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INTRODUCTION

Despite the post-‘Beeching Report’ closure of thousands of miles of railways and thousands of stations in Britain during the 1960s and early ’70s and the end of steam haulage on British Railways in 1968, the country’s love affair with our railway heritage continues undimmed.

It all started in 1951 when a group of Birmingham-based railway enthusiasts got together and saved the narrow-gauge Talyllyn Railway in West Wales from closure. Then came the Middleton Railway in Leeds – the oldest continuously working railway in the world – which, in June 1960, became the first standard-gauge line to be run by volunteers (mainly Leeds University undergraduates). Following closely on their heels came the Bluebell Railway that on 7 August 1960 became the first standard-gauge steam-operated heritage line in the world to run a timetabled passenger service.

Since those early days a plethora of heritage railways – both standard-and narrow-gauge – and railway museums have opened to the public. Some have grown into large operations with some salaried staff while others still lead a fairly precarious existence manned totally by volunteers. However volunteer railway enthusiasts, both male and female, lie at the beating heart of all heritage railways – without their freely given time these railways just would not exist.

I can well remember a week I spent as a volunteer on the Ffestiniog Railway in North Wales in 1966. It was coming towards the end of the long school summer holidays and I had just returned from a steam safari in Scotland, the culmination of which was a ride on one of the last ‘A4’-hauled Glasgow to Aberdeen 3-hour expresses. The last week of my holiday had already been booked some months before – my school chum, Richard, and I had volunteered our services to the Ffestiniog Railway in Porthmadog to assist them in tracklaying in their push towards reopening their narrow-gauge line up to Blaenau Ffestiniog.

For the journey to North Wales Richard had already purchased an old banger (either an old Austin or Morris) for the princely sum of £25. However it was prone to overheating so our journey from Gloucester had to be carried out over two days, the first leg on 2 September took us as far as Welshpool. Here we obtained a fairly cheap B&B for the night and went off to discover the delights of this lovely market town. The evening was spent at a ‘hop’ in the Town Hall – you know, the kind where all the local girls congregate on one side of the dance hall and the young men gaze at them from the other.

Next day dawned bright and clear and our journey through the Welsh mountains was punctuated by numerous stops to allow our trusty steed to cool down – quite often we had to pull over as steam erupted from beneath the bonnet. At long last we reached our destination, a farmhouse B&B near Tan-y-Blwch, from where we would sally forth over the coming week to work on the Ffestiniog Railway’s extension.

Supplied with a packed lunch and soft drinks Richard and I would drive down each day to the permanent way depot at Minffordd where we were met by the foreman in charge of tracklaying further up the line. From Minffordd we were conveyed in a stately style on board a Wickham speeder up through Tan-y-Bwlch and along the mountainside ledge to the site of Campbell’s Platform where tracklaying was in progress.

A private halt, Campbell’s Platform had just been established to serve the hostel of Plas Dduallt, and was named after its owner, Colonel Andrew Campbell. He was not only allowed to run his own train down the line to Tan-y-Blwch but he was also later instrumental in the building of the Dduallt spiral deviation further up the line. During the week that we worked there the pointwork and siding for the halt was being laid, a laborious manual job in this remote part of Snowdonia. During one lunchbreak we walked further up the overgrown line as far as the western portal of the old Moelwyn Tunnel, soon to disappear beneath a hydro-electric scheme and the reason for the later building of the Dduallt spiral and deviation.

At the end of each day we would return down to Minffordd in the speeder before taking a well-earned dinner in a local hostelry. We even found time to walk down the trackbed and through the rock-cut tunnels of the old Welsh Highland Railway through the Aberglaslyn Pass, little knowing that this long-closed narrow-gauge line would come back to life 45 years later. Happy days.

Many years have passed since those idyllic days and now we in Britain are lucky to have over 100 of these heritage lines and museums, all of them totally dependent for their survival on a large band of volunteers.


Each feature is illustrated by a location map and a route diagram:

[image: No image description]



[image: No image description]

The author at Loughborough station on 18 June 2011 after driving BR Standard Class ‘2’ 2-6-0 No 78019 on the Great Central Railway (see here).

[image: No image description]
In 1960 the Bluebell Railway became the first standard-gauge steam-operated heritage railway in the world to run a timetabled service. Here we see ex-SE&CR Class ‘P’ 0-6-0T No 323 Bluebell at the head of a train at Horsted Keynes on 26 May 1970.









