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      “I first fell in love with Paschal Beverly Randolph when my eyes had the pleasure of ingesting Eulis: The History of Love. The tone of his voice was like a trumpet that kicked up sparks in my soul like listening to John Coltrane. I attempted to acquire all his works, which, one by one, I devoured like a child discovering pudding. But Magia Sexualis eluded me in obscurity and exorbitantly priced collector shops. This new translation by Donald Traxler comes at a time when there is much confusion about including consciousness and attention in the sexual act, a time when many are lost in the sexual phantasmagoria of the internet and construct evasive places in their minds to avoid participation with their flesh. The practices contained in this work present an antidote to the disconnection of technology, the detachment of the corporeal, and re-immerse the participant with the act they are engaging in. We can only hope—if people combat and remedy the removal of their souls from the actions of their bodies—it will spread to other areas of all of our lives.”

      MAJA D’AOUST, WHITE WITCH

      “In the field of esoteric studies no one is more mysterious and fascinating than the self-created American original Paschal Beverly Randolph. In this new edition of Magia Sexualis, Donald Traxler provides an accurate translation of Randolph’s most puzzling and practical text. This text would not have existed but for the synthesizing effort of the European original Maria de Naglowska, under whose hand this work was made manifest. This translation thankfully helps preserve both of these important and obscure figures in our sphere of knowledge.”

      STEPHEN FLOWERS, PH.D., AUTHOR OF
LORDS OF THE LEFT-HAND PATH

      “This undisputable classic of the occultist movement is now available in a reliable English translation. The pioneering importance of Paschal Beverly Randolph has been well known since John Patrick Deveney’s great monograph of 1997, but Maria de Naglowska remains largely unknown. Magia Sexualis should be an incentive for further investigations into one of the most mysterious personalities in the history of sexuality and its multiple liaisons with esotericism and the occult.”

      WOUTER HANEGRAAFF, COAUTHOR OF
HIDDEN INTERCOURSE: EROS AND SEXUALITY

IN THE HISTORY OF WESTERN ESOTERICISM
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      Preface

      AN INSTRUMENT OF INITIATIC KNOWLEDGE

       

      
        PASCHAL BEVERLY RANDOLPH

        Doctor Paschal Beverly Randolph*4 is one of the great, mysterious figures of nineteenth-century occultism.

        There has been much talk about him, and much heated discussion of his bizarre theories by those not initiated into them, outside of his students and secret adepts. But it has never been possible to reconstruct the personality and intimate life of this American mulatto who trusted no one and constantly surrounded himself with absolutely impenetrable mystery. Silence was his emblem and the watchword that he imposed on all those who approached him.

        Still, the few details, furnished by some of his friends, attest that this man, possessed of an unusual strength of will and a tenacious perseverance, completely mixed his personal life with the work to which he had consecrated himself from his youth. He had only one goal and never withheld from it the smallest bit of his energy: to know the supreme laws of Life and of the Creation by means of continual study and experience.

        Randolph’s life was, indeed, an effort of uninterrupted discipline with a view to becoming the instrument of initiatic knowledge that he wished to be.

        Randolph was the first who fearlessly raised the veil covering the nudity of Isis, and this immense courage allowed him to proudly proclaim that the key to all the mysteries of the Universe is to be found in Sex.

        “Sex is the greatest magical power of Nature,” Randolph said, and he demonstrated it to his students.

        Randolph had begun his studies in the heart of the secret society known as the H. B. of L. (Hermetic Brotherhood of Luxor), whose headquarters were located in Boston on Boylston Street. But, in about the year 1870, he founded his own initiation circle, E. B. (Eulis Brotherhood), and, together with the doctors Fontaine and Bergevin, he examined occult data in the light of contemporary science.

        Barbet, who was one of his best friends, was amazed by the results obtained: the mysterious, the incomprehensible, were boldly brought to the state of clear truths, controlled by strict laboratory procedures.

        This was a true revolution in the occultists’ world, for it took away the most redoubtable weapon of the merchants of mystery while at the same time bringing to nothing their dubious methods of enrichment at the expense of gullible crowds.

        With science supporting and controlling the miracle, the latter became a concrete reality under certain well-determined conditions, but it looked like humbug and lying when those conditions were not fulfilled.

        A ferocious campaign was then directed at Randolph. He was accused of having betrayed the traditions, of having revealed the key of the mystery, reserved for the initiates, of having thrown pearls before swine.

