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Chapter 1:
Preface and
introduction

Preface

This new edited book has the goal to teach
you classical guitar by giving you the elementary foundation how
you can play this amazing musical instrument.

My interesting in classical music hat started
during my stay in Germany.

When I studied in Germany I always went to
classical music concerts at universities. But I have to admit that
I had some affection for strings musical instruments before that. I
always had the habit, meanwhile I learned the economic stuff, I
listened classical music for the better concentration. Since then
have not stopped to listen such music, and long years later I
decided to taught myself classical guitar then I edited this very
compact guitar book.

Needles to say, that this book is oriented to
teach classical guitar for beginner and for music teachers who want
to teach classical guitar. This book helps you to find out the way
how you can learn playing guitar efficiently and enjoyable, without
too much effort, and in order to do not get frustrated at the first
attempt. In this book I will tell you my experiences how I learned
playing this instrument step by step.

In the first paragraphs I tell you how I got
involved with the classical guitar, and I also describe the most
important part of the guitar and the right manner to hold an
acoustic guitar. Then I start softly with the pitch letters or
music's alphabets illustrated on a real guitar neck. I recommend
taking a look carefully in this matter, before you continue to read
the book.

The next important step is I show you how you
can learn tune your guitar strings by ears on the fifth fretboard.
At the same time you are learning how you can read the
tablatures.

When you can tune yourself your guitar then
you exercise the motions of your left and the right fingers by
playing the chromatic scale. Afterward you can play some short
classical pieces seeing these short tablatures. The magic word is
here “practice” you must exercise so long you can play. For this
purpose there are a few scales and all tablatures that you can
play. Please spend a few minutes for exercising.

You have to familiarize with terms like
arpeggios, chords and bar or barré technique. So, at the end you
will be able to play classical pieces but you will be able to play
and to sing a few songs as well.

Next I explain you the practical use from
ASCII- tablature, on which you can write music notes too, so as
tabs. ASCII-tablatures are almost the same as the common tabs; the
practical aspect of this Tab method is that you can use the
software word Pad for writing tab’s symbols. This method has many
musical symbols that we need to learn when we want read tabs,
pentagrams or chords

So far with this part of the book

The next part of this book is where you can
learn reading notations on treble staff or pentagram. Although this
paragraph is not so important for reading and playing tablatures
but you need to catch this musical theory when you will like
playing guitar or violin professionally later. I will illustrate
this complex musical theory in very simple way. So do not worry
about this.

In the end of this book you are going to find
many tablatures and pentagram, simple and rather difficult and you
also are going to find chords and songs with lyrics by: Bob Dylan,
The Beatles and John Denver, so you can sing and play guitar at the
same time. In addition to that I prepared for you a difficult
tablature as a Pink Floyd’s performance so you can use and exercise
most of ASCII ’s symbols that I wrote for you.

So, I wish have lot of fun with your
learning!

This is for the people which have already
bought the old book. If you can probe by receipt that you bought
the old book, I will send you a this new one free by mail, but only
in E-Pub or Mobi format. You find out my Mail above in the
copyright page.
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1. Introduction

This book is designed to teach you the most
important subjects and in simple way, what you need to know for
playing classical guitar pretty properly. You will not learn
rapidly as the professional musicians like the Spaniards Romero’s
brothers, but you will reach the goal learning step by step. This
book will give you the basically the tools to improve your musician
abilities.

First at all to learn playing classical
guitar with this book you need lot of motivation and perseverance.
You need to get new or old guitar, a computer, Internet.

I tell you here shortly my experience how I
started playing guitar. I used to love hearing how the strings
sound. At first I saw the Argentinean guitarist in a concert in
Bochum, Germany called Atahualpa Yupanqui. And then I bought a long
play record (vinyl); a few years later I bought a cassette of John
Williams who played guitar masterpieces of Spanish composer, and I
loved hearing strings music pieces. This way it began my interest
for classical guitar.

When I was in Germany I tried to play folks
Chilean music for this purpose, I bought my first guitar but did
not have enough time and motivation for exercising. In other words,
I spent not much time to practice, because I struggled with the
German language and my economic study.

When I ended my economic study in Germany I
had to sell my guitar. When I went back to Chile, many years later
after recovering from an illness, I decided to learn playing guitar
again, but this time I should teach myself classical guitar, I was
48 years old. So I bought an old guitar at flea market in Santiago.
And I started playing classical music enthusiastically.

