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On the Legal Democratic Mass Movement consists of the writing of Jose Maria Sison on the subject from 1969 to 2022. These are articles, speeches, interviews, press statements, messages and letters marking different occasions and events, including bourgeois elections, to intensify the struggle against the US-Marcos fascist dictatorship and after its fall the succeeding series of the US-supported pseudodemocratic regimes of Cory Aquino, Fidel Ramos, Joseph Estrada, Gloria Macapagal and Benigno Aquino, Jr, followed by the fascist/terrorist Duterte regime and now the regime of Ferdinand Marcos, Jr. in order to encourage the advance of the legal democratic mass movement.

Among the most important contents of this book are the Manifesto of the Preparatory Commission of the National Democratic Front, “Unite to Overthrow the US-Marcos Dictatorship” and the call for international solidarity; the messages to various mass organizations; the message on the celebration of the centennial of the Philippine Revolution of 1896; “Foundation for the Sustained Development of the National Democratic Movement in the University of the Philippines;” “National Democratic Struggle and People’s Trial of US Imperialism and its Puppets”; “Historic Significance and Continuing Relevance of the First Quarter Storm of 1970;” and “On the Prospects of the Filipino people in Struggle for National and Social Liberation.

Notable are the author’s prefaces and forewords to his books as well as requested introductions or prefaces to outstanding books of comrades and friends or fellow poets.

The intention is to give readers a clear understanding of what constitutes the legal democratic mass movement and the role it plays in the national and social liberation of the Filipino people so as to encourage an ever growing number of the people to join the struggle.
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Ang Bayan, Vol. I, No. 4, September 15, 1969
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Lately, the Catholic Church has been rocked by contradictions within the clergy and among the laity concerning the reactionary social character of the Church, its enormous holdings in big business corporations, the undue amount of foreign control, its traditional landed estates, its ministry chiefly for the exploiting classes, its educational service for the children of the well- to-do in so-called exclusive schools, Its doctrinal irrelevance and the corruption of the clergy at all levels. Demonstrations, especially of the young who are already in the stage of losing their metaphysical outlook, have harped on the alien, big bourgeois and feudal practices of the Church.

But the Jesuits in their traditional cleverness have concocted a fake controversy obviously calculated to draw fire away from the more substantial controversies within the Church. Creating an artificial situation where a girl "misreported" to Rufino Cardinal Santos that the lectures of Fr. Jose Blanco, SJ, and Rolando Quintos were "communistic," the Jesuits brought to the metropolitan press how "unfair" Cardinal Santos had been for causing the distribution of an alleged document "branding" the Jesuit priest and his sidekick as "communists." A dull, empty and scholastic "controversy" dragged on in the bourgeois newspapers during the whole month of August concerning this.

No controversy ever existed. The two well-known reactionaries and anti- communists had merely exhorted their listeners in some obscure forum to imitate the "zeal" of communists so as to pursue their counterrevolutionary, anti-people and anti-communist ends.

Fr. Blanco has always boasted of being an expert in "psychological warfare" and of being a CIA agent who participated in the organization of KAMI units in Catholic schools in Indonesia which were used in the Indiscriminate mass killings of democratic elements, whether men, women or children. Fr. Blanco and his sidekick obviously calculated that if they were known as "communists" and "controversial figures," they would become more interesting speakers in student forums.

Fr. Blanco and Quintos are extremely active anti-communists in the Philippine Anti-Communist League. They have been responsible for the issuance of fake leaflets misrepresenting a number of mass organizations in several occasions. They regularly make the rounds of Catholic and non- Catholic schools denouncing mass organizations and certain personalities as communists in what they call "brainwashing sessions." For their enlightenment, they should know that Padre Mariano Gil is a detestable figure in Philippine history for denouncing the Katipunan to the Spanish butchers.
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Persevere in Legal Mass Struggle, Accumulate Strength in the Underground
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Ang Bayan, Vol. IV, No. 1, January 15, 1972
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The general outcome of mass protest actions last year demonstrates more clearly than ever that the revolutionary determination of the broad masses of the people can render ineffectual all the evil machinations of the US-Marcos regime to extend its tentacles of oppression and exploitation. Chairman Mao teaches us: “All reactionaries are paper tigers. In appearance, the reactionaries are terrifying, but in reality they are not so powerful. From a long-term point of view, it is not the reactionaries but the people who are really powerful.”

An examination of the counterrevolutionary tactics of the US-Marcos clique establishes the truth of this statement. Using patently dual tactics, the Marcos fascist puppet clique, with the full blessings of US imperialism, commits the blackest counterrevolutionary deeds and at the same time attempts to sweet-talk the people into complacency with false promises of “reform.” In the field of counter-revolutionary propaganda, meanwhile, it strains to advance the laborious argument that the crimes and massacres it commits are the doing either of genuine revolutionaries or its political enemies. All these steps are taken in the vain hope that they will prevent the irrepressible advance of the national democratic movement and the revolutionary upsurge of the broad masses of the people.

Thus, early this year, reactionary hacks in the pay of the US-Marcos regime sought to mislead the masses by blaming the exploited jeepney drivers for the general strike that lasted from January 5 to 13, deliberately ignoring the fact that the rise in oil prices was dictated by the US imperialist oil cartel and slavishly implemented by the Marcos fascist puppet clique. Malacañang itself even went so far as to tag “pressure groups,” particularly the Lopez business group, as responsible for financing the strikers and inciting them to violence.

What was obvious even at that time, however, was that the reactionary state led by the fascist puppet Marcos and controlled by US imperialism had already been oiled to suppress the strike by means of counterrevolutionary violence. In a vain effort to sabotage the rightful dissent of the masses, fully armed reactionary soldiers and army trucks were unleashed for transportation purposes. And in the January 13 worker-student march and rally that capped the strike, UIOG forces under the minor puppet Roquito Ablan, under directions from Marcos, tried to break up the demonstrators with the use of high-powered guns, in the process killing five persons and injuring hundreds of others.

The revolutionary upsurge of the masses continued despite the combined use of reactionary propaganda and counterrevolutionary violence, despite the willful murder of five people. Contrary to the divide-and-rule tactics of the fascist puppet Marcos, the jeepney drivers hand in hand with the militant youth consolidated their ranks. By February they had consolidated ideologically, politically and organizationally, thereby girding themselves for more confrontations with the exploitative US imperialist oil cartel and the oppressive Marcos fascist clique. Shortly before, the workers, also hand in hand with the militant youth, had also done the same.

