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			Dedication

			
		
    Matthew 19:13. Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should lay his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. And he laid his hands on them and departed from there.
The main difficulty for children to come to Christ often lies with their friends. Their parents or other relatives think they are too young and discourage them. Oh, that we all had a correct idea of the possibility of the conversion of little children; indeed, not only of the possibility, but that we would look for it, watch for it, and encourage little children to come to Christ! You know that, in the parable I am going to read next, we are told that the householder "went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard." What a privilege it is to be brought to Christ early in the morning, that is, when we are still children.
Here are thirteen quotes from Spurgeon on godly parenting.
 
1. As soon as a child is capable of being lost, he is capable of being saved.
2. "Whether or not we teach the truth to young Christians, the devil will undoubtedly teach them error."
3. Children will imitate their parents in their vices, seldom in their repentance.
4. "Some of the worst of men have been the children of godly parents."
5. "If we never have headaches in reproving our children, we shall have many headaches when they grow up."
6. "We must not expect to see our children blessed unless we ourselves grow up in grace."
7. "What a blessing to have our sons enlisted in the army of Christ!"
8. "If you want eminent men in the Church of God, look for them among the converted in youth."
9. "I hope we seldom bow the knee without praying for our children."
10. "You cannot pray for your children if you do not pray for yourselves.
11. "It is not your instruction that can save the souls of your children; it is the blessing of God the Holy Spirit that accompanies your efforts."
12. "I know it is not very easy to preach Christ to the children, but there is nothing else worth preaching,"
13. "Give us the first seven years of a child, with God's grace, and we will defy the world, the flesh, and the devil."
 
 
 
— Charles Spurgeon 

      

    



  	
        
            
            "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."- Jesus (Matthew 19:14)
"For the faith sown in young hearts today will be the light that guides the world tomorrow."
When Jesus spoke these words more than two thousand years ago, he was revealing an eternal truth: children are not only the future, but also the present of God's kingdom. Their hearts, open and receptive, have a unique capacity to receive the seeds of God's Word. And it is precisely in that innocence, in that genuine curiosity, that we find an extraordinary opportunity to shape lives and transform generations.
Teaching a child about God is not simply passing on ancient stories or moral principles; it is opening a door to a personal encounter with the Creator. It is to show them that God is alive, that He loves them deeply and that His Word has answers for every situation they will face in life. Every Bible story-from the creation of the world to the resurrection of Christ-contains a powerful truth that can resonate in a child's heart and accompany them throughout their life.
But teaching children is not just a responsibility; it is a privilege. When we share the Scriptures with them, we are participating in something much bigger than ourselves. We are building spiritual foundations that will withstand storms, guiding little ones toward an authentic relationship with God. We are sowing seeds that, though we may not always see blossom immediately, will one day bear abundant fruit.
This book was born with that purpose in mind: to provide a practical tool for those who have the noble calling of teaching the Bible to children. Through more than 180 Bible stories, we want to help you present the timeless truths of Scripture in a clear, accessible, and relevant way. Each introduction and application is designed so that you can share God's Word without complication, focusing on the essential: connecting children to the love and wisdom of the Lord.
Remember this: when you teach a child about God, you are not only changing their life, but also the world around them. The values they learn today-love, forgiveness, kindness, trust in God-will be the same ones they carry with them as they grow into leaders, parents, friends and disciples. The faith you sow in them today can become the light that enlightens others tomorrow.
So, dear reader, we invite you to dive into these pages with a willing heart and an open mind. May each story inspire you to share the gospel creatively and effectively, knowing that what you do has an eternal impact. For, as the psalmist said, "The righteous will flourish like the palm tree; they will grow like the cedar in Lebanon. Planted in the house of the Lord, they shall flourish in the courts of our God" (Psalm 92:12-13).
May this book be a tool in your hands to fulfill that sacred purpose. Go ahead, teacher, parent or leader! The kingdom of heaven belongs to those who are like these little ones. And you have the privilege of leading them to Him.
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General Introduction
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An Inspiring Guide for Sunday School Teachers

Teaching the Bible is a noble and transformative task. As Sunday School teachers, you have the privilege of sowing seeds of faith, hope, and love in the hearts of children, youth, and adults. However, we know that preparing weekly Bible lessons can be a challenge, especially when trying to balance the depth of the message with its practical application for daily life. That’s why we’ve created this Bible Stories Guide, a valuable resource with over 180 carefully selected and structured stories to help teachers inspire, instruct, and guide their students in their walk with God.

This guide is not just a collection of biblical narratives but a map that connects the eternal truths of Scripture with current needs and challenges. Each story includes a clear and simple outline , accompanied by practical reflections and applications that make teaching easier, regardless of the teacher’s level of experience. From Old Testament accounts, such as creation, the exodus, and the prophets, to the teachings and miracles of Jesus in the New Testament, each narrative is designed to lead the listener into a personal encounter with God.

Our goal is to provide tools that not only inform but also inspire action. By using this guide, teachers will be able to:

	Explore the historical and spiritual context of each story to better understand its original meaning.

	Connect Scripture with everyday life , helping students see how biblical truths are relevant today.

	Encourage active participation through reflective questions, practical activities, and contemporary examples.

	Strengthen the faith of their students by highlighting God’s promises, warnings, and teachings in each account.