In Internet I found out many tablatures that
I downloaded and tried to play and with success. After exercising a
few months it was awesome as I could play pieces like: “allegretto”
of Mauro Giuliani, then “Etude”, and “Lágrimas” of Francisco
Tárrega and “Andantino” of Fernando Carulli and so on. I could
hardly believe in my musical skill.

At first it was not too easy because I have
to play the scales that I taught myself, initially my left hand
fingers were too much stuffy; like all guitarist beginners I had
hard time, my fingertips were sore, but any way I developed a daily
routine spending about 25 minutes average practicing. These
exercises toughened up my fingertips of my left hand. In short time
my fingers stopped hurting.

This experience have each guitarist beginner,
there is no other way to learn playing guitar that is why you
suggest large motivation and perseverance to reach your goal. You
must be got obsessed a bit by string sounds. So you will never give
up!

As I already have told you I downloaded
classical guitar notations (on tablature) from Internet, but in
order to read and to hear them I needed software, such software
allowed me to see the tablatures and the treble sheets, as well. By
these software is possible to see the tablatures and you can hear
the pieces in midi format.

After downloading the especial software that
I will write for you later on, I downloaded the pieces which I most
loved playing and which were easier to play to me. At the end of
this book I give you all information about the web pages and I'll
write the links for you. There will be also all pieces which I
played at begin.

Before I forget, maybe you need a printer; so
you have to see the tablature on paper, unless you like to look
them on a tablet screen. If you like investing a little more money
for learning you can buy a musical note holder.

So, after I told you how I began to interest
me for the sound of guitar strings, I’ll tell you now how I have
practiced the motions my four left hand fingers. I felt the guitar
strings too stiff when I started to play the scales. First I try to
coordinate the left hand fingers with my right thumb. Initially I
pluck the strings with thumb finger of my right hand and I fretted
with my four fingers: index (iF), middle (mF), ring (rF) and little
finger (lt) from the top of the guitar neck to down to the bottom
and at time tried to pluck the strings with my thumb finger

At begin you can use your right hand thumb or
you should buy a pick, but if you like playing classical music on
you guitar, you have to practice at the less by two fingers, but it
is better if you try to start with your four fingers. So you can
pluck arpeggios while you pluck the bass or the thick strings with
your thumb finger and hit the 3 thinnest nylon strings with the
index, middle and ring finger. Make you sure you pluck directly
over the sound-hole of the guitar.

At the beginning the speed is not too
important, the most important thing is the precision, it means, the
right position of your four left fingers pressing the strings in
order to sound well each string. That is why guitar musicians
always suggest the beginners must start playing the scales. And
when you fret the strings on the fret board on your guitar, make
sure that each note is ringing clearly and free.

In this booklet I will explain you all my
secrets: tricks and shortcut and improvisations that I used when I
started learning this subject.

So for summarizing, I make again a list what
you need to play guitar relative well:

-As I have already told you must be highly
motivated

- You have to love so much how the strings
sound

- You need a guitar (new one or old one), a
computer and a guitar tuner. Guitar tuner is not too important at
this moment because you must learn how you tune your guitar by
hear. Once you could tune your guitar yourself then you will have already been learned an
important part of this book.

-You need to exercise with your eight
fingers. Later on when you will be no more a beginner, you might
play your guitar just with one hand like the guitarists: Pepe
Romero (from Spain) and Cacho Tirao (from Argentinean). But I am
quite sure that they have a particularly innate skill. Beside I am
pretty sure too that you will play pieces without seeing a
tablature.

Never, never, you are too young or too old to
learn playing guitar, what you just need the desire to make music,
and it must be funny for you. These are the most important things.
Playing guitar is cool as a good drug for your brain.

If you are constant and perseverant, you can
learn without too much effort. But you need to practice at the
least 20 minutes daily. And you need to understand the pictures
that I show here for you. First of all you need to learn how you
can read tabs, but you must not read necessary sheet notations,
this you can learn by helping of music teacher later on. Here the
book shows the pentagram because you just have to learn how fast
you have to play the notations of the pieces.

Please watch the pictures thoroughly that I
illustrate for you in this book, and then try to understand them,
and then you have to tray playing the notations on your guitar.

I still practice classical guitar average
about 15 minutes daily and at the weekend I always practice a
little more. The more time you spend playing guitar is much better,
this way you will be able to improve the motions your 8 fingers.
That means the motions your fingers will be more skillful


cover.jpg
Classical
guitar for
Beginner

This way I taught myself
classical guitar

éf\ ¢DH R &

S BN

Learning classical guitar step by step
Author: Tirso José Alecoy
Economist and mentor in education