The murderous hand of the fascist puppet Marcos struck once again when, on May Day 1971, one woman worker and two students were felled by the bullets of fascist troops. The fact that the battle-geared troops were positioned on the grounds, offices and rooftops of Congress, and were in addition backed up by a machine gun-rattling helicopter, speaks for itself.

The martyrdom of the three May Day patriots, however, only in spired broader and more intense mass actions. On June 11, youth, workers, intellectuals and professionals rallied to demand the release of a patriotic youth leader, Nilo Tayag. In Mindanao and throughout the country, demonstrations were held to protest the continued massacre of Muslims. Since August 24, pocket-size demonstrations as well as rallies commanding as many as 50,000 participants have been held throughout the country. The People’s Long March Against Poverty and Fascism, the second to start from a point in the countryside and the first to converge in the city from two points in Luzon, took place October 20-24, ending up before a crowd of 30,000 in Plaza Miranda.

The ever increasing frequency of mass actions throughout the country is one concrete manifestation of the futility of all schemes of the Marcos fascist puppet clique to perpetuate itself in power and to protect the interests of US imperialism. As the US imperialist race after superprofits becomes more and more hectic due to its balance of payments problem, the need to suppress revolutionary mass movements becomes more and more urgent on the part of the reactionaries. However, as the Manila-Rizal Regional Council of the Communist Party of the Philippines correctly assessed after the Caloocan massacre, the seriously aggravating economic conditions only serve to demonstrate the bankruptcy of the system, while the escalation of fascist terrorism in the urban areas provides more effective and sharper weapons in waging the national democratic cultural revolution among the masses.

Paper tigers do not vanish of themselves; they have to be torn up and set to fire. The events of the past year show that without determined implementation of the correct political line, economic hardships and acts of fascist terrorism will not entirely result in the advance of the national democratic cultural revolution.

As the Party accurately concluded as early as January of 1971, legal mass struggle in the city must persist even as the underground is strengthened “to provide a powerful support to mass activities and to counteract enemy schemes in the most appropriate ways.” The correctness of these measures was proven when, in the latter part of the year, the US-Marcos clique, hectically running the reactionary race toward military dictatorship, reached a new mark characterized by Hitlerite terrorist schemes. That up to now the enemy has not managed to take a single patch of the underground only goes to show that the underground has succeeded in concealing itself from the enemy and is now counteracting enemy schemes in the most appropriate ways, thereby making possible the persistence of legal mass struggle in the city.
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Manifesto of the Preparatory Commission

of the National Democratic Front, April 24, 1973
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The present situation

A full-blown fascist dictatorship has emerged for the first time in the Philippines upon the instigation of US imperialism. The least expression of popular demand for national freedom and democracy is now subject to the most brutal repression by the tyrannical regime.

Since Proclamation No. 1081 (formally declaring martial law), events have clearly proven that the US-Marcos dictatorship is determined to keep itself in power by naked armed force only to perpetuate and aggravate the rule of the evil triad of US imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism. The long-term scheme of this new tyranny, masquerading as a “new society,” is all written in the Marcos constitution. It is to maintain and promote the extraordinary privileges of US imperialism and its puppets in the Philippines.

There can be no end to the ever-intensifying oppression and exploitation of the people, unless the people themselves unite to overthrow the US-Marcos dictatorship. It is now clear that the Filipino people have no recourse but to wage the most resolute revolutionary struggle. Marcos’ high-handed proclamation and enforcement of his “new constitution” have closed every avenue for those who had hoped to end the fascist rule through parliamentary or legal means. Only the armed revolution of the broad masses of the people can defeat and eliminate the armed counterrevolution of the Marcos oligarchy.

A rightist coup d’etat

The US-Marcos dictatorship has come about through a rightist coup d’etat. The fascist dictator Marcos has taken advantage of his established reactionary position in order to eliminate whatever checks and limits there are to his powers, privileges and tenure within the ruling political system. He has manipulated the reactionary armed forces in order to suppress the basic democratic rights of the people, especially the freedom of the press, assembly and association, and do away with every possible opposition to his arbitrary rule. His ambition is to monopolize power and wealth and remain indefinitely at the helm of the comprador-landlord oligarchy.

Marcos is currently the keyman of the clique of big compradors and landlords that is most servile to US imperialism. In the face of the rising tide of the revolutionary mass movement demanding national freedom and democracy, US imperialism has found in Marcos’ autocratic ambition an instrument for maintaining and promoting its interests in the country. Thus, it has installed him as fascist dictator in a blatant conspiracy between imperialist master and puppet.

In the wake of the fake ratification of the Marcos constitution through the “citizens’ assemblies,” Marcos now stands as the absolute ruler without a definite line of succession by electoral process. He has proclaimed the dissolution of Congress, the suspension of the “interim national assembly,” the suspension of elections for the next seven years and the continuation of martial rule. There has never been a worse example of political tyranny since the Japanese fascist occupation of the Philippines which saw the wholesale dissolution of previously elected governing bodies by brute force.

The broad masses of the people recognize fully that Marcos’ “constitutional authoritarianism” is a cloak for fascist dictatorship. This is a horrible crime against the sovereign people, a vicious attack against democracy. However, the suppression of the basic democratic rights of the people has utterly isolated the US-Marcos dictatorship. What is most obvious to the people is a bankrupt government of terror and intimidation, resorting to massacres, assassinations, mass arrests, mass detention, torture, blackmail, extortion, “sonas” (midnight-to-dawn arrests and searches), and forced mass evacuations for making “free fire zones.”

The toiling masses of workers and peasants, the student youth, low-income intellectuals, professionals and businessmen are more than ever pressed down by the big bourgeoisie and the landlord class under conditions of fascist dictatorship. Any demand for relief or upliftment is subject to condemnation by the fascist clique as “subversion” and “rumormongering” and is considered a major crime. The fascist dictatorship keeps harping on “discipline” but its actual purpose is to instill fear among the people and demand submission to tyranny.

Under these intolerable conditions, the broad masses of the people are steadily rising up to resist the US-Marcos dictatorship. Revolutionary armed struggle is now raging throughout the archipelago. The New People’s Army and the national minorities of Mindanao together with the poor settlers have intensified their armed resistance. Many political groups have started to form their own guerrilla units or extend substantial support to the New People’s Army.

The dictatorship’s economic scheme

The economic scheme of the US-Marcos dictatorship involves essentially the preservation of the semicolonial and semifeudal economy. Such an economy serves as a source of cheap raw materials and cheap labor, a dumping ground of imported finished products and an investment field for the surplus capital of US imperialists and other capitalist countries, especially Japan. What is being passed off as a development program by the fascist dictatorship essentially provides extraordinary privileges and incentives to the imperialists and induces inflationary spending for “infrastructures” financed by onerous foreign loans under an ever-increasing tax burden. The peso continues to be debauched under the policy of “floating rate” dictated by US imperialism.