SOUTHWEST ENGLAND

[image: No image description]
Ex-London & South Western Railway Class ‘M7’ 0-4-4T No 30053 hauls a train on the Swanage Railway (see here) near Corfe Castle. This loco was built at Nine Elms in London in 1905 and was withdrawn from Bournemouth shed in May 1964. Saved for preservation, it was shipped to the USA in 1967 for exhibition at Steamtown in Pennsylvania where it remained for 20 years. Repatriated in 1987 it then underwent major restoration before returning to steam at Swanage in 1992.











HELSTON RAILWAY
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Trevarno Farm,

Prospidnick, Helston,

Cornwall TR13 0RY

07901 977597

www.helstonrailway.co.uk

LENGTH

1¼ miles

GAUGE

Standard

OPEN

Every Sunday, Thursday & Bank Holiday Mondays; additional days during school holidays



This standard-gauge branch line from Gwinear Road, on the Great Western Railway’s Plymouth to Penzance mainline, to Helston was opened on 9 May 1887. Later taken over by the GWR, the 8¾-mile line became famous for the groundbreaking railway feeder bus service from Helston to The Lizard, which began operating in 1903 – an authorised light railway along this route had previously failed to materialise due to lack of funds. The passenger service on the line normally amounted to seven journeys each weekday between Helston and Gwinear Road and eight in the opposite direction with some trains passing at intermediate Nancegollan station. Goods traffic was particularly heavy especially during the Second World War when the Royal Naval Air Station was being built at nearby Culdrose and also for seasonal traffic such as broccoli and flowers – during the season special broccoli trains were run from the branch to supply Covent Garden Market in London.

Although the line was listed for closure in the ‘Beeching Report’, the end actually came over 5 months earlier on 3 November 1962 when passenger services, by then dieselised, ceased. Goods traffic continued until 3 October 1964 when NBL Type 2 diesel loco D6324 hauled the last official goods train on the branch. Any remaining wagons were collected by the same loco on 9 October and by mid-1965 the rails had been lifted.

Despite closure nearly 50 years ago much of the infrastructure of the line remains intact – most of the bridges and the viaduct over the River Cober north of Helston still stand. The Helston Railway Preservation Company was formed in 2005. The line was partially reopened in December 2011 and currently operates trains for just over 1 mile between Prospidnick and Truthall Halt – the latter was restored as a GWR halt and reopened in 2017. Trevarno Farm is the operational base and visitor car park. The long-term aim for the railway is to cross the 4-arch Cober Viaduct to a new station on the outskirts of Helston. Rolling stock on the railway, much of it being restored, includes a Park Royal Class 103 DMU, a BR Class 127 DMU, 2 industrial 0-4-0 diesels and a 0-4-0 Peckett industrial steam loco William Murdoch. The latter had originally worked at the Southern Gas Board’s Hilsea Gasworks. Passengers are currently carried in a BR 20-ton standard brake van.

[image: No image description]
THEN

‘4500’ Class 2-6-2T No 4570 departs from Nancegollan station on 23 July 1958.
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NOW

On loan from the Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust, Peckett 0-4-0ST Kilmersdon arrives at Truthall Halt with its one-coach train from Prospidnick on 9 August 2018.









BODMIN & WENFORD RAILWAY
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Bodmin General Station,

Bodmin, Cornwall PL31 1AQ

01208 73555

www.bodminrailway.co.uk

LENGTH

6½ miles

GAUGE

Standard

OPEN

Easter to end October & Santa Specials in December; see website for details



One of the earliest railways in Britain, the Bodmin & Wadebridge Railway (B&WR) opened between Wadebridge Quay, Bodmin and Wenfordbridge in 1834. Built primarily to carry sand, stone and agricultural goods, it was the first steam-operated line in Cornwall. Although taken over by the London & South Western Railway in 1846, it remained isolated from the rest of the expanding national rail network until as late as 1888 when the Great Western Railway (GWR) opened its branch line from Bodmin Road to Bodmin General with a link to the B&WR at Boscarne Junction.

However, the B&WR was only connected to its parent company, the LSWR, in 1895 when the line from Halwill and Delabole opened to Wadebridge. In the same year the LSWR realigned the approaches to the old B&W station at Bodmin and opened a new terminus here – it was renamed Bodmin North in 1949. To complete the railway picture in the area the LSWR opened its line from Wadebridge along the south shore of the Camel Estuary to Padstow in 1899.

