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  Foreword


There are a lot of things one ought to know about Steve Wedel, some of which won’t incriminate you by association, but more on that later, I promise. The first thing I came to know about Steve was a bit over twenty years ago when I was writing for the now defunct indie magazine,  Insidious Reflections. Somewhere along the line, editor Chris Hedges mentioned this werewolf guy named Wedel. I believe the magazine ran an interview or two of Steve and that I may have even interviewed him myself around that time, but I’m almost as old as Steve is now and long-term memories can be a funny thing. 
One thing my memory won’t let me forget is that the first book or three of Steve’s I read back then (don’t ask which ones I started with – my memory, remember?) made me realize this Steve fella could write. And not just write, but write with the kind of intricate power that belied his relative obscurity of fame. Sometime after Insidious Reflections ran its course, I began writing for a website called Fear Zone (also long gone). The editor-in-chief for that one was a friend of Steve’s and a friend of mine named Gregory Lamberson. Greg arranged to have me conduct an in-depth interview with Steve and, as part of my homework/research, Greg mailed me some of his personal copies of Steve’s books. I believe the titles included a collection of wolfish tales called Call to the Hunt, as well as a couple of novellas. Not only did I discover how Steve all but reinvented the werewolf mythos with humanizing, relatable characters, but he could also write the hell out of a terrifying ghost story with Seven Days in Benevolence while also bringing me to tears with his haunting tale of age and distorted memories with Little Graveyard on the Prairie. I would go on to write a lengthy article for Fear Zone based on all of Steve’s Werewolf Saga books to date at that point. There was no turning back for me then. I would go on to read damn near everything he published, some before he published them, most of which I have signed.
During the process of reading Steve, of interviewing him a handful more times and reviewing his work, somewhere along the line we became friends. I would even get the joy of reading books well before they were formatted for publication. And, although I wasn’t much of a romance fan, I applauded Steve for writing in this genre under a unique pen name, which you’ll learn about in this book. I also applauded Steve for somehow linking up with New York Times best-selling author Carrie Jones for a pair of young adult novels, one of which I read and enjoyed immensely.  And before you ask, no, our friendship was not based on him showing me how to turn into a werewolf, which is just as well since I have cats and their fur alone is enough to clean up on the regular without me adding to it. As crazy as it sounds, fans of Steve’s have indeed asked him how to become a werewolf, so maybe they know something I don’t, which is okay because I know something they don’t.
I know that Steve’s fame and fortune co-exist in obscene opposition of his talent, a hill I won’t hesitate to stick a flag in and defend until my last breath. Maybe he just needs a good agent. He’ll tell you in this book why that hasn’t happened yet. Or maybe a reputable marketing manager with a proven track record is all he’s missing to become a household name. He tells us in this book why that is tricky, too. Hell, maybe he just needs to put himself out there, go to all the conventions, meet all the writers and readers in person and get better recognized among his peers and potential target readers so that he can earn their reverence and collective support. Oh yea, you better believe he’ll be telling you why that, too, hasn’t been quite as easy as it sounds.
I know that most readers of (insert genre here) don’t know who Steve Wedel is. I hope this book changes that a bit, and not just because his name is obviously written on the book as its author. I know that to read Steve for the first time is to wonder where the hell he’s been hiding out your whole reading life. At least that’s how it went for me. If it goes the same for you, then I envy you the fresh thrill of catching up with his impressive body of work up to here, which leads me to my next point.
I’m confident in saying that given the chance, you’ll never regret giving his work a try. Go ahead, start anywhere. Just start. Like werewolves? I’ll repeat, Steve damn near reinvented them. He made them not only humanly relatable, but also terrifyingly feral in the most brutal way you would want to imagine them. Nightmare fuel, heartache, high stakes plot twists and intensity galore all run rampant throughout his continuing Werewolf Saga. Like a good old-fashioned spooky ghost story? His novella, Seven Days In Benevolence, stands as one of the most unsettling haunted house stories I’ve read to date. If you prefer your ghosts to be a bit more human, then Little Graveyard On the Prairie has you covered like a second skin. Like your monsters living next door? A Light Beyond hammers home the true meaning of fatal attraction in a way that’s as shocking as it is resonating and profoundly sad. What’s that? You prefer monsters that could never exist in our world except as a worst case fantastic scenario? Mother will fit the bill like a bottomless pit of despair while leaving you reeling from the impossible atrocities within while wanting to call up the author to either make sure he is alright, or so he can assure you that everything’s going to be alright for you. Amara’s Prayer offers a similar traumatizing affect, but if you prefer your story-telling a bit more personal and truer to life, The Lost Pages Bookstore will suck you in until you don’t want back out again until you’ve learned all there is to learn from the complex, flawed lives you uncover inside. Oh, you’re a younger reader who isn’t quite ready to leap into the more intense stuff? No FOMO for you because Love Curse or After Obsession will not only solidify a nearly addiction to reading, it will also remind you you’re not alone with the painful tribulations of growing up. Rest assured you can find a friend in Steve’s books, and an enemy or two who will be just as captivating. 
For those who reckon they need a book that’s apt to make you feel as though you’ll need to shake the dust off your cowboy hat and jangle your spurs for good effect …Yeah, Steve has you covered there with some outstanding westerns within his Jacob Wolf series. You can even read Steve to your kids without warping them with his children’s book, Shim and Shay’s Wish. For the hopeless and hopeful romantics alike? A whole world of heartache and steamy intrigue awaits you if only you do a search of Steve’s alter ego, Adri Amanti. And let’s face it, sometimes what we need the most is to escape the entirety of our world and try out another built on fantastical proportions of pure imagination and masterful world-building. By now you might be expecting Steve to have you covered there, too. Well, you’d be right thanks to his epic series, The Saga of Tarod the Nine-Fingered.
