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Introduction




The Lance of Longinus
(also known as ‘The Spear of Destiny’ and ‘The Holy Lance’) is the
name given to the lance that pierced Jesus' side as he hung on the
cross in John's account of the Crucifixion. The lance (Greek:
longche) is mentioned only in the Gospel of John
(19:31–37).

 


Crucifixion of Jesus
Christ
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Roman Centurion Longinus
used spear to pierce the side of Christ

 


Jesus was accused of sedition a civil
crime, not a religious one, which blasphemy would have been. But
Rome had no religious affiliations so Christ was “crucified between
two thieves, which the word thieves can also mean “insurgents.” A
Centurion guard was the commander over a group of roman soldiers
whose only reward was glory in one’s death on the battlefield.
Their jobs included overseeing crucifixions, a cruel and unusual
method of disposing of insurgents. So the process was not about
just killing somebody, but killing them in a horrible
way.

The Centurion over these insensitive
and heathens soldiers was probably the same one who arrested Jesus
on Thursday night in the garden, who saw Peter cut off the ear of
the servant of the high priest with a sword and Christ’s miracle of
putting it back.

The Centurion was probably with Jesus
through His four trials as the head official who maintained order.
His soldiers would have been the ones who scourge Christ with “a
multi-thong type whip used to inflict severe corporal punishment
and mocking Jesus by throwing a cloak on Him as if it were a royal
robe, putting a reed in His hand as a scepter and a crown of thorns
on His head.

These soldiers were the ones who would
have taken that mock scepter hitting Him in the face, spitting on
Him, ridiculing Him as a fake king, “Hail King of the Jews,” not
realizing He truly was the “King of Kings and Lord of Lords. “ They
were the soldiers who probably eye-witnessed the entire ordeal from
the very beginning, down the Via Dolorosa to Calvary in an act of
vulgar, unsympathetic and callous behavior in the presence of the
Son of God.

 


Roman Centurion
Longinus

 


The gospel states that the
Romans planned to break Jesus' legs, a practice known as
crucifragium, which was a method of hastening death during a
crucifixion. Just before they did so, they realized that Jesus was
already dead and that there was no reason to break his legs. To
make sure that he was dead, a Roman Centurion (named in
extra-Biblical tradition as Longinus) stabbed Christ in the side
“and immediately there came out blood and water" (John 19:34).
Roman Catholics generally understand a deeper meaning in this
event. They see it representing the Church (and more specifically,
the sacraments of Baptism and the Eucharist) issuing from the side
of Christ, just as Eve was taken from the side of Adam.
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Longinus converted to
Christianity following Christ’s death

 


Longinus is said to have been
converted to Christianity after noting the darkness descending
following Christ's death, and because he was healed of his poor
eyesight by Christ's blood flowing down his spear. The Centurion
stood in the shadow of the cross and allowed the good news of
Christ crucifixion to transform him as he cried out “Surely this
man was the Son of God!”

Longinus is said to have given up his
military life. He took instruction from the apostles and became a
monk in Cappadocia. The fiery words of someone who had actually
participated in the great events in Judea swayed the hearts and
minds of the Cappadocians; Christianity began quickly to spread
throughout the city and the surrounding villages. When he learned
of this, Pilate sent a company of soldiers to Cappadocia to kill
Longinus. When the soldiers arrived at Longinus’s village, the
former centurion himself came out to meet the soldiers and took
them to his home. After a meal, the soldiers revealed the purpose
of their visit, not knowing that the master of the house was the
very man whom they were seeking. Then Longinus identified himself
and told the startled soldiers to carry out their duty.
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Longinus was beheaded and
his head cast on a trash heap

 


The soldiers wanted to let Longinus go
and advised him to flee, but he refused to do this, showing his
firm intention to suffer for Christ. Longinus was beheaded, and his
body was buried at the place where he was martyred. The head of
Saint Longinus, however, was sent to Pilate.

Pilate gave orders to cast the
martyr’s head on a trash-heap outside the city walls. After a while
a certain blind widow from Cappadocia arrived in Jerusalem with her
son to pray at the holy places, and to ask that her sight be
restored. After becoming blind, she had sought the help of
physicians to cure her, but all their efforts were in
vain.

The woman’s son became ill shortly
after reaching Jerusalem, and he died a few days later. The widow
grieved for the loss of her son, who had served as her
guide.

Saint Longinus appeared to
her in a dream and comforted her. He told her that she would see
her son in heavenly glory, and also receive her sight.
He told her to go outside the city walls and
there she would find his head in a great pile of refuse. Guides led
the blind woman to the rubbish heap, and she began to dig with her
hands. As soon as she touched the martyr’s head, the woman received
her sight, and she glorified God and Saint Longinus.

Longinus did not start out as a saint.
An early tradition, found in a sixth or seventh century
pseudepigraphal "Letter of Herod to Pilate", claims that Longinus
suffered for having pierced Jesus, and that he was condemned to a
cave where every night a lion came and mauled him until dawn, after
which his body healed back to normal, in a pattern that would
repeat till the end of time. Later traditions turned him into a
Christian convert, but as Sabine Baring-Gould observed: "The name
of Longinus was not known to the Greeks previous to the patriarch
Germanus, in 715. It was introduced amongst the Westerns from the
Apocryphal Gospel of Nicodemus. There is no reliable authority for
the Acts and martyrdom of this saint."

