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Prologue
 
The Future Is Chosen Not Predicted
The future often feels like an elusive, distant concept—something that exists beyond our control, a series of events waiting to unfold. We often find ourselves caught in the current of life, reacting to circumstances, hoping that things will turn out as they should. But what if the future wasn’t something to predict or passively accept? What if it was something to choose?
This book is built on the powerful belief that the future is not determined by fate, chance, or even predictions. It is shaped by the choices we make—each and every day. Our decisions, grounded in faith, guided by wisdom, and fueled by purpose, create the path we will walk.
Throughout these pages, we will explore how you have the divine power to shape your future. From choosing your vision and embracing the present moment to making decisions that honor God’s plan, we will uncover the practices and principles that allow you to not only dream of a future but actively create it.
This journey is about moving from a place of uncertainty to a place of bold confidence. It’s about recognizing that you are not a passive participant in your life, but rather an active co-creator with God. The future is yours to shape, but it begins now—right where you are.
As you turn the pages, you’ll find practical advice, Biblical wisdom, and empowering insights to help you make intentional choices that reflect your heart’s deepest desires and God’s perfect will. The future you want isn’t just something you wait for—it’s something you build, one choice at a time.
So, step into this journey with open hearts and minds. Let’s choose the future God has already dreamed for us, one that reflects His goodness, purpose, and glory.
Welcome to the path of intentional living.
The future is waiting. And it’s yours to choose.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 1: 
The Power of Choice￼[image: Line Line]
 
 
The future is often seen as something inevitable, a sequence of events that unfolds beyond our control, determined by fate or predictions. Many believe that what happens tomorrow is already written, that we have little say in how our lives will unfold. But the truth is far more empowering: the future is not set in stone. It is, instead, something we actively shape through the choices we make today.
The Bible and the Power of Choice
From the very beginning, the Bible teaches us that we are created with free will—the ability to make choices that directly influence our path. In Deuteronomy 30:19-20, God lays before us a powerful truth: "I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live..." This verse clearly outlines the impact our choices have, not only on our own lives but also on the future of those around us. God does not force us to choose life; He offers it as an option, leaving the choice in our hands.
Our choices are not mere reactions to circumstances; they are decisive acts that carve out the course of our lives. Whether we choose love or hatred, trust or fear, action or complacency, each decision ripples through time, shaping the future. The future, then, is not something we passively await, but something we actively participate in creating, one choice at a time.
The Illusion of Fate
In many cultures and philosophies, fate is portrayed as an unchangeable force that controls our lives. The idea that we are just pawns in a grand game, destined to follow a preordained script, can seem comforting at first, removing the burden of responsibility. But the Bible challenges this fatalistic view. Instead of advocating for blind acceptance, Scripture calls us to a life of active participation in the unfolding of our own destiny.
In Proverbs 3:5-6, we are told, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight." Here, we see that while God may guide our steps, the act of trusting and choosing to follow Him is ours. The future is not some distant, unchangeable reality but a dynamic process that we shape through our daily choices.
The Importance of Vision and Purpose
As we embark on the journey of shaping our future, having a clear vision becomes essential. Proverbs 29:18 teaches, "Where there is no vision, the people perish." Without a sense of direction, we can easily fall into complacency, drifting aimlessly toward whatever the world throws our way. But when we take the time to craft a vision for our lives—a vision rooted in faith and purpose—we give ourselves a compass that guides every choice.
The Apostle Paul provides a beautiful example of this in Philippians 3:13-14, where he writes, "Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus." Paul’s life was driven by a purpose that shaped every decision he made. He was not passive in his journey; rather, he was actively choosing to follow God’s call, knowing that his future was shaped by those choices.
Choice and Responsibility
Choosing our future means embracing the responsibility that comes with it. In Galatians 6:5, Paul says, "For each one should carry their own load." This doesn’t mean that we are meant to carry burdens alone, but it reminds us that we have a personal responsibility to make choices that align with our values and God’s calling. The weight of our future rests not on fate, but on the daily choices we make.
In the story of Joshua, we see a powerful example of choosing the future. As the leader of the Israelites, Joshua faced a pivotal moment. In Joshua 24:15, he declares, "But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord." Despite the distractions and pressures around him, Joshua made a conscious decision to follow God. His choice not only impacted his own life but also the direction of an entire nation.
The Power of Small Decisions
Many people think that big, dramatic choices will define their future, but the truth is that it’s often the small, seemingly insignificant decisions that accumulate over time and shape who we become. Whether it’s choosing to love others, act with integrity, or remain patient in difficult situations, these daily choices have a compounding effect that shapes our character and, in turn, the future.
Jesus’ teachings emphasize this idea. In Matthew 25:21, He speaks of a servant who is entrusted with a small amount and proves faithful. The master says, "Well done, good and faithful servant... Come and share your master’s happiness." Our faithfulness in the small things leads to greater opportunities and a more significant impact on our future.
 