Through the Marcos constitution and a series of fascist fiats, the US imperialists not only retain their “parity rights” but in fact enjoy more privileges. To enable them to continue controlling strategic sectors of the economy they can simply pretend to offer equity to Filipinos and manipulate “service contracts,” “management contracts,” credit and the like. Their assets of US$2.0 billion to US$3.0 billion continue to dominate the Philippine economy while they are allowed to exact superprofits from the blood and sweat of the toiling masses. The US imperialists are guaranteed the privilege of unlimited capital and profit remittances. Turning the country into an open field for economic plunder by foreign investors, the fascist dictatorship is also encouraging the Japanese capitalists to enlarge their local operations.

Only the big comprador and landlord classes chiefly the clique headed by Marcos, stand to gain from collaboration with the imperialists. As the head of the National Economic and Development Authority, the fascist dictator exercises complete control over the national patrimony and social wealth of the country. He now monopolizes the bounty of bureaucrat capitalism—the graft and corruption in the reactionary government. The build-up of troops and equipment in the reactionary armed forces is necessarily a main component of the “development program” of the US-Marcos dictatorship. Military expenditures are rising steeply in line with fascist counterrevolution.

All the fanfare about the Marcos “land reform program is meant to cover up the scheme to incur more public debt, foreign and local, to improve the transport and communications facilities of the imperialists and their local puppets and also to raise the value of the landlords’ estates. Presidential Decree No. 27 is worse than the “land reform” measure of any previous puppet regime in the Philippines. It compels the landless tiller to pay an exorbitant price for a piece of land that he wants to own. It dictates a formula artificially raising the value of landlord holdings to a level much higher than the “current fair market value.”

In the face of their worsening internal crisis, US imperialism and the entire world capitalist system are accelerating their extraction of superprofits from colonies and semicolonies like the Philippines. Thus, US imperialism and Japanese monopoly capitalism are increasing their direct investments and extending more onerous loans to the Philippines. Also, they are depressing the prices of most traditional Philippine exports and increasing the prices of manufactured imports. They have not hesitated to dictate on the reactionary government the continuous devaluation of the peso and the increase of taxes.

As a consequence, the cost of living is rising steeply and consistently. The income of the broad masses of the people is being depleted at an unprecedented rate. Those who are employed are subjected to worsening wage conditions. Theirs is a plight made more desperate by the suppression of their fundamental rights to freely organize and to strike. On the other hand, those who are unemployed and underemployed are rapidly increasing in number. Foreign monopoly capitalism is riding on feudal and semifeudal conditions. These conditions continue to restrict economic growth and enlarge the vast array of unemployed. These conditions are persistent as the fascist dictatorship deliberately retains and aggravates them in the service of US imperialism. The US-Marcos dictatorship offers no real solution to the economic ills of the country. On the contrary, it daily aggravates these economic ills. The toiling masses as well as all middle-income groups have no recourse but to participate in a revolutionary movement for better living conditions and economic emancipation.

Unabated militarization

Under the US-Marcos dictatorship, militarization continues unabated and is proceeding at an accelerated rate. This is in line with the “Nixon doctrine” demanding that puppet reactionary governments carry in the main the burden of launching ferocious armed counterrevolution against the broad masses of the people in defense of US imperialist and local reactionary interests. While it is assured of an “umbrella” by US military bases, the Philippine reactionary government is dictated upon to build up its troops at its own expense and to pay for weapons and technical aid from US imperialism.

Marcos has consistently taken advantage of the “Nixon doctrine” in order to set up his own fascist dictatorial rule. His regime has shamelessly increased the military budget and announced a policy of setting up a “military-industrial complex.” It has collaborated fully with the Joint US Military Advisory Group (JUSMAG) in manipulating the reactionary armed forces, and with the Office of Public Safety of the US Agency for International Development (USAID) in manipulating the Philippine Constabulary and the local police forces. Within the ranks of the Marcos fascist gang are planted CIA agents who make sure that US military policy is implemented.

Under the pretext of engaging in “civic action” and introducing “military efficiency,” the reactionary armed forces have taken over more and more civilian functions. At the same time, the fascist dictator proffers secret military ranks to local officials. It is now clear that he is employing his military henchmen to rule the civilian bureaucracy. Taking over strategic functions in the reactionary government, the fascist military has involved itself in the worst forms of graft and corruption and has openly engaged in blackmail and extortion.

The military also has assumed control over certain businesses. The evil purpose is the aggrandizement of the private interests of Marcos the No. 1 bureaucrat capitalist. The military is being used for blackmail and extortion, either to enlarge the shareholdings of Marcos and his dummies in certain corporations or to grab shares of stocks and lands in instances where Marcos and his clique do not have any investment.

Living in constant fear of the people, the fascist dictator is frantically increasing troops and equipment and stepping up military operations. The main purpose is to repress the people, especially the toiling masses. The reactionary armed forces remain basically parasitic. More and more tax collections are diverted to military spending. While top military officers sit back to lap up what spoils they can get, it is the fresh conscripts who are made to risk their lives in the battlefield. Thus military trainees, including those of the ROTC and PMT, are being set up as cannon fodder against the just struggle of the Filipino masses to overthrow the dictatorship.

Fascist education and culture

The US-Marcos dictatorship is doing everything to spread an imperialist and fascist type of education and culture. It is requiring all schools at every level to ram down the throats of students the anti-national and anti-democratic Marcos constitution and the multifarious edicts of the fascist dictator. A massive propaganda campaign about the “new society,” “discipline,” and “fairness and justice” has been launched to brainwash the people into submission.

Schools, mass media, mass organizations, churches and various other institutions are under strict order to follow the dictates of the US-Marcos dictatorship. Every channel of communications is under censorship. And the Marcos press monopoly, while amassing profits at the expense of mass media closed down by armed force, fabricates the most obnoxious black propaganda against the anti-imperialist and democratic forces.

The scheme to reorganize and further orient the education system towards serving US imperialist policy is underway. This is done through the Department of Education and the Presidential Commission to Survey Philippine Education (PCSPE) which aim to convert schools into training grounds for skilled technical workers to assure US business monopoly firms of an abundant supply of cheap skilled Filipino labor.