At this point, I would be remiss to not point out the one book, that one seemingly innocuous book, which brought Steve’s professional teaching career to its knees before kicking it face-down into the gutter. The book which should never have been so consequential to Steve’s well being is The Teacher. I won’t spoil Steve’s thunder by giving up all the beans here, but believe me when I say that this book swung an undeserved swing of the shovel to his face in ways no book should ever have the room to do to any writer. Yet, Steve took the hit — what choice did he have, really? — and has used the injustice of it all to buckle down doing what he does best outside of teaching, which is telling stories only he can tell. Only now, perhaps he is writing them with more tenacity, as though he is writing for his life, which, in many ways, he is. The stakes would certainly support this theory.
Alright, one last thing I know about Steve that’s worth mentioning before I get out of your way so you can enjoy and learn from the rest of this book, which is, of course, the reason you opened it in the first place. Throughout the twenty or so years I’ve known Steve as an author and, eventually, as a friend, there’s one thing which has always rung loud and clear and consistent, and that’s that he may be the humblest, most modest to the point of self-deprecating writer I know. The title to this book? Go ahead and pour some salt on that. I mean, the man’s not wrong; he does indeed know several ways to fail as a writer, as he graciously demonstrates in the book you now hold in your hands. As I think we can all understand, there are often just as much, if not more lessons to be learned from screwing up as there are in getting it right. What’s that thing Thomas Edison once said after figuring out how to make his light bulb light up? Something about how he didn’t fail a gazillion times before finally getting it right, he just figured out a gazillion ways it couldn’t work so he could find the one way it would. Maybe that’s true for Steve. Or maybe not. Make no mistake, however, that the one thing Steve has never appeared to have gotten wrong is the one thing he seems simply built to do. That thing? It’s to keep writing the type of stories that make any reader question why this guy isn’t mentioned among the best-selling novelists of our generation. I have no doubt that for Steve, writing stories is much more than a choice. For writers like Steve, it’s the only way. Surely, it’s up to his hard-earned success to catch up to his talent, his dogged determination as a writer, and not the other way around. Of that I am convinced, despite all the odds that Steve shamelessly reflects on in each of the chapters before you.
Sure, this is a book about how to fail as a writer, but it’s also about how to persevere as one, too. Considering Steve’s story is hardly over, I’ve no doubt that all this failing business he’s been doing over the years, while hardly paved in gold, will eventually lead to a place of success built upon the legacy of a man who was born to write and writes damn well. Maybe then, the rest of the world will know who Steve Wedel is and can join me on that hill to howl his praise across the void until it howls back.
By now, I hope you’re starting to get a better sense of who this moon howler named Steve Wedel is because, make no mistake: He wants you to learn from his mistakes. He wants you to take his fumbles, his soured experiences, his every misstep, and use them to elevate your own experience in this writing thing of ours. He wants you to heed his cautions so that you never have to consider writing your own book about how to fail as an author because he did all the failing for you. That’s who Steve Wedel is. 
If you happen to be reading this from the vantage point of a reader who may not be planning to write your own stories, I imagine you won’t be able to view the authors you enjoy reading through the same lens. I’m sure you never thought writing and publishing stories wasn’t exactly easy, but now you know just how soul crushing of an endeavor it is and what it takes for those who are born to write to keep grinding those stories out, not just because they want to, but because they must. I would implore you, with your newfound perspective, to consider leaving a review whenever you read a book you enjoy, knowing that every little bit helps the writer, helps them get a bit more traction, helps them know that all their effort and struggles doing the thing they love to do is being appreciated. It matters.  
And you never know, maybe that one kind review you leave on Amazon may just be the thing writers like Steve need on those days when they may wonder what the hell they’re doing with their life. Your short review or social media post mentioning their work or sharing their latest book’s image and/or order link may be the life preserver they need to write another day.
As for Steve’s writing life, he’s managed to craft his own life preserver stitched together by the leftover pieces of lessons learned the hard way. Some of those pieces are most certainly threadbare by now and hardly holding it together after years of neglect since moving on from whence they came, but they’ll still encompass the overall effect of keeping you afloat where Steve has previously sunk. Whether your goal is to land an agent who will propel your career forward, or you’re considering the best home for your creative baby, or banging your head against the wall of marketing, or wondering how your writing ambitions may or may not sabotage your day job, just remember that it could always be worse. You could be drowning in self-doubt without this proverbial life preserver cast out to you with best intentions and aspirations even as its giver continues to fight to the top of the surface so that you may be assisted by the pull of his wake. 
It's up to you how far you allow this stitched together writer’s life preserver to take your creative talent, but as for Steve? Well, let me put it this way: if there’s an island where only the most talented, beaten down, hardworking writers gather once they’ve hit their mark, then you can bet the house Steve will be waiting there for you to join him in basking in the glow of how to fail – and win – as a writer, sharks be damned. 
 
