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I absolutely agree a development of mental growth and intelligence skill of a child are based on the milestones of the child. Modern learning method is being used to improve child’s development in physical, psychological and spiritual. However, this method for the lower income community in Slawi, central Java is too sophisticated and expensive that they are able to acquire the benefit of the learning method. In order to connect the gap a form of facilitator is needed that has some elements of traditional values to be collaborated with the learning process, so the milestone and development can be obtained joyfully. 




Dolanan is a game that contain great learning values and when it is used will bring joy in the children’s heart. Joyfulness and the achievement of milestones are the main objective of the study. In sustaining the children’s life in the future their world should be full of positive and wonderful memories that will prevent from bad recollections. Early childhood is the crucial period that the development of characters, intellectual and spiritual are vastly developing that will be the investment for their contribution to this nation. 




This study are analyzing 100 respondents that consist of teachers and parents of kindergarten schools in Slawi, Central Java.  Dolanan is a useful tool for the low income infantile be able to be exposed with the Modern Education Methodology : Montessori, Play Teraphy, and Calistung and it also excite the joyful mood and prompt the development of their milestone.




The environment of the infantile supposed to be amusing and full of joyful memories. The capacity of their brain to absorb different kinds of information and data then retain in their memory will be the apparatus to uphold their lives as they are growing up. Therefore educators have a immense part and responsibilities to enable the children in early ages obtaining useful knowledge and positive and secure feelings. 




In the stages of the childhood life there are great amount of factors that bring negatives impact such as: debauched parenting, lack of virtuous supervision and unwholesome environment that create negative recollections. Especially in Indonesia, there are quite a numbers of stressful children in early ages due to the high expatiation from the parents on the academic skills benchmark to be achieved. 




These expectations become a burden that these young children have to bear and it creates a huge negative impact on the cognitive development as well as on the maturity of the child. The early childhood education methodology these days only emphasizing on the achievement in the academic area and putting aside the most important aspect of education that is to produce righteous and virtuous characters in the children’s life.




To achieve a holistic education in Kindergarten level, this study will analyze the mediator of the three methods of learning then find the connection among them to enhance the students’ joyfulness and support the development in their milestone. To solve the issue, Dolanan that is Indonesian traditional games which is not just some old fashion games; yet it is the classic tradition games that integrated the physical and psychological games with the values and norms of morality and spirituality. 




Dolanan can be played individually or in group of kids and can be a learning method especially for the early age students in Indonesia to cultivate their wonders and views of traditional culture of Indonesia. And while the students are learning to count, read or write they will have fun and recollect delighted memories.




This study will find the significant correlation among the three methods of learning with the mediator of dolanan as the games to fill the phenomenal gap in the low income society to be the preparation tools for the children of the early ages that is accepted by the Indonesians.
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Learning by playing has a very positive impact in the early childhood period in comparison to the one way learning process. There are great ways of fun learning process, one of them is doing a role play by creating a puppet as the character that the students have in their mind. The puppet is created out of the papaya or cassava leaf stalk. When the students are playing with the puppet as how they visualize it, their imagination skill would aroused and it is a very constructive tools to sharpen the cognitive skills of the students. This kind of activity also provide some therapeutic outcome on the child’s psychological aspect. 




The study was conducted in five PAUD schools in Slawi-Central Java. Data obtained by distributing questionnaires to the teachers and parents of a total of 100 correspondents. Data analysis using Smart PLS software with SEM (Structural Equating Model) linear equation research method.




Variable X1 is assumed to have a positive relationship with variable Y1 and Y2 through variable X4 intermediaries. Then, variable X2 is considered to have a positive relationship to variable of Y1 and Y2 through variable X4 which is the bridge. While variable X3 is assumed to have a positive relationship with variable of Y1 and Y2 through variable X4. And the last, variabke X4 has a large positive relationship with variable of Y1 and Y2. In other words, the montessori method is assumed to have a positive relationship with joy and growth and development through intermediaries in Dolanan activities. Then, play therapy is considered to have a positive relationship to the joy and growth and development of children through Dolanan activities which become the bridge. While calistung is assumed to have a positive relationship with the joy and growth of children through mediator X4. And finally, Dolanan activities have a great positive relationship with every change of joy and child development. This hypothesis will be tested in a research methodology, with the aim of finding out exogenous variable factors that are able to increase the joy and development of early childhood in an ideal learning process for these children.