Chapter 2: 
Defining Your Vision
 
Vision is the compass that guides us through life, a clear picture of where we are heading and what we hope to achieve. Without it, we risk drifting aimlessly, unaware of our purpose or destination. A life without vision is like a ship without a rudder—vulnerable to being swept in any direction, at the mercy of the winds and waves of circumstance. But with a vision, we are equipped with direction, focus, and clarity, allowing us to make decisions aligned with our God-given purpose.
The Bible speaks powerfully about the importance of vision. Proverbs 29:18 reminds us, "Where there is no vision, the people perish." This is not just a general observation but a profound statement about the life-or-death significance of having a clear vision. Vision gives us purpose, direction, and a reason to keep going, even when the journey gets tough. It motivates us to wake up each day with intention, to live with the awareness that every choice we make contributes to the vision we are building.
God’s Call to a Clear Vision
The Israelites' journey to the Promised Land is one of the most vivid examples of vision in the Bible. When God called Moses to lead His people out of slavery in Egypt, He gave them a clear vision—a land flowing with milk and honey (Exodus 3:8). This vision was not just about a physical location; it was about freedom, abundance, and God's faithfulness. It was a vision that kept them moving forward through wilderness and uncertainty. It provided them with the strength to endure the hardships and challenges they encountered along the way.
Yet, as we know, the Israelites often struggled to stay focused on that vision. They were prone to losing sight of God's promises and allowed their fear and doubt to cloud their vision. Numbers 13:31-33 tells the story of how, when the spies returned from exploring the land, ten of them reported that the people living there were too strong to overcome, leading to fear and despair. They had lost sight of the bigger vision, and as a result, they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years.
The lesson here is clear: vision is not something that can be passively received; it requires focus, persistence, and a willingness to hold onto it even when circumstances seem to suggest otherwise. Just as the Israelites had to fight for their vision of the Promised Land, we too must fight to keep our own vision alive and clear. Without it, we risk losing our way.
The Importance of a God-Aligned Vision
To define a vision for our lives, we must first understand that true vision is not merely a product of our own desires or ambitions. It must be rooted in God's plan for us. Jeremiah 29:11 speaks to this: "For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope." God's vision for our lives is filled with hope and promise, and it is always aligned with His greater purpose.
When we define our vision, we are not simply creating an individual blueprint of success but aligning ourselves with God’s will. In doing so, we step into a future that is purposeful and fulfilling. This vision may not always look the way we expect, but it will always lead us toward the life God has prepared for us.
A God-aligned vision involves asking: What does God want for me? What does He desire for my family, my community, my work, and my relationship with Him? By seeking God’s guidance, through prayer and reflection, we invite His wisdom into our decision-making process. We recognize that our vision is not a mere personal ambition but a part of His divine plan for the world.
Practical Steps for Defining Your Vision
While it’s essential to wait on God's leading, there are practical steps we can take to define and refine our vision for the future:
Seek God’s Will: In Proverbs 3:5-6, we are reminded to "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight." Ask God to show you His vision for your life. Through prayer, reading Scripture, and seeking wise counsel, you can discern His will.
Clarify Your Purpose: What are you passionate about? What gifts has God given you? In Ephesians 2:10, we are told, "For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do." Your vision should reflect your God-given gifts and talents. Consider how you can use them to serve God and others.
Set Specific Goals: A vision without action is just a dream. Break your vision into practical, actionable steps. What do you need to do today to move toward your future? In Habakkuk 2:2, we are instructed to "Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it." Writing down your vision and goals helps you stay focused and accountable.
Stay Flexible: Life doesn’t always unfold as we expect. As we pursue our vision, we may encounter detours or unexpected challenges. The key is to remain flexible and trust that God will guide us through them. Proverbs 16:9 says, "In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes their steps." Trust that God’s timing and direction are perfect, even when things don’t go according to our plans.
Living with Vision
When we live with a clear vision, we make decisions with purpose and clarity. Every choice we make becomes a building block that moves us closer to fulfilling God’s plan for our lives. Just as an athlete must train with the goal of winning a race, we must live intentionally, always keeping our vision before us.
Philippians 3:13-14 says, "Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus." The Apostle Paul understood the importance of vision and purpose. He was not distracted by past failures or the uncertainties of the present; he was focused on the goal that God had set before him.
The Power of Vision
In conclusion, a well-defined vision is not just about imagining a bright future. It is about aligning your life with God’s will and purpose, and using your choices to move closer to the future He has planned for you. Vision brings clarity, focus, and direction, empowering you to live intentionally and make choices that align with God's plan.
As you move forward, ask yourself: What is my vision for the future? Is it aligned with God’s greater plan for my life? Just as the Israelites needed a vision of the Promised Land to persevere through the wilderness, we too need a vision to navigate life’s challenges and move toward the future God has prepared for us.
Let this vision become your guide, your motivation, and your hope as you step boldly into the future, knowing that the choices you make today will shape the life you live tomorrow.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 3: 
The Present Moment as a Tool
 