We know that every group is unique, which is why this guide is designed to be flexible. Whether you’re teaching curious children, identity-seeking teenagers, or spiritually hungry adults, these stories can be adapted to meet the specific needs of your audience. Additionally, each outline includes ideas for introducing the story in an engaging way and closing it with a powerful application that will remain etched in the hearts of your students.

As teachers, you are instruments in God’s hands to shape lives and transform hearts. With this guide, we hope you feel equipped and motivated to share the eternal message of Scripture in a fresh, relevant, and purposeful way. May each story remind you that God’s Word is still “alive and powerful” (Hebrews 4:12 ), capable of changing lives and building communities.

Welcome to this journey of faith and teaching! May this guide be a source of inspiration for you and a means to touch the lives of those you serve. May God abundantly bless you as you share His truth with the world!

[image: image]
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​Series 1: Genesis

1 The Creation
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Teacher's Study: Genesis 1.1 to 31, 2.1 to 7

Reading with the class: Genesis 1.26 to 31, 2.1 to 7

Text to learn by heart - minors: Genesis 1.1; 

the elders: Hebrews 11.3

Introduction 

Today we will begin a series of lessons in the book of Genesis which, according to its name, (Genesis means beginnings) relates the beginning of many things: the heavens and the earth, the life of plants and animals, human life, sin, death, sacrifice etc., so that it has rightly been called the seedbed of the Bible. Under the inspiration of God, Moses wrote this book fifteen centuries before the birth of Jesus, but in spite of its antiquity, it always provides new teachings. 

The Creator 

The word create in the first verse has a much deeper meaning than the word do, as we will try to explain with the following example. If a teacher were to leave a pupil in an empty room until he created a crate, the child would be unable to comply with the teacher's order for a long time. On the other hand, if he were given a hammer, saw, nails and wood, he could easily do so. God, the Creator, brought this marvelous universe out of nothing by His Word alone; Hebrews 11:3. 

The second verse causes us admiration because it does not speak of beauty, but reveals a disordered and empty earth. It follows that after the primitive creation, some catastrophe took place, so that what is related to us in verses 3 to 31 is the work of restoration. Here the activities of six days are delineated: the first three were dedicated to the work of putting in order what was disorderly, and the last three to the work of filling what was empty. Let us note the work of each day.

The six days

On the first day the voice of God is heard so that disorder and darkness become light, the periods of day and night being constituted. Then, separating the waters from the earth and the waters from the clouds, that immense space called the heavens is made. For the third time the voice of the Creator is heard and the deep waters of the seas that covered the face of the whole earth are gathered together to bring the continents and islands into view. The earth is covered with a beautiful carpet of grass and adorned with flowers and trees. 

Then a marvelous system of light is installed: the sun, the moon and the stars, which, unlike the electric light in our houses, have been infallible throughout the centuries. Now on the fifth day, the air and the waters, hitherto uninhabited, receive their dwellers, for all kinds of birds fly in the skies and the sea is filled with fish. On the sixth day God makes the animals (how many can you name?) and at last forms man from the dust of the earth. He breathes into his nostrils the breath of life and places him in the Garden of Eden. This man, Adam, is made in the likeness of his Creator whom he is to serve and represent on earth. 

Application

We all owe our existence to God who is our Creator. When he formed the first man in his image, he breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, so that, if we have received our life in the form of God, our existence will be eternal. Therefore, what should concern everyone is where will he spend eternity, in heaven or hell?

In Genesis 1.2 we see the condition of every sinner, he is disorderly and full of darkness, but the same Spirit of God who operated in the work of restoration is the one who brings light, warmth and blessing.

Questions 


1 What is the difference between making and creating? 

2 Without having the materials, how did God create all things? 

3 Count what God did in the six days. 

4 In what way was the creation of Adam different 

of the creation of animals? 

5 Where did God put the first man? 
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2 The fall of man
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Teacher's study: Genesis 2.8 to 25, 3.1 to 24. 

Reading with the class: Genesis 3.1 to 19

Text to learn by heart - the minors: Romans 3.23; 

the elders: Romans 5.12

Introduction 

Last Sunday we saw the man placed in a beautiful garden that God Himself had planted. There were no thorns or thistles growing in the whole garden, and what is more important is that there was no sin there. Today we will see how all this was changed and learn the cause of the great change. 

The Garden of Eden 

How beautiful was the garden of Eden, where were all kinds of trees, pleasant to the sight and good for food! From it flowed a river whose waters supplied the moisture necessary for vegetation, and within its precincts could find habitation every animal of the field and every bird of the air. Surely no more beautiful place was to be found on the face of the earth. God also gave Adam a suitable companion, for the Creator said, "It is not good that the man should be alone. There in that paradise they dwelt in innocence. 

Satan enters the garden 

We do not know how long Adam and Eve lived in the Garden of Eden, rejoicing in all of God's blessings, before their tranquility was ruined by Satan's entrance. We should not imagine that the serpent he used was like the foul serpent we know today, for his present condition is the result of God's curse (v. 14). He is described as "more crafty than all the beasts of the field." 

The serpent begins by asking the woman about what God has said. Having caught her ear, the serpent tries to control her eye. We read that when she beheld the fruit, "it was pleasant to the eyes". The last step in the fall was when Satan was able to take possession of the hand. Throughout the centuries, this has been the method Satan has occupied, for he introduces doubts about God, makes sin seem desirable, and thus succeeds in making man sin. 