[image: Image]

Figure 1. Smart PLS Results




Based on the diagram, the lowest value of X1 (Motessori Methods) was found to be X1.4 with a value of 0.130 and the highest value was X1.1. As for the lowest value of the variable X2 (Play Therapy) is X2.1 with a value of 0.266 and the highest value is X2.4 with a value of 0.826. As for the lowest value of the variable X3 (Calistung Method) is X3.4 of 0.265 and the highest value is X3.1 with a value of 0.693. Variable X4 (Dolanan Activity) which is a moderator, has the lowest value of X4.2 of 0.726 and the highest value is X4.5 of 0.868. While the dependent variable Y1 (Joy Behavior) has the lowest value Y1.4 of 0.712 and the highest value is Y1.3 of 0.841. Then the dependent variable Y2 (Child Growth) has the lowest value of Y2 of 0.819 and the highest value is Y2.1 of 0.915. Some values brought to 0.70 will be eliminated for further data validation. The following are the results of smart PLS data processing after eliminating the lowest indicator values.

[image: Image]

Figure 2. smart pls eliminated indicators




From the diagram obtained the acquisition value of each variable above 0.70 and is considered as valid data to be processed at a later stage. The hypotheses of the relationship between the four exogenous variables to the two endogens affected are as follows:


	Montessori method (x1) positively influences the behavior of joy and child growth through the mediator of dolanan activity by 0.058

	Play teraphy (x2) positively influences the sacita behavior and child growth and development through the mediator of dolanan activity by 0.575.

	Calistung method (x3) positively influences the behavior of joy and child growth through mediator dolanan activity of 0.327.

	Activity dolanan (x4) positively affects the joyful behavior of 0.699

	Activity dolanan (x4) positively influences children’s growth and development of 0.853.
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Table 1. Construct reliability & validity




Table 1 states the data that data showing the results of statistical calculations have strong reliability and validation. This shows that dolanan’s activities as a mediation of the three learning methods are able to influence the joy and development of early childhood. Table 2 states the positive relationship of dolanan’s activities as a mediator.
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Table 2. Total effects matrix




From the results of the total influence of moderator dolanan activity there is a value of influence of 0.699 on joyful behavior and of 0.853 towards and kids milestone. The Montessori, Play Therapy and Calistung learning methods have different goals. But if these three methods of education are collaborated, they will produce a good influence on psychology and child development. Of the hundred respondents who provided feedback, most of them acknowledged that all three learning methods were needed and had a high level of effectiveness. But in PAUD education in the regions, these three methods are not able to directly impact. A mediator is needed that can increase a child’s joy and growth and development. This is due to the limitations of playing equipment and competent teachers in this field. From the smart PLS research, the three approaches, if mediated by Dolanan’s activities, will have a positive impact on children’s joy and development. Let’s look at the value obtained if the three methods are not mediated by Dolanan activities. Montessori only has a 4.1% impact, the smallest value that has significance for joy and 5.1% for child development, while the play therapy approach has the highest positive significance value of 40% for child joy and 49% for growth and development. Whereas calistung which is often considered as a source of heavy burden for early childhood has a value influence of 22% on children’s joy and 27% on children’s growth and development. The three values obtained have a positive correlation which is quite influential, but it is still not optimal due to the facilities and teacher competency factors which are certainly needed. So if it is connected with the intermediaries of Dolanan activities that are easily available around the school environment and the game is also very controlled by the teacher, there is a big positive value that is a deterrent to the joy of the child and his growth and development. Correlation value of 69% the effect of Dolanan activity on children’s joy and 85% for the influence of dolanan activity on child development.
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Another learning methodology that vastly used in the learning process is Play Therapy. It is a learning process while playing, or better yet playing game while studying. The methodology was introduced for the first time by Virginia Axline dan Dora Klaff . It has been used since 1919, however it was developed through a proses around 1930-1940. Play Therapy is one of a counseling method that used game to build a connection with the child then help him. 


Axline developed further the eight fundamental principles of Non-Directive since 1940. Play Therapy United Kingdom affiliated with Play Therapy International doing some research and found there are 71% of the children who went through the therapy and showed some great changes. The main purpose of the therapy is to assist the children with mental disorder, social and emotional needs through playing the games. The concept of this learning method has been proven to meet the needs of children in early ages who has psychological disorder. Yet as the previous method, Play therapy also to expensive for the low income families , due to the required equipment that have to be imported. 


The indicators of this method is a psychological healing therapy, bullying, undeveloped social skills, unhappy, and the parents’ condition. It has been agreed by numerous psychologists, educators and early scholars that leaning by doing a symbolic play has therapeutic effect because there is bonding between the therapist and child and the needs of the child will be discovered.( Freud, A., 1928; Freud, S., 1909; Hug-Hellmuth, 1921; Klein, 1932; Piaget, 1962; Rousseau
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