Progressive and patriotic teachers and students have been forced out of the schools, oftentimes detained and humiliated. The curricula have been perverted. Both public and private schools are being subverted by imperialist interests through loans from the World Bank and the International Development Association, and through “advisors” from the US foundations.

Fearful of the students, teachers and employees on campus, the US-Marcos dictatorship has converted many schools into virtual concentration camps. Checkpoints and spies are a common sight in schools throughout the country. And in schools noted for student activism, searches, arrests and other forms of harassment are everyday occurrences.

Servile foreign policy

Foreign policy cannot but reflect domestic policy. The main policy of the fascist dictatorship is to serve US imperialism. In this regard, the Marcos fascist regime has tightened its relations with such other US imperialist puppet dictatorships as those of Nguyen Van Thieu, Suharto, Lon Nol, Pak Jung Hi, and Chiang Kai-shek.

On every world issue, the Philippine reactionary government continues to cling to the coattails of its imperialist master. It belongs to such reactionary regional associations as the South East Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO), Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Asian Pacific Council (ASPAC) and Southeast Asian Ministers Economic Council (SEAMAC) which are all devoted to promoting subservience to the superpowers.

In line with the “Nixon doctrine,” the fascist dictatorship has also eagerly endorsed Japanese militarism as the regional leader among US puppet states in Asia. The “Asian Forum” project of the US-Marcos dictatorship is calculated to help counteract the impending doom of US imperialism in Asia, especially Southeast Asia.

Because of the powerful pressure of the people, the world anti-imperialist movement and the general crisis of capitalism, the US-Marcos dictatorship has talked about broadening the country’s diplomatic and trade relations to include socialist countries. Until today, however, it uses every flimsy excuse to delay the establishment of such relations.

The fascist dictatorship is following US imperialism to its doom. The world crisis of imperialism, especially that of its main pillar, US imperialism, is taking its heavy toll on the Philippines.

Program of revolutionary action

A three-fold task now faces the Filipino people: unite to oppose and overthrow the US-Marcos dictatorship; liberate themselves from US imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism; and establish a coalition government based on a truly democratic system of representation.

The main form of struggle in carrying out this task is armed struggle. This struggle, founded on the alliance of the workers and peasants, is already being waged in the countryside. The people are advancing from victory to victory even as the dictatorship is unleashing its armed forces to “wipe out” the people’s armed detachments and is desperately using every conceivable method of suppression.

The broad masses must unite to ensure the total success of the people’s armed struggle, together with all other forms of resistance. All revolutionary, democratic and progressive forces opposed to the US-Marcos dictatorship must unite under a broad united front in order to overthrow this hated fascist regime.

Only a broad national united front of all democratic sectors of Philippine society can provide an impregnable shield for the people’s revolutionary armed struggle. Such a united front can deal deadly blows against the dictatorship and hasten its downfall.

Only a broad national united front can lay the foundations of a coalition government based on a truly democratic system of representation that will supplant the evil regime of the fascist puppet clique. Such a united front can set up a new political and social institutions that shall be the sinews of a truly just and democratic society.

It is the aim of the Preparatory Commission of the National Democratic Front to develop and form this broad national united front. We are putting forth the following ten-point program for revolutionary action as basis for unity of all forces opposed to the fascist dictatorship.

1. Unite all anti-imperialist and democratic forces in order to overthrow the US-Marcos dictatorship and work for the establishment of a coalition government based on a truly democratic system of representation;

2. Expose and oppose US imperialism as the mastermind behind the setting up of a fascist dictatorship, struggle for the nullification of all unequal treaties and arrangements with this imperialist power, and call for the nationalization of all its properties in the country;

3. Fight for the reestablishment of all the democratic rights of the people, such as freedom of speech, the press, assembly, association, movement, religious belief, and the right to due process;

4. Gather all possible political and material support for the underground and the armed resistance against the US-Marcos dictatorship;

5. Support a genuine land reform program that can liberate the peasant masses from feudal and semifeudal exploitation and raise agricultural production through cooperation;

6. Work for the improvement of the people’s livelihood, guarantee the right to work and protect national capital against foreign monopoly capital;

7. Promote a national, scientific and mass culture and combat imperialist, feudal and fascist culture;

8. Support the national minorities, especially those in Mindanao and the mountain provinces in their struggle for self-determination and democracy;

9. Punish after public trial the ringleaders of the Marcos fascist gang for their crimes against the people and confiscate all their ill-gotten wealth; and

10. Unite with all peoples fighting imperialism and seek their support for the Philippine revolutionary struggle.

In the name of all the Filipino martyrs who have sacrificed their lives on the altar of national freedom and democracy, we appeal to all our beloved compatriots to rally to the flag of the resistance against the US-Marcos dictatorship. Support the revolutionary armed struggle for national freedom and democracy. Wage unremitting propaganda in order to arouse everyone. Organize guerrilla units and support the underground. Contribute funds, military materiel, food and medicine.

Patriotic workers: Continue to wage political and economic struggle with ever greater vigor. Deprived of your basic political rights, including your right to strike, you are at the mercy of the fascist dictatorship and your exploitative employers. Your livelihood will sink deeper and deeper under the heavy weight of US imperialism and its puppets. Those of you who are ready to join the revolutionary armed struggle in the countryside should do so.

Patriotic peasants: Smash the scheme of the US-Marcos dictatorship to deceive you with its bogus land reform program. Your emancipation from landlord tyranny depends on your own revolutionary struggle. Support the revolutionary armed struggle and let your best sons and daughters carry arms so that you will be emancipated and you will get your just share of land without having to pay a single centavo to the despotic and big landlords.

Patriotic teachers, students, journalists, professionals, businessmen and all those belonging to the middle social strata: Defy the enemy and raise your voices against it. If everyone of you speak up in his own place against the enemy, you will bring the truth to the entire country faster than the its vile propaganda. Whatever material support or special services you can give, give it without hesitation to those who bear arms. Certainly, many of you can also bear arms or perform definite tasks in the underground.

Patriotic political leaders and religious leaders: Arouse your constituencies and congregations to resolutely oppose the fascist dictatorship. In this way, you can participate in the just and noble struggle of the entire people.

Patriotic national minorities: Unite with all other Filipinos in overthrowing the US-Marcos dictatorship which has viciously deprived you of your ancestral lands and sent troops to quell your resistance. Fight with ever greater vigor.

Patriotic soldiers in the reactionary armed forces: Do not allow yourselves to become the tools of a power-mad dictator. Turn your guns against the people’s oppressors. Join the revolutionary forces in the fold of the National Democratic Front.