Until the 1960s railway operations in the Bodmin area were fairly complicated. There was a shuttle service from the GWR mainline at Bodmin Road to Bodmin General with some trains reversing here and continuing on to Wadebridge and Padstow via Boscarne Junction. Other services operated between the LSWR terminus at Bodmin North, Wadebridge and Padstow. As a railway junction Wadebridge was a fairly busy place, not only with the comings and goings of trains between Bodmin and Padstow but also via the North Cornwall line to and from Okehampton and Exeter – hauled by Bulleid Light Pacifics after the Second World War there were also through coaches to and from Waterloo on the ‘Atlantic Coast Express’ (ACE).

China clay traffic along the Wenfordbridge branch from Dunmere Junction was in the charge of ancient Beattie 2-4-0 well tanks, based at Wadebridge, until as late as 1962 when ex-GWR 0-6-0PTs took over. These were replaced by diesel shunters in 1964 until closure of the branch in 1983.

By the early 1960s increased competition from road vehicles had led to a decline in both passengers and general freight carried on the line. As with all of Cornwall’s branch lines, except Falmouth and Newquay, the Bodmin Road to Padstow passenger service was listed for closure in the ‘Beeching Report’. While Wadebridge had already lost its service from the North Cornwall line in 1966, the end came for the rest of the railway on 30 January 1967. Four-wheel railbus W79977, carrying a wreath, operated the final service between Bodmin North and Wadebridge in the evening of 28 January. On the same day there were so many passengers wanting to travel that single-car diesel unit W55014 had to be replaced by D6309 and three coaches for the Bodmin Road to Wadebridge service. Goods traffic from Bodmin Road to Wadebridge lingered on until 1978 and china clay traffic from Wenfordbridge to Bodmin Road via Boscarne Junction continued until 1983 when the line closed.

The following year the Bodmin Railway Preservation Society was formed and in 1989 a Light Railway Order was granted with passenger services recommencing between Bodmin Parkway (previously named Bodmin Road) and Bodmin General in 1990. An intermediate station at Colesloggett Halt was also opened giving passengers access to Cardinham Woods with its waymarked trails, café, picnic area and cycle hire facilities. The line from Bodmin General to Boscarne Junction (for the Camel Trail footpath and cycleway) was re-opened in 1996. Trains are mainly steam-hauled along this scenic line which includes gradients as steep as 1-in-37. Motive power is provided by a selection of former GWR (Classes ‘4200’, ‘5700’, ‘4575’, ‘6400’), LSWR (Classes ‘0298’, ‘T9’) and industrial steam locomotives along with mainline diesel locos (Classes 08, 10, 33, 37, 47, 50) and a Class 108 DMU.

Future plans include a controversial extension of the railway from Boscarne Junction to Wadebridge alongside the existing Camel Trail. Known as the RailTrail project, it would extend the railway in three stages to Wadebridge via Nanstallon Halt and Grogley Halt but it has come under criticism from the cycling charity Sustrans and from environmentalists.

[image: No image description]
NOW

Preserved ex-LSWR Class ‘0298’ 2-4-0WT No 30587 heads a short train of china clay wagons away from Boscarne Junction towards Bodmin during a photographers’ charter on 26 August 2003.










PLYM VALLEY RAILWAY
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Marsh Mills Station,

Plymouth, Devon PL7 4NW

01752 345078

www.plymrail.co.uk

LENGTH

1½ miles

GAUGE

Standard

OPEN

Selected Sundays & Bank Holidays, April to October; Christmas Specials; see website for details



Authorised by Parliament in 1854, the broad-gauge South Devon & Tavistock Railway opened from Tavistock Junction, on the South Devon Railway near Marsh Mills, to Tavistock in 1859. The company amalgamated with the South Devon Railway shortly afterwards. Involving the construction of 6 Brunel timber viaducts and 3 tunnels the single-track line was costly to build. In 1862 the separate Launceston & South Devon Railway was authorised to extend the line to Launceston – it opened on 1 June 1865 – and was amalgamated with the South Devon Railway in 1873. The South Devon was later amalgamated with the Great Western Railway (GWR) in 1876.