 






  
  Introduction


Writing is hard work. Whether you’re writing a memoir using real people and places or crafting an epic fantasy set in a world completely different than ours — or science fiction in an alternate universe — you have to keep track of characters’ eye and hair colors, their height, weight, mannerisms, speech quirks, etc., plus settings, conflicts, themes, and all those other literary elements. 
Then there’s the editing. The proofreading. The polishing and convincing yourself that you really are a good enough author to put your work out there for other people to see.
That’s when it really gets hard. Do you look for a traditional book deal with one of the major publishers? You’ll need a literary agent for that. Do you go with an established independent or genre publisher with a stable of successful authors and a track record of success? What about that new little publisher looking for manuscripts and bubbling with enthusiasm? Or do you go the indie route and self publish? Exclusive with Amazon, or wide distribution?
Once those decisions are made and your book is published, then you have to worry about marketing. You went with the traditional publisher and think you don’t have to market? Think again! No matter how your baby is birthed into the world, until you’re a bestseller, you are the chief marketing officer for your book.
Oh, and don’t forget that you need to be writing your next book, too.
Writing is a business. It’s a job. To be successful, you have to treat it that way. It’s a great job. No doubt about that. It’s a job with a lot of freedom, but it’s also a job where you’ll only get out of it what you put into it.
I’m here to help you get more out of it by avoiding the legion of mistakes I’ve made over the course of my career.
Who am I?
I’m going to assume you know my name. If not, go back and peep the cover of the book. As of the writing of this book, I have been submitting creative written works in hopes of publication for almost 40 years. Yes, I’m old. I submitted a draft of eight commandments once and Moses replied with a form letter rejection.
In those 40 years, I’ve made nearly every mistake an author can make. I’ve also published around 40 short stories, some poems, hundreds of newspaper and magazine articles, and as of now, about 50 novels under my name and a couple of pseudonyms. I’ve won awards for fiction and non-fiction … and maybe poetry; we’ll talk about that later. I’ve worked with tiny start-up publishers, major publishers, had literary agents, and have self-published.
The only mistake I know of that I haven’t made is outright paying for publication through a vanity press.
Despite all of this … despite the hundreds of thousands or perhaps millions of words I’ve had published
Why Does This Book Exist?
How Will It Help You?





OEBPS/cover.jpeg
How to

as an author
with an introduction by Rick Hipson






OEBPS/images/f05c5cc4-23b4-4bbb-925f-063f480235a5.jpeg
MoonHowler Press