Patriotic Filipinos abroad: Form your own anti-imperialist and antifascist groups and link up with the fraternal peoples in whose midst you are. Seek their aid and support for the Philippine revolutionary struggle for national freedom and democracy.

Beloved compatriots: Let us all unite and fight as one man against the US-Marcos dictatorship. Being just, the revolution will certainly triumph. Being unjust, the fascist counterrevolution will certainly fail. Let us shape our future with our own hands, with our own revolutionary efforts. Let us raise and resolutely carry forward the great red banner of the national democratic revolution.

Unite to overthrow the US-Marcos dictatorship!

Long live the Philippine revolution!

Long live the Filipino people!

––––––––
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Appeal for International Support for the Philippine Revolution

To the freedom-loving people’s of the world:

We come to you in the spirit of revolutionary internationalism to appeal for your political and material support for smashing the most oppressive and hated puppet regime ever to blight the history of our unhappy land, and for establishing a truly free and just society redeemed from foreign and feudal domination.

With US imperialism abetting and propping him, Ferdinand E. Marcos proclaimed martial law and set up a fascist dictatorship in the Philippines on September 21, 1972.

The fascist dictator Marcos has suppressed the people’s democratic rights and intensified his reign of terror. Thousands of peasants and workers, leaders and members of democratic youth and other organizations, progressive teachers, writers and journalists, ranking political oppositionists and progressive nuns and priests have been arrested. Newspaper and magazine offices and radio and television stations except those owned or controlled by the fascist dictator have been shut down.

Many of those roused from the sleep in the dead of night and carted off to the military detention camps are still imprisoned without formal charges.

By his numerous dictatorial proclamations and decrees issued since the imposition of martial law, the fascist puppet Marcos has served notice that he intends to rule with an iron hand for life, with the support of his master, US imperialism.

Since the turn of the century, the affairs of the country have been under the direction of the US imperialists, although in the last 27 years, they have been nominally in the hands of subservient Filipino bureaucrats.

In 1898, US imperialist forces snatched certain victory from the hands of the valiant Filipino revolutionaries and, conspiring with the outgoing Spanish colonizers and the local big landlords and compradors (big export-import capitalists) set about to make the Philippines a part of the imperialist domain.

Determined to free their land from foreign rule, Filipino patriots waged armed struggle against the new colonizers. In the ensuing war, the forces of US imperialism committed countless atrocities typified by the Samar massacre which was marked by a brutality comparable to that of the My Lai massacre in Vietnam.

The US troops killed not less than 1.5 million Filipino men, women and children of the then total population of seven million in the course of the war and in the ensuing “pacification” campaign. One American general even estimated the total Filipino death casualty at 600,000 in the main island of Luzon alone.

US imperialism subsequently consolidated its hold on the country. It thus secured a foothold in Asia for its expansionist aims in this part of the world.

Lying south of China’s Taiwan province, east of Vietnam and north of Indonesia, the Philippine archipelago was the first country in Asia colonized by US imperialism. Taking advantage of the rich raw material resources and cheap labor in the country, US monopoly capitalists proceeded to plunder the nation’s wealth. The Philippines became an outlet for US surplus capital and a dumping ground for US manufactures in Asia.

The US imperialists interlocked their interests with those of big landlords and compradors, fostering a colonial economy and preserving a feudal system of agricultural production.

The fusion of imperialist and feudal interests assured the United States of continued dominance over the affairs of the country even after it had granted nominal independence to the Philippines on July 4, 1946. These interests are protected to this day by a puppet army and a network of US military bases.

The Philippines is independent only in name. US imperialism continues to hold sway, in conspiracy with the local comprador-landlord oligarchy. This oligarchy has monopolized the key positions in the Philippine reactionary government and has bred bureaucrat capitalism.

A succession of puppet regimes allowed the US imperialists to dominate strategic areas of the economy and exact superprofits from their US$2.0 billion to US$3.0 billion assets in the Philippines. These holdings represent at least 60 percent of total US private investments in Southeast Asia. The areas of investment are dominated by US monopoly capitalist direct investments by utilizing to the maximum domestic (Philippine) credits to finance their operations. They not only have recovered their original investments and built up their assets but they have repatriated an annual average of US$4.76 in profits for every dollar put in, according to official records of the Central Bank of the Philippines.

Through their conspiracy, US imperialism and its local puppets have intensified the oppression and exploitation of the masses of the people. They commit fascist violence on those who dare to protest and resist.

Since he assumed the presidency almost eight years ago, Marcos has suppressed the basic democratic rights of the people, especially those who oppose his rule. He has committed one massacre after another, thereby instituting a reign of terror unparalleled since “independence.” The most brutal of these are the Lapiang Malaya massacre of 1967; the Corregidor massacre of 1968; the Tarlac massacres of 1966, 1969 and 1970; the May Day massacre of 1971; the first and second Plaza Miranda massacres of 1971; and the massacres of Muslim national minorities in Mindanao of 1971 and 1972.

It is against this backdrop that the Filipino people have been re-awakening to the historic cause of their bondage. Under conditions of extreme economic exploitation of the people, the reign of terror has only served to fan the flames of revolutionary struggle in both city and countryside. The people are increasingly demanding change.

The New People’s Army and the armed contingents of the Mindanao national minorities have put up resolute armed resistance to the fascist troops of Marcos in the countryside. They have succeeded in annihilating a big number of these troops.

The people are bound further to expand and intensify armed resistance in the countryside. Meanwhile, the people in towns and cities have continued to agitate for the revolutionary overthrow of the US-Marcos clique. By proclaiming martial law and setting up a fascist dictatorship, the Marcos puppet clique has declared civil war against the Filipino people. It has served notice that it relies on the ruthless measures of armed counter-revolution in order to protect and enlarge imperialist and feudal interests and suppress the revolutionary movement of the broad masses of the people.

By decree, the fascist dictator Marcos has assured the continued plunder of the country by his US imperialist masters by guaranteeing the unlimited entry of their capital and repatriation of both capital and superprofits. True to his role as puppet of US imperialism, Marcos has even rescinded decisions of the Philippine Supreme Court which tended to diminish US economic domination in the country.

He has abrogated the old constitution and has proclaimed the “ratification” of a sham constitution under which he can rule for life through which US imperialism can enjoy more extensive privileges.

What is most palpable to the people today is a bankrupt government of intimidation, resorting to massacres, assassinations, mass detention, extortion, blackmail, zoning (midnight-to-dawn searches and arrests), and mass evacuation for making “free fire” zones.

