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Born: January 26, 1920, Vienna, Austria

Died: April 26, 2009, New York City, NY

1920: An Austrian-Born Ghost Hunter was in the making. Professor Dr. Hans Holzer, best known for his plethora of hundreds of cases worldwide dealing with the paranormal and the occult, deeming him The Father of the Paranormal. In 1935, at the age of fifteen, Hans became an avid collector of antiques and coins and was an ardent bibliophile.

The 1928 book, Occultism in This Modern Age by Dr. T.K. Oesterreich, a professor at the University of Tubingen in Germany, began Hans’ interest in ghosts. His was an idle curiosity, mixed with a show-me kind of skepticism. He took a course in journalism and began selling articles to local papers. In 1949, he returned to Europe as an accredited foreign correspondent, with the intent to write articles on cultural activities, the theater, and human interest stories. He also began to compose music and write scores in New York, which later led the way to Off Broadway success in Manhattan.

One year later, Hans returned to Europe visiting many cities including London, and was invited backstage at The Hippodrome Theater where comedian Michael Bentine, was appearing. After Mr. Bentine offered Hans a home-grown tomato instead of a drink, the two hit off, as Hans was a vegan.

Through mutual friends back in Manhattan, he began work on a television series based on actual hauntings. He met regularly with others at the Edgar Cayce Foundation in New York. The purpose was to enter into a quest for truth in the vast realm of extrasensory perception.

From then on, he devoted more and more time to the field. One of the great mediums, Eileen Garret, president of the Parapsychology Foundation in New York, in 1946, worked with Hans and encouraged him to write about his work.

1963, his first book was born, titled, ‘Ghost Hunter’ and went into an unheard of eleven printings. 145 more books would follow. Hans stated that sometimes an “ordinary” person does manage to see or hear a ghost in an allegedly haunted location, be it a building or even an open space. Such a person could be sensitive or mediumistic, without knowing it and is less unusual than one might think. The Holzer Method was born before the 1950’s, where combining the work of those with sight and that of the academic and science stance to the field, would yield far better results in obtaining data to help us further understand what happens when we die.

Even though Hans was artistic and therefore sensitive person, he did not profess to mediumship and certainly would not be satisfied with the meager impressions he may have garnered himself, physically. He knew that a more advanced psychic talent would be needed for better results. So he took his “sensitive” with him, or what became affectionately known as his medium-in-tow, on cases to try and solve them for all those involved.

His career was a unique whirl wind of books, research, lectures, teaching, hundreds of national and regional talk show appearances, co-hosting/hosting programs such as Ghost Hunter on Boston’s Channel 2, NBC’s In Search Of with Leonard Nemoy (an Alan Landsburg production), Beyond The Five Senses in Louisville, KY, Explorations with Brownville Productions in Ohio. In radio, he had a continuous segment with New York City’s WOR station with famed radio personality Joe Franklin who still remains a family friend. Some books and case work yielded films such as Amityville II: The Possession, the adaptation from his best-selling novel Murder in Amityville, based on his work on the case in Amityville, Long Island and The Amityville Curse, which also became a film in 1989 that went to Sweden, the US in 1990 and then in 1991, was released in Japan.

Holzer became and still is considered a leading authority in the field of the paranormal, having earned his PhD from the London College of Applied Science. He spent over six decades traveling the world to obtain first-hand accounts of paranormal experiences, interviewing expert researchers, and developing para-psychological protocols and terminology such as ‘sensitive’ and ‘beings of light.’ He taught a class in parapsychology at the New York Institute of Technology for nearly a decade.

One of his favorite quotes comes from T.S. Elliot’s Confidential Clerk saying blandly, “I don’t believe in facts.” Hans did. “Facts,” he said, “come to think of it—are the only things—I really do believe in.”
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Introduction

What exactly is a “mysterious place,” you may ask? A mystery, to begin with, is a situation, event, or location, where some information, some element concerning it, is not fully resolved or clear. A mystery leaves room for

further exploration, further investigation and research. It also leaves room for further speculation.

We know very little about the world we live in, and despite advances in technology and communications, there remain many unanswered questions. Throughout America there are many such puzzles. In most cases, no official efforts are being made to solve a given mystery. Sometimes it is not even acknowledged as such. It is relegated instead into the safe and often preferred category of tradition, legend, or hearsay.

I have attempted to carefully select a number of such places widely scattered throughout the United States, without any claim to either completeness or scale of importance.

There are, in essence, three kinds of “mysterious places” found in this work.


	Naturally-formed places, where unusual, strange or otherwise puzzling formations or events exist or have existed. These contain elements of mystery not created by man.