Although many curious legends about
Longinus make it difficult to verify actual truths, we can be sure
of one important fact. We can celebrate with certainty that the
heart of one particular soldier was transformed. Longinus openly
glorified God before his demeaning comrades with a profound
declaration of belief and outward conversion.

Longinus is venerated, generally as a
martyr, in the Roman Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox Church,
and the Armenian Apostolic Church. His feast day is kept on 16
October in the Roman Martyrology, which mentions him, without any
indication of martyrdom, in the following terms: "At Jerusalem,
commemoration of Saint Longinus, who is venerated as the soldier
opening the side of the crucified Lord with a lance". The pre-1969
feast day in the Roman Rite is 15 March. The Eastern Orthodox
Church commemorates him on 16 October. In the Armenian Apostolic
Church, his feast is commemorated on 22 October.

Within the beautiful dome of the
Basilica of St. Peter in Rome stands an enormous statue of Longinus
pensively holding his lance.
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Statue of Longinus holding
his lance

 


Through his acts at the Cross,
Longinus not only fulfilled Biblical prophecy, but also gave the
world one of its most discussed relics: the ‘Holy Lance’. It is
also known as the ‘Lance of Longinus’ and the ‘Spear of Destiny’.
Since that time, its religious significance has become almost as
much as the ‘Holy Grail’.

 


What is the Holy
Grail?
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Jesus drank from cup at the
Last Supper

 


The Holy Grail is traditionally
thought to be the cup that Jesus Christ drank from at the Last
Supper and that Joseph of Arimathea used to collect Jesus’s blood
at his crucifixion. From ancient legends to contemporary movies,
the Holy Grail has been an object of mystery and fascination for
centuries. The Holy Grail is the subject of numerous myths and
legends, which makes it difficult for scholars to distinguish fact
from fiction.

Many literary works have portrayed the
Grail as possessing miraculous healing powers. Historians believe
that the origins of the Holy Grail can be traced back to
pre-Christian Celtic mythology as well as Christian
legend.

The quest for the Holy Grail first
made its way into written text in Chrétien de Troyes’s Old French
unfinished romance, the Conte del Graal (‘Story of the Grail’), or
Perceval, which was written around 1180.

Robert de Boron further specified its
Christian significance around 1200 in his poem Joseph d’Arimathie,
citing the Holy Grail’s origins at the Last Supper and Christ’s
death.

The Holy Grail became a popular theme
in medieval literature, and stories about it were read and recited
throughout Europe.

Some Arthurian tales claimed that
Joseph of Arimathea brought the Grail to Glastonbury in England.
One legend has it that on the spot where he buried the Grail, the
water runs red because it travels through Christ’s blood, though
scientists agree this is just the effect of red iron oxide in the
soil.

Others believed the Knights Templar, a
medieval order that protected pilgrims traveling to the Holy Land,
seized the Holy Grail from the Temple Mount during the Crusades and
secreted it away.

The mythical literary figure, King
Arthur, was said to coordinate great spiritual expeditions to
search for the enigmatic relic. Legends hold that the Grail had the
power to heal all wounds, deliver eternal youth and grant
everlasting happiness.

 


From Gospel to
Legend

 


Beginning in the Middle Ages, the
‘Holy Lance’-- along with other artifacts of the Crucifixion, such
as the Burial Shroud of Christ, the cup of the Holy Grail, and the
True Cross -- became the subject of legend, usually noted as a
receptacle of mystical power. As such it figures in the Holy Grail
narratives, Wagner’s opera Parsifal, suspense thrillers -- and even
American comic books.

Variously known as the ‘Lance of
Longinus’ and the ‘Spear of Destiny’, there are several spears that
claim to be the “actual” Holy Lance. They are: (1) the Antiochian
Lance; (2) the Armenian Lance; (3) the Vatican Lance; (4) the
Polish Lance; and (5) the Vienna Lance.

 


 



Chapter 1: The Antiochian
Lance


One of the most studied periods in
history, the Crusades, have come to hold a special -- if
controversial -- place in pop culture and history. While the Fall
of Jerusalem in 1099 A.D. was one of the bloodiest sieges in
history, with chroniclers of the time reporting crusaders wading
through blood ankle-deep after slaughtering men, women and children
indiscriminately, the Siege of Antioch deserves its own place in
history.

It wasn’t just because of the rich
trading routes and prestige that the crusaders wished to capture
the port, but also because of its religious significance. Antioch
is one of the cradles of Christianity, and according to the New
Testament, Antioch is where the name ‘Christian’ first emerges. It
is also where the future St. Paul would begin his journey to spread
Christianity to the world. Antioch then, while not as important as
Jerusalem to the crusaders, still held important religious
significance.

Early in June 1098 the army of the
First Crusade, heading south through Syria on its way to wrest
Jerusalem from the Saracens, captured the city of Antioch, but was
promptly shut in the city and besieged by a powerful Turkish and
Arab force. Food quickly ran out, morale plummeted and the
crusaders were nearing desperation when the situation was saved by
a miraculous discovery.
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Capture of
Antioch

 


A medieval French peasant named Peter
Bartholomew demanded to see the Count of Provence, one of the
principal crusading leaders. When given an audience by the
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