        Madame H.-P. Blavatsky fought him violently. Between her and him there was one of those spiritual wars of which we have an example in the well-known case of the conflict between Peladan and Eliphas Levi.

        The founder of the Theosophical Society unleashed a sort of occult duel against Randolph, which caused, they say, the premature death of the latter.

        But all this agitation, visible and invisible, around the name and work of Randolph made him famous, if not rich. His novels were read and commented upon, although often in a contradictory manner. His Asrotis, his Dhoula-Bell, his Magh-Thesor, his She, and his Master Passion, knew their hour of glory, while his theoretical treatises, such as The Magnetic Mirror, The Ansairetic Mystery, Communication with the Dead, and The Intimate Secrets of the Mysteries of Eulis, got the passionate attention of specialists.*5

        Still, in all the books, light was not shed completely. P. B. Randolph—who in spite of what his detractors said, did not throw pearls before swine, knowing the dangers of too hasty revealing—kept the definitive keys for complete understanding of his work for the members of his circle, the Eulis Brotherhood.

        The volume that we offer to the reader today contains some of these keys: magical abstracts and recipes accompanied by explanatory notes, which Randolph’s disciples transcribed in their own handwriting, from the Master’s dictation.

        These fragments, infinitely precious because formidably efficacious, have in addition been supplemented by some chapters, taken on the one hand from the theoretical part of the Intimate Secrets of the Mysteries of Eulis and on the other from The Magnetic Mirror, notably from the introduction to this work and from its practical part, which has still never been published.

        In delivering these keys to the cultivated public of our time, we declare ourselves to be the defenders of Randolph’s work, while rejecting the stupid accusation of black magic.

        And anyway, what do those two words mean, that even today so many not-very-enlightened persons pronounce with fear? Nothing, except a superstitious fear, remains of a long period of somber ignorance.

        Magic is a science that differs from the so-called positive sciences due to the psychic and spiritual factors, which it implies just as well for the object as for the subject of the operative act. Magic is never either white or black; but it can be benefic or malefic, according to the purpose for which one makes use of it. Magic is a weapon, and like all weapons, one can make use of it for the good or ill of oneself or another—but because it is powerful, it is obviously dangerous in unskillful hands.

        But magic is also a sacred and royal science in the sense that it cannot be acquired by someone who is not worthy of it; and morbid neuroses and often even madness are the share of those who give themselves to it without the requisite aptitude and preparation.

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          Paschal Beverly Randolph
        

        It is necessary to be armed with patience, with calm, and with a great courage to clear its first threshold, and above all, it is necessary to love this science for itself, and not for the material and personal advantages that it procures.

        P. B. Randolph had these qualities and still more; that is why he became a great magician, whom all vaguely feared and envied. If he died young, while his adversary, Madame H.-P. Blavatsky, triumphantly lived to a very advanced age, it is, undoubtedly, because his task on this earth was finished more rapidly than that of the founder of the theosophical movement.

        For, indeed, Randolph’s mission was to find and to temporarily hide a light; that of H.-P. Blavatsky was to train the masses.

        Today those masses are trained, and they will accept and understand without too much trouble the things that, in 1880, would have done them more harm than good.

        The modern spiritualist elite will line up on the side of Randolph, without failing to recognize, because of that, the indisputably magnificent work of H.-P. Blavatsky, whose memory we here respectfully salute.

        Each epoch has its task, and its recognized personage.

        MARIA DE NAGLOWSKA

      

    

  
    
      Introduction

      THE MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOK ABOUT SEX MAGIC EVER WRITTEN

      Donald Traxler

      There are so many mysteries connected with this book that one hardly knows where to begin in introducing it. Magia Sexualis was supposedly written, in English, by Paschal Beverly Randolph. It has, however, only come down to us in French, “translated” by Maria de Naglowska. I have put the word “translated” in quotes because, in reality, Naglowska did much more. Perhaps “compiled” would be a better word. While the greater part of the content can be traced to known works of Randolph, a very significant portion cannot. Our search for answers, for sources, for understanding must begin with these two fascinating and very colorful people.

      Paschal Beverly Randolph (1825–1875) may or may not have been, as he claimed, a medical doctor. He did write with apparent easy familiarity about many medical matters, though his opinions hardly represented mainstream thinking, and in at least one case these opinions landed him in jail.*1 1

      Randolph may or may not have known Abraham Lincoln. The legend that Lincoln sent him on a diplomatic mission may or may not be true. There is much doubt about these and other points concerning P. B. Randolph. On some other points, though, we are on firmer ground.

