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            Two Weddings & a Baby

          

          Flatiron 5 Fitness #5

        

      

    

    
      It’s September in Manhattan and the weather is perfect for a wedding—if not two! Cassie and Reid tie the knot with style in this short story, while Haley and Damon take their vows surrounded by friends and family. Will Shannyn and Tyler’s son arrive in time for the festivities? Join the F5F crew as they celebrate two weddings, welcome the first child of the partners, and make changes to build the future of their fitness club.
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            Flatiron Five Fitness

          

        

      

    

    
      Straight out of college, five friends with a dream joined forces to build success. Ten years later, their exclusive fitness club, Flatiron Five Fitness, is the hottest destination in Manhattan. People flock to F5F to get fit, to get lucky, and even, to fall in love. The founding partners have been immune to F5F’s romantic spell—at least, so far...

      
        
        Flatiron Five Fitness

        1. Just One Fake Date

        Tyler and Shannyn

      

        

      
        2. Just One More Time

        Kyle and Lauren

      

        

      
        3. Just One Night Together

        Damon and Haley

      

        

      
        4. Just One Hometown Hero

        Cassie and Reid

      

        

      
        5. Two Weddings & a Baby

        A Novella

      

        

      
        6. Just One Second Chance

        Theo and Lyssa

      

        

      
        7. Just Home for the Holidays

        Hunter and Chloe

      

        

      
        8. Just One Silver Fox

        Jacquie and Pierce

      

        

      
        9. Just the Wrong Twin

        Sonia and Nate

      

        

      
        10. When Annika Met Thom

        Coming April 2022
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      Don’t miss the spin-off series, Flatiron Five Tattoo. Each month, on the full moon, Chynna gives away a special tattoo that brings true love to the recipient. These are their stories.

      
        
        1. Just One Snowbound Night

        (Olivia and Spencer)

      

        

      
        2. Just One Vacation Night

        (Reyna and Kade)

      

        

      
        3. Just One Unforgettable Night

        (Lexi and Gabe)

      

        

      
        4. Just One Christmas Night

        (Chynna and Trevor)

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

      

      The Flatiron Five Fitness series is also available in boxed sets, each including three or four books.

      Visit the F5F Boxed Sets page on my website for more information and links.
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        Manhattan—September 6

      

      

      Hunter was terrified.

      The last thing he wanted was to lose his job at the dance club at Flatiron Five Fitness. He loved working there. He’d loved even being there, and that had made it easy for him to make an argument to Tyler about hiring him. He loved the job even more than he’d anticipated and already didn’t know what he’d do without it.

      But why else would Kyle have called him in for an appointment on Thursday afternoon at the club? Hunter couldn’t dismiss his feeling that something bad was going down, even though he couldn’t figure out why. As he rode the train downtown, he composed a list of everything he’d done right at the club.

      Maybe he shouldn’t have beat Kyle at the dance contest.

      His heart was racing by the time he reached the club, and he knew he’d walked faster than usual. He took a deep breath and tried to look cool. It was easier to deny something to a person who wanted it really badly. Hunter didn’t know why, much less what that said about human nature, but he’d seen it in action enough times to believe it.

      He tried to look nonchalant as he sauntered into the lobby. Kyle was leaning against the receptionist desk, obviously waiting for him, and Hunter fought back his sense of doom.

      Why Kyle?

      The song changed, and Kyle pointed a finger at Sonia.

      “It could be your theme song,” she teased him, as Hunter came closer.

      “Twist and Shout?” Kyle asked, starting to dance.

      “No, the next line,” Sonia said. “Shake it up, baby.”

      Kyle laughed. “Me?” he asked, feigning innocence.

      “You,” Sonia agreed with a smile. “You love turning everything and everyone upside down.”

      Hunter swallowed, not liking the sound of that.

      “It’s a gift,” Kyle informed her and she just shook her head. He seized her hand and they did the twist beside the front desk. “Hey, Hunter!” Kyle waved a welcome. “Glad you could stop by.”

      Hunter reminded himself that he’d talked his way into the job at the club, and he’d talk a lot more to keep it. “No problem,” he said cheerfully and shook Kyle’s offered hand. “What’s going on?”

      “He’s going to shake you up, baby,” Sonia confided, but she didn’t look too worried about that. “He’s been doing it to everyone today.”

      “Really?” Hunter looked between the two of them.

      “It’s my mission and I’ve chosen to accept it,” Kyle said in an ominous tone. “Although, in the event of my capture, all knowledge of my activities will be disavowed.”

      Sonia shook her head at him and headed for the office. “I’ll just get started on that marketing plan, then,” she said, abandoning her usual place at the desk.

      Christa, the weekend receptionist, took a seat, her eyes sparkling. “This is great,” she said to Kyle. “Regular hours and more of them. Thanks so much for the chance.”