When Eve had partaken of the forbidden fruit, she persuaded Adam to do so. Immediately realizing their nakedness and taking advantage of the leaves of a fig tree, they made themselves aprons in order to clothe themselves. Frightened to feel that God was coming into the garden, they fled to hide among the trees, but God called out, "Where are you?" The poor man and his wife come out of their shelter, confess their sin, and after hearing the sentence of their Creator, are clothed by Him and driven from their home. 

Application

By a single act of disobedience on the part of the first man, sin entered the world and the results have been very serious. In this chapter we have read of fear, sorrows, curses, etc. Just as the first couple's efforts to clothe themselves failed, so the sinner's works do not make him fit for the presence of God, who demands a frank confession of sin. Just as God provided the garments of skins (v. 21) for Adam and Eve, He has provided salvation for the sinner through the sacrifice of His Son.

Questions 


1 What was God's warning to Adam concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? 

2 What did Satan say to the woman? 

3 In what way did Adam and Eve try to cover up their sin? 

4 How did God clothe them after He pronounced His curse for sin? 

5 What has God provided for the sinner? 
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3 Cain and Abel
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Study by the teacher: Genesis 4.1 to 17,25,26. 

Reading with the class: Genesis 4.1 to 17

Text to learn by heart - the minors: Hebrews 11.4a; 

the elders: Hebrews 11.4

Introduction 

When God expelled Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden, He did so not because He loved them less than before, but because, possessing the knowledge of good and evil, they could eat from the tree of life and live forever in their sins. By removing them from His presence, He could provide a way for them to approach Him as we will see in today's lesson.

The two sons 

We have already seen that Genesis is a book of principles. Today's story introduces us to the first family. You can easily name the parents, for up to this point the population of the world consisted of two persons. A son is born and they call him Cain, which means "Acquired", perhaps thinking that he was the seed that would bruise the head of the serpent (see 3.15). The second son is born and they name him Abel, but we are not told why he was given a name with such meanings as vapor or vanity. 

Nothing is said about the childhood of the children in this first home, but we can imagine many things. Surely the parents would tell them the story of the Garden of Eden, and perhaps they would see the robes of skins, the cherubim and the flaming sword. Then childhood passes; now the children are grown up and must work, so that Cain, who is interested in agriculture, becomes a tiller of the soil, and Abel, who loves animals more, becomes a shepherd. 

The two offerings 

Now it is our turn to contemplate the two young men on the day they appear before God. It is the most important day for a human being, since each one has to give an account to God, something that parents cannot do for their children. Cain and Abel recognize the true God, and both feel the desire to worship Him. It will be easy for those who have seen the beautiful and varied colors of the fruit in the marketplace to imagine how beautiful the altar of Cain, who for his offering has gathered from the best fruits of his field, would look. Instead, Abel brings a lamb, slits its throat, and places the bleeding victim on the stones that serve as an altar. 

In the act of killing this victim, Abel has confessed that he deserves to die for his sins, but he has placed before God an innocent substitute. God's fire falls and consumes the little animal, giving to understand that He is satisfied. But Cain's offering is the same as before, very beautiful, but not accepted by God. He has tried to approach the true God, but in a way that does not work, and he is rejected. How sad are the consequences! Cain gets very angry and kills his brother. 

Application 

In the world there are only two religions. In Cain we see an example of human religion, which relies on works, and results in perdition, while in Abel we have a picture of divine religion; it is by blood and saves the sinner with an eternal salvation. Which of the two men are we imitating? See Matthew 23:35 ("Abel the righteous") Hebrews 11:4, 1 John 3:12, Jude 11.

Questions 


1 What was Cain's occupation? 

2 What did he bring to offer to God? 

3 What did Abel offer on his altar? 

4 Why did God accept Abel's offering and not Cain's? 

5 What is the only sacrifice that can save the sinner? 
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4 The Flood
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Teacher's study: Genesis 6.1 to 22, 7.1 to 24, 8.1 to 14. 

Reading with the class: Genesis 6.13 to 22

Text to learn by heart - minors: Genesis 6.5; 

the elders: Hebrews 11.7

Introduction 

When God had finished creating the heavens, the earth and all things in them, he said that everything was good. We have already seen that by their disobedience Adam and Eve introduced sin into the world. This continued to develop until God said that "Every imagination of the thoughts of men's hearts was only evil continually." What a contrast this is to the primitive condition of the first couple!

Destruction is announced 

When God decided to bring a flood of waters upon the earth in order to punish human beings for their wickedness, He remembered a man who walked in obedience. To this man, Noah, God said, "Make you an ark of Gopher wood ... and behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the spirit of life ... and all that is in the earth shall die."

The plan of salvation

What is this ark of goffer wood? It is a divinely devised place of refuge for Noah, his family and animals of all kinds. God indicates the dimensions and the materials to be used, but will Noah carry all this out? It will take a great deal of faith to begin this work, for the ship will be large. He talks to his wife, tells her of the coming judgment and the salvation they can achieve. 

