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Introduction
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When I first saw Navara’s idea, I couldn’t quite believe my eyes. But after looking a tiny bit at it, I decided to start playing with the Black pieces in online blitz games. I didn’t necessarily play the games well, but the games were fun and messy, and I even managed to beat a couple of GMs with it, but those wins were definitely not because of the opening. 

I don’t know what attracted Navara to the idea in the first place, but clearly, he must have enjoyed it. 

This was the stem game:

T. Markowski (2616) – D. Navara (2702)

Polish Team ch (Wroclaw) 2011

1.Nf3 d5 2.c4 d4 3.b4 g5 
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What the heck? What kind of craziness is this? It seems like a massive insult to play such a move against such a strong, even-keeled opponent such as GM Markowski.

4.Qa4+ 

This is one of the critical lines, which obviously is not something Markowski could have known ahead of time, thus it must be what he worked out at the board.

4...c6 5.d3 g4 

When you play ...g7–g5, you must play ...g5–g4.

6.Nfd2?! 

This knight retreat is, however, logical it appears to be, not the best. Instead, 6.Nh4 would have been best. That, however, is not easy to work out at the board, especially because it looks like the knight will end up in trouble on h4.

6...Bg7?! 

No, we should not develop our pieces yet, but Navara may also have flown mostly blind. Instead, Black should have played 6...h5 7.g3 h4 8.gxh4 Qc7 9.Na3 Rxh4 10.Qa5 (otherwise, Black will win the h2–pawn) 10...Qxa5 11.bxa5 Nf6 with an advantage for Black.

7.g3 h5?! 

Now, it is not the right time. Black should first have interjected 7...a5 and only then afterward, 8...h5.

8.h4 b5?! 

Navara plays another wonderfully creative idea, but it isn't the best. Black should not have allowed White to close the kingside. Instead, 8...gxh3 9.Nf3 h4 10.gxh4 (if 10.Nxh4, then Navara's idea from the game works 10...b5 11.cxb5 Qd5 and Black grabs the center) 10...Bg4 11.Bxh3 Bxf3 12.exf3 Bh6 with chances to both sides.

9.cxb5 Qd5?! 
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The idea behind the previous move.

10.Rg1? 

White missed a strong opportunity. He should have tried 10.Ne4! f5 11.Bg2 fxe4 12.Bxe4 Qe6 13.bxc6 Na6 14.Qa5, and White has more than enough for the sacrificed piece.

10...cxb5 11.Qc2 

11.Qb3!?

11...Bb7 12.a4 Nf6 13.axb5?! 

White should played the bizarre-looking 13.Qc7 Na6 14.Qa5 Qe6 when Black is just a smudge better.

13...Qxb5 14.Na3 Qd7 15.Ndc4 

Or 15.Nb3 Bd5 16.Nc5 Qc6 17.Bb2 0–0 18.Bxd4 Qb6 19.Rb1 Nc6 20.Bc3 Rfc8, and Black is clearly better.

15...0–0 16.Bd2 Rc8 17.Bg2 Nd5?! 
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Black could improve with 17...Bxg2 18.Rxg2 Nd5 19.Kf1 Nc6 20.b5 Ne5 21.Kg1 Qe6 and Black is much better.

18.Qb3 Nc6 

Or 18...Nc3 19.Bxb7 Qxb7 with a clear advantage for Black.

19.b5 Ne5?! 

The text move looks logical, but Navara should retreat the knight, 19...Nd8

20.Na5 
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20...Nf3+?? 

Right idea, wrong execution. Black should have interjected 20...Rab8 21.Nc6, and only then 21...Nf3+!! 22.Bxf3 gxf3 23.Qxd5 Bxc6 24.Qxd7 Bxd7 25.exf3 Bf5 with an edge for Black. After the text move, however, Black is in trouble

21.exf3 Qe6+ 22.Kf1 gxf3 

Or 22...Ne3+ 23.fxe3 Bd5 24.Qxd5 Qxd5 25.f4 Qc5 26.e4, and White is much better

23.Bxf3 Ne3+!? 
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A nice bluffing try.

24.fxe3?? 

White falls for the bluff. He would have been winning after 24.Bxe3 Qh3+ 25.Ke2 Bxf3+ 26.Kxf3 dxe3 27.Kxe3, and Black does not have enough for the sacrificed for piece.