By 1876 the standard-gauge London & South Western Railway had reached Lydford from Okehampton and had obtained running powers over the GWR’s Launceston line to Plymouth; to enable LSWR trains from Waterloo and Exeter to run over the line mixed-gauge track was laid. This state of affairs lasted until 1890 when its trains were able to travel over the newly-opened Plymouth, Devonport & South Western Junction Railway between Lydford and a terminus at Devonport – the GWR station at Tavistock was then renamed South and the new LSWR station, North.

Meanwhile a 10½-mile branch line had opened between Yelverton, just over 5 miles south of Tavistock, to the remote Dartmoor village of Princetown in 1883. Closure for this scenic line came in 1956. The GWR’s line from Marsh Mills to Tavistock and Launceston was eventually converted to standard gauge in 1892 and, with the LSWR’s trains out of the picture, the line settled down to a fairly quiet life. With both Tavistock and Launceston each served by 2 railway stations there was no doubt that the duplication of routes was never a recipe for financial success. Of course, in the end, both were listed for closure in the ‘Beeching Report’. In order to reduce costs the GWR terminus at Launceston was closed in 1952 with trains from Tavistock South and Plymouth diverted into the former LSWR station.

Passenger services normally consisted of between 8 and 10 return trains each weekday between Tavistock South and Plymouth with 5 being extended to Launceston – the 34¾-mile journey taking some 1¾ hours to complete.

The end came on 31 December 1962 when all passenger services were withdrawn. The last day of operation, Saturday 29 December, saw blizzard conditions with the timetabled last train being unable to run. Although the section from Tavistock South to Marsh Mills closed completely on that day goods services continued along several stretches of the line for some years: Lydford to Tavistock South closed on 25 September 1964; Lydford to Launceston closed on 28 February 1966; china clay traffic from Tavistock Junction to Marsh Mills ended as recently as 2008.

Much of the line’s impressive infrastructure such as Brunel’s broad-gauge tunnels and viaducts survives today and can be seen by walking or cycling (NCN Route 27) along the 21-mile Drakes Trail on the trackbed between Plymouth and Tavistock via Marsh Mills.

Marsh Mills is now home to the Plym Valley Railway and at present the 1½-mile section from Marsh Mills to Plym Bridge sees steam-hauled trains on selected Sundays and Bank Holidays. Locomotives include former British Sugar Corporation 0-4-0ST Albert, Andrew Barclay 0-4-0ST No 705, ex-BR Class 08 0-6-0 diesel shunter No 13002 (the oldest working Class 08 diesel shunter in the country, built in 1952), Sentinel diesel shunter No 10077 Sidney and an ex-BR Class 117 DMU.

[image: No image description]
THEN

Ex-GWR ‘4575’ Class 2-6-2T No 5568 arrives at Marsh Mills Halt c.1960 with a two-coach train from Tavistock. Built at Swindon Works in 1929 this small prairie loco was withdrawn in 1963.

[image: No image description]
NOW

Preserved Andrew Barclay 0-4-0ST No 705 of 1937 makes a fine sight as it heads through the woods towards Plym Bridge Platform with its two-coach train.











LAUNCESTON STEAM RAILWAY
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St Thomas Road,

Launceston,

Cornwall PL15 8DA

01566 775665

www.launcestonsr.co.uk

LENGTH

2½ miles

GAUGE

1ft 11½in.

OPEN

Easter, May & Whitsun Bank Holiday weekends; Sunday, Monday & Tuesday in June; daily early July to late September; October half-term



Despite the London & South Western Railway reaching the village of Halwill in 1872 the next stage in the company’s tenuous 44-mile single-track route to Wadebridge was slow in coming. Meandering through sparsely populated rolling farmland, the LSWR-sponsored North Cornwall Railway opened from Halwill Junction to Launceston in 1886 and to Wadebridge in 1895. It was later extended along the south shore of the Camel Estuary to Padstow in 1899.

The coming of the railway to this isolated part of North Cornwall brought enormous benefits to farmers who could quickly transport their cattle and milk by rail to markets and bottling plants in London. Vast quantities of slate were also carried by rail from the giant quarry at Delabole along with fish from Padstow. Up to the early 1960s there was a passenger service of 4 return trains each day running along the route from Okehampton to Padstow plus through coaches from Waterloo on the ‘Atlantic Coast Express’. Summer Saturdays saw extra trains from Waterloo including an overnight service that left Waterloo at 12.45 a.m., an early morning train that left at 7.28 a.m. and two portions of the ‘ACE’ – usually hauled along the North Cornwall line by Bulleid Light Pacifics.