The future may seem like something far off, a destination we are always reaching toward, but the truth is that the future is built one moment at a time, starting with today. The present moment is the most powerful tool we have to shape the life we desire and fulfill the vision God has for us. Too often, we overlook the significance of today, either by dwelling on the past or anxiously worrying about the future. But the reality is that the choices we make right now have the potential to alter the course of our lives.
The Bible and the Present Moment
Scripture frequently reminds us of the importance of living in the present and making the most of each moment. In Matthew 6:34, Jesus tells us, "Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own." This verse highlights two important truths: 1) Worrying about the future does not change it, and 2) We are called to focus on the challenges and decisions of today. The future is not something to be feared or obsessed over; it is something to be shaped by the choices we make in the here and now.
In the parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30), Jesus teaches us about the importance of being faithful with the present. The master entrusts each servant with a portion of his wealth. The servants who invest what they have been given wisely are rewarded, while the one who buries his talent is reprimanded. The key lesson here is that how we steward our current resources, time, and opportunities directly impacts the rewards and outcomes of our future.
Living with Intentionality
To live with a purpose and vision, we must first understand that the present moment is the foundation upon which our future is built. The decisions we make today matter. Whether it’s how we spend our time, how we treat others, or how we manage our finances, these actions have a cumulative effect on our long-term outcomes. The future is not simply some distant moment; it’s the result of the choices we make every day.
The Apostle Paul encourages us to live with intentionality in Ephesians 5:15-16, where he writes, "Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil." Paul reminds us that time is precious, and we are called to live with purpose in every moment. Every decision we make—no matter how small—is an opportunity to align ourselves with God’s will and move closer to the vision He has for us.
The Power of Today’s Decisions
Today’s decisions may feel small or insignificant in the moment, but they are actually the building blocks of the future. Every choice is like a stone in the foundation of the life we are creating. Whether we choose to forgive someone, invest in our relationships, or pursue our passions, those choices compound over time to create a future filled with purpose, joy, and fulfillment.
Consider the story of David and Goliath. 1 Samuel 17 tells us that David was not an experienced soldier when he faced the giant Goliath. He was a young shepherd, but he had made choices in his everyday life that prepared him for this moment. While tending sheep, he practiced bravery by defending his flock from lions and bears. His decision to protect his sheep in the present prepared him to face the giant in the future. David’s life shows us that the choices we make now, however small they seem, are preparing us for bigger challenges ahead. The present moment is not just an isolated point in time; it’s an opportunity to build the strength, character, and resilience we will need for the future.
The Danger of Procrastination
Procrastination is one of the greatest threats to living intentionally in the present. It is easy to put off decisions or actions, telling ourselves we’ll start tomorrow or that the timing isn’t right. But as the Bible warns in James 4:13-14, "Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.’ Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes."
Procrastination steals our future by causing us to waste the opportunities we have today. If we keep delaying or waiting for the "perfect time," we may find that time has slipped away, and the future we envisioned has never come to fruition. Instead, we are called to act now, making the most of the present moment. Every decision today creates momentum for tomorrow. By choosing to act in the present, we step closer to the future God has planned for us.
God's Timing and the Present Moment
While it is important to take action, we must also recognize that there is a rhythm to life that is governed by God's timing. In Ecclesiastes 3:1, Solomon writes, "There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens." This verse reminds us that while we are responsible for our choices today, we must also trust in God’s perfect timing. We may not always see the immediate results of our actions, but we can be confident that when we live with intentionality, we are contributing to His greater plan.
Consider the story of Joseph, who experienced years of hardship before seeing the fulfillment of his dreams. His faithfulness in the present moment, despite betrayal and imprisonment, ultimately led him to a position of influence where he was able to save his family and nation from famine. Joseph didn’t know the future, but his commitment to making the right choices in the present led him to the fulfillment of God’s plan.
Making the Most of Today
To make the most of today, we must:
Live with Gratitude: Every day is a gift from God. As we wake up each morning, we can thank Him for the gift of today and commit to using it wisely. In Psalm 118:24, we are reminded, "This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it." No matter what the day holds, we can choose to make the most of it, with gratitude in our hearts.
Focus on Small Steps: Don’t feel overwhelmed by the future. Focus on the small, everyday decisions you can make today that will lead you toward your vision. Whether it’s a conversation with a loved one, a decision to spend time in prayer, or a choice to act with kindness, these small steps build the path to the future you desire.
Trust God’s Process: While we have responsibility in shaping our future, we must trust God’s sovereignty over our lives. As we make decisions today, we can trust that God is working all things together for our good (Romans 8:28). His timing is perfect, and His plan for us is greater than anything we could imagine.
Today as the Seed of Tomorrow
In conclusion, the present moment is a powerful tool in shaping the future. Every decision, no matter how small, contributes to the life we will live tomorrow. When we choose to live with purpose today, we are actively building the future we desire and fulfilling God’s plan for our lives. The present is not just something to get through; it is a gift and a tool to be used for greater things. As we live with intentionality, trust in God’s timing, and make the most of each day, we step closer to the future He has prepared for us.
Let this truth guide you: Today is not a placeholder for tomorrow; it is the beginning of the future you are creating.
 