Being both determined to obey God, Noah goes out into the forest with his axe, and the thunder of the first tree falling is like a voice announcing judgment. "What are you doing, Noah?" asks a neighbor. "I am going to prepare a shelter in view of the flood to come," Noah replies. The neighbors begin to scoff, and even from afar many will come to see the ark that this madman (according to them) is building.
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The Flood 
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In his long patience, God has waited long, but when the ark is finally ready, Noah and his family enter, followed by the animals and birds, and God closes the door. A day passes without anything happening, and the people gathered outside entertain themselves by shouting their mockery at those inside. They continue like this until the seventh day when suddenly the skies darken with thick clouds and rain falls torrentially.

The rivers and lakes grow, but still the rains do not cease, but continue day after day until all the hills and mountains are covered with water. In the darkness and tempest every being outside the ark dies, but those inside are safe and sound, for not a drop of water has entered the ark. After forty days, the rains cease but a whole year before the earth is dry, purified from sin and uncleanness. How glad Noah and his people are when they see the rainbow and can go out and walk on the earth again, and still more glad to see the rainbow which was the promise that God would never again punish man with a flood!

Application

God never allows His judgment to fall upon a sinner without first giving a means of salvation. Every day Noah warned men of impending judgment, but they continued in their indifference. Perhaps the students have also heard many warnings about death and the day of judgment. Take advantage now of God's mercy, in the ark that is Jesus, and you will be saved, protected from the judgment to come. 

Questions 


1 Why did the flood come upon the earth? 

2 What plan of salvation did God devise? 

3 Describe what happened seven days before the rain started. 

4 Tell what happened to the people outside the ark. 

5 In what ways can we be inside the ark today? 
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5 The Tower of Babel
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Teacher's study: Genesis 8:15 to 22, 9:1 to 19, 11:1 to 9. 

Reading with the class: Genesis 11.1 to 9

Text to learn by heart - the minors: 2 Chronicles 25.8; 

the elders: 2 Peter 3.13

Introduction 

We have already seen how Noah and his family, after having spent more than a year in the ark, went out to enjoy God's blessings. Grateful, Noah builds an altar on which he offers sacrifices to Jehovah who, receiving them with pleasure, promises not to destroy all flesh with a flood. 

Man's responsibility 

In blessing Noah, God says to him, "Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth," so that man's duty was to populate the earth and live to the glory of his Maker who had shown him so much goodness. Further the Lord says to him, "I will surely require your life's blood, for he that sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God is man made." In this way God would make man see his dignity and superiority over the animals, warning that he would take revenge on anyone who killed his neighbor. 

Man's ambition

During the first three hundred years after the flood, human beings multiplied greatly, so that in chapter 10 there is a long list of names that teaches us about the descendants of the three sons of Noah. These, instead of separating in order to populate and subdue the earth, gathered in the valley of the Euphrates River where they wished to establish a permanent center. Noah, on leaving the ark, had built an altar to thank God for his care, but they did not even mention the name of God, much less did they intend to worship him or ask his direction in what they wished to do. 

In their rebellion, they oppose the will of the Lord so that what they say is as follows: "Let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth." It is easy to imagine what happened. Taking advantage of the clayey earth that abounded in those regions, they cut bricks, baked them in kilns, and using the bitumen they had on hand, they began construction. 

Archaeologists who have made large excavations in those lands tell us of a tower whose base occupies an entire block and has a height of approximately fifty meters. This was built in the same way as the tower of our chapter, that is to say, of baked bricks. Starting from the base, there are seven floors of different colors corresponding to the different planets to which they were dedicated, ending in a high tower. 

The confusion of men 

One day the builders are at the height of their work when God comes down to see the city and tower. No one notices that He is looking at them, but some singing and perhaps others blaspheming, they strive to bring up the bricks and bitumen. How proud they feel! Many houses have risen, the city is great, and the work of the tower goes on from day to day. No one thinks of God, much less of departing from the land of Shinar, but suddenly something so strange happens that it leaves everyone confused and alarmed. Perhaps the architect is talking to the builder in order to explain some detail when the builder looks at him with a strange expression. He does not understand what he has just told him. 

He begins to question the architect, but now the architect does not understand the words addressed to him either. What has happened? God has confused the tongues. In the tower the same thing is happening, for one worker asks for bricks and they give him bitumen; another asks for bitumen and they give him bricks. They are angry with one another, but they get nothing out of it, for no one understands his companion. Perplexed, they get down from the scaffolding to talk to the boss, but when they go to him, they realize that he doesn't understand them either, nor do they understand him.

Cracked, they leave the tower, and not only the tower, but they find it impossible to live together in the same city. Gathering in small groups that still understand each other, they separate, for they are already obliged to submit to the will of God. 

Application 

The heart of human beings is always evil and perverse, for although men still remembered the punishment that God sent in the days of Noah, they dared to disobey him. It is for this reason that Jesus says, "That which is born of the flesh is flesh ... you must be born again". In this lesson we have seen once again that God cannot overlook sin, and even when we do not realize it, He looks at us and hears us. 

On the other hand, we have much reason to thank God, for in spite of the many languages spoken in this sinful world, He has sent the gospel to us in our own language. By believing, we can be saved from the wrath to come (See Revelation 5.9). 

Questions 


1 After the flood, what did God want men to do?

2 In what way did humans show themselves to be rebellious?

3 Describe God's punishment of the builders.

4 What was the result of the confusion of tongues?

5 What has God done to reach all nations with salvation? 
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6 God calls Abram
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Teacher's study: Genesis 11:27 to 32, 12:1 to 9. 