In 1963 the Western Region took control of all ex-SR routes west of Exeter. The rot soon set in with all through trains including the ‘ACE’ being withdrawn on 7 September 1964 and any remaining local services dieselised in 1965 with stations becoming unmanned. On 5 September the very last down ‘ACE’ arrived at Halwill Junction from Exeter behind ‘N’ Class 2-6-0 No 31845. The train was then split with the Bude portion heading off behind 2-6-4T No 80037 while 31845 headed off for the last time to Padstow. Serving a small local population and unable to compete with road transport the line, much loved by future Poet Laureate John Betjeman, was listed for closure in the ‘Beeching Report’. The end came on 3 October 1966 when it closed completely.

Opened in 1983, the Launceston Railway is a narrow-gauge line that runs along part of the trackbed of the old London & South Western Railway’s line from Halwill Junction to Padstow. The railway was extended from Launceston to Newmills via Hunt’s Crossing and Canna Park in 1995. Locomotives, including 0-4-0ST’s Lilian and Covertcoat, built by Hunslet in 1883 and 1898 respectively, are beautifully restored examples that once worked in the North Wales slate quarries at Penrhyn and Dinorwic. Dorothea is also a 0-4-0ST, built by Hunslet in 1901 for the Dorothea Quarry in the Nanttle Valley. Passengers are conveyed through the scenic Kensey Valley in replicas of Victorian narrow-gauge carriages. The late-19th-century workshop at Launceston, once used by the Launceston Gas Company, is an example of a belt-driven machine shop in daily use, and the Transport & Engineering Exhibition gives an opportunity to view those locomotives not in service. The station features the canopy previously used at Launceston North station while the café and booking office are located in a building that was originally built in 1919 for the first Ideal Home Exhibition and then erected as a three-bedroom bungalow in Surrey.

[image: No image description]
THEN

Ex-SR ‘N’ Class 2-6-0 No 31839 waits patiently at Launceston with its train for Okehampton while a westbound goods train passes en route for Wadebridge, 11 June 1963.
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NOW

Hunslet 0-4-0ST Lilian of 1883 takes on water at Launceston while Hunslet 0-4-0ST Covertcoat of 1898 arrives with a train from Newmills.










SOUTH DEVON RAILWAY
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The Station,

Dart Bridge Road,

Buckfastleigh,

Devon TQ11 0DZ

01364 644370

www.southdevonrailway.co.uk

LENGTH

7 miles

GAUGE

Standard

OPEN

February half-term; March weekends; April to October; December weekends & New Year



The Buckfastleigh, Totnes & South Devon Railway was incorporated in 1864 to build a single-track broad-gauge branch line up the picturesque Dart Valley between Totnes and Buckfastleigh. The following year an extension to Ashburton was approved. From its opening day on 1 May 1872 the 10½-mile line was worked by the South Devon Railway. Conversion to standard gauge came in 1892 before being taken over by the Great Western Railway in 1897. In its early years the railway depended heavily on the wool trade along the valley with Buckfastleigh station generating much of this traffic. However increasing competition from road transport before and after the Second World War saw the line in terminal decline – by 1950 the 8 return passenger services on the line (plus 1 extra on Saturdays) were carrying few passengers. The end came for these services on 3 November 1958 although freight traffic continued until 10 September 1962.

Fortunately for us today the track was not lifted following complete closure by BR and a group of enthusiasts calling themselves the Dart Valley Railway reopened the line on 5 April 1969 using restored GWR locomotives and rolling stock. Perversely, the reopening ceremony was honoured by Lord Beeching although, to be fair, BR had closed the line many years before his ‘Beeching Report’.

Initially the Dart Valley Railway was able to occasionally use the section of line between Buckfastleigh and Ashburton but so-called improvements to the A38 severed this link just north of Buckfastleigh station. The last train to Ashburton was a special (1Z45) from London Paddington hauled by Brush Type 4 diesel No 1660 as far as Totnes Riverside. From here preserved 0-6-0PTs Nos 6435 and 1638 took it to Ashburton before returning to Totnes behind 2-6-2T No 4588. Now operated by the South Devon Railway, the scenic line along the Dart Valley sees steam heritage trains running between a new station at Totnes Riverside, Nappers Halt, Staverton and Buckfastleigh between March and October. The only passing loop on the line is located just north of Staverton station. Motive power is currently provided by former GWR locos: ‘1366’ Class 0-6-0PT No 1369 (formerly of Weymouth Quay and the Wenfordbridge branch), ‘4575’ Class 2-6-2T No 5542, ‘5700’ Class 0-6-0PT No 5786, and ‘6400’ Class 0-6-0PT No 6412. Several other former GWR locos are currently being overhauled while ‘Hall’ Class 4-6-0 No 4920 Dumbleton Hall has recently moved to Carnforth and is being repainted in the ‘Hogwarts Express’ red livery. Operational mainline diesels include examples of BR Classes 20, 25, 33, and 37 while Class 50 D402 Superb is currently being restored.

