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PREFACE

The RSS is a nationalistic voluntary organisation. It is the largest patriotic organisation in the world. It has its own mission and vision. It is the protector and saviour of the whole   society. It serves the whole humanity. 

Some of my friends including academicians and high intellectuals have been asking me to write a book on RSS for a long. It struck my mind and led me to the deep learning of the RSS. After having a vast study of the RSS and getting to know its working and objectives, it occurred to me that writing a book on RSS could be very useful for our youth and other nationals.  Hence, I have attempted this book. 

The objective of this book is to bring into light the mission and vision of RSS to all people across the globe. 

The book is based on the different literature and documents of RSS. We have sought some help from “Bunch Of Thoughts” by Guruji M. S. Golwalkar. We have also consulted some other books on RSS for reference and acknowledgement. 

The youth and all other nationals of the world are requested to go through the book at least for once so that they can catch the correct views of the RSS. 

We have taken utmost care about the accuracy of the content and language of the book. However, inadvertent errors, if any, may please be brought to our notice. Comments and suggestions are most welcome. 

Hope, this book will help you know the RSS full well and you would like to read it a lot.


—Ram Nivas Kumar
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INTRODUCTION 





RSS is the abbreviated form of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. It is a national volunteer organisation. It is completely a patriotic organisation. It is widely regarded as one of the principal organisations of the Sangh parivar. It has its own commitment of selfless service to the nation. It is the world’s largest voluntary organisation. 

The initial impetus was to build up character through discipline and to unite the Hindu community to form a Hindu Rashtra (Hindu Nation). The organisation promotes the ideals of upholding Indian culture. It promotes the values of an ideal civil society. It propagates the ideology of Hindu culture to