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DEDICATION
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I dedicate this book to those who feel they can’t be any better because they come from a ragged background. You are about to experience much success and happiness. Hang in there, and don’t give up yet.
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CHAPTER ONE
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Nelson, a visionary, and energetic young man, was posted to Abandze which is a small town in the Central Region of Ghana for his National Service. His parents didn’t want him to leave but he pleaded to be allowed to have an experience of life away from home. Eventually, they gave in to their son’s demand and bade him goodbye as he left for Abandze. Although he had no experience as a teacher, Nelson hoped that he would excel in his new found role.

A few months after his arrival, Nelson met a beautiful damsel called Araba, who volunteered her free time in fetching water and cooking for him. A lot of observers thought Araba was one of his students but that was not the case. What Nelson had with her was a friendship that seemed to spring out of nowhere. Due to her humility and hard work, Nelson fancied the idea of marrying her someday after his National Service. It wasn’t long before it became an intense desire. So one evening, Nelson called for Araba and the two met under a huge mango tree behind Nelson’s room. It was there that he confessed his love for her and told her about his plans towards her. She gladly accepted Nelson’s half-baked
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proposal and left for her house with merry in her heart; her labour of love did not go unnoticed.

The hard part for Araba, however, was telling her father about Nelson’s proposal. She was worried about how he would respond given his austerity and quick temperedness. But she finally mustered courage to tell him. Agya Poku was incensed upon hearing the news and warned Araba not to visit Nelson any longer. In spite of his generosity and occasional jovialness, Agya Poku was famous for being one who didn’t make empty threats. That same night, he went to Nelson’s house and also warned him to stay away from his daughter.

When his father went to visit his friend in the neighboring village for a couple of days, Araba took advantage of the opportunity to visit Nelson. Agya Poku returned to hear rumors that his daughter had started visiting Nelson again. He angrily stormed into Nelson’s compound brandishing his cutlass. But for the intervention of a few elders within the neighbourhood, blood would have been shed that day. Nelson was alarmed at the turn of events so this time around, he decided to stay away from Araba for good.
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When the rich son of Agya Opuni showed interest in Araba, Agya Poku did not hesitate to welcome him and his kinsmen into his home for he saw that as a good opportunity to turn the fortunes of his family around and to take Araba’s mind off Nelson once and for all. Both families met and the date for the customary marriage was fixed. The news did not sit well with Nelson; he was heartbroken and decided to leave Abandze immediately. His National Service was over anyways. Nelson thanked the principal for his hospitality and boarded the late night bus to Tema. He didn’t inform his parents about his coming neither did he tell Araba about his departure.

Araba learned about Nelson’s departure the following day and she cried bitterly. Agya Poku counseled her with his favorite, “I told you so” quote. Araba started feeling dizzy and weak suddenly so she went to the community health centre where she found that she was pregnant. The news about her pregnancy spread like wildfire in the community. No one knew who the whisperer was neither did they care. Soon, it was the open secret that everyone knew but pretended otherwise. Her marriage was called off as Agya Opuni was not ready to welcome a woman with child into his family. Agya Poku pleaded to no avail. His opportunity
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for a change in fortune was gone. Araba continued to stay in her father’s house and later gave birth to a beautiful baby and named her Hannah.

Life was tough for the family because they lived in extreme poverty, thus baby Hannah was deprived of a lot of basic necessities. Hannah, though an illiterate, grew into a gorgeous young girl and stayed in Abandze with her grandfather and her mother. Agya Poku was, however, too old to work and Araba was in ill health leaving all the burden of livelihood on Hannah’s young shoulders. She had to find a lucrative job to support her sick mother and her old grandfather. So with her mother’s support, she went to the city in search of a job. She ended up as a maid in the home of a happily married couple with children. Hannah humbled herself and persevered through all the abuses she suffered at the hands of her mistress. Unlike his wife and children, her master was affectionate towards her which brought her much comfort.
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CHAPTER TWO
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When Hannah arrived at Abandze for a visit after nearly two years of working in the city, she realized that her mother’s condition had worsened. The money she had saved was not enough for her mother’s treatment. She didn’t know who to turn to. Her last straw of hope was her master, back in the city. Thus, she cut short her visit and headed to her master’s home to request a salary advance. Although her master tried to help her, his wife objected and urged him to pay her only at the end of the month, as was their agreement. He, however, disregarded his wife’s counsel and gave Hannah the amount she requested to take her mother to the hospital. Hannah joyfully thanked him and sent the money home for her mother’s treatment. When Hannah returned to work, her mistress furiously warned her to stay away from her husband because she felt he was giving her too much attention as deserving of an ordinary maid. Hannah endured much hatred from her mistress and her children.

In the course of time, Hannah’s master became very sick and had to be hospitalized. After much examination, the clinician reported that he needed immediate blood transfusion. Surprisingly, his wife and children refused to donate blood
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claiming that the procedure was painful. They instead sought for a way to get someone else to donate blood. The obvious person they could turn to was Hannah. After going through the
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