Reading with the class: Genesis 12.1 to 9

Text to learn by heart - the minors: Hebrews 11:10; 

the elders: Hebrews 11.8

Introduction 

Ur of the Chaldees is believed to have been a city of great prosperity located in the valley of the Euphrates River near the Gulf of Persia. If this is true, then the city was located not far from the site of the Tower of Babel. Archaeologists who have made extensive explorations of the ruins have discovered evidence of an advanced civilization in the days of Abram, from which it follows that its dwellers enjoyed greater comforts and advantages than people elsewhere. 

God's call 

In that prosperous city, there lived a man named Abram to whom God appeared one day and said to him, "Go from your country, and from your kindred, and from your father's house, to the land that I will show you". One wonders what his first thought would be upon hearing God's words, for it was a great decision he would have to make. Possibly he would ask himself, "Can I trust God? Will He take care of me on the long journey, and being far from my relatives? How will the people of that land where God wants to take me treat me?" But all these doubts were silenced, for he trusted God to bless him; and as the Bible tells us, "And Abram went ..."

Abram leaves Ur 

Many years have elapsed since the flood, so that nearly all have forgotten that punishment, and, given up to idolatry, have ceased to believe in the true God. Under these circumstances, they think Abram very strange in deciding to undertake this journey to Canaan, and advise him not to commit what seems to them a very great folly. "Our city is very modern," they tell him, "and Canaan is so backward, and besides you have not known this God." But no argument can stop him, for, preparations being made, he takes his leave, and with his wife, his father, and some relatives, sets out on his journey. 

Abram the pilgrim 

The route goes north along the valley of the Euphrates. After walking about 1000 kilometers, the small group arrived at Haran, where they stopped for quite some time, probably due to the age and weakness of Terah, Abram's father, for he died there. At once Abram left the land of Mesopotamia; he crossed the Euphrates and walked southward, passing through rocky paths to the land promised by God. Perhaps the people of that land would think, Who might these be, since the leader seemed to be someone important even though he did not have a large caravan. They are more struck by the fact that when he arrives, the first thing he does is to build an altar to the Lord, giving testimony before them, who are pagans, of his faith in the God of heaven. 

Application 

Not following the bad example of the builders of the tower of Babel, Abram rather "waited for the city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God," Hebrews 11:10. To those who followed him, Jesus said, "In my Father's house are many mansions. I go therefore to prepare a place for you", John 14.2. Have you trusted in Jesus and thus embarked on the journey to glory? 

Questions 


1 Where did Abram live before God called him? 

2 Why did he leave his village? 

3 When Abram came to Canaan, what did he build? 

4 According to the text we have learned, what did Abram expect to find? 

5 Who has prepared a city for those who trust in him? 
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7 The destruction of Sodom
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Teacher's study: Genesis 18:1 to 33, 19:1 to 29. 

Reading with the class: Genesis 19.1, 12 to 17

Text to learn by heart - the minors: Hebrews 9.27, It is appointed unto men once to die.

the elders: Job 36.18

Introduction 

Today we are going to study some of the story of Lot, Abram's nephew, who left Ur with him. For several years the two lived in Canaan, but at last there was a separation, for Lot saw in the distance the plain of the Jordan River. Bidding farewell to his uncle, he went with his people and cattle to that valley. 

Some twenty years have passed since the separation of the two families; Lot has grown children and lives with them in the same city of Sodom. Abraham still lives in Canaan, away from the evil people, content with his pilgrim's tent and his altar where he serves the true God. 

Lot and the angels 

At noon, three heavenly messengers arrived at Abraham's tent, where they rested and ate the good lunch prepared for them by Abraham and his wife. One of them is the Lord Himself, who warns Abraham that the sin of Sodom has increased to such an extent that He will have to destroy the city with all its inhabitants. Immediately Abraham remembers Lot and implores God's mercy on his behalf. 

It is already late afternoon when two angels arrive at the gates of Sodom. Seeing them, Lot gets up to invite them to his house. It is clear that they have no desire to accept his hospitality, for he must not have been living in such a wicked city, but they agree to his request and enter the house to eat and rest. 

Citizens and sons-in-law 

News of the arrival of these strange visitors quickly spreads, and a boisterous crowd gathers in front of the house. They shout ugly words, demanding Lot to bring the men out, becoming extremely angry when he does not comply with their demand. The angels reach out, pull Lot into the house, smiting the wicked with blindness so that they cannot find the door. "Have you any more here?" the men ask Lot, "Bring out all that you have, for we are going to destroy this place." Hastily Lot goes to his sons-in-law in order to tell them this news, but they laugh at him and he has to return home alone. 

Lot's wife

Early, before sunrise, the angels awaken Lot, his wife and two daughters. Since they do not hurry, the men take them by the hand and forcibly lead them out of the house. They pass through the deserted streets to the great gate in the wall where they pause for a moment to say, "Escape for your life; do not look behind you, nor stop in this plain." They set out on their journey, but suddenly a dreadful thing happens; Lot's wife looks back in disobedience to the Lord's command, and is turned into a statue (or monument) of salt. Many of the inhabitants of Sodom were possibly asleep when suddenly fire and brimstone fell from heaven and so the wicked perished. 

