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To the Weaver of the Celestial Sky,
thank you for making all things possible in your time.
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To the global creative community
of talented poets, writers, lyricists, artists and photographers;
thank you for giving us our existing purpose.
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There is no page numbering
because Infinity marks our voices.
 
The Weavers’ Challenge
 
“Stay home, stay safe and keep creating,
 especially during the darkest times.”
 
Adversity is a solitary friend and we immediately understood how sometimes he is also the only force driving others to pursue themselves through the expression of words, art and creativity. 
 
To enable this goal, we conducted three challenges—
1) The Weavers’ Challenge
2) The Stringing Words Challenge
3) The Form Runners and Inventors’ Challenge
 
The sole purpose for these challenges coming into existence was the beautiful discovery of finding amazing creatives on Instagram just waiting to be seen, appreciated and recognized. This intention to help creatives discern, explore and claim their creative gifts with pride along with publishing them in anthologies coincided, aligned and came together at the perfect time. 
 
Introduction
 
“In Love, the Weaver creates and sets us free to shape ourselves
without any conditions in how we ought to be; yet still we refuse
to align to His ways when love was what gave us life for all of our days.”
 
 
The Weavers’ Challenge was an interesting tool that sifted through the pandemic times to find hope under the swirling currents of enveloping fear in the dark so before you get lost within the pages of Capsized In The Pandemic Lockdown, we would love to extol our co-authors’ creativity and exceptional talents in interpreting our prompts and themes with such astounding skill and imagery. Their different perspectives regarding the pandemic state of affairs was absolutely impressive and you will find yourself wanting to learn more about them. 
 
This book is divided into three sections based on three prompts that we, Our Earthians Community Group, introduced: 
1) Steps to free a meadow of daffodils 
2) How does a warrior’s journey begin? and
3) How to scale/escape the walls of my prison? 
 
The three themes that we applied to this challenge were: 
a)Lockdown b) Quarantine and c) Covid-19
 
Additionally, we introduced another prompt in a mini challenge for those who had missed the deadline and still wished to participate: 4) A personal storm of upheaval, along with its theme d) Unbalanced. However, all submissions for this mini challenge were merged under the three main sections of the book. 
 
“How shall we free the daffodils? How are warriors born? How shall we escape our prisons?” we asked the quarantined heartbeat of Our Earthians community and they have answered us with words, art and stunning imagery. 
 
Through their work, we learn that though every individual, group or nation have wanted to change the fundamental course of long-held social and psychological attitudes, it seems that they have mostly been left feeling burdened with disillusionment. 
 
The Meadow of Daffodils, A Warrior’s Journey and The Walls of Imprisonment address these matters because they can represent many things, namely—a collective ideology, a belief system, discriminatory labelling, a physical circumstance or even a mindset of an emotional trauma.
 
 
 
The Meadow Of Daffodils
 
￼[image: A vase filled with flowers

Description automatically generated]
“Our voices drown in chaos but our hands will find ways to speak;
although the candles have all died out, this world will see our souls alit.” 
 
 
Perspectives 1
 
1. Let The Journey Begin by Akshay Sharma and Surbhi Sharma
2. Surviving The End by Bob Pallister
3. Reflections Of The Human Mind by Shruti Prasad
4. Good From Bad by Carol Longfellow
5. Proud To Be An American by Divya Ramachandra
6. Together We Can by Husna Rehman
7. Memories That Remain by Ismet Diab
8. Robins In The Snow by Wendy Gull
9. River Stones by Kristal Kay Jonasen
10. Craving Sunlight’s Crown by Linda Lokhee
11. The Golden Letter Of Memory by Lorenza Palomino
12. Gutenberg by Thomas Hartstang
13. A Fallacy by Nistha Goel
14. Sweet Escape by Shruti Jayakumar
15. The Diagnoses Of Our Times by Srilalitha Pillalamarri
16. Imperfections by Sana Mujtaba
17. A Problem's Solution by Nistha Goel
18. The Quarantine Reaper by Mia Hutman
19. Keep Your Distance by Anusha Raina
20. The Choice Is Yours by Arshpreet Gill
 
1. Let The Journey Begin
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Scribbles: Nothing can be more challenging than moving out of your comfort zone and uprooting yourself from all that is safe and familiar. Moving to a new country has included some of the most difficult but rewarding moments of our lives. Ever since we accepted the changes and all that came with it, we found ways to resolve them. Also, we discovered that no matter what life throws our way, we can always find happiness as long as we are together. Life can point us in many directions but we must trust our hearts and have the courage to sometimes take that leap of faith. After all, isn’t life about change and learning how to embrace its challenges?
 
by Akshay Sharma and Surbhi Sharma
@coupleonwanderlust 
 
2. Surviving The End
 
Daffodils hanging heads
down beaten by the rain
Wind blows again, again
in grave buffeted dread
All their petals are shed
can their colors regain
This hillside steep slanted
no shelter providing
Need woodland to hide in
by method enchanted
Trees grow soon as planted
now colors colliding
With green leaves and brown bark
light brought back to the dark
 
by Bob Pallister
@randomerbobsxyz
 
3. Reflections Of The Human Mind
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Scribbles: It's the choices that we make that create an everlasting impression. Let us choose wisely.
 
