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“Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption”.

1 Corinthians 15:50, KJV

It all comes down to the fact that our body is the temple of the holy spirit (1 Corinthians 6:15-20, KJV). Unfortunately, our body was infected by sin and contaminated the moment that Adam and Eve disobeyed our heavenly Father, and at that same moment, their heavenly spirit left them. They lost their spiritual bodies, and their attributes - their spirit consciousness - that their wills threw away, and consequently were expelled from paradise, receiving from God an animal skin garment to deal with their new life, that substituted the white garments they used in Paradise. This animal-based skin garment is dirty and functions through five senses and an egoic mind that only provide a blurred description of reality and are weak and prone to being deceived constantly by the lies, and illusions created by Satan in this fallen world.

Paul knew this and wrote extensively about the limitations of our flesh and blood that constitutes our limited bodies and our minds, and of the possibilities of liberation that await us if we transcend through obedience to our heavenly Father these limitations for good. Thus, we can start building our white garments - of sanctity and holiness - and regain our original spirit bodies that will be filled again by the holy spirit through following and embracing the cross of the risen Christ just because ‘the cross operates in the sphere of the Body, and the experience of the cross leads us to experience the Body of Christ because anything in us and of us that is not Christ must pass through the cross’ (agodman, 2017). 

This is the task at hand for our Adamic evolution.
[image: A picture containing person, person, indoor

Description automatically generated]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The infected body -our animal-skin garment- and the garment of light, - our heavenly body - in Paul’s theology


[image: ]


Index

The flesh, the five senses 

Temptation

Satan

Fornication

Do not sleep!

The flesh, and the Spirit

The flesh body, and the Spirit body

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The Flesh, the five Senses

[image: ]


​​1 Philippians 3. 2, 3,18,19,21. 1 Corinthians 3. 3,3. 2 Corinthians 11. 3.
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“For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would”. 

Galatians 5:17, KJV

We were born out of flesh and are therefore children of man, and woman; our carnal eyes cannot see our souls. Only if we experience a spiritual rebirth and regenerate ourselves from water and the Holy breath, we will become children of God.

The apostle Paul warned us against the illusions of the flesh in his letters to Philippians and Corinthians.  

Paul mentioned that those who worship God in the spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, have no confidence in the flesh, and have to consider true circumcision. The apostle judged as evil workers all those that mutilate the body and have all the trust in the flesh. It is only by faith in God that we will enter his Kingdom. 

This was part of a strong controversy in Paul’s times between the apostles of Jesus that were Jews and strict followers of Jewish traditions that rejected the gentiles (Greek) and did not want to share with them the teachings of Jesus nor accepted them into their Christian communities because they were not circumcised and were not of Jewish blood.

In the Jewish tradition, circumcision was a symbol of being one of God's people. For Paul, even though he recognized the importance of the Jewish tradition, being a Jew himself, this was only an external ritual, a product of ‘the works of the law’ and not a spiritual inner conversion. He was the apostle of the Gentiles and for these reasons had strong arguments even with the apostles James, Peter, and John in Antioch. His ministry was mainly for the gentiles because he was convinced that the good news of Christ was for all people.  

The dispute ended when an agreement was reached between Paul and the original apostles to accept Paul's Gentile converts without circumcision on the condition for they to follow kosher laws (quizlet.com). 

The gentiles were all nations of the world who were not Hebrew. Cornelius, the roman centurion whose servant Jesus healed is considered to be the first gentile to convert to the Christian faith (Luke 7: 1-10, KJV). And these people were the lambs that Paul was willing to give to the good shepherd Jesus Christ. 

Paul considered as enemies of the cross of Christ all those whose belly is their God, and who only minded earthly things, and the apostle declared that those who were able to subdue all things unto themselves will change their vile bodies, to be fashioned like unto Jesus Christ glorious body.

Addressing his community in Corinth, Paul affirms he can only talk to them as carnal still and not as spiritual brethren yet, and aside from their incapacity to live among each other in harmony, he is also saying that they have not reached the spiritual maturity to convey to them many spiritual truths. And this, according to Saint Thomas of Aquinas is because they still are living self-indulgent lives because as the Doctor of the Church explained: “the inclination to the good of virtue decreases in each man because of sin, [and] reason loses sharpness, mainly in the practical order, [and] the will resists doing good; the difficulty for good grows ever greater; and concupiscence is constantly inflamed” (S.Th. I-II, 85, 3 in c.).

And Paul adds that he is afraid his community has been deceived by the serpent, and consequently their minds and their senses were corrupted by Satan from the simplicity of Jesus Christ and received another spirit and another gospel. This is the slavery exerted by Satan on this world.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Temptation

[image: ]


Romans 8: 12-13. 1 Corinthians 7. 2-4 8,9. 1 Corinthians 10. 12,13,23. 
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Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.

1 Peter 5: 8

In Romans 8 12-13 the apostle Paul affirmed: “Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live” (KJV).

The apostle Paul understands that a man desires a woman and vice versa due to their carnal nature, and strongly endorses the institution of marriage to conduct accordingly their bodily demands. And to the single individuals and widows, if they can not contain themselves and stay single like him, he recommends them to marry to avoid burning themselves on carnal passions.

This statement of Paul reminds Jesus’ words when he said unto his disciples: “All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given. For there are some eunuchs, who were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that can receive it, let him receive it” (Matthew 19: 11-12, KJV).

In Christian theology, the world, the flesh, and the devil are often traditionally described as the three enemies of the soul. As the sources of temptation, they are viewed as in opposition to God (Longenecker, 2010). Satan uses temptation basically to lure us to disobey God’s will in our lives. It uses everything that this world and the flesh have to offer us to disobey our Father in heaven by depredating our minds so we may live constantly in the darkness of unending wants and needs.

Aware that under the law everything is valid but not everything is convenient and builds man spiritually, the apostle Paul asserts that there is no temptation known to man that he is not able to resist because God is faithful and always provides a way to escape from it.
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