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For Ivy,


My empathy girl









ME

My real name is Grace, and if that was your real name then you would think that if someone wanted your attention they would shout “Grace!” but that is not what happens for me. I am not a usual person, but you can’t tell that by just looking at me, because most of my unusualness is pretty much on the inside. My outside wrapping looks like any other girl’s, except I don’t wear very much pink because that is definitely not one of my favorite colors.





THINGS THAT ARE UNUSUAL
 (SOME GOOD, SOME BAD, SOME NOT SURE)


	Having four girls named Grace in the same class, and not letting any of them use the name Grace. Instead, calling them Grace W., Gracie, Grace F. (secretly named the Big Meanie by me, because that is what she is), and Just Grace. The Just Grace name probably being the most dumb name in the whole world ever, which is especially bad and sad because that’s the one that is mine.
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	Thinking that someone is 100 percent disgusting and not likable, and then having something happen that changes your mind a little bit so that the gross disgusting feeling is almost all gone, even when you have to stand right next to him and say, “Hi, Sammy.”

 

[image:  ]

 


	Having a little superpower that almost no one knows about. Empathy power is the power to feel someone else’s sadness, and then to try to make that sadness go away. It’s not an easy power to have. I know, because I have it.
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It still tasted good, though!

 


	Girls who draw comics, because mostly that’s a boy thing, though it just doesn’t make any sense why it would be that way.

Butterfly Lady can make you feel better just by wrapping you in her big beautiful wings.
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	Living next door to your most perfect friend in the whole world. And having that friend be someone as great as Mimi.
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	Having a cool French flight attendant named Augustine Dupre living right in your very own basement. But living in a great apartment that your dad made, not in the scary-spider part next to the furnace.
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Hopefully they will never meet!








MYSTERY BOY
 (SOUNDS BETTER THAN IT IS)

Mimi and I were watching the new people move into the house that the workers built right next door to her, where before there were just a bunch a weeds, broken glass, and prickle bushes.
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Actually, we were spying on them from her upstairs window, so they couldn’t see us and we wouldn’t have to talk to them. Especially the mystery new boy who was going to be in our class. Mimi’s mom was all excited about having new neighbors. She told Mimi she had to be nice to the new boy and let him play with us because he was going to be nervous and lonely. This did not sound like the kind of boy we wanted to play with. In my head I made a list of what could happen if you played with nervous, lonely creatures. It was not good.
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We saw the mom, the dad, and eight or nine moving people, but there was no boy. The moving people were like big ants and hard to count because they were all wearing the same blue shirt and not keeping still. “Maybe they left him at their old house,” said Mimi. “Because he is terrible and they wanted to get rid of him,” I said. “Because he is very gassy and has horrible breath,” added Mimi. “And he burps and picks his nose!” I finished. “I’m glad he’s not coming!” I said. “Me too!” said Mimi, and this made me secretly happy, because I did not want the new boy neighbor to be someone Mimi was going to like more than she liked me, her old girl neighbor.





MAGIC BOY
 (STILL SOUNDS BETTER THAN IT IS)

Poof! Like magic, the next time we looked out the window we saw the boy. He was smiling and walking around the front lawn on his hands. He did not look nervous. The lonely part was hard to tell because that’s an inside feeling so it’s invisible. But most lonely people don’t laugh and wave at strangers, which is what happened next, right after Mimi’s mom pointed at the window where we were watching. Mimi’s mom waved, the boy waved, and then they waited, looking at us, so we had to wave too. That’s how the rule of waving works: you have to wave back if someone waves at you.

“He looks okay, like maybe he’s fun,” said Mimi. “I guess so,” I said, but I looked out the window again just to make sure. “Oh, no! It’s Sammy Stringer!” I cried. Sammy was talking to the new boy and Mimi’s mom, and then Sammy was waving at us too. We waved, but then we made a pretend throw-up noise because you can’t help but do that if something gets up there on your disgusto-meter.
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“We have to go down and say hello, or I’ll get in trouble,” said Mimi. “I know you hate Sammy Stringer, but you have to do this.”

Then Mimi held my hand to give me some of her extra braveness. I used to hate Sammy Stringer. But now I just don’t like him very much. It’s not a big difference, and one day it might matter, but it didn’t so much right then in that exact minute because I didn’t want to talk to him, and, especially, I did not want him to call me Just Grace in front of the new boy.







SAMMY STRINGER SURPRISE

The first words out of Sammy Stringer’s mouth were “Hey, Grace. Hey, Mimi. This is Max.”

I couldn’t believe that he didn’t call me Just Grace, that he was being normal like a regular boy, and that his shirt wasn’t covered in disgusting bits of food. This was all a big surprise for me. Mimi said hi. I said hi. Max said hi, and then Sammy said, “We’re going to look at some stuff at Mrs. Luther’s house.”

Mrs. Luther is my neighbor on the side that is not next to Mimi’s house. She is a teacher at our school, but she only teaches the kids that are older than us. Sammy likes her because she has collections of weird stuff like scary masks, animal poops, and other not regular stuff. And he probably also likes her because she makes amazing cookies that have real pieces of chocolate bars in them. I know about the cookies because I have tasted maybe ten of them, and they are excellent!

“Huh,” said Mimi, and we watched them walk away. Sometimes when something completely unexpected happens your brain can’t think of anything to say, so while your mouth is waiting for your brain it makes a little “huh” sound. So I knew what was happening in Mimi’s head.