Any demand from the people for relief and upliftment is subject to interpretation as “subversion” or “rumormongering” and is considered a major crime. The fascist regime preaches “discipline” but its actual purpose is to instill fear among the people and demand submission to tyranny.

With the presence of huge US military bases in the country, and the increasing participation of American servicemen in so-called counter-insurgency campaigns of the dictatorship, the Philippines is well on its way to becoming another Vietnam.

Under these intolerable conditions, the Filipino people have no recourse but to confront fascist counter-revolutionary violence with revolutionary armed struggle. The spark has been lit and the flames of people’s war are spreading throughout the country.

The revolutionary, democratic and progressive forces participating in this struggle are rallying to carry out the three-fold task of uniting to oppose the US-Marcos dictatorship and establish a truly democratic system of representation.

It is the aim of the Preparatory Commission of the National Democratic Front to develop and form a broad national united front among all patriotic and democratic forces. In this connection, the commission has put forth the following ten-point program for revolutionary action as basis of unity:

1. Unite all anti-imperialist and democratic forces in order to overthrow the US-Marcos dictatorship and work for the establishment of a coalition government based on a truly democratic system of representation;

2. Expose and oppose US imperialism as the mastermind behind the setting up of the fascist dictatorship, demand the nullification of all unequal treaties and arrangements with this imperialist power, and call for the nationalization of all its properties in the country;

3. Fight for the re-establishment of all the democratic rights of the people, such as freedom of speech, the press, assembly, association, movement, religious belief, and the right to due process;

4. Gather all possible political and material support for the armed resistance and the underground against the US-Marcos dictatorship;

5. Support a genuine land reform program that can liberate the peasant masses from feudal and semifeudal exploitation and agricultural production through cooperation;

6. Improve the people’s livelihood, guarantee the right to work and protect national capital against foreign monopoly capital;

7. Promote a national, scientific and mass culture and combat imperialist, feudal and fascist culture;

8. Support the national minorities, especially those in Mindanao and the mountain provinces in their struggle for self-determination and democracy;

9. Punish after public trial the ringleaders of the US-Marcos fascist gang for their crimes against the people and confiscate all their ill-gotten wealth; and

10. Unite with all peoples fighting imperialism and seek their support for the Philippine revolutionary struggle.

Only by pursuing this program can the Filipino people bring about national salvation from centuries-old bondage.

In the name of the broad masses of the Filipino people, including all the Filipino martyrs who have sacrificed their lives on the altar of national freedom and democracy, we appeal to all the peoples of the world for internationalist solidarity with our cause. Condemn the US-Marcos dictatorship. Make common cause with us by extending us all possible political, material and moral support.

To the American people, we issue a special appeal: Resolutely oppose the leaders of US imperialism for supporting and abetting the fascist regime. Stop them from converting the country into another Vietnam.

In turn, we reaffirm our revolutionary solidarity with all peoples against imperialism and all reaction. We pledge our lives to the struggle in the dawning of a new day of freedom and democracy for all.

Yours in revolutionary struggle,

The Preparatory Commission
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35,000 Demonstrate in Manila on 
Five Years of Martial Law
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From Ang Bayan, Vol. IX, No. 14, September 30, 1977

––––––––
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The biggest and boldest mass action in five years of martial law was staged in downtown Manila last September 23 to call for the downfall of the US-Marcos fascist dictatorship.

Some 35,000 workers, students, urban poor, church people, professionals and other oppressed masses valiantly confronted the fascists’ truncheons and water cannons and fought back with stones and other handy weapons.

No amount of threat and outright brutality on the part of Marcos’ mercenary forces could intimidate the aroused and organized masses who waged their struggle in guerrilla fashion, first on Rizal Avenue in Sta. Cruz district and later in different parts of the city.

The militant mass action was launched by the Alsang Bayan para sa Kalayaan at Demokrasya (People’s Uprising for Freedom and Democracy) to mark the end of five years of martial law.

As usual, the PC Metrocom and the metropolitan police rioted when their arrogant posturings failed to shake the people’s iron resolve. The fascists were a confused and panicky lot, however, when one large group of people after another materialized as if from nowhere to swell the demonstrators’ ranks.

Sensing unrest earlier in the day, the Marcos fascist regime dismissed classes in the downtown colleges and universities supposedly because of “inclement weather.” It meant to dissipate the gathering storm of people’s protest.

Instead of going home, many of the students proceeded to prearranged gathering points and patiently awaited the moment to rise.

Metrocom troops and “barangay police” in civilian clothes tried to mix with the downtown crowds but could not determine where the mass action was to be held.

Suddenly, at 5 pm, a few hundred demonstrators assembled at the Luneta national park. The fascists sent a contingent to the park, not knowing that the people they were keeping under watch were just a diversionary force.

At exactly 6 pm, 5,000 demonstrators finally emerged from Rizal Avenue’s sidewalks, broke through the ranks of Metrocom and “barangay” police and moved to the middle of the thoroughfare. They unfurled their red streamers, bared their placards, clapped in unison and filled the air with their fighting slogans: “Ibagsak ang batas militar! Marcos, Hitler, diktador, tuta!” (Down with martial law! Marcos, Hitler, dictator, running dog!).

Within minutes, a Metrocom firetruck opened up with its high pressure water cannon, the liquid dyed red to mark the demonstrators. Truncheons and shields at the ready, the Metrocom and police prepared to riot. The demonstrators did not run for cover. They took prone positions, stood their ground and maintained their ranks.

Just then, 10,000 more demonstrators moved from Rizal Avenue’s sidewalks unto the street and pelted the firetruck from behind. The fascists manning the firetruck turned the vehicle around to assault the new group. Then the stones rained from the ranks of the first group of 5,000.

The beleaguered fascists were like ants in a hot frying pan, not knowing where to turn. Another Metrocom firetruck in the vicinity might have helped but it had earlier been disabled, its tires neatly slashed by the demonstrators.

When Metrocom and police reinforcements arrived, some of them from the Luneta, another 20,000 demonstrators moved from the sidewalks to the middle of the avenue.

The fascists launched their truncheon charge but could not disperse the resolute masses. The demonstrators made tactical withdrawals whenever the enemy assaulted but surged back to their previous positions when the enemy slackened. The 35,000 rallyists had the enemy surrounded.

The pitched battle lasted about 30 minutes, with the battle lines swaying back and forth. The demonstrators finally withdrew when fascist reinforcements arrived from the suburbs.

But they did not go home. In smaller groups, they staged lightning demonstrations at Plaza Bustillos in Sampaloc, Divisoria, Tayuman and elsewhere.

