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The Drift & Dream Devotional was written with creatives in mind. It was meant to be an encouragement for those who feel unseen at times. This book can be read any time of the year multiple times. There is no expiration date or set time to read it. I hope that it will be an encouragement to anyone who reads it.

Day 1

- Job 8:7: Though thy beginning was small, yet thy latter end should increase.

The beginning of things can be a bit intimidating, whether it be the beginning of a job, our first date, or writing our first words on a page for our first story. It can be difficult to take that first step. We might fear that something could go wrong, whether the first day doesn’t go well, things don’t work out, or we might fear the possibility of being judged or rejected. The thing is, we have two choices. We could choose to do nothing, or we could choose to take that first step, even if we’re afraid. If we choose to do nothing, that will be it; nothing will happen. We may also lose the chance of any opportunities that might have come along the way had we taken that first step. If we choose to move, yes, there may be that chance of failing, of things not going as we hoped, but it doesn’t have to be the end. If we fall, we can choose to get up and try again.

Thoughts & Ideas: 

What is something that you remember about when you began your creative journey?

Day 2

- 2 Timothy 1:7: For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

This message will be a bit similar to the one from the day before. As mentioned, taking that first step can be daunting. Many of us may fear the idea of failure. We may be afraid that if we take that first step and put ourselves out there, whatever we put out may not be well received. It is true that not everyone will like the work that we create. There will be someone who does like it.

I recall a time when I went to an art gallery to show my work. For the longest time, I was hesitant to take that first step. I was afraid that no one would like my work, or it would be judged negatively, viewed as inadequate, or made fun of. At some point, I was encouraged to take my work to the gallery. It ended up being part of the art exhibit. Had I never gone, I would’ve never had that experience or the opportunities that I had. My work would’ve never been in the art gallery. It would’ve been an opportunity missed. When I reflect on that, I don’t do it with regret. I’m reminded of how glad I am that I took that first step. My advice to you is to take that first step, even if you're afraid. You’ll be glad that you did.

Thoughts & Ideas:

What were some things that you struggled with that kept you from beginning your creative journey?

Day 3

- Colossians 3:23: And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 

There may come a time in our lives when the idea of creating something crosses our minds, whether it’s writing a song or a book, creating a game, or painting a work of art. At times, we may find ourselves not knowing where to begin. Other times, we may find ourselves discouraged about getting started or even the idea of putting our finished work out there after it’s been completed. We may hope that it’s seen and liked by numerous people. We may hope to be the next New York Times bestseller or the next DaVinci. Then there’s that nagging fear of it not being liked or even seen. We put so much hard work and effort into what we do. The last thing we want is for it to be ignored. Though the idea of it may seem discouraging, we shouldn’t let it stop us from creating what we want. If it’s something that we really want to do, something that we’re passionate about, then do it. We never know who our work could impact. There could be someone who needs to see or hear the message that’s inside each of us. We are encouraged to do whatever we do heartily unto the Lord. He knows who needs to see or hear the message we have. It is God who has given us each unique gifts, whatever they may be. He didn’t give them to us so that we would just hide and keep them to ourselves. No, we’ve been given the gifts for a specific purpose. What message could be in each of us for others to see and hear?

Thoughts & Ideas:

What are some things that you would like to create? Is it a work of art or a book that you would like to write?

Day 4

- Galatians 6:9: And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

For any of us who have been on or are currently on a creative journey, we all know that if our heart is truly in it, the process can be quite enjoyable. But what about the times when things don’t go so smoothly? What about the times when we feel stuck or it seems like nothing is happening? Here is some encouragement for us. The feeling of discouragement or feeling stuck is temporary. It’ll pass, just like a heavy storm.  When we are hit with those times, like a raging wave, it’s best to take a break. We’re not machines. Sometimes we need to step away. Later on, we’ll likely come back to it fresh and ready to continue what we began. The main thing is to not become discouraged and don’t give up. The hard work will pay off, but we all still need time to rest and recharge. Things will move along; we just need to be patient.

Thoughts & Ideas:

What are some creative ideas that you might have right now?

Day 5

-Joshua 1:9: Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.

There may be times when we find ourselves feeling stuck. When this happens, oftentimes, we may become discouraged or beat ourselves up, but we shouldn’t do that. Just because we may find ourselves stuck at some point doesn’t mean that we failed. It could be a signal for us to slow down and take a break. That’s okay. It’s not a bad thing. Yes, it can be frustrating whenever we find ourselves stuck or our minds drawing a blank, but it doesn’t mean that we need to throw in the beach towel and give up. We all need to remember that we are not machines. We all need to rest now and then. Many times, whenever we set our projects aside for a bit and then pick them up later on, things will be clearer. We’ll be able to continue what we started. In the meantime, kick back and relax. Go for a nice walk, or take a trip to the beach. Whatever it is that we would prefer. Who knows? Perhaps we may find inspiration for another project even as we are taking that walk in the park. If we continue to find ourselves stuck on a certain project, if we’re determined to be productive, and we have other projects; maybe we could try working on one of them. It’s important to remember to not get burned out. If we’re feeling drained, can’t focus, or drawing a blank, oftentimes, it’s a signal to take a break.  

Thoughts & Ideas:

Are you feeling stuck at the moment? Perhaps you could try writing freely whatever comes to mind. 

Day 6

- Psalm 37:7: Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass.

Oftentimes, it may feel like the entire world is against us. Sometimes it’ll feel like we’re shouting into the void and no one is listening. We may feel invisible. There may be some who will try to keep us hidden. They’ll do whatever they can to undermine us. We need to never let it stop us from moving forward. It may be discouraging when it seems like everyone around us is getting to where we’re trying to go, especially if it seems like we’re getting nowhere. We need to always remember that God is watching, and He sees what goes on. 

Day 7

- Romans 8:31: What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

If we feel that the world is against us, we need to always remember that if we have Christ, He is always for us. It won’t matter what the naysayers think, say, or do. If God is for us, who can be against us? If anyone is trying to silence us or keep us unseen and unheard, remember that God sees it. We’re not alone. God is with us, even if the world is against us, trying to keep us down. Keep pressing on. Never give up. It’ll be worth it in the end. 

Thoughts & Ideas:

What are some creative struggles that you may be facing today?

Day 8

- Isaiah 41:10: Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

It can be discouraging whenever we feel invisible. We wonder if our creative works will ever be seen. It can even leave us tempted to give up. We shouldn’t give up. We should press on. We are not alone. God will strengthen and help us through the trials that we face. Even if we feel invisible, He sees us. If we’re patient and we don’t give up, we may find that in time, the right people will find us. 

Day 9

-Psalm 83:3: They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and consulted against thy hidden ones. 

There are times when we may feel invisible. It may seem as if the world and those running it are trying to keep us hidden. We work so hard, putting our hearts and souls into what we do, but then we find ourselves wondering if anyone will ever see the work that we completed. There is One who sees it. God sees it. He knows what we put into what we do. God knows about the struggles that we may face. He knows whether someone is conspiring against us. One thing that we need to remember is that we don’t wrestle against flesh and blood. Though, at times, we may forget, we need to remember to give our struggles to God. We need to rest in Him. There is always going to be someone against us if we’re not of this world. That’s fine. We don’t need the world’s approval. God’s approval is what truly matters. Even if we’re hidden from the world, we’re not hidden from God. In time, the right people may see the work that we’ve done, and it will be in God’s timing.

Day 10

- Psalm 34:17: The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles.

There may be times when we find ourselves being
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