24...Qf6 25.e4! Qxf3+ 26.Ke1 Bxe4 27.Qd1 Qxd3 28.Qe2 Qxe2+ 29.Kxe2 d3+ 30.Ke3 Bxa1 31.Kxe4 

Or 31.Rxa1 Bd5 32.Kxd3 f6 33.Kd4 Rd8 34.Kc3 with more or less equal chances.
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31...Bc3 32.Kxd3 Bxd2 33.Kxd2 Rc5 34.N5c4 Rd8+ 35.Kc3 Rf5 

35...Rdd5!?

36.Kb4 Rd3?! 

It was more accurate to play 36...f6 37.Rc1 Rd4 38.Rc3 Kf7 with equal chances.

37.g4 

White could have tried 37.Re1 but 37...e6 38.Nc2 Rdd5 39.N2a3 Rd3 is very close to very equal.

37...hxg4 38.Rxg4+ Kf8 39.Na5 e5 40.N3c4 Rf4 41.Rg5 f6 42.Rg6 Rh3 43.Kc5 Rhxh4 44.Nd6 e4 45.Nac4 Rhg4 46.Rxg4, and draw agreed upon.

½–½

––––––––
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You would think that such an idea would attract some sort of following, but it took a long time for the idea to take off, and even then, the variation has never been very popular, which is why it is perfect for our purposes. 

In addition to covering the gambit, this book will also present a full repertoire for Black against the Reti proper: 1.Nf3 d5 2.c4.

I hope you will enjoy learning this repertoire for Black and then playing in your games.

One more thing...

If you enjoyed this book, please be so kind to leave a review on the site where you bought it and/or on Amazon. That will help others find the book.

Thank you!

Carsten Hansen

Bayonne, December 2024.
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Part 1: The Navara Gambit
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Chapter 1: 3.b4 g5!? 4.Bb2 Bg7 5.Nxg5
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1.Nf3 d5 2.c4 d4 3.b4 g5 4.Bb2 Bg7 5.Nxg5 
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While capturing the pawn on move four may not be to White's liking, the capture on move 5 looks considerably more tempting. This line is quite popular for White but unjustly so, as Black gets a good position.

5...e5 6.Ne4 

White has several alternatives:

a) 6.Nh3 Qd6 (this is better than 6...Nc6 7.b5 Na5 8.d3 Bf5 9.Nd2 Qd7 10.Ng1 and White was clearly better, E. Shuvalov-D. Andreikin, Titled Tuesday (Chess.com) 2022) 7.Qb3 Ne7 8.d3 b6 9.Nd2 Nd7 with better chances for Black 

b) 6.h4 h6 7.Ne4 (or 7.Nh3 Qxh4 (7...Qd6!? 8.c5 Qe7) 8.d3 Qe7 9.Nd2 Qxb4 10.Rb1 Qa5 11.g3 Ne7 (11...Nf6!?) 12.Bg2 c6 (12...Qxa2!?) 13.0–0 0–0 with approximately equal chances, S. Yaran-H. Agdelen, Turkish ch (Kemer) 2022) 7...f5 8.Nc5, and now:

b1) 8...Nf6 9.g3 0–0 10.Bg2 Qe7 (10...e4!?) 11.Nd3 Nbd7 12.Na3 Nh5 (Black should have tried 12...f4! 13.0–0 fxg3 14.fxg3 Nh5 with a clear advantage) 13.e3 Ndf6 14.Qb3 a5 15.bxa5 c5 and Black is slightly better, T. Gareyev-Z. Andriasian, Philadelphia 2019.

b2) 8...b6 9.Nd3 (or 9.Qa4+ Kf7 10.Nd3 Bb7? (10...c5!) 11.e3 a5 12.Qd1 Ne7 13.Qh5+ Kg8 14.exd4 exd4 with more or less even chances, K. Meulner-J. Hacker, Nuremberg 2018) 9...Qe7 10.Qa4+ Kf7 11.c5 a5? (11...Nf6!? 12.Na3 Nd5 is fine for Black) 12.Na3 Bd7? 13.b5 e4 14.Nf4 Qxc5 15.Qb3+ Ke8 16.Rc1 Qd6 17.Qg3 Bf6 18.Nc4 Qc5 19.Nh5 Qe7 20.Qxc7 and Black resigned, 1–0, D. Fernandez-J. Willow, London 2022. 

c) 6.Nf3 e4 7.Ng1 Nf6 8.g3 0–0 9.Bg2 Re8 10.Qb3 Nc6 (Black is already clearly better) 11.Nh3 a5 12.b5 a4 13.Qd1 Ne5 14.Na3 Bg4 15.Nf4 Nd3+ 16.exd3 Bxd1 17.Kxd1 was seen in G. Harshavardhan-A. Arutla, Titled Tuesday (Chess.com) 2024, and now, 17...Ng4 18.Rf1 Nxh2 19.Rg1 Ng4 and Black would be winning.