Scores were hurt in the confrontations. Some were demonstrators who braved the enemy’s truncheons. Others were Metrocom and police forces, including Lt. Col. Narciso Cabrera, assistant superintendent of the Western police district. Some of the demonstrators were arrested.

This was the biggest of 12 demonstrations staged in Manila since November 23, 1975. On that day, 3,000 assembled to condemn martial law. This was followed by bigger and better organized demonstrations.

The following day, the Alsang Bayan para sa Kalayaan at Demokrasya printed and widely distributed a call to the Filipino people: Let’s all unite! Let’s all struggle.... The masses in their thousands are rallying to a unified, organized movement, a new Katipunan whose growth and burgeoning strength the Marcos government cannot stop....

The enemy is strong, yes. But we, too, are strong. There are millions of us. If we unite—if those who have strength contribute strength, if those who have intellect contribute intellect, if those with money contribute money—like the rain falling in torrents on a thousand raging rivers, we will sweep away all the filth of the ‘new society.’ We can stage demonstrations, bigger and stronger than ever. We can launch a strike that can paralyze the national economy. We can boycott. We can set up barricades. We can collect weapons. We can organize an Army. We can surround the clique leading martial law. And in our relentless ramming, the enemy will fall in the end.

The call closed with these words: We rally you to struggle. Let’s all rise. Let’s accept the arrogant challenge of the Marcos government. Let’s hit the regime in the face with the truth that we are not beasts without principles, not spineless slaves. We are a united people who will not kneel before water cannons, truncheons, prison walls and even bullets. Let’s wage revolution and bring closer the dawning of true prosperity, peace and freedom upon our mother Philippines.

In response to the call, thousands of workers, students and others staged another demonstration September 28 at the “university belt” and other areas in Manila. The fascists replied once more with their water cannon and clubs.

But the more the fascists tried to repress the people’s rights, the bigger and more militant the resistance they gave rise to. As the revolutionary movement surges in Manila and other urban areas, so does the armed struggle in the countryside.
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On the Struggle in Metro Manila 
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Issued under the penname Patnubay Liwanag

September 24, 1983
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The marches from several assembly points, the gigantic rally of half a million at Liwasang Bonifacio and the sound-off campaign (sound barrage) conducted by millions all over Metro Manila on the National Day of Sorrow last September 21 constitute a resounding victory for the Filipino people.

The great victory lies essentially in the enlightenment, organization and mobilization of the broad masses of the people along the national democratic line. The current upsurge of mass struggle for national independence and democracy against the fascist dictatorial regime of the US-Marcos clique continues to surpass the peak of the First Quarter Storm of 1970. This great victory in the national capital region signals the rise of the national democratic movement to a new and higher stage all over the country.

This great rising of the people starting from the Aquino funeral marches spells the certain doom of the Marcos fascist regime in the near future.

Credit belongs to the revolutionary party of the proletariat for its perseverance along the national democratic line as well as to the broad united front of the militant workers, including the unemployed and underemployed; students; teachers; other professionals; businessmen; religious; and legal opposition leaders. Worthy of special mention are the democratic mass organizations, the legal opposition parties, the religious organizations and the broad-based movements.

The entire people are resisting the intolerable oppression and exploitation that they have long suffered under the Marcos autocracy. They fight courageously for democracy against the fascist dictatorship of the US-Marcos clique. They demand justice for Aquino and justice for all. They seek the resignation or ouster of the tyrant Marcos and the restoration of democratic rights.

The fascists have been utterly unsuccessful in peddling their lies, especially about the Aquino assassination for which they are orders and bribes. They are now increasingly using brute force and the anti-communist line to suppress all democratic forces. They are increasingly using bloody psywar tactics in an attempt to discredit and prohibit democratic mass actions. They continue to commit further acts of terror against the people.

As a side event at Mendiola was manipulated on the evening of August 31 in a futile attempt to deflect national attention away from the gigantic Aquino funeral and protest march attended by six million people, so was another side event at Mendiola manipulated on the evening of September 21 in another futile attempt to deflect national attention from the prior successful mass rally of half a million and the subsequent successful sound barrage of millions of people all over Metro Manila.

In the Aquino assassination, Marcos used his military minions and a lumpen or a gangster as a patsy. In the Mendiola incident of August 31 and the Mendiola massacre of September 21, Marcos again used his military minions and some lumpen elements to unleash violence. On August 31, a student was reported to have been killed. On September 21, nine people including students were killed by gun fire and truncheons and hundreds seriously injured. This time, Marcos even sacrificed a number of his uniformed minions and some state properties in a futile attempt to make his lies more credible.

By one more bloody act of intrigue, Marcos seeks to discredit all the gigantic mass actions against his tyrannical regime and falsely accuses all the organizers — the democratic mass organizations, the religious and the legal opposition parties. As usual, he makes the loudest attacks against communists to cover his attacks against all the democratic forces and to impress his imperialist master.

The Communist Party of the Philippines does not allow itself to be the whipping boy of any fascist puppet. It uses the correct revolutionary theory to guide its actions and adheres to high moral principles. The Party must remind Marcos that he is already so hopelessly isolated in our country as well as abroad. For him to pursue a rabid anti-communist line is to damn himself completely.

The line of the revolutionary party of the proletariat concerning the democratic mass movement in the urban areas needs to be stated again and again. This has to be clarified in the face of the bloody intrigues of the enemy. The principal and essential character of the democratic mass movement in urban areas is legal and defensive. Only the fascist dictator can be so morally bankrupt as to put unarmed people into combat with fully armed and bloodthirsty fascists.

It is correct for the united front of legal opposition parties, religious organizations and democratic mass organizations to affirm and act according to the line that their mass actions are peaceful but militant, vigorous but nonviolent. They cannot be held responsible for Marcos’ own murderous acts.

It is the fascist tyrant and his No. 1 executioner General Fabian Ver who have been masterminding the violent incidents in order to obscure their prior despicable crimes, especially the Aquino assassination; discredit the surging democratic mass movement; and repress the people further. The criminal tricks of the enemy are so puny and futile in the face of the gigantic mass actions of the people.

All antifascist or democratic forces, including communists, are determined to let the people in urban areas develop their democratic mass movement vigorously but peacefully and legally. They certainly do not wish to let the fascists massacre them in an unequal combat.

The appropriate place for armed struggle or armed confrontation with the enemy at this stage is outside of Metro Manila — in the countryside. Even there, the armed revolutionaries choose the time and place, and muster the strength superior to that of the enemy in launching tactical offensives. Thus, the New People’s Army under the correct leadership of the Communist Party of the Philippines has maintained initiative in combat and accumulated strength by seizing arms from the enemy.

