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	    About the Author

        
            Andrew was born in London England and moved to Los Angeles in 1979. In 1991 Andrew started a music educational publishing company A.D.G. Productions which has now published over 150 music instructional books with Andrew authoring over 80 books for piano/keyboards, woodwinds, guitar/bass, including such titles as "100 Ultimate Blues Riffs", "100 Ultimate Jazz Riffs", "Funky Organ Grooves", "Outta Sight Funk & R&B Riffs" "The Blues Scale" that are sold to and used by teachers and students throughout the world.

Andrew is an exceptional all round experienced keyboard player, composer as well as a guitarist, and his experience has enabled him to compose, produce and arrange music for many artists, TV Shows, film, theater, commercials including TV shows such as General Hospital and Oceanquest. He has worked with such notable artists as Gary Wright, Johnny Guitar Watson, Edwin Starr, Mike Pinera. His band The Super Groovers has received worldwide airplay on many jazz radio stations. Andrew is equally adept at playing and teaching in many styles including, Pop, Rock, Blues, Jazz, Funk & R&B, Gospel, Country.
Andrew plays in an instrumental jazz group called "The Super Groovers" where he co-writes all the music with saxophonist Frank Villafranca blending musical styles such as : Jazz, Blues, Funk, Latin, African, New Age, Gospel, Rock. They have released two albums Supergroovin' and Mainline Connection to critical acclaim available from various internet music retailers.

Andrew began his musical training at the age of 7, studying classical piano for 12 years. He has studied Synthesizer Programming at UCLA and was
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About This Product

‘Thank you fo buying his book, which has grown out of one of my most popular books
called *100 Ulimate Blues Riffs" for pianolkeyboards, one of the most widely studied
blues piano books on the marke today. The object of this product i 0 shaw how o play
the various techniques, both from a hythmic an soloing standpoint that makes up blues
saxophone playing. The 100 phrases or riffs cover a multtude of musical ideas and by
leaming cach one of these phrases and applying them you will build up a large
vocabulary.

Blucs songs are made up of repeitve melodic phrases and rhythmic patems that are
strung together, it i ust ke leaming  language whereby you firstIeam words which arc
then oined together to form  phrase and which in tum form  sentence e

“This book is ideal for all levels of musicianshi, from the beginner student who is
interested in understanding and playing the Blues 10 more advanced players that need
new ideas to stimulate thir creatviy. This book is also very useful for improving your
sight reading skills with examples in many diffrent keys and with many different
rhythm.

“The Blues s the bass of most contemporary music whether it is Pop, Jazz, Rhythm &
Biues, Gospel ctc. and you will hear and play al thes styles witin this book. It is my.
hope that you will be able to us these riff s  asis 0 create your own musical phrases.
‘The CD ihat comes with this book has all the 100 riffs recorded with the saxophone
playing slong with thythm tracks of piano, organ, guiar, bass and drums mmediately
followed by just the rhythm tracks 50 you, the saxophonist, can play along with the
thythm section.

Als, for people who want o improve thei ca training skills, you may want o lsen to
the saxophone part and then ry 0 duplicate whatis layed on the CD. I personally find |
‘am able to memorize musi quicker when | pick music out by car than from musical
notation. Obviously th book can be used t0 locate the notes that you ae not able o find
by listning.

“There are two important aspects o know about
formatof the "12 bar blues chord progressio

hen playing blues songs and they are the
and “the blues scale”.

“The 12 bar lues chord progresion s 12 measures in ength and once the end ofthe 12°
measure i esched the progression sarts over again and keeps repeating il the end of
the song

12 Bar Blues Progression in the Key of "C"

) maFav) c1) S0}
4
o
Fav) Frav) aa cw
Py
@w Fav) ca @w
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« Control the tempo to your skil level. As your skill level advances then increase the
tempo.

« Transpose the key. Practice the riffs in keys other than what they were writen in
There is a ranspositon function on the sequencer that will llow you to chnge keys.