	Ordinary places, where extraordinary events have been observed, such as religious shrines, miracle sites, or sites alleged to have unusual powers.



	Sites where events have occurred in the past, such as battlegrounds or historical events. A sensitive person might relive or sense the “living vibrations” of past happenings. Included here might be verified, authenticated hauntings.





To the best of my knowledge, all of the places herein mentioned can be visited. Whenever I felt it helpful, I have given directions, or mentioned nearby major cities.

It may come as a surprise to many that the U.S. contains so many interesting and unusual places. Tourist and travel agencies, whether private or governmental, tend to publicize major, well-known tourist attractions. This book will add many new travel goals and attractions which are not known to the general public. A better perspective of our historical development may also result from studying this book. The reader will become perhaps more familiar with the Europeans who came here and established their settlements, out of which ultimately developed our present-day civilization and culture. Thoughtful readers, however, will also realize that these European colonists did not come into a country devoid of culture, but one which already had a civilization of its own. Much of that civilization fell victim to the colonists, who felt obliged to impose their new ways on people who were perfectly happy with their own.

I further wish to express my appreciation to the many local administrators and custodians of sites who helped me with photographs, and to the various historical societies throughout the United States who supplied me with free information and an occasional photograph.

Prof. Hans Holzer, Ph.D.

 


ARIZONA

THE NAVAJO RESERVATION CANYONS

Located in the middle of the state, the Canyon De Chelly is an area where three great canyons rise up to a height of one thousand feet. There are many pre-historic relics in this area.

For instance, Mummy Cave dates back to 348 A.D., and is in an excellent state of preservation. It consists of two large caves joined by a narrow, hundred-foot-long ledge. There are ninety rooms and three kivas, or public rooms. Mummy Cave was home to the Basket Makers among the native American tribes until about 1284 A.D. when it seems to have been abandoned. Later the Pueblo Indians moved in and built their homes over the ancient ruins.

The Casa Blanca, or White House, is another spectacular ruin resting on a ledge and dating back to 1066 A.D. It got its name from the white clay covering parts of the walls. This building was constructed the very same year that William the Norman conquered England. The England he found was primitive, torn by petty wars among Saxons and Britons. At the same time, native Americans were erecting sophisticated houses and assembly halls here in Canyon De Chelly.

THE PETROGLYPHS OF PHOENIX

South of Phoenix, in what is now called the Hieroglyphic Canyon, there are puzzling drawings on the ancient walls. Puzzling because they do not seem to fit into any tribal pattern known to researchers, and they remain classified as “of uncertain origin.”

These drawings are unquestionably extremely ancient and bear a strange resemblance to cave drawings found in France and even to rock drawings in central West Africa. Perhaps they are the work of some pre-historic native tribe of whom we know nothing. Or perhaps they are not of “Indian” origin at all.

Many researchers have come to the conclusion that Europeans and people from Asia Minor and Africa arrived in the Americas long before the Christian era. There are even those who suggest that both these petroglyphs and their European and African “cousins” are the result of an extra-terrestrial landing long ago. Be this as it may, these particular drawings are totally dissimilar from the “usual” native-American rock drawings found elsewhere. They may represent an alphabet used by a people who came here from somewhere else, a people possessed with a higher degree of culture and advanced civilization than those who followed them much later.


ARKANSAS

FORT SMITH AND THE “HANGING JUDGE”

If it weren’t for the reputation of Judge Isaac C. Parker, called the “Hanging Judge,” Fort Smith would be an interesting but otherwise unremarkable frontier fortification. Built in 1818 on a lonely and isolated spot, the fort was the starting point of California travellers during the

Gold Rush days of the mid 1800s. The U.S. Army abandoned Fort Smith in 1824 due to changes in the boundaries of the Arkansas Territory. It was not until 1838 that a new Fort Smith came into existence on the same spot, mainly to stem the lawlessness that had lately become rampant in the area.

One of the most outspoken advocates of law and order was Judge Parker, who arrived in 1875 ostensibly to restore order in what by then had become a lawless frontier. Outlaws had their way and Indians were often mistreated by the white settlers. Judge Parker had a keen eye out for justice in respect to the native Americans, and he administered the law totally without bias.

His soubriquet of the “Hanging Judge” is not fully justified, however. During his twenty-one years as judge at Fort Smith, he condemned 160 men to death, but only 79 were actually hanged. “It was not I who hung them,” Parker said, “It is the law.” The gallows and courtroom are in excellent condition and can be visited. You may even get a feeling of the intense drama that transpired here, if you have that “gift.”
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