      What we do know is that Randolph was an occultist, a Rosicrucian, and a sex theorist. He was also a snake-oil salesman who dabbled in the hashish trade.2 We also know that he finished badly, either by his own hand or that of another, with a gunshot to the head.

      From Randolph’s own works we know that he wrote in a disorganized and bombastic nineteenth-century style that few, if any, would find acceptable today. If one has read any of Randolph’s writings, one is forced to the conclusion that he would not have been capable of producing the clear and well-organized classic that is Magia Sexualis in its present form. That, of course, is where Naglowska comes in.

      Maria de Naglowska (1883–1936) was born into an aristocratic family in Saint Petersburg. She got the best education a young girl of her time could get and excelled in her studies. Her French was impeccable, and in her later life she is said to have spoken ten languages. She fell in love with a young Jewish musician, Moise Hopenko, and married him, which caused a break with her parents. When her husband, an ardent Zionist, decided to go to Palestine, she was left on her own resources with three small children. She supported herself by writing, as a journalist, a translator, and a poet. Her writing style in all these forms was spare, clear, and elegant. In addition to her writing skills, Naglowska had many contacts in the world of occultism, and was an occultist herself, with a mystical bent. She eventually gave the world a new religion, which she called the Third Term of the Trinity.

      Exactly how Naglowska’s partnership with the long-departed Randolph to produce this sex-magic classic came about is not known. She claimed that she had worked from a handwritten manuscript in English, but no such manuscript has ever been found. To add to the mystery, the publisher of Magia Sexualis, Robert Télin, claimed on the back cover of the book that the English edition of the work would be forthcoming in December 1931 (just a month after the printing of the French edition). At the same time, French translations of five other works by Randolph were promised. None of this ever came to pass, and it is doubtful whether Naglowska ever translated anything else by Randolph.

      So where did this material come from? It gives the impression of having come from an initiatic milieu, and perhaps from more than one such source. Both Randolph and Naglowska had such connections. A close examination of the material reveals that much of it was indeed taken from works by Randolph, such as The Ansairetic Mystery, The Mysteries of Eulis, and Seership! The Magnetic Mirror. But there is also content there that cannot be found in any of Randolph’s known works.*2 Some of this mystery content may have come from works of his that were never published, or from French Rosicrucians such as Joséphin Péladan, but we must also consider sources that appear to have influenced Naglowska in her own original works, such as Eliphas Levi and Eugene Vintras. Much research remains to be done.*3

      Whatever its sources, Magia Sexualis is the most influential book on sex magic ever written. This is the more amazing, because it was originally published only in French, in an edition of only 1,007 copies.

      To be sure, there were other French editions after Naglowska’s death. Magia Sexualis has also been translated into Italian (by Naglowska’s probable lover, Julius Evola), German, Polish, Spanish, and Dutch. In 1988 a pirate edition in English, translated by the late Robert North with the title Sexual Magic, was published by Magickal Childe (imprint of the late Herman Slater). I have seen only brief excerpts from North’s English translation, and those excerpts contained serious errors. Deveney referred to it as “a translation of sorts,”3 which is consistent with what I know of North’s publications on Naglowska. Even so, the book is now somewhat rare and often sells for as much as a hundred dollars, when it is available.

      Bearing all of the above in mind, and having a special interest in Maria de Naglowska, in addition to my interest in Randolph, it seemed to me that a good edition in English was much needed. It is my hope that the present translation will fill that need and that in this form Magia Sexualis will achieve greater renown than ever before.

      DONALD TRAXLER began working as a professional translator (Benemann Translation Service, Berlitz Translation Service) in 1963. Later he did translations for several institutions in the financial sector. On his own time he translated poetry and did his first metaphysical translations in the early 1980s. He later combined these interests, embarking on an ambitious, multiyear project to translate the works of Lalla (also known as Lalleshvari, or Lal Ded), a beloved fourteenth-century poet of Kashmir Shaivism. That project is still not complete, but many of the translations have become favorites of contemporary leaders of the sect. He is currently focusing on Western mysticism in a five-book series on Maria de Naglowska for Inner Traditions. He is contemplating a major project on another European mystic and an eventual return to and completion of the Lalla project. Except for Lalla, he translates from Spanish, French, and Italian. All of his projects are labors of love.
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