Visitor attractions at Buckfastleigh include a railway museum and a miniature railway. In the museum is Tiny, a South Devon Railway vertical boilered locomotive that is the only surviving original broad-gauge loco still in existence in the UK.

At Ashburton the station building with its trainshed have survived and is a Grade II listed structure in use as a garage. The nearby goods shed has also survived.

[image: No image description]
THEN

Ex-GWR ‘4500’ Class 2-6-2T No 4555 at Buckfastleigh station with a goods train for Totnes on 16 November 1960. Built at Swindon Works in 1924, this loco was withdrawn from Plymouth Laira at the end of 1963. The loco was later preserved and currently works on the East Somerset Railway.
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NOW

Preserved ex-GWR ‘2251’ Class 0-6-0 No 3205 arrives at Buckfastleigh with its train from Totnes Riverside in June 2010.









DARTMOUTH STEAM RAILWAY
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Queen’s Park Station,

Torbay Road, Paignton,

Devon TQ4 6AF

01803 555872

www.dartmouthrailriver.co.uk

LENGTH

7 miles

GAUGE

Standard

OPEN

Daily, April to end October; Santa Specials in December



Preserved as a typical GWR seaside branch line the Dartmouth Steam Railway has a fascinating history. A broad-gauge line from Torquay was built by the Dartmouth & Torbay Railway Company, reaching Paignton in 1859 and Churston in 1861. A branch to Brixham was opened in 1867. Although originally intending to bridge the River Dart to reach Dartmouth, the railway was finally terminated at Kingswear in 1864, being converted to standard gauge by the Great Western Railway in 1892. A railway booking office also operated on the opposite side of the river at Dartmouth. Despite mainly being single-track the line was served by two named trains: ‘The Devonian’ from Bradford (introduced in 1927) and the ‘Torbay Express’ (introduced in 1923) from Paddington. During the days of steam haulage locomotives for these trains, such as GWR ‘Castle’ Class 4-6-0, were turned on a turntable at Kingswear station.

Scheduled for closure by British Rail on 28 October 1972 (the Brixham branch having closed in 1963) the line never actually closed and was taken over by the Dart Valley Light Railway Ltd at the end of that year – in the intervening 2 months BR operated a diesel multiple unit service on behalf of the DVLR. Services began in January 1973 and were worked by the company until 1991. Since then the operating company has been the Paignton & Dartmouth Steam Railway (now simply known as the ‘Dartmouth Steam Railway’) and it has the advantage of being linked with the national system at Paignton. A passing loop was opened at Churston in 1979 and 2 years later the BR turntable from Goodrington was moved there while the passing loop at Goodrington Sands was reinstated in 2007. At the other end of the line, Kingswear, passengers from the trains can take a ferry across to Dartmouth or take a pleasure cruise up the scenic River Dart. A journey along the line offers a variety of scenic attractions including 3 viaducts and a tunnel, passing sandy beaches and a river estuary. Motive power is provided by 3 ex-GWR steam locomotives – 2-8-0T No 4277 Hercules, 2-8-0T No 5239 Goliath and 4-6-0 No 7827 Lydham Manor – BR Standard Class ‘4’ No 75014 Braveheart and a Class 37 ex-BR diesel. A service of regular trains operates along this attractive route, with an ex-‘Devon Belle’ observation car being attached to certain trains. The ‘Dartmouth Express’ dining train is also provided on certain evenings and for Sunday lunches.

[image: No image description]
THEN

Ex-GWR ‘Hall’ Class 4-6-0 No 4919 Donnington Hall calls at Churston station with a train from Kingswear on 31 August 1959. On the left is the bay platform for the Brixham branch line. Built at Swindon Works in 1929, No 4919 was withdrawn in 1964.
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NOW

Ex-GWR ‘4500’ Class 2-6-2T No 4555 Warrior arrives at Kingswear with a train from Paignton on 8 June 2006.