Application 

To the unconverted God warns: "Therefore fear, lest in his wrath he take thee away with a stroke, which thou canst not turn away from thee with a great deliverance". Thank God! no one has to perish because the Lord Jesus Christ endured the wrath on the cross, and all who come to Him will be saved. "Remember Lot's wife," says Jesus, for she was almost saved and yet she perished. 

Questions 


1 What was the name of Abraham's nephew?

2 Where was Abraham when the heavenly visitations came to him?

3 What was the message the two angels gave to Lot?

4 Describe the manner in which the two angels brought Lot and the family out of him.

5 To escape God's judgment, what must one do?
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8 Hagar and Ishmael
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Teacher's study: Genesis 16.1 to 16, 21.1 to 21. 

Reading with the class: Genesis 21.9 to 21

Text to learn by heart - the minors: Revelation 22.17, Whoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

the elders: Isaiah 55.1

Introduction

When Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees, he believed that God would give him children, so that his descendants would become a great nation. However, many years passed without the Lord's promise being fulfilled, so Abraham complained to Him, stating that when he died he would have to leave his possessions to his steward. "This man shall not be your heir," the Lord replied. Bringing the patriarch outside to see the countless thousands of stars, He says to him, "So shall your descendants be". 

Discord in the home

At the time God had said, the son was born, to whom Abraham gave the name Isaac, which means laughter. How happy the parents must have been to see the fulfillment of God's promise! When Isaac was born, Hagar, Sarah's handmaid, lived in the same household. Their son, Ishmael, was fourteen years old. About three years later Abraham gave a great feast for his son Isaac, to which he invited all his relatives. 

Surely the guests and the parents were very happy, except for Ishmael, who in a bad mood was having fun making fun of Isaac. Sarah notices the misbehavior of the servant's son, and calling her husband, demands that he send Hagar and Ishmael out of the house. Abraham is saddened, for he loves Ishmael very much, but God, who is always near his children to guide them, advises him to send them away. 

Hagar and Ishmael in the desert

While it is true that Abraham has to send away the handmaid and her son, it is no less true that he does it with affection, for, rising early in the morning, he gives them food and water for the journey they must undertake. There are no roads, but they will have to walk on foot through the arid deserts. Poor woman and poor son! Both suffer the consequences of their sins, for just as Ishmael had mocked Isaac, so long ago Hagar had misbehaved with her mistress, Sarah. 

They look so small and helpless as they wander about, homeless and without a caretaker. They find no oasis, they run out of the water they carried in a wineskin, so the mother, in despair, leaves the child under a tree. She says to herself, "I will not see when the boy dies," and sitting down a short distance away, she begins to weep. 

God demonstrates his goodness 

If God told Abraham to send Hagar away, it was not because He wanted her to die, for He desires all human beings to be saved. Even when Hagar is unconscious of his presence and care, her ear is attentive to the voice of the child. How pleasant Hagar's surprise to hear the voice of the angel of God, who says, "What aileth thee, Hagar? Fear not; for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is. Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him with your hand, for I will make of him a great nation." Then God opens her eyes, so that she sees a fountain of water, and rising up, she goes and fills the bottle and gives her son a drink. Under the blessing of the Lord, Ishmael grows up and becomes the father of the Arab nations. 

Application 

The condition of Hagar and Ishmael illustrates that of the sinner, for by his sin he is deprived of the glory of God; Romans 3:23. As the characters in the story wandered in the wilderness, so the unsaved children have gone astray like sheep, each going his own way. Unsaved, they will perish in their sins, but the Savior, with attentive ear, listens for someone to implore his forgiveness and mercy. He delights to open the eyes of the blind, making the sinner understand that there is an abundance of living water. To you Jesus says, "I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst." 

Questions 


1 What name did Abraham give his son? 

2 At the feast that Abraham made for his son, who mocked him? 

3 What was the result of Ishmael's misconduct?

4 In what way is the condition of Hagar and Ishmael similar? 

5 What does Jesus say about living water? 
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9 Abraham and Isaac
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Teacher's study: Genesis 22.1 to 19. 

Reading with the class: Genesis 22.1 to 13. 

Text to learn by heart - the minors: Romans 8.32, He gave his own Son for us all.

the elders: Romans 8.32

Introduction 

One of the most precious promises God made to Abraham was that he would have a son whose descendants would be very numerous and very blessed. God fulfilled this promise when Abraham was an old man, and great was the rejoicing of the parents as the child grew up and still more as they watched his development. Many years have passed, and Isaac, now grown, is the heir of all his father's goods. All Abraham's hopes are pinned on this young man who is to be the father of a great people. 

God's commandment

Although Abraham does not know it, God is about to test his faith. He calls to him, saying, "Abraham, take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains which I will tell you of." Many years ago Abraham had heard the voice of God, and to follow him he had left his land. Since that first call, Abraham has followed in the ways of Jehovah, but he has never received a commandment so difficult to understand or obey. He wonders within himself, "How can I kill Isaac, the son of promise? How can I explain this to Sarah? Is Isaac not perfect before God?" but at last he obeys the Lord and leaves the results with him. 