 
 
 
Chapter 4: 
The Illusion of Predictability
 
In a world that constantly bombards us with forecasts, prophecies, and predictions, it's easy to fall into the trap of believing that the future is something we can accurately predict. Whether it’s financial trends, political outcomes, or personal achievements, we often turn to experts, analysts, and data to give us a glimpse into the future. While predictions can provide some guidance, they come with a significant limitation: they are ultimately speculative and unreliable. The future is not something that can be precisely forecasted, and placing too much trust in predictions can lead to a false sense of control and security.
The Bible and the Unpredictability of Life
The Bible offers a clear perspective on the unpredictability of life. In James 4:13-15, the Apostle James warns, “Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.’ Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.’” James reminds us that no matter how much we plan or predict, we cannot control the future. It is a reminder of the fragile and transient nature of our lives, and how we are ultimately dependent on God’s will.
This passage encourages us to approach life with humility and openness, recognizing that our plans, while important, are always subject to God's sovereign will. No matter how accurately we predict the future, we cannot guarantee that it will unfold as we expect. God’s timing and purposes are beyond our understanding, and trusting in Him rather than in our predictions leads to peace and contentment, even in uncertain times.
The Dangers of Over-Reliance on Predictions
There is a danger in relying too heavily on predictions and forecasts. When we place our trust in the ability of others to predict the future, we abdicate our responsibility to actively shape our own destiny. We begin to think of the future as something that will unfold according to an external formula, and we lose sight of the fact that the future is, in many ways, the sum of the decisions we make today.
Take, for example, the story of the rich fool in Luke 12:16-21. In this parable, Jesus tells the story of a man who built bigger barns to store his abundant crops, saying to himself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink, and be merry.” But God tells him, “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” The rich man relied on the predictability of his success and assumed that the future would unfold according to his plans. Yet, his reliance on the illusion of predictability cost him everything. Jesus concludes, "This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for
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	“I’m not smart enough to start that business.”
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	Relationships: Build your relationships on the love, patience, and forgiveness that God shows to us. Let these principles guide how you engage with family, friends, coworkers, and even strangers.

	Work: Approach your work as a calling, doing it with integrity, excellence, and a sense of purpose, knowing that you are serving God in every task.

	Finances: Make wise choices with money, stewarding your resources according to God’s principles of generosity, wisdom, and trust in His provision.

	Health: Honor God with your body, taking care of yourself physically, emotionally, and spiritually, knowing that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit.
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