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PREFACE

This is a book on a topic for which there is reason to believe many people are interested. The author's information and viewpoints are open to scrutiny and debate.

Many of Putin’s supporters will view the content of this book as an attack on their values and political outlook. They may be upset and reject the author's views.

Putin has supporters who do not always favor peaceful means to advance their cause.  

The author of this book seeks to protect himself and his immediate family from unwanted attention. To that end, the author has chosen to exercise the right to remain anonymous and write under a pseudonym. This is intended to avoid threats from people upset with the book's content.

Introduction

Vladimir Putin presents himself as the defender of Russian strength, tradition, and sovereignty. In reality, his rule has been marked by corruption, repression, and a ruthless drive to expand power at home and abroad. More than two decades in office have transformed Russia into a state where propaganda supplants truth, opposition voices are silenced, and war is waged not only against Ukraine but also against the very idea of freedom.

This book examines Putin’s rise, methods, and goals. It traces how his early life and KGB career shaped a leader who thrives on secrecy and coercion, and how his rhetoric echoes that of past dictators, including Adolf Hitler. It also uncovers the machinery of disinformation that floods both Russian and international media, the suspicious deaths of political opponents, and the use of fear, lies, and spectacle to maintain control.

Beyond Russia’s borders, Putin has launched a new kind of cold war, one fought through energy blackmail, cyberattacks, and relentless propaganda. His war on Ukraine is not just a military campaign but also a campaign of abductions, atrocities, and psychological warfare. Inside Russia, soldiers desert, critics are silenced, and wealth is funneled into lavish personal palaces while ordinary citizens pay the price.

What emerges is a portrait of a leader whose ambitions are not constrained by borders and whose tactics grow more desperate as resistance mounts. Putin’s war on freedom is both a war against his own people and against the democratic world order. To understand his strategy, weaknesses, and the danger he poses, we must confront the uncomfortable parallels with the past and prepare for the battles that may lie ahead.

Vladimir Putin casts himself as the defender of Russian pride and sovereignty. In truth, he is a corrupt autocrat who has hollowed out his country, silenced dissent, and unleashed war and terror beyond Russia’s borders. His rule rests on lies, intimidation, and brutality, with a playbook drawn from some of history’s darkest chapters. What began as a consolidation of power within Russia has now become a global threat to democracy and freedom.

For the West, the lessons are urgent. Putin is not just waging war against Ukraine; he is waging war against the very idea of democracy, truth, and freedom. He seeks to weaken NATO, divide Europe, and sow distrust in democratic institutions. If his methods succeed, they will be copied by other demagogues and strongmen.

The struggle against Putin is therefore not only Ukraine’s fight. It is a fight for all who value freedom over tyranny. To resist his influence, the West must confront his propaganda, strengthen democratic resilience, and refuse to be seduced by the false promises of authoritarian power. The question is not whether we can afford to stand up to Putin; the question is whether we can afford not to.
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Putin’s Rhetoric and Demagogy Compared to Adolf Hitler
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In a book about Putin, it may be important to first have a brief review of Adolf Hitler's methods of achieving power. We will then analyze whether there are similarities between Hitler's and Putin's governance.

The most famous demagogue in modern history, Adolf Hitler (1933-1945), first attempted to overthrow the Bavarian government by force in a failed coup​ in 1923. While in prison, Hitler developed a new strategy of democratically overthrowing the government by cultivating a mass movement (Shirer, W., 1960).

Even before the coup, Hitler had rewritten the Nazi Party's program in order to deliberately gain support among the lower classes in Germany. He appealed to their anger against wealthier classes and called for German unity and increased central power. 

In 1929, with the onset of the Great Depression, Hitler's populism began to become effective. Hitler updated the Nazi Party's platform to exploit the economic distress of ordinary Germans. He rejected the Treaty of Versailles and promised to eliminate corruption and give every German a job. In 1930, the Nazi Party went from 200,000 votes to 6.4 million, making it the second-largest party in parliament.

In 1932, the Nazi Party became the largest party in parliament. At the beginning of 1933, Hitler was appointed chancellor. He then took advantage of the Reichstag fire to arrest his political opponents and consolidate his control over the army. Although it is not entirely clear about the cause of the Reichstag fire, there are many historians who believe that the Nazi Party planned and started the fire as a "false flag" operation. They used the fire to give the party greater power. (Shirer, W.,1960).

Within a few years, exploiting the democratic With the support of the masses, Hitler took Germany from a democracy to a total dictatorship.

Nazi propaganda relentlessly sought to persuade Germans to have faith in Hitler's ideas.

The Führerprinzip ("leadership principle") was the basis of political authority in Nazi Germany. This principle can be succinctly stated as "The word of the Führer is above all written law," and that government policies, decisions, and offices should work to realize this goal. The principle also applied to the management of other organizations, which were expected to have the final word in their areas of responsibility. 

The "Führer myth" used propaganda and the Führerprinzip to depict Hitler as an infallible genius above party politics, entirely dedicated to protecting and saving the German people from both insidious forces, such as "Jewish Bolshevism," and internal factors, such as conservative and liberal politics and politicians who supported democracy.

