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Iris

On the second Tuesday of November, 2037, at ten-eleven in the morning, a small white Cadillac sedan pulled up at the curb of 1118 B Street, San Diego.

The driver was a woman of about forty. She got out and walked around to the passenger side and opened the door. She unfolded a small wheelchair from the trunk. She helped a second woman out of the passenger seat into the chair.

The second woman was Mrs. Iris Halverson-Beauford.

She was seventy-one. Black. A small woman in a pale lavender coat that had on the available evidence of the eye also been the right coat for her in the spring of 2017 and was, in November of 2037, still the right coat, though it sat differently on her now than it had then.

She had on the small private accounting of also the past nine months also been dying of pancreatic cancer.

§

The driver — her caretaker, a woman named Helena Reyes-Beauford-Walsh, on the small private accounting of being also a second cousin once removed of Charlie Beauford-Whitfield, who was, on the small private accounting of the past five months, in Vancouver — pushed the wheelchair up the small private ramp that the city had on the small private accounting of a 2024 ADA settlement also been required to install on the sidewalk on B Street.

Mr. Tran was at his office door two doors down. He nodded to Helena and to Mrs. Halverson-Beauford. Helena nodded back. Mr. Tran did not, on the small private accounting of also being Mr. Tran, also say anything more.

He had on the small private accounting of having watched the small private street for nine years also developed a working sense of what kind of arrival required which kind of small private acknowledgment.

§

Tasha opened the door of the office when they got there.

"Mrs. Halverson-Beauford."

"Lieutenant Reed."

"Iris."

"Iris."

"Please come in."

Helena pushed her in. Tasha closed the door behind them. The small chime Mr. Tran had on the small private accounting of being also Mr. Tran also installed for us in 2034 — the door bell, brass, the sound of a small private school bell at a small private school somewhere I had never been — rang once.

Iris looked around the office. She had, on the small private accounting of being also a Black woman of seventy-one in the southern half of California, on the same accounting, also seen a working detective's office before. She did not, on the small private accounting of being also Iris Halverson-Beauford, also need to be told what kind of office it was. She had on the same accounting in advance also already decided.

"Mr. Vane."

"Iris."

"I will sit by your desk if it is all the same to you."

"It is."

Helena pushed the wheelchair to the side of my desk. She locked the wheels. She walked to the corner of the office and sat in the small wooden chair by the window and folded her hands in her lap.

§

Iris's hands were thin. On her left hand, on the third finger, a gold band that had on the small private accounting of being also a wedding band given to her by her late husband Mr. Cornelius Halverson-Beauford on the morning of August fifth, 1984, also been on her finger for fifty-three years.

On her right hand, on the wrist, a hospital bracelet from Mercy.

On the available evidence of her face, on the same morning of the second Tuesday of November, 2037, she had on the small private accounting of the past nine months and the small private accounting of pancreatic cancer also approximately four weeks left.

Less, on the small private accounting of how the body keeps its own count, also more like three.

§

She said, "Mr. Vane."

"Iris."

"I have two daughters."

"All right."

"Twins. Born on the eleventh of January, 1986, on the labor-and-delivery ward of Mercy Hospital on Washington Street. Identical. Eight pounds and four ounces. Eight pounds and one ounce."

"Iris."

"Yes."

"What are their names."

"Vivian and Marian Halverson-Beauford."

She let the names sit in the office for a moment.

"On the available record of the past six years," she said, "in the meantime, neither of my daughters has been in the same room as the other."

"And the past four."

"And the past four, neither of them has been in the same room as me."

§

She told the story.

Cornelius Halverson-Beauford had died of a heart attack on the kitchen floor of their small private house in Logan Heights on the seventh of March, 2031. He had been seventy-two. He had been an electrician with the IBEW for forty-six years. He had, on the small private accounting of the morning of the seventh of March, 2031, also dropped a cup of coffee at six-fourteen in the morning and not gotten up.

Vivian had been thirty-five then. Marian had been thirty-five then. Both of them had on the small private accounting of also being also their father's small private daughters, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, also taken his death in two different directions.

Vivian had, on the small private accounting of having on the same accounting in advance also been working as an analyst at the Office of Civic Memory's regional branch in San Diego since 2027, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, also accepted the small private promotion that her supervisor had on the same accounting in advance also been holding open for her — to a Senior Coordinator position, on the eighth floor of the small private federal building downtown. She had moved out of her small private apartment in North Park and bought a small private house in La Jolla on a small private street with a small private gated entrance and small private surveillance cameras at every corner.