LYNTON & BARNSTAPLE RAILWAY
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Woody Bay Station,
 
Martinhoe Cross,

Parracombe,

Devon EX31 4RA

01598 763487

www.lynton-rail.co.uk

LENGTH

1 mile

GAUGE

1ft 11½in.

OPEN

Most weekends throughout the year; most days April to October; see website for details



What was to become a much-loved but short-lived institution, the Lynton & Barnstaple narrow-gauge railway opened in 1898. Financially backed by millionaire publisher Sir George Newnes, the 1ft-11½in.-gauge line ran from its standard-gauge interchange station alongside the River Taw at Barnstaple Town to the up-and-coming clifftop resort of Lynton. Winding its way up through the hills and valleys of North Devon this scenic line featured stations built in a Swiss-chalet style. The First World War brought an end to its popularity and with financial difficulties brought on by increasing competition from road transport it was taken over by the newly-formed Southern Railway in 1923. Despite much investment from its new owner the little Lynton & Barnstaple struggled to pay its way and succumbed to closure on 29 September 1935 – a wreath laid at Barnstaple Town on the very last day read ‘Perchance it’s not dead but sleepeth’. How very apt, as 60 years later the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway Association purchased the former Woody Bay station. Since 1995 about a mile of track has been laid to a temporary terminus at Killington Lane. With far-reaching views towards the North Devon coast most trains are steam-hauled during the period from April to October. Extensions to Lynton in the north and to Blackmoor Gate and Wistpoundland Reservoir in the south are serious long-term plans



[image: No image description]




[image: No image description]
 



OEBPS/images/f0008-01.jpg
W e






OEBPS/images/f0010-03.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0014-01.jpg
PLYMOUTH

[ ]
Penzance






OEBPS/images/f0010-02.jpg
PROSPIDNICK HALT O
TRUTHALL HALT O





OEBPS/images/f0010-01.jpg
.Plymouth

°
HELSTON






OEBPS/images/f0014-03.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0014-02.jpg
MARSH MILLS O
PLYM BRIDGE PLATFORM O





OEBPS/images/f0020-02.jpg
PAIGNTON

PAIGNTON (QUEEN'S PARK)
GOODRINGTON SANDS
CHURSTON

GREENWAY HALT
KINGSWEAR

O=O==0=0





OEBPS/images/f0020-01.jpg
PAIGNTON

Plym.outh

[ ]
Penzance






OEBPS/images/f0017-01.jpg
L

"t






OEBPS/images/title.jpg
BRITAIN’S

HERITAGE
RAILWAYS

Discover more than 100 historic lines





OEBPS/images/f0013-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0023-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780008467999_Cover.jpg
Collins






OEBPS/images/f0016-01.jpg
LAUNCESTON
°

PIym. outh

[ ]
Penzance






OEBPS/images/f0012-02.jpg
BODMIN GENERAL O

BOSCARNE JUNCTION O

COLESLOGGETT HALT O
BODMIN PARKWAY @





OEBPS/images/f0016-03.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0016-02.jpg
LAUNCESTON O
HUNT'S CROSSING O
CANNA PARK O
NEWMILLS O





