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Chapter 1: A Shaky Sound
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The sun was warm and golden in

Friendship Park. Molly, Jake, Sophie,

and Ben were playing a fast game of

tag. They ran across the green grass

and laughed together.

Suddenly, Molly stopped running near

a giant oak tree. She held up her hand

to signal for silence. Her three friends

froze in place to see what was wrong.
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"Did you hear that?" Molly whispered

softly. She tilted her head to listen

closely to the wind. Her friends

gathered around her in the quiet park.

A very faint and shaky sound drifted

through the air. It came from beneath

the thick roots of the old tree. It was a

tiny, lonely meow.
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Jake and Ben knelt down on the soft

grass. They looked deep into the

shadows of the twisted roots. The

ground was cool and dark under the

tree.

Two wide, anxious green eyes peered

back at them. A small, scruffy face

moved slightly in the dirt. The little

creature was very still and very quiet.
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"It’s a kitten!" Jake exclaimed in a soft

voice. He leaned closer to the roots so

he could see better. The little animal

looked very small and lonely.

Patches was a patchwork of gray,

brown, and white fur. The kitten

stayed tucked away in the shadows.

He seemed unsure about his new

visitors.
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Chapter 2: The Hidden Treasure
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Sophie stepped forward and sat quietly

on the ground. She placed her woven

basket beside her on the grass. She did

not want to scare the kitten.

She spoke in a gentle, melodic voice.

She wanted the kitten to know they

were friends. They decided to call the

little kitten Patches.
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Patches let out another small, sad cry.

He curled his tiny tail tightly against

his body. The kitten was shivering

from the cool air.

Ben noticed how the breeze moved

through the park. The little kitten

huddled deeper into the dirt to stay

warm. He looked very cold and very

small.
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"He needs a warm place to stay,"

Molly said firmly. She patted the

pocket of her bright yellow rain

slicker. She wanted to help Patches

feel safe.

The four friends looked at each other

in the park. They knew they could not

leave him alone. They had to think of

a good plan together.

[image: ]​

​

Ben pushed his round glasses up his

nose. He looked around the park for

ideas. He saw twigs and leaves

scattered on the ground.

He suggested they use things from

their backpacks. They could build a

special shelter for Patches. Everyone

agreed it was a wonderful idea.
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