6...f5 
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7.Nc5 

A more obvious choice is 7.Ng3 and after 7...Nf6, White has several options:

a) 8.e4 fxe4 9.Be2 0–0 10.0–0 a5 11.d3 exd3 12.Bxd3 axb4 13.Nd2 Nbd7 and Black is better, P. Bourquin-J. Girel, Cappelle la Grande 2024. 

b) 8.d3 h5 9.h4 Ng4 10.Nd2 Qe7! (this is even stronger than 10...e4 11.dxe4 f4 12.Nf5 Bxf5 13.exf5 Nc6 14.b5 Nce5 with chances to both sides, J. Christiansen-S. Bromberger, Doha 2015) 11.a3 e4 12.dxe4 f4 13.Nf5 Bxf5 14.exf5 Nxf2 15.Qa4+ b5 and Black was winning in D. Forcen Esteban-D. Klein, PRO League (Chess.com) rapid 2019.

c) 8.e3 
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8...0–0, and now: 

c1) 9.exd4 exd4 10.Bd3 Ng4 11.f4 Nc6 12.Ba3? (nothing is good, but this makes it worse; White should have played 12.b5, but 12...Re8+ 13.Kf1 Nb4 wins for Black) 12...Re8+ 13.Kf1 Qh4 14.Kg1 a5 15.bxa5 Rxa5 16.Bb2 Bh6 (16...Nb4! was even stronger: 17.Bf1 Nc2 18.Qxc2 d3 19.Qb3 Qe7 and Black is winning) 17.Qf1 Nf6 18.Ne2 Nb4 19.g3 Qg4 20.Nxd4 Nxd3 21.Qxd3 was D. Fridman-H. Martirosyan, PNWCC Super G60 (Chess.com) 2021, and here, 21...Bxf4 22.Nc3 Be5 23.Nf3 Bxg3 with a large advantage for Black.

c2) 9.Bd3, and now:

c21) 9...e4! is Black's best move. After, 10.Bc2 Ng4 11.f4 Nc6 12.b5 Nb4 and Black is winning. 

c22) 9...Ng4 10.Be2 Nxf2? (Black has alternatives to the tempting sacrifice, e.g., 10...Nf6 11.exd4 exd4 12.0–0 f4 13.Nh5 Nxh5 14.Bxh5 Nc6 15.d3 Ne5 with equal chances, or 10...Nc6 11.Bxg4 fxg4 12.b5 Nb4 with good chances for Black) 11.Kxf2 f4 12.exf4 d3 13.Bf3 e4 14.Bxg7 Kxg7 15.Nxe4 Qd4+ 16.Kg3 Nc6 17.Nbc3 Rxf4 18.Kxf4 (18.Qe1! Qe5 19.Kf2 would have won for White) 18...Qe5+ 19.Ke3 Qd4+ 20.Kf4 Qe5+ 21.Ke3 with a draw, ½–½, E. Agrest-A. Morozevich, Word ch Rapid (Berlin) 2015. 

c3) 9.c5 f4, and now: 
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c31) 10.Bc4+? Kh8 11.Ne2 d3 12.Nc1 e4 (White is being strangled) 13.exf4 Nc6 14.0–0 Nd4 15.Nc3 Bg4 16.Qa4 Nf3+ (Black is winning) 17.gxf3 Bxf3 18.Be6 Nh5 19.Qd7 Qf6 20.Nxe4 Qg6+ 21.Ng3 Bxb2 22.Nxd3 Rad8 and White can resign, Z. Medvegy-N. Sedlak, Croatian Team ch (Mali Losinj) 2017.

c32) 10.Nh5 fxe3 (Or 10...Nxh5 11.Qxh5 Bf5 12.Bc4+ Kh8 with clearly better chances for Black) 11.dxe3 Nxh5 12.Bc4+ Kh8 13.Qxh5 Bf5 14.0–0 Nc6 15.a3 Qd7 16.exd4 exd4 17.Nd2 d3! (17...Ne5?! 18.Rfe1 was better for White, R. Forster-M. Prusikin, Swiss Team ch 2015) 18.Bxg7+ Qxg7 19.Rae1 Bg4 20.Qh4 Be2 with a clear advantage for Black.