“Oh, well,” I said. “That wasn’t so bad.” Sammy had been nice, Max had a new friend, and Mimi was still all mine. But maybe Mimi was thinking, Now that fun handstand-walking Max boy won’t be my new friend, and that disgusting and totally annoying Sammy Stringer is going to be hanging around next door. I couldn’t tell.
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A PERFECT NIGHT

Mimi came over and we watched a new episode of Unlikely Heroes, which is our most favorite TV show ever. It’s a show about real people who do things that usually only comic book heroes can do, and it’s all 100 percent true.

This time there was a man who swam two whole miles in the ocean with a broken arm and a lady on his back. He had to save the lady when their boat tipped over because she couldn’t swim and for some reason wasn’t wearing a life jacket, which is a dumb thing to forget to wear if you don’t know how to swim and you are on a boat in the middle of the ocean.

Then there was Sally, a pet parrot who pecked some robbers and kept them trapped in the house they were robbing until the police came to take them away. The owners of the parrot said Sally was a hero. Sally squawked, “Save me, Sweetie! Save me!” right on the TV, which is exactly what one of the robbers said when he was being attacked. The police said Sally was copying the robbers. Parrots love to copy sounds. Sally could also say, “Sally wants a biscuit” and “Hello, handsome,” and make the beeping sound the microwave makes when the food is ready. Sweetie was the girl robber. They didn’t say what the boy robber’s name was. “Maybe Cupcake,” joked Mimi.
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WHAT IS GOING TO BE DIFFERENT AT SCHOOL

We are getting a student teacher for our class and his name is Mr. Frank. Mr. Frank is going to watch Miss Lois, our regular teacher, for a week, and then he is going to take over the whole class and teach it himself. Mr. Frank is a student teacher, which means he still goes to college, and still has to do homework, and is still mostly just learning about teaching stuff. This is good because it will be nice to have someone different and interesting for a change.

Miss Lois says student teachers have a lot of energy because they are young and fresh and full of new ideas. One of the new ideas I’m going to help Mr. Frank with is calling me Grace, or if I have to Grace S. for Grace Stewart. But I am definitely 100 percent not going to help him call me Just Grace!
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WHAT WAS DIFFERENT AT SCHOOL

Mr. Frank was young and maybe fresh. I couldn’t really tell that part, but the part I could tell right away was that Miss Lois was not going to let him use very many new ideas, especially when it came to changing names. As soon as I said, “Excuse me, Mr. Frank. I want to be called Grace or Grace S., please,” Miss Lois said, “Now is not the time to be confusing everyone with new names.” And then she said, “We will be keeping the same class name list even while Mr. Frank is here.” Nobody seemed upset except me, but that is because I’m the only one with a stupid dumb name.

I looked over at Grace F. by mistake, and just like always, she was being mean
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WHAT WAS DIFFERENT AT HOME
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WHY WE ARE GOING ON A VACATION AT A NOT NORMAL VACATION TIME
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WHAT IS SUPER EXCELLENT
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WHAT IS NOT SUPER EXCELLENT
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MIMI AND MAX
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SURPRISE PRESENTS
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THE DRIVE TO CHICAGO
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PROMISE
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MY FAVORITE THING ABOUT GRANDMA
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THE SECOND THING GRANDMA SAID






THINGS THAT ARE GOOD ABOUT PICNICS











THINGS THAT ARE BAD ABOUT PICNICS
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WHAT WE DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT GRANDMA
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WHAT’S SO GREAT ABOUT TRENDY?








WHAT WE TALKED ABOUT AT DINNER
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WHAT GRANDMA SAID


 


[image:  ]

 


 

[image:  ]

 


 

[image:  ]







WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN GREAT








WHAT GRANDMA GAVE ME
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TRENDY RESTAURANT






SUPER ME
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ANOTHER EASY PROMISE








NO WALLET FOR ME
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WHAT WE DID THE REST OF THE DAY
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INSIDES OUT






CAPTAIN FURRY
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NOT A NORMAL BREAKFAST
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THE DRIVE BACK HOME
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WHAT I SAW WHEN I GOT HOME








WHAT I WANTED TO SEE ON MY VERY OWN FRONT DOOR
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WHAT I SAW IN THE MORNING
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WISH NECKLACE
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HELP WANTED
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WHAT MIMI SAID
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WISH
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MR. FRANK’S NEW IDEA









BIG MEANIE BOSSY-PANTS
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MR. FRANK
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MR. FRANK’S NEW IDEAS THAT MISS LOIS DIDN’T LIKE
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THREE GRACES
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THE PROJECT IDEA








SURPRISE






MIMI’S PROJECT
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WHAT WAS LUCKY
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IF YOU LEARN A LESSON YOU SHOULD TRY NOT TO FORGET IT
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FANCY HANDWRITING
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WHAT I FORGOT









WHAT IS IMPOSSIBLE
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THE PROJECT AT SCHOOL










SOMETHING NEW AT MY HOUSE









MY ROOM
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THE BIG SECRET










THINGS ABOUT MR. FRANK
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MORNING
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PROJECT DAY








THE PROJECTS
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WHAT YOU LOST
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SO FAR SO GOOD







MORE PROJECTS









MY FAVORITE POSTERS

[image:  ]

 


 



[image:  ]

 

[image:  ]

 


 



[image:  ]





WHAT HAPPENED AT LUNCHTIME








MORE AND MORE PROJECTS


 

[image:  ]

 


 

[image:  ]

 








THEN FINALLY WE GOT TO OPEN OUR BOXES








IN MY BOX
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WHAT HAPPENED WHEN THE BELL RANG AT THE END OF THE DAY












MY SECRET HELPER
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EPILOGUE
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