It is absurd for anyone, including the tyrant Marcos, to make people believe that revolutionaries and unarmed people would seek unequal combat with armed fascists concentrated at Mendiola Street. It is obvious that armed fascist agents masquerading as demonstrators have twice misled spontaneous elements into a trap last August 31 and then September 21. In politico-military terms, what is worthwhile doing by revolutionaries through Party branches, defense committees and city partisan teams is to conduct an underground mass campaign of countersurveillance against the enemy in order to distinguish the diehard fascists from those who are not, seek ways to persuade the latter to take the people’s side and prepare for the proper time when the diehard fascists ought to be arrested and disarmed in their houses, in the streets and even in their barracks.

Because of the rising just anger of the people and the brutal measures of the enemy to suppress their democratic rights, it would not be surprising though if various armed groups that are noncommunist would disarm military and police personnel on any day when these are dispersed and not when concentrated against popular demonstrations.

The time for the people’s armed uprising in Metro Manila will certainly come. At best, it will come when the people’s army shall be on the strategic offensive and shall be advancing on the cities. The people’s army is in the advanced stage of the strategic defensive and can soon graduate into the strategic stalemate.

In the meantime, the people in Metro Manila must be patient even as they wage peaceful but militant mass actions. Those who wish to engage in armed struggle immediately or soon will have to join the people’s army in the countryside.

In view of the rapidly worsening political and economic crisis and the isolated, rigid and brutal posture of theUS-Marcos clique, the people’s war in the countryside is advancing rapidly. The middle forces in both urban and rural areas are joining or giving support to the revolutionary armed struggle as never before.
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Message to the People’s Congress for Justice, Freedom and Democracy
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November 5, 1983

––––––––
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I salute and congratulate all of you for holding this Congress for Justice, Freedom and Democracy. I am in full solidarity with you in the fight for national independence, democracy and justice against the fascist dictatorial regime of the US-Marcos clique.

This Congress arises at a time that there is a high tide in the democratic mass movement. The Aquino funeral marches and protest actions since then are unprecedented in the entire history of the Philippines and have surpassed the peak of the First Quarter Storm of 1970.

These protest marches, rallies and other forms of mass actions are part of the people’s struggle for democracy and freedom. These would not have been possible without the people’s fierce desire for freedom and without the broad united front of antifascist political parties, democratic mass organizations, progressive religious organizations and the spontaneous masses.

Crying out for freedom, democracy and justice, workers, peasants, fishermen, national minorities, women, the unemployed and underemployed, students, teachers, other professionals, businessmen, religious and political leaders, have demonstrated their unity and militancy against tyranny.

The people have been stirred to action not only by the Aquino martyrdom which has its own farreaching significance but also by the accumulated sacrifices and suffering of countless other victims of fascist tyranny and brutality. The people have been moved to express themselves against the intolerable oppression and exploitation that they have long undergone.

The challenge before all of us is to sustain, consolidate and expand the militant democratic forces. I am confident that you will exert yourselves further in arousing, organizing and mobilizing the Filipino people to enable them to assert their own sovereignty and defend their democratic rights.

The Nationalist Alliance has put forward a program of action that is acceptable to the broadest possible alliance of democratic forces and that can raise the democratic struggle to a new level. The program deals with the most important issues in the fields of politics, economy, culture and foreign relations.

Of course, the key task is to fight for national freedom and democracy and to dismantle the fascist dictatorship of the US-Marcos clique. The fascist dictator and his clique have to be ousted or forced out in favor of a democratic transition government and eventually a democratic coalition government. The autocratic powers of the despot have to be dissolved and the people’s sovereignty and all basic democratic rights upheld and restored on a new and higher basis.

Absolutely, there can be no reconciliation with tyranny. Aquino stood for reconciliation based on justice. He also stated that freedom is taken by the people and not granted to them. To miss these points is to reduce the meaning of reconciliation to capitulation to the very evil and to the very assassins that unjustly took away his life.

The Marcos fascist regime is to be firmly shown that it fools no one when it uses the term “normalization” as a code word for the perpetuation and further entrenchment of the autocratic powers of the dictator. This despotism fixed into the 1973 constitution as well as its puppetry to US imperialism are correctly the target of the entire people and the broadest alliance of democratic forces.

The fascist dictatorship will only be prolonged and its heinous crimes obscured if the democratic forces limit themselves to pleading for more concessions that do not undo the autocratic powers of the tyrant. Mere begging for concessions is liable to prettify and endorse the fascist dictatorship.

The decision of the legal opposition to demand the resignation of the entire Marcos clique through campaigns of civil disobedience is a wise one. The legal opposition, together with all democratic forces, can now concentrate on rallying the people to the just demands for national independence and democracy instead of merely for “clean and honest” elections under the fascist dispensation. So long as the Marcos clique remains in power, the entire electoral system will remain rigged and the regular Batasang Pambansa, no more than a rubber stamp to Marcos’ super-legislative powers and brute force.

Time has run out on Mr. Marcos. The people demand no less than the end to his fascist autocracy. They have come to realize the futility of merely asking for such minor concessions as the proclamation of general amnesty, the full restoration of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus and the right to bail, the abolition of nonjudicial orders of search and seizure, the repeal of the Anti-Subversion Law and other oppressive decrees, and the guarantees for clean and honest elections to loosen the autocrat’s grip on the country and prepare the way for a peaceful transition to democracy.

Aquino was treacherously murdered precisely because the fascists feared that he would erode their power. But contrary to their expectations, the murder of Aquino as of all the other political victims will not just be forgotten as one of those “normal” things under the fascist dictatorship. Aquino’s martyrdom has resulted in the extreme isolation of the fascist dictatorship.

We must not think though that the fascists have learned their lessons from the vigorous rising of the people. We must heighten our vigilance. The despot and his minions are busy scheming to cover up the facts and hatching heinous plots to disrupt the people’s protest actions. They will further use despicable tactics as they did in the 1971-72 period in creating the pretext for martial law and the autocracy if the people do not sustain and heighten their vigilance.

The treacherous murder of Aquino in doubtless circumstances and before the eyes of the world marks a new stage in the desperation and degeneration of the Marcos fascist regime. The prominent leaders of the legal opposition are now under constant threat of assassination. And so are those who in one way or another are privy to some of the facts and circumstances surrounding the Aquino murder and subsequent cover-up. The fascists have brought to Metro Manila in so dramatic a manner their barbaric tactic in the countryside of
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