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These days, image is everything. The political candidate had better be blessed with confidence, charm and good looks. Forget his or her views on the real issues, it’s the photogenic smile that counts ... Society has an obsession with celebrities who employ their own ‘image consultants’ ... Any positive endorsement in the world of advertising demands someone with fabulous looks ... someone who’s the epitome of ‘cool’. 

What’s happening? Society has become very superficial. We’ve forgotten that beauty is only skin deep. But wait a minute, the Bible says: ‘... the LORD looks at the heart.’ To what extent are you influenced by the type of car she drives or the designer clothes he wears – the ‘cool’ manner, the flattering charms, the prestigious qualifications, career projections and net worth? Let international Bible teacher and radio broadcaster, Brian Johnston, help you check out what really counts with God.
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CHAPTER 1 - GOD LOOKS AT THE HEART
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These days, image is everything. The political candidate had better be well blessed with confidence, charm and good looks. Forget his or her views on the real issues it’s the photogenic smile that counts – together with being savvy with the media. Our society has an obsession with celebrities.  Sports’ ‘superstars’ like footballer David Beckham have their own ‘image consultants’.  A new kind of industry has been born. Their task is to project their client as a world icon.  Nowadays any positive endorsement in the world of advertising demands someone with fabulous looks: someone who’s the epitome of ‘cool’. The advertisers’ message is: if you want to be thought of as sophisticated, somebody to be admired, then you must have our product and then the image projected in the advert will materialize.

These strategies work. They’re enormously successful because our society has become very superficial. We’ve forgotten that beauty is only skin deep. We’ve fooled ourselves into thinking that God is just as easily impressed as society around us. After all, we can always dress up our CV and spin a good story about our failures. But wait a minute ... The Bible tells us in the First Book of Samuel that the first king of Israel was a man called Saul. He cut a fine figure. He seemed the ideal role model – tall, handsome and impressive. He was a head taller than all the others (1 Samuel 10:23). There was no-one like him along all the people (v.24). 

Unfortunately, after making a good start, he proved to be foolish and disobedient. The ‘people’s man’ turned out to be a disaster for them.  In choosing Saul’s replacement, the Bible tells us that God made a point of demonstrating his total rejection of this world’s standards.


“The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel?  Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem.  I have chosen one of his sons to be king” ... You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”  Samuel did what the LORD said.  When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him.  They asked, “Do you come in peace?”   Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.  Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.”  Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’S anointed stands here before the LORD.”  But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him.  The LORD does not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”  




Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass in front of Samuel.  But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.”  Jesse then made Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”  “There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the sheep.”   Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”  So he sent and had him brought in.  He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features.  Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.” So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power.  Samuel then went to Ramah” (1 Samuel 16:1-13).



The key statement in all that we’ve read is this: ‘Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.’  Think about it.  What sort of ‘outward things’ do you look for in people?  Perhaps they’re just the kind of things our culture reinforces in all the ways we were thinking about to start with in this chapter.  To what extent are we influenced by the type of car she drives or the designer clothes he wears – the ‘cool’ manner, the flattering charms, the prestigious qualifications, career projections and net financial worth?  For some people first impressions are lasting impressions and they’re not based on very much.

Have you ever wondered why God had Samuel look at each of Jesse’s sons before revealing to Samuel that he had in fact chosen David?  It’s so hard for us not to be impressed by ‘outward things’, by mere externals.  Surely God wanted to really emphasize the point to Samuel time and time again that externals don’t count – it’s what inside counts. God valued the ‘inner qualities’ he found in David, though he was the youngest son, and apparently overlooked initially even by his own father.  That brings us to the question of what specific ‘inner qualities’ God values – and how we can develop that kind of character.  We can find such a list in Colossians 3:12-14:


“Put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another, even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.  But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.”



These are qualities we’re told to ‘put on’.  I find that tremendously encouraging.  This isn’t a question – certainly isn’t to remain a question – of you’ve either got it or you haven’t.  We can clothe ourselves with – or sink down into – these things, we can acquire them in ever greater measure.  So let’s make sure we’re taking time to pray for the development of these inner qualities in our lives and character. These are Christian qualities.  They were found in all their perfection in the life of Jesus Christ.  The apostle Paul was talking to believers on the Lord Jesus when he wrote these words.  God’s plan for Christ’s followers is that we become more like Christ, the one we follow.  All the inner qualities God values were modeled in Christ.  God the Father declared from heaven: ‘This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased’.  

Our lives, too, will please God when they become more like Christ’s.  It’s the work of God’s Spirit within us to bring about this change. That’s the great possibility open to anyone who’s experienced the new birth – which is the inner change that takes place when we place our faith in Jesus Christ, God’s Son – the change only God can make in us so that we’re fit for heaven.  For the rest of our life as Christians we’re to aim to become in daily life before others what we are already in God’s sight.  The old worldly perspective is to pass away.  Paul says: “From now on we regard no-one from a worldly point of view.  Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer” (2 Corinthians 5:16).

These words tell us that a believer’s view of Christ should be radically different from an unbeliever’s and the believer’s view of all men and women should now take its bearings from his or her view of Christ.  Let’s make sure we’re not regarding anyone from a worldly point of view, obsessed with mere outward appearance.  Let’s take our bearings from our view of Christ, and look for the inner qualities that made his life the most attractive life ever lived on this planet.  Let’s aim to develop these qualities in ourselves first, and then encourage them in others around us.
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CHAPTER 2 - THE BATTLE IS THE LORD’S
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When were you last faced with a challenge that was seemingly beyond your own abilities?  How did you respond?  One of the myths of our culture is the saying ‘if you set your mind to it, you can do anything’.  The Bible confronts that myth head-on in the famous story of David and Goliath which we come to in this chapter.  Before we focus on David, I want you to read what the Bible had to say about all the Israelite soldiers in King Saul’s army.  We’ll pick up the story as David sets out to join them.


“Early in the morning David left the flock with a shepherd, loaded up and set out, as Jesse had directed.  He reached the camp as the army was going to its battle positions, shouting the war cry.  Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing each other.  David left his things with the keeper of supplies ran to the battle lines and greeted his brothers.  As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance and David heard it.  When the Israelites saw the man, they all ran from him in great fear” (1 Samuel 17:20-24).



So that’s how they responded when faced with overwhelming odds.  And who would blame them for running away?  No matter how they tried to set their mind on the fabulous reward the king offered, they just couldn’t bring themselves
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