7...b6 8.Qa4+ 
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A couple of alternatives for White are:

a) 8.Nd3 Ne7 9.e3 0–0, and here, 

a1) 10.exd4 e4 11.Ne5 (or 11.Nf4 Nbc6 12.c5 Nxd4 13.Qc1 Kh8 14.Na3 bxc5 and Black is somewhat better) 11...Nbc6 12.Nxc6 Nxc6 13.Nc3 Bxd4 (13...Nxd4!? is even better) 14.Be2 Nxb4 (Black can improve with 14...f4! 15.Qa4 Bxf2+ 16.Kd1 Ne5 and Black is close to winning) 15.0–0 c5 16.Qb3 Bb7 17.a3 Nc6 18.Nd5 Bxb2 19.Qxb2 Nd4 and Black is much better, Y. Gatineau-A. Sargsyan, Titled Tuesday (Chess.com) 2020.

a2) 10.c5 Ng6 11.h4 Be6 12.h5 Ne7 13.exd4 exd4 14.Be2 Nbc6 15.0–0 Nd5 16.a3 Qh4 17.Bf3 Rae8 and Black is clearly better, D. Reinderman-C. Schoppen, Dieren 2018. 

b) 8.Nb3 Ne7 (a stronger option is 8...Nh6 9.Na3 0–0 10.e3 a5 11.bxa5 bxa5 12.Qf3 e4 13.Qf4 a4 with a clear advantage for Black) 9.e3 0–0, and now:

b1) 10.d3 dxe3 11.fxe3 f4 12.e4 Nec6 and Black is clearly better. 

b2) 10.exd4 exd4 11.Qf3 Nbc6 12.b5 Nb4 13.Qxa8 c6 14.Na3 Qc7 15.bxc6 Ba6 16.Nb5 Qe5+ and Black was winning, E. Shuvalov-K. Jakubowski, Titled Tuesday (Chess.com) 2021. 

b3) 10.Be2 d3 11.Bf3 e4 12.Bxg7 Kxg7 13.Bh5 Nbc6 14.b5 Ne5 (here, 14...Nb4 15.Nd4 Kh6 is clearly better for Black) 15.f4 Nxc4 16.0–0 Kh6 17.Nd4 Nd6 18.Kh1 a6 19.g4 Nxb5 20.Nxb5 axb5 21.Rg1 Ng6 22.Qb3 fxg4 with chances to both sides; you have to love the maddening look of these positions, P. Idani-R. Sadhwani, Moscow 2019.

8...Kf7! 
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This variation leads to many unusual positions, and this is one of them and the king move is a wonderful cherry on top.

Here, 8...c6 9.Nb3 (or 9.Nd3 Ne7 10.Na3 0–0 11.f4 e4 12.Ne5 Ng6 13.Nxg6 hxg6 14.0–0–0 a5 (14...Be6) 15.b5 Nd7 16.e3 d3 17.Re1 Nc5 18.Qd1 Bxb2+ 19.Kxb2 Qf6+ and Black had a decisive advantage, A. Atakhan-Y. Remizov,  Titled Tuesday (Chess.com) 2021) 9...Ne7 10.e3 0–0 11.c5 b5 12.Qa5 Qe8 13.Na3 f4!? (this is an improvement over 13...Nd5 14.Nc2 Be6 (14...Qg6!?) 15.exd4 e4 16.0–0–0 Nd7 17.Qa3 N7b6 18.Na5 with a better game for White, E. Iturrizaga Bonelli-S. Sulskis, Tromsø ol 2014) 14.0–0–0 Nd5 15.exd4 e4 16.Nc2 Bf5, and Black is better.

9.Nd3 

If 9.Nb3, then 9...Bb7! (this is stronger than 9...Ne7 10.Na3?! (10.d3!) 10...Bb7 11.0–0–0 a6 12.Na1? (12.Nc2!?) 12...c5 13.Qb3?! cxb
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