fearfully, but confidently—following the Lamb wherever He leads.

The Pilgrim’s Reflection

ASK YOURSELF:

• Have I become too comfortable in this world?

• What am I investing in that has eternal value?

• Does my life reflect that my true citizenship is in heaven?

• If Christ were to return today, would He find my heart longing for Him or clinging to this present age?

Walking Orders

THIS WEEK, INTENTIONALLY hold something you value with open hands. Whether it is your time, your possessions, your reputation, or your plans, surrender it afresh to Christ. Pray each morning:

“Lord Jesus, remind me today that I am Your pilgrim. Let my heart be set on Your Kingdom rather than the passing treasures of this world. Keep my eyes fixed on the City to come, and make me faithful until I reach home. Amen.”

This opening chapter establishes the foundational truth upon which the rest of the book rests: every believer’s identity is first and foremost that of a pilgrim; a citizen of heaven, journeying faithfully through a passing world toward the eternal presence of God.

Voices from the Journey

THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS (2nd Century): "They dwell in their own countries, but simply as sojourners... Every foreign country is their fatherland, and every fatherland is foreign."

One of the earliest descriptions of Christians captures the paradox of the pilgrim life: fully engaged in the world, yet never belonging to it.

Augustine: "Two cities have been formed by two loves: the earthly by the love of self... the heavenly by the love of God."

In The City of God, Augustine reminds believers that our deepest allegiance is not to the kingdoms of this world but to the eternal Kingdom of God.

John Calvin: "If heaven is our country, what else is the earth but our place of exile?"

Calvin calls Christians to hold earthly life lightly because our true inheritance is with Christ.

C. S. Lewis: "Aim at heaven and you will get earth 'thrown in'; aim at earth and you will get neither."

Lewis reminds pilgrims that eternal priorities give proper perspective to earthly life.

A Pilgrim's Prayer

HEAVENLY FATHER,

Thank You for calling me out of darkness into Your marvelous light and for making me a citizen of Your heavenly Kingdom through Jesus Christ. Though I walk through this world, remind me daily that this world is not my home. Guard my heart from becoming attached to the passing treasures of earth, and teach me to seek first Your Kingdom and Your righteousness.

Help me to live as a faithful stranger and sojourner, resisting the temptations of this age and refusing to conform to its values. When I am tempted to settle comfortably in a world that is passing away, awaken within me a deeper longing for the everlasting City whose Builder and Maker is You.

Grant me the courage of Abraham, who left the familiar at Your command; the perseverance of Moses, who chose the reproach of Christ over the treasures of Egypt; and the steadfast faith of all those who confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

Lord Jesus, keep my eyes fixed upon You, the Author and Perfecter of my faith. Walk before me as my Shepherd, strengthen me when the road grows difficult, correct me when I wander, and comfort me when I grow weary. May every step I take bring glory to Your name and bear witness that my true citizenship is in heaven.

Fill me with Your Holy Spirit so that my life may reflect the holiness, love, humility, and hope of Your Kingdom. Make me a faithful ambassador of Christ, shining as a light in a dark world until the day I see You face to face.

And when my pilgrimage is complete, welcome me into the home You have prepared, where I shall dwell with You forever and join the everlasting company of the redeemed in worshiping the Lamb who was slain.

Until that glorious day, keep me faithful on the journey, trusting in Your promises, following Your voice, and longing for the City that shall never pass away. In the name of Jesus Christ, my Savior, my Shepherd, and my King. Amen.
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Leaving Ur: the first step of faith
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“Now the Lord had said to Abram: ‘Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you.’” — Genesis 12:1

Every pilgrimage begins with a call. No one becomes a pilgrim by accident. There is always a divine summons that interrupts the ordinary course of life and beckons a person to something greater. For Abram, that call came while he was living in Ur of the Chaldeans—a prosperous, sophisticated city known for its wealth, commerce, and culture. By every worldly standard, Ur was a place where one could build a comfortable and secure life.

Yet God called Abram to leave it all behind.

Notice that God did not begin by telling Abram where he was going. He simply commanded, “Go...to a land that I will show you.” Faith, therefore, was not anchored in a map but in the One who was giving the directions.

This is how God often works. He reveals the next step before He reveals the entire journey.

Our natural inclination is to ask for details. We want certainty, guarantees, and carefully laid-out plans. But the life of faith is not built upon perfect information; it is built upon perfect trust in God’s character.

The pilgrim learns early that obedience often comes before understanding.

When Scripture records Abram’s departure from Ur, it is describing far more than a geographical relocation. God was calling Abram to leave behind an entire way of life.

Ur represented security. It represented familiarity. It represented identity. It represented the known. Leaving Ur meant surrendering control.

The Christian pilgrimage always begins this way. Christ calls people not merely to adopt a new religion but to abandon the old kingdom to which they once belonged. Conversion is an exodus. It is leaving the dominion of darkness and entering the Kingdom of God’s beloved Son (Colossians 1:13).

Every believer has an “Ur.” For some, it is a life dominated by ambition. For others, it is addiction, pride, bitterness, fear, self-reliance, or worldly success. For others still, it may even be religious tradition that has replaced genuine relationship with God.

Whatever competes with wholehearted devotion to Christ becomes an Ur that must be left behind.

Faith walks before it sees

HEBREWS EXPLAINS ABRAM’S journey with remarkable simplicity:

“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out...not knowing where he was going.” (Hebrews 11:8)

Those final words reveal the essence of biblical faith.  Not knowing. Modern culture celebrates certainty. God often cultivates trust through uncertainty. The Christian pilgrim frequently discovers that God’s guidance resembles a lantern more than a floodlight. It illuminates enough of the path for the next step but rarely the entire road.

Israel experienced this in the wilderness. The pillar of cloud moved one stage at a time. The disciples experienced it as they followed Jesus without fully understanding His mission. Paul experienced it as he was repeatedly redirected by the Holy Spirit.

God desires dependence more than independence.

The goal
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