OEBPS/images/f0012-01.jpg
BODMIN
°

'Plymouth

(]
Penzance






OEBPS/text/nav.xhtml


Contents







		Cover



		Title Page



		Copyright



		Note to Readers



		Contents



		Introduction



		Southwest England



		Helston Railway



		Bodmin & Wenford Railway



		Plym Valley Railway



		Launceston Steam Railway



		South Devon Railway



		Dartmouth Steam Railway



		Lynton & Barnstaple Railway



		Seaton Tramway



		West Somerset Railway



		Yeovil Railway Centre



		East Somerset Railway



		Somerset & Dorset Railway Heritage Trust



		Bristol Harbour Railway



		Avon Valley Railway



		Swindon & Cricklade Railway



		Swanage Railway











		Southern England



		Didcot Railway Centre



		Cholsey & Wallingford Railway



		Chinnor & Princes Risborough Railway



		Buckinghamshire Railway Centre



		Leighton Buzzard Light Railway



		Mid-Hants Railway Watercress Line



		Epping Ongar Railway



		Sittingbourne & Kemsley Light Railway



		Rother Valley Railway



		Spa Valley Railway



		Lavender Line



		Bluebell Railway



		Kent & East Sussex Railway



		East Kent Railway



		Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway



		Isle of Wight Steam Railway











		Eastern England



		Colne Valley Railway



		Mid-Suffolk Light Railway



		Mid-Norfolk Railway



		East Anglian Railway Museum



		Whitwell & Reepham Railway



		Bure Valley Railway



		North Norfolk Railway



		Wells & Walsingham Light Railway



		Nene Valley Railway



		Lincolnshire Wolds Railway











		Central England



		Dean Forest Railway



		Severn Valley Railway



		Telford Steam Railway



		Chasewater Railway



		Tyseley Locomotive Works



		Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway



		Battlefield Line Railway



		Rushden, Higham & Wellingborough Railway



		Northampton & Lamport Railway



		Cambrian Heritage Railways



		Midland Railway – Butterley



		Nottingham Heritage Railway



		Great Central Railway



		Churnet Valley Railway



		Apedale Valley Light Railway



		Foxfield Railway



		Barrow Hill Roundhouse



		Ecclesbourne Valley Railway



		Peak Rail











		Wales



		Gwili Railway



		Brecon Mountain Railway



		Pontypool & Blaenavon Railway



		Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway



		Llangollen Railway



		Bala Lake Railway



		Vale of Rheidol Railway



		Talyllyn Railway



		Corris Railway & Museum



		Welsh Highland Heritage Railway



		Ffestiniog Railway



		Welsh Highland Railway



		Llanberis Lake Railway



		Snowdon Mountain Railway











		Northern England



		East Lancashire Railway



		Whistlestop Valley



		Middleton Railway



		Embsay & Bolton Abbey Steam Railway



		Keighley & Worth Valley Railway



		Ribble Steam Railway



		Eden Valley Railway



		Derwent Valley Light Railway



		North Yorkshire Moors Railway



		Wensleydale Railway



		Stainmore Railway



		Lakeside & Haverthwaite Railway



		Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway



		Threlkeld Quarry & Mining Museum



		South Tynedale Railway



		Weardale Railway



		Tanfield Railway



		Bowes Railway



		Beamish Museum



		North Tyneside Steam Railway



		Aln Valley Railway











		Scotland



		Leadhills & Wanlockhead Railway



		Waverley Route Heritage Association



		Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway



		Caledonian Railway



		Royal Deeside Railway



		‘The Jacobite’



		Strathspey Railway



		Keith & Dufftown Heritage Railway











		Railway Museums



		Acknowledgements



		About the Publisher











Guide





		Cover



		Contents



		Introduction













		3



		1



		2



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112



		113



		114



		115



		116



		117



		118



		119



		120



		121



		122



		123



		124



		125



		126



		127



		128



		129



		130



		131



		132



		133



		134



		135



		136



		137



		138



		139



		140



		141



		142



		143



		144



		145



		146



		147



		148



		149



		150



		151



		152



		153



		154



		155



		156



		157



		158



		159



		160



		161



		162



		163



		164



		165



		166



		167



		168



		169



		170



		171



		172



		173



		174



		175



		176



		177



		178



		179



		180



		181



		182



		183



		184



		185



		186



		187



		188



		189



		190



		191



		192



		193



		194



		195



		196



		197



		198



		199



		200



		201



		202



		203



		204



		205



		206



		207



		208











OEBPS/images/f0006-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0022-03.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0022-01.jpg
°
BARNSTAPLE

Plym.outh

[ ]
Penzance






OEBPS/images/f0022-02.jpg
WOODY BAY O
KILLINGTON LANE O





OEBPS/images/f0019-01.jpg
\NE=ELT





OEBPS/images/common02.jpg





OEBPS/images/common01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0007-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0015-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0007-02.jpg
KEY

NEAREST NATIONAL RAIL
NETWORK STATION

connecting route

O HERITAGE RAIL STATION

heritage railway line

NATIONAL RAIL
NETWORK STATION

national rail network line

end of line

proposed extension

T RAILWAY CENTRE/MUSEUM





OEBPS/images/f0011-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0021-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0021-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0018-02.jpg
TOTNES

TOTNES (RIVERSIDE)
NAPPERS HALT
STAVERTON
BUCKFASTLEIGH

O=O=0=0





OEBPS/images/f0018-03.jpg
TR e st B n®
NG ANTE N e






OEBPS/images/f0018-01.jpg
TOTNES

‘ °
Plymouth

( ]
Penzance