« Ear training exercises. Listen to one track t 2 time at  slow tempo and try 0 pick out
the notes by ear and only referring to the book when in doubL.

= “The looping functon of the sequencer will allow you to practce a certain section,
‘whether it s one measure or  number of measure, over and over agan.

= The MIDI files can be obtained from ADG Productions for $10.00 per disk.

ADG. Productions 15517 Cordary Ave., Lawndale CA 90260 (500) 748 5934
ip/wwewadgproductions com

Notes On Swing Rhythm

‘Numerous examplesin this book are played with a swing or jazz fecl, notaed as SR next
1o the tempo. The cighth notes are notaed s normal cighth notes but are played a the
it and third notes ofaneighth note tiplet: see diagram below.

Swing Rhythm

Writien as Played As

AXaaxaaNpayxs

T - S ¢

& 283 & 48 123223323423
Each beat of a 4 beat measure is sub-divided into 3 giving  total of 12 count. The
umber tha is underlncd indicaes which beatof the measure s being counted.

Please note that a CD can only record 99 tracks, therefore Blucs riff 99 and Blues
FIT100 are both recorded on track 99 of the CD.

Musicians
Frank Villafranca - Saxophone.
Andrew D. Gordon - Keyboards, Bass & Drum Programming.
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As can be seen from the above example o the chord progression, th first four measures
consistofthe C7 () chard, ollowed by two measures of F7 (IV), two measures of C7 (1,
then one measure cach of G7 (V). F7 IV) and C7 (1) before finshing with the G7 chord
which leads perfectly back 1o the C7, repeating the cycle. The roman numerals in
brackets help in showing where the chords le within the scale. Since we are in the key of
C, C7 would be th (1) chord: F7 four notes up from C7 would be th (IV) chord and G7
ive notes up from C7 would be the (V) chord. Using the roman numeras helps us o be:
able to transpose the chord progressio intoother keys much easer than the chord names
as wellas understandingthe harmony of the music.

‘We know that the progresion consists ofthe (1), (IV) and (V) chords soif we wanted to
play the progression in the key of F then the chords would be F7 () chord, Bb7 (IV)
chord and C7 (V) chard. Make sure that you thoroughly understand and memorize this
basic chord progession, s there are ierally thousands of songs using this chord
progression. There are many variations on this basic biues progression such as playing
the F7 (IV) chord inthe second measure a5 shown inthe above example.

“The Blues scale i used most often when playing the Blues and it consists of the major
scale with the 3% 5., and 7%, notes of the sale fltiened by haf a tep.

‘The Blues Seale in the Key of "C"

f== P

v W v o v

~

“The Blues scale should be practced in as many keys as possible just as you would your
major and minor scales.

‘When playing in @ cerain key,the blus scale for that key s used throughout the whole
12-bar progession even though the chords are changing through the (1), (IV) and (V)
chords.

Computer and Sequencer Us

“Thisproduct comes with an optional MIDI fl disk for General MIDI and loads into your
sequencing program by slecting "load MIDI ile",please refr o your manal for further
instructons. Load the cxample you would ike o practie and you will hear the rhythrn
secton along with a flute MIDI sound on separat tacks.

Applications for This MIDI Program

+ Mute one of the piano tracks and play the muted track live while the sequencer is
playing th other piano partand drums.
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by Qndvews D. Gordan

QA Comprehiensive Guide to seme of the best
Blues Riffs for Tenor Saxephone

Atin: All customers
‘The audio mp3 files are available
to downioad for free at:
www.digitalsheetmusicdownloads.com/audio-fles.htm!
Password: dsmdaf1953

isbn 9781970178418

Cover Art Design: Jim Stubbington
Published by A.D.G. Productions © 2003 All Rights Reserved
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form
‘without the written consent of the copyright holder.
Printed in Canada
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Web Site http://www.adgproductions.com
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