by Shruti Prasad
@shrutastic
 
4. Good From Bad
 
In the blink of an eye
everything changed
All of our hopes
all of our dreams
all we had planned
ripped apart
at the seams
We had weighed up the risks
taken good advice
but nothing prepared us
for this throw of the dice
 
Now we were carers
not just mum and dad
Our choices were taken
Now this is all that we had
but we thought ourselves lucky
in the balance of things
We could have lost her
and the grief that would bring
 
So we said goodbye
to the plans we had thought
and built a new life
with what caring has taught
Patience understanding
a heart for those less able
Love and compassion
now sits at our table
where once was imbalance
 
As responsibilities
weighed us down
good now outweighs bad
Smiles have replaced frowns
We learned to accept
a different life
found a way through the storm
the heartache and strife
She is still with us
when she could have died
so what, if our dreams
had to be cast aside
 
Scribbles: When she was 14 months, my daughter suffered irreversible brain damage following an open heart surgery. As young parents (at 22 years old), our lives changed forever. 37 years later—though she is totally dependent on us as her carers, she is happy and we have had a good life.
 
by Carol Longfellow
@carol_longfellow
 
 
5. Proud To Be An American
 
I’ve always been proud to call myself an American citizen.
 
I do this knowing full well that we as a country are far from being perfect. Our past and current history are filled with mistakes that we must learn from. At the same time, as a first generation immigrant, I have also seen the numerous possibilities and opportunities that living in the USA has given me. But on November 8th 2016, for the first time in my life, I doubted this motto. This feeling grew as He-Who-Shall-Not-Be-Named began dismantling all the progress we had made as a country. I have found myself unsure of whether I was proud to be an American after all. This was a huge identity crisis for me, something that turned my sense of self, upside down.
 
Let’s be honest, 2020 has been a shitshow across the world. I don’t think anyone living in the modern world has not somehow been affected by the numerous disastrous events that have happened this year, including Mother Nature. Anyone else remember when Australia was (and still is) on fire?
 
For the United States of America, however, our world was turned upside down a long time ago—January 1st 2017 to be exact. I lived by a quote US Naval Captain Stephen Decatur famously said in the early 1800s: “Our Country! In her intercourse with foreign nations may she always be in the right; but right or wrong, our country!” This is what got me through the rough Bush years, through the beginning of two wars that would create chaos for the rest of the world. The Obama years reinvigorated my belief in this quote, as I gained hope that change can happen.
 
I was always aware, even during the Obama presidency, that a good deal of people in the world had miniscule positive thoughts about my country. While I’ve agreed with many of their points, I’ve also pushed back with the good we have done and accomplished. Now, I sit quiet and silently agree. I was shocked about how far he could go and how divided our nation has become. Despite all of the illegal, immoral, dangerous, and idiotic choices he has made, very few from his party have batted an eye. I just cling tight to the hope that November 3rd 2020 might bring because I feel so helpless in saving what I saw as my deteriorating country.
 
Then Covid-19 hit the fan and he and his advisers could not have handled it more poorly. Many of the decisions he’s made previously affected certain demographics of individuals—usually women and people of color. His base could look past it because a part of them agreed with his sentiments and another part were just apathetic. But Covid-19? This was something the country could not completely ignore. While certain groups of people were more heavily affected due to sociodemographic reasons (poverty, lack of healthcare access), this virus was not making discriminations about the same. In fact, thousands of people have now died—from all races, socioeconomic statuses, religions, sexualities—and many of these deaths were preventable.
 
Say what you want about George Bush, but he did not use September 11th as a reason to divide us. I felt like that was the last time we had bonded together as a unified country. In the face of such tragedy, we became one nation but this seems like a lifetime ago.
 
At the beginning of this year, any chance of change seemed small. For though the economy was doing all right, those who didn’t care about much else, didn’t think there was much to change. Through the helplessness and chaos that have arisen from experiencing the ramifications of Covid-19, we have finally awoken from our apathy. This pandemic and the government’s handling of it has blown the covers off of the simmering problems contained for decades (not just recent years). It has brought them all to the surface and the people are demanding change once more.
 
Covid-19 has turned the world’s way of living upside down. It has been devastating for many and will take years to recover—physically, financially, and mentally—from this pain. I want the world to know that the man you see on TV is not representative of America as a whole. I want the world to know that we are fighting back. I want them to know that the majority of our citizens are caring, responsible, and generous.
 
At the same time, this pandemic has ignited the desire for change at an intrinsic level that I hope will ultimately lead my country in the right direction. I hope it will pry people’s eyes open to the state of our nation. I hope it will motivate people to go to the polls, not just for themselves, but for their parents, grandparents, and kids. I hope that we can once again show the
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