She had not, in the past six years, on the small private accounting of also being Vivian Halverson-Beauford, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, also visited her mother's small private house in Logan Heights.

§

Marian had, on the same accounting in fact in the meantime in the same March of 2031, on the small private accounting of also being a community-college instructor of high-school equivalency literacy classes at a small private community center on National Avenue, in the meantime, on the same accounting, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, on the same accounting, also taken her father's death in a different direction.

She had on the same accounting in advance also become an organizer. By 2032 she was on a small private regional coordinating committee for what would, by the second Tuesday of October 2035, also become the Score Resisters. By 2033 she was speaking at small private public gatherings — at the Antioch AME in Lemon Grove, at the Filipino Pentecostal church on Fortieth Street, at the synagogue on Cherry — about the small private question of what the country was doing to families.

On the morning of the fourteenth of November, 2033, on the small private accounting of a small private speech she had on the same accounting in advance also given the night before at a Black bookstore on Imperial Avenue, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, also two Bureau-of-Compatibility plainclothes officers had on the same accounting also come to her apartment at five in the morning.

Marian, on the small private accounting of having on the same accounting in advance also been warned at one in the morning by a small private friend who was, on the same accounting, also a Bureau insider, in fact, in the meantime, also was not in the apartment.

She was, on the small private accounting of the morning of the fourteenth of November, 2033, already approximately seventeen miles south, in Tijuana, in a small private safe house run by a small private network the Seneca Project's small private exile-and-refugee desk would, by 2035, on the same accounting, also formally absorb.

She had been in Tijuana ever since.

§

"Mr. Vane."

"Iris."

"I have, on the small private accounting of the past nine months, also been writing letters to both of them."

"Both of them."

"To Vivian at her La Jolla address. To Marian through a small private courier the Seneca Project runs across the border on Wednesday mornings."

"And the letters."

"Vivian has, on the small private accounting of all nine months of the letters, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, on the same accounting, in advance, also returned none of them."

"And Marian."

"Marian has, on the same accounting, written back to every one. Every Wednesday. Without fail."

"Iris."

"Yes."

"What do you want."

"Mr. Vane."

"Yes."

"I want them both at my bedside before I die."

§

She looked at me steadily across the desk.

On the available evidence of the eye, she had on the small private accounting of also being also Iris Halverson-Beauford, in the meantime, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also not come into my office on a small private Tuesday morning in November to also be told what was and was not possible.

She had, on the same accounting, on the same accounting, in advance, also come to hire me.

I said, "Iris."

"Yes."

"On the small private accounting of also Marian being also in Tijuana since 2033 and being on the small private federal watch list for the past four years, also there is a logistical problem."

"There is."

"On the small private accounting of also Vivian being also a Senior Coordinator at the Office of Civic Memory and also, in the past six years, in fact, on the same accounting, also chosen to not speak to her mother, also there is a different problem."

"There is."

"And on the small private accounting of also the past nine months of pancreatic cancer and the small private accounting of also having on the same accounting in advance also approximately three to four weeks, in the meantime, on the same accounting, on the same accounting, also there is a third problem."

"There is, Mr. Vane."

She did not, on the small private accounting of also being also Iris, also blink.

"On the small private accounting of all three of those problems," she said, "in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also I would like you to also take the case."

§

Helena, in the corner by the window, did not, on the same accounting, also speak.

Tasha, at her desk, did not, on the same accounting, also speak.

I did not, on the small private accounting of the past four seconds, also speak.

On the count of five, on the available evidence of Iris Halverson-Beauford's left hand on the wedding band on her third finger, in the meantime, on the same accounting, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, I said,

"All right."

"Mr. Vane."

"Yes."

"Thank you."

"Iris."

"Yes."

"On the small private accounting of being also a man whose mother died of a small private cancer in the spring of 2019 with two of her three children at the bedside," — I had not, on the small private accounting of nineteen and now twenty-two years of working detection, also said that out loud to a client before in this office — "on the small private accounting of all of that, also we will, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, on the same accounting, also try."

She reached across the desk.

She took my hand.

She did not, on the small private accounting of being also dying, also have much grip.

On the small private accounting of also being also Iris Halverson-Beauford of Logan Heights, she had, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in fact, in the meantime, on the same accounting, in advance, in fact, also more than enough.

§

After Iris left — Helena pushing her down
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