During the 1930s, Hitler's popularity largely stemmed from the Führer myth being accepted by a majority of Germans. Most Germans sought security and prosperity, and Hitler appeared to offer them. Most Germans approved of his socioeconomic policies and the measures taken against those deemed "enemies" of the state. The Nazis seemed to have solutions to all of Germany's problems.

The Führer myth made it possible for the Schutzstaffel (SS) to carry out terror among the German population. This was accepted because it was intended to protect the population from Marxism and Jews.

Hitler himself, with the good help of Joseph Goebbels, was a significant contributor to the creation of the Fürer myth. He needed to create an aura about himself.
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Hitler used the following means when he presented his demagogy:
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Appeal to the masses:

Hitler was particularly effective when he could absorb the feedback of a live audience, and listeners would also be caught up in the growing enthusiasm. He looked for signs of fanatical affection, saying that his ideas would then remain "like words received under a hypnotic influence". (Levyatan, Y., P., and Lasswell, H., D.,2009).

Speech was to be addressed always and exclusively to the masses," and not to the "scientifically educated intelligentsia."
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Target the emotions:

The content of his speeches was to be directed towards the emotions and only to a very limited extent towards the so-called intellect.

Keep your message simple:

It is wrong to make propaganda multifaceted and complicated. The receptivity of the masses is very limited, and their understanding of what they hear is weak. The message must therefore be easy to understand.

Don't make half-statements:

Emphasize the main arguments to be presented and emphasize these.

Repeat the message all the time:

You must limit yourself to a few points and repeat them repeatedly. The message must be repeated and repeated for it to have the desired effect.

Cult:

Propaganda to develop a personality around Hitler. Historians such as Roger Gill say, "His moving speeches captured the minds and hearts of a large number of the German people: he practically hypnotized his audience." (Gill. R, 2006). 

Hitler was portrayed as an almost divine figure and a national savior. Portraits of him were scattered everywhere.

Symbols and flag:

Nazi propaganda used symbols such as the swastika and the Nazi flag to create nationalist pride and unity.

Hate speech:

The Nazi propaganda played a significant role in manipulating German citizens and creating support for the regime, contributing to one of the darkest periods in human history, including the Holocaust and other atrocities committed by the Nazis during World War II.

Enemies, especially Jews and political oppositionists, were demonized and portrayed as threats to the people and the nation.

Mass gatherings and parades:

Major events such as the Nürnberg Rally were used to bring the masses together and create a sense of community and unity.

Propaganda films and art:

The Nazis used film and art to spread their message. Films such as "The Will of Triumph," directed by Leni Riefenstahl, were used to idealize the regime.

Control over media:

The Nazis had strict control over the media, including newspapers, radio, and film, to ensure that their message became dominant.

Hitlerjugend:

Hitler created the Nazi Youth Organization, the Hitler Youth, to brainwash young people as young as 10 years old. They were trained as soldiers and indoctrinated to regard Hitler as a god.

People's Court:

In 1934, Hitler introduced a new court, the Volkgerichtshof. This could quickly deal with cases concerning assassinations and opposition to Hitler. The punishment for most types of opposition to the Nazi Party was meted out to be the death penalty.

Secret police:

In 1936, the Gestapo, the secret police, was granted full authorization to operate outside the law. Arrests and torture without trial were allowed.
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Hitler's personality:
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Hitler's personality fits best with narcissistic personality disorder: grandiose self-esteem, preoccupation with fantasies of unlimited power and success; notions of being infallible; an enormous need to be cultivated; insane rage at being contradicted; ruthless exploitation of others; lack of empathy; and at times, arrogant behavior (Lavik, N., J., 2001; Malt, U., F., 2001).

Hitler had a grandiose notion of himself as God's chosen one. It had its roots in an experience in November 1918, when he was lying in a hospital in Flanders with gas poisoning and was in despair over Germany's defeat. Then he had a revelation where the Virgin Mary stood before him and said he would be the savior of Germany.

Hitler probably had severe insanity characterized by his paranoid beliefs and psychopathic traits.
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Vladimir Putin’s upbringing
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Family

Putin was born on 7 October 1952 in Leningrad (since 1991 St. Petersburg). He was the son of Vladimir Spiridonovich Putin (1911–1999) and Maria Ivanovna Shelomova (1911–1998). 

His father was a conscript in the Soviet Navy and later worked at a train factory. His mother worked as a cleaner, among other jobs. His father sustained permanent disabilities after being injured in the battles for Leningrad during World War II. 

Vladimir Putin had two older brothers, both of whom died young. One died just months after birth in 1933, while the other died of diphtheria during the Siege of Leningrad. 

Putin's grandfather, Spiridon Ivanovich Putin (1879–1965), worked at Vladimir Lenin's dacha in Gorky as a cook. After Lenin's death in 1924, he continued to work as a cook for Lenin's widow. Later, he worked as Stalin's cook at one of his dachas near Moscow. 

In the Putin biography Ot Pervogo Litsa, Putin recounts his childhood in a communal apartment in Leningrad. On September 1, 1960, he began attending the local school, just a few meters from his apartment. In fifth grade, he was one of the few in his class who were not members of Komsomol. The Komsomol was the youth organization of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) and accepted members at age 14. 

Putin graduated from the University of Leningrad in 1975 with a law degree, majoring in international law. At the university, he joined the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. He retained this membership until the Soviet Union's dissolution in 1991.

Private life and family 

On 28 July
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