      So, Christa had a new job and so did Sonia.

      What did that mean for him?

      “You’re changing things up,” Hunter guessed and Kyle nodded.

      He gestured toward the climbing wall, which was quiet.

      Hunter hoped that Kyle wasn’t going to make him compete for the chance to keep his job. Kyle had a way of turning things into physical challenges, and Hunter sucked at climbing the wall. The only person he’d ever seen beat Kyle at that was Nate Buchanan, who’d rocked up that wall like a spider on speed.

      Hunter followed Kyle, reviewing his list of arguments in his own favor. He’d started the dance contest. He’d suggested changes for the music. The line of people waiting to get into the club was longer every week...

      “It’s like this,” Kyle said abruptly, and Hunter appreciated that he wasn’t going to play games. “We started F5F with five partners, four of us actively involved in the club. As our membership grew, we added more instructors and counselors, building a staff of great employees. We were lucky to get Jax early, because she’s the mastermind who managed our team and schedule. Now Meesha has come on to conquer the world with our social media and things are going to the next level.”

      Hunter’s mouth was as dry as sandpaper. He nodded.

      “Plus we’re expanding with the opening of F5F West in San Francisco.”

      Hunter nodded. “Having a sister club there is brilliant.”

      “I think so.” Kyle grinned. “But then I’m biased because it was my idea.” He shook a finger at Hunter. “But at the same time, things are changing for us five partners. Ty has left his day job to be our CFO full time, which says a lot about our financial situation and viability. I don’t think anyone is more cautious than Ty.”

      Hunter smiled because he thought he was supposed to, but he didn’t feel much like it.

      He was getting fired.

      Even though he couldn’t figure out why.

      Kyle continued easily. “I’ll be spending most of my time in California now. Ty will have a day job here. Cassie is getting married on Saturday, and Damon’s getting married next Saturday. We’re all moving into a phase of our lives that we don’t want to work 24-7, because we have commitments beyond the club. This is all good and perfectly natural.”

      It was because they were going to sell the club. The bottom fell out of Hunter’s stomach. It would never be as good without the founding partners. They were either retiring or moving to San Francisco.

      Kyle continued. “So, we need to add a layer into our structure. We need to choose some superstar employees and get them invested in F5F, to make sure it stays great even as we partners are less involved.”

      Hunter blinked. “You’re not selling the club?”

      Kyle looked startled. “I’d rather sell my soul,” he said with heat. “No, we’re offering you a job, Hunter!”

      “I have a job here...”

      “This would be full time with benefits. We need a manager for the night club, and we all think you’d totally rock it.”

      Relief flooded through Hunter. “Awesome!”

      “You’d still have us underfoot on occasion, especially on big nights—”

      “Like the full moon, when Chynna does her tattoo.”

      “Exactly. And Cassie’s living in the penthouse, so you can always call her or Reid.”

      “Or Mr. Bernard.” Hunter nodded to the side of the lobby that gave access to the condos in the tower. The space had been divided to create a separate lobby with its own street entrance where the doorman Mr. Bernard reigned supreme. There were doors to the lobby of the club itself, and residents of the tower could move back and forth with their keys. Nobody else much got into that lobby and lived to tell about it.

      “Or the indispensible Mr. Bernard,” Kyle agreed. “We’re not going to abandon you. Far from it! We’re here for any questions or help, and Theo will still pimp your celebrity guest list.”

      “Good, because he rocks at that.” Hunter was relieved by that news.

      “But we’d like you to take the lead and build a team at the dance club. Yolanda and Caleb aren’t going anywhere,” he continued, referring to the two best bartenders. “But I know you’ve got a lot of ideas and enthusiasm for the club and I think you’d be great at it.” Kyle smiled. “If you think it’s an interesting idea, we can head into the office and talk terms.” He named a salary that made Hunter grin.

      “It’s my dream job! Of course, I’ll do it!” Hunter seized Kyle’s hand and shook it hard in his relief.

      “One thing you need to add into your schedule for sure is our weekly meeting on Wednesday nights. You’ll need to attend every week, either in person or by conference call, starting next Wednesday.”

      “Got it,” Hunter agreed. He’d seen the partners arrive for the Wednesday meeting. If he was on this new tier, he’d have to update his look to ensure he appeared to belong. “But what other changes are you making? Who else is on the new tier?”

      “Well, we’re thinking of it as each of us finding or choosing someone to assume our respective role. So, you’re mini-me.” Kyle winked and Hunter laughed. “Sonia is working for Cassie now, instead of doing reception, because she has a gift for marketing, too. She’s working on the next billboard right now. Thom is taking part of the responsibility for weight training and mentoring from Damon. I do some of that, too, so we’ve hired Nate Buchanan to do
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