The trip

Early, before the darkness of night has dissipated, Abraham is on his feet. The frosty air penetrates his clothes as he makes preparations. He calls two young men, his servants, who help him split wood and saddle the donkey. Gathering some coals to provide fire for the journey, the four men and the donkey leave the tent. 

On the third day, the little company separates, the two young men remaining with the donkey, while the burden of the animal is divided between father and son. Isaac, carrying the wood, walks beside Abraham who carries the fire and the knife, Together they begin to ascend the hillside, and Isaac, beholding the solemn face of his father, asks, "Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" Abraham's faith seems very great, for he replies, "God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering, my son," and the two follow. 

Sacrifice

At last they reach the top of the mountain where they gather stones to make the altar. They gather the wood, Abraham binds his son, placing him on it, and raises his hand with the knife to sacrifice him. But at this instant a voice is heard from heaven. "Abraham, Abraham," he calls, "do not stretch out your hand over the boy ... I know that you fear God, because you did not refuse me your son, your only son." 

Abraham's hand falls, and his heart overflowing with gratitude, he hastens to release Isaac, for behind him Abraham finds a ram; it is the substitute that must die in his son's place! Then this animal is tied on the altar where it is consumed by fire while Isaac contemplates it saying, "He is in my place; my life has been bought for his." 

Application 

Because of sin, boys and girls, as well as men and women, are in the same case as Isaac, bound at the altar, under sentence of death. God says in John 3:18, "He that believeth not is condemned already". The Lord Jesus came into the world to be the Lamb of God, and so He died on the cross for our sins. The ram was placed in Isaac's rightful place. Wouldn't you believe that in the same way Jesus was placed in your rightful place? "For God so loved the world..." 

Questions 


1 What was God's promise that was fulfilled when Abraham was old? 

2 Describe the preparations Abraham made for the journey and the burnt offering. 

3 What was the question Isaac asked his father and the answer? 

4 Tell what happened on Mount Moriah. 

5 In what sense does Isaac typify the sinner and the ram the Savior? 
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10 The servant and Rebekah
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Teacher's study: Genesis 24.1 to 67. 

Reading with the class: Genesis 24.50 to 67

Text to learn by heart - minors: Genesis 24.58, Will you go with this man? 

the elders: 1 Peter 1.8.

Introduction 

In our last lesson we saw how Abraham placed Isaac on the altar, but before he was slain, a substitute was placed in his place and died for him. In figure, Abraham received his son from the same death. Now, in his old age, he wishes his son to marry before he dies. 

The servant's mission 

Being very anxious that Isaac should have a suitable wife, Abraham entrusts his servant Eliezer with the important mission of going to his village in Mesopotamia to choose from among his relatives the one who would be his son's bride. Because of the urgency of the occasion, Abraham demands an oath from Eliezer who thus solemnly undertakes to carry out his master's orders. They bring the camels, load them, and everything being ready, Eliezer and some servants of the house set out on the long journey. 

With how much interest Isaac looks toward the little caravan that goes in search of his bride, but she then disappears from his sight, and he will have to wait a long time until the pleasant day of her arrival. We will leave him to accompany Eliezer who takes a long time to cross the vast desert, but at last he sees the city where he is going, and on reaching the wall, he asks God for his direction. 

Meeting with Rebeca 

While Eliezer is praying, Rebekah, a niece of Abraham by Nahash, goes out of the city to draw water. The servant beholds her, and when she comes up from the well with her water pitcher, he runs to her and asks her to give him a drink. Rebekah, who is very willing, also draws water for the ten thirsty camels, which amazes the servant, for all this is precisely the sign he asked of the Lord. There is no doubt that this must be the woman for Isaac. Without delay, she presents him with the precious gifts she has brought from the house of Abraham. 

Rebeca's decision 

We move to Rebekah's house where Eliezer and his fellow servants are seated at table. Wishing to explain his mission before eating, he tells them of the blessings enjoyed by Abraham in Canaan. He tells of his own prayer, and of the wonderful way in which God has led him to their house. Laban and Bethuel say, "From the Lord go forth or this; we cannot speak evil or good unto thee. Behold, there is Rebekah before thee; take her and go ... as the LORD hath said." With a joyful heart Eliezer brings out the gifts of gold and silver and garments for Rebekah, as well as precious things for his mother and Laban. 

The return to Canaan 

Laban and Bethuel have given permission for Rebekah to accompany Abraham's servant, but they do not wish her to leave immediately. Seeing this, Eliezer says, "Send me away to go to my master." They call Rebekah and ask her, "Will you go with this man?" and she replies, "Yes, I will go." She bids farewell to her loved ones and in company with Eliezer and the servants, sets out on the journey. Let us look for a moment at Isaac who in the evening has gone out into the field to pray, and lifting up his eyes he sees in the distance a group approaching. It is the faithful servant with Rebekah: how pleasant is the meeting, and how happy Abraham would be!

Application 

God has sent His servants with the gospel of Jesus so that sinners may know the blessings that are the portion of those who trust in Him. Just as Rebekah made that memorable decision to go to Isaac, so you must go in faith to Jesus who calls you saying, "Come to me all of you..." Matthew 11:28. All who believe in Jesus are described in Revelation 21 as the Bride of the Lamb. 

