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​CHAPTER ONE: JESUS’ PROMISE OF DEPARTURE AND RETURN (JOHN 14)
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I believe it’s evident, by comparison with Matthew 26.17-29, that John 13.21-30 precedes the institution of the Breaking of the Bread. Judas was not present at the institution of what was to be done in remembrance of the Lord and which was also to be a proclamation of His death “till He come” (1 Corinthians 11.26); nor were the precious truths unfolded in John 14 to be known and experienced by him. So we read in verse 31 “when therefore he was gone out, Jesus saith ...” Not until Judas had gone could the Master address His disciples as “little children” – the Greek word “Teknia” used denotes affection and endearment and is perhaps suggestive of the weak and immature condition of those He was about to leave.

He speaks first of His going, and how thankful we are that the Lord did not leave the matter with what is recorded in verse 33! “... and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come, so now I say unto you.” Had He done so, how dreadful and hopeless we should be! In reply to Peter’s question, the Lord said, in verse 36, “Whither I go, thou canst not follow Me now; but thou shalt follow afterwards.” This, together with what the Lord said to him later (see John 21.18,19) is what Peter refers to in 2 Peter 1.14, so that when the time arrived for him to put off his ‘tabernacle’ he could look forward to being where his Lord and Master was going.

What about the intervening time? Was nothing to be known of His presence during that period? This is one of the precious truths revealed by the Master in John 14. Yes! He was going away! Only those who had known all that His presence meant to them could appreciate what would be involved in His going away. He who had been their Guide, their Protector, their Comforter and Provider in whom all their hopes were centred, was now about to leave them. No wonder that the Lord said in chapter 16.6, “Because I have spoken these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart.” But then he said, But I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may be with you for ever,” Another of the same kind, as the Greek word used denotes, and One who was to “be with them for ever.”

“I will not leave you desolate”; (Revised Version Margin: “orphans,” the same word being translated “fatherless” in James 1.27). “I come unto you.” Then the Lord unfolds the truth that during His bodily presence with His disciples the Father was abiding in Him, and consequently should have been known of them. To know Him was to know the Father, to see Him was to see the Father, for said He, “I am in the Father, and the Father in Me” and now through the other Comforter, the Paraclete, who was coming, the Lord Himself would be known and seen, though not as He will be in His personal return.

The abiding of the Holy Spirit in the believer is further revealed in many New Testament Scriptures, e.g., “God sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts” (Galatians 4.6). “Know ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have from God” (1 Corinthians 6.19). That it is when we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ that the Spirit takes up His dwelling in the believer is plainly seen from Acts 11.15-17; at the time at which baptism in the Spirit into the “One Body” takes place; and that this is true of all believers is clear from 1 Corinthians 12.13.

The further, conditional promise is precious, “He that hath My commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me; and he that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father, and I will love him, and will manifest Myself unto him.” This manifestation is in keeping with what the Lord has just said, that “the world beholdeth Me no more; but ye behold Me.” In further explanation the Lord adds: “If a man love Me he will keep My word: and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him and make Our abode with him.” The abiding presence of the Father and the Son is to be known in the Spirit who abides in the believer. May it be ours to fulfil the conditions of these verses so that we each may know these happy experiences.

This gracious Paraclete whilst making real the presence of the Father and the Son to the exercised believer, will also, in keeping with the Lord’s promise, teach him all things and bring to his remembrance “all that I said unto you.” Again the Lord says, “He shall declare unto you the things that are to come” (chapter 16.18), and in His blessed ministry the things of the Christ will be kept prominently before the believer’s mind and heart.

The Cross, from which all our blessings flow, will be constantly kept before us; remembrance of the Saviour’s sufferings, and fresh revelations of His undying love, whilst the things to come He will also be unfolding, for the sufferings of the Christ were a prelude to His glory. With the blessed truth concerning the Lord’s personal return for those who are His, the first mention of which is made by the Lord Jesus in the chapter before us, the Paraclete will desire constantly to engage the mind and heart of the believer.

“In My Father’s house are many mansions, ... I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, and will receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” What a prospect is here set before us! Not only are we hastening on to a “prepared” place, prepared by the Saviour Himself, but also to be received (or taken) unto Himself.

He shall “present the Church to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.” The Lord desires that where He is, there we should be also. Listen to His prayer to His Father: “Father, that which Thou hast given Me, I will that, where I am, they also may be with Me; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world” (John 17.24). He is coming Himself for us, to fulfil the desire of His heart to have us with Him. Oh, may the response of our hearts be:

“Saviour, come, we long to see Thee,

Long to dwell with Thee above, 

And to know in full communion

All the sweetness of Thy love.

Come, Lord Jesus,

Take Thy waiting people home!”

In 1 Thessalonians 4.16,17, we are told, “The Lord Himself shall descend ... the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we that are alive ... shall together with them be caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”

“With such a blessed hope in view, 

We would more holy be;

More like our risen, glorious Lord 

Whose face we soon shall see.”

May the blessed Paraclete abiding ungrieved in our hearts, keep us ever in an expectant attitude during the waiting period, and may the prospect of the eternal joy and bliss which lies before us stimulate us to greater efforts of service for our beloved absent Lord and Master.
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​CHAPTER TWO: PAUL ON COMFORT AND RE-UNION (1 THESSALONIANS 4)
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The subject of this chapter is mainly the “comfort” that is associated with the truth of the return of the Lord Jesus. It is thought well to outline, very briefly, what we believe with regard to this great event, before dealing specifically with the comfort associated with it. For, unless certain facts are clearly established from the Scriptures, it might be argued that our hope and our comfort are based on an unsound foundation. A few of the statements to be made in this chapter will be elaborated on in subsequent chapters on the all-absorbing subject, the second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

If the frequency of scripture references to the Lord’s return is a criterion, it is a wonder to us that for so many long years the subject lay dormant, and that even now a large number do not accept the fact of a personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ. But frequency of statement is not needed to prove any truth of Scripture. The one word of the Lord, “I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, and will receive you unto Myself” (John 14.1, 2), would be fully satisfactory. The apostle Paul, in his epistles, makes (at least) fifty references to the uplifting and comforting truth of the Lord’s second coming (in its two stages).

In addition to Jesus’ own words, in John 14, spoken before His death, He speaks, in resurrection, to Peter, “If I will that he (the disciple whom Jesus loved) tarry till I come, what is that to thee?” (John 21.22). Finally, after the Lord’s ascension to glory the apostle John quotes the Lord as saying, “Yea, I come quickly” (Revelation 21.20). This threefold cord cannot be broken.

Another important testimony is that of the heavenly messengers in Acts 1.10, 11, “This Jesus, which was received up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye beheld Him going into heaven.” Space forbids a full quotation of such scriptures as the following, which please read: Philippians 3.20,21, Titus 2.11-18, Hebrews 9.28, James 5.7, and 1 John 2.28. Surely, too, in the joy of worship and giving thanks on the occasion of breaking the bread on each first day of the week, we obtain warm comfort from the words, “For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord’s death till He come” (1 Corinthians 11.26).

No fact in history is more clearly established than the first coming of the Lord. No future event is more emphatically foretold than His second coming. Paul in Hebrews 9.26 states, “Once at the end of the ages hath He been manifested (appeared, KJV), now to appear before the face of God for us.” This took place at His ascension and covers the present time and His mediatorial service on our behalf. And yet again, in Hebrews 9.28, “So Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time
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