Questions 


1 Abraham being old, what was his desire concerning Isaac? 

2 On arriving at Abraham's city in Mesopotamia, what did the servant do? 

3 Describe the encounter with Rebecca. 

4 What was the question asked of Rebekah, and what was her answer? 

5 By whom shall the bride of the Lord Jesus be made up? 
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11 Esau and Jacob

[image: ]


Teacher's study: Genesis 25:20 to 34, 27:1 to 40. 

Reading with the class: Genesis 27.1 to 23, 30 to 34. 

Text to learn by heart - the minors: Hebrews 12:16, Esau sold his birthright for a single meal.

the elders: Hebrews 12.17

Introduction 

Having studied the marriage of Isaac and Rebekah, we now learn about the two sons born to them. Their names were Esau and Jacob. Although they were brown, they were very different from each other. Esau liked to wander in the fields and forests where he amused himself hunting animals, while Jacob, being more quiet, preferred to stay near his parents' tent. 

Esau disregards the birthright 

It happened one day that Esau, very tired, was returning from the field, and finding Jacob about to help himself to a meal of pottage, he begged him to give him some. The latter, seeing his brother's weariness and hunger, calculated that it was the right moment to take from him a privilege he had long envied him. It was the birthright, that is, the right that formerly corresponded to the eldest son. By primogeniture he received a larger share of his father's property, whom, after his death, he came to replace as head of the family.

In Esau's case this preference was of great importance, for it included the privilege of being one of the Messiah's ancestors, in the flesh. Esau did not know how to value such a blessed privilege. Choosing a meal that only lasted for a few moments, he disregarded the birthright, and went on his way of pleasure and sin, which caused distress to his parents. 

Isaac proposes to bless Esau

In the portion now before us, Isaac is old, and realizing that he may not live long, he wishes to make some arrangement for the distribution of his property, especially in regard to the patriarchal blessing. This was usually given to the firstborn - the one born first - so Esau is the right son in this case, and he is also his father's favorite. 

But we have already seen how he disregarded the right to such an important blessing, selling it for lentil stew. Notwithstanding this fact, and the fact that God had declared even before the two sons were born that "the elder would serve the younger," Isaac sent Esau hunting, telling him to prepare his favorite stew, and that after serving himself he would bless him. 

Rebecca thwarts Isaac's plans 

While Isaac was talking with Esau, Rebekah, hiding herself, took the opportunity to approach him in order to find out what was going on. On no account does she wish Esau to receive his father's blessing, for Jacob is her favorite son. Disregarding the fact that God is competent to carry out his purposes, she begins to make her own plans. Taking advantage of Esau's absence, Rebekah prepares a stew, dresses Jacob in Esau's clothes, and covers his hands and neck with the skins of goats in order to make them hairy like those of his brother. 

Thus disguised, Jacob enters the presence of his father, who is very surprised to think that Esau has returned so soon. Moreover, the voice he hears seems rather to be that of Jacob. Reaching out his hand, he touches his son, and is convinced that it is Esau, so he blesses him. Thus Jacob, deceiving his father, obtained the blessing, and did not wait for God's will. 

Esau's remorse and anger

Scarcely has Jacob left his father's bedroom when Esau enters with the stew he has prepared, and says: "Let my father arise, and eat of his son's game, that he may bless me". Upon realizing what has happened, Isaac is greatly shaken, and makes it clear that he has already blessed Jacob, so that Esau has lost the paternal blessing. It is easy to imagine his weeping, as well as his anger towards his brother whom he wishes to kill. 

Application 

Esau despised the birthright when he sold it for a dish of food, but little did he think that by that act he would lose the blessing, but too late he realized his folly. How many sinners prefer sin and instead of repenting and accepting Jesus, despise Him! Such will be lost forever in hell where there is weeping and bitter lamentation. 

Questions 


1 In the families of the Hebrews, what was the birthright, and who received it?

2 How had Esau lost the right to that blessing'? 

3 Why was it so easy for Jacob to deceive his father? 

4 Describe what happened when Esau entered his father's presence. 

5 What is the great blessing God has for the sinner, 

and how can he lose it? 
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12 Jacob meets God
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Teacher's Study: Genesis 28.1 to 22. 

Reading with the class: Genesis 28.10 to 22 

Text to learn by heart - the minors: Titus 2.11; 

the elders: Genesis 28.15 

Introduction 

In the olden days, before the Bible was completed, God spoke to individuals by dreams or visions, as we read in the cases of Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Joseph, Mary, etc. In today's lesson, we read of a wonderful dream by which God spoke personally to Jacob. 

Jacob's departure

As was to be expected, Esau became very angry with his brother Jacob, because of his deception in the matter of the paternal blessing. The more he meditated on what had happened to him, the angrier he became, to the point of plotting his death. When Rebekah learned of this, she arranged with Isaac to send Jacob to her brother Laban. So, bidding farewell to his parents, Jacob leaves home, but his journey is very different from Eliezer's, for, although it is along the same dangerous paths, he must go alone. 

As he walks a whole day, his serious face reflects the thoughts that cross his mind, and even when he does not know it, God contemplates him with the purpose of blessing him. 

The encounter with God

Seeing that the sun is about to set, Jacob, tired and sad, takes a stone which he immediately puts as a headboard, and covering himself with his clothes, he lies down. Falling asleep, he begins to dream of a ladder which, leaning on the ground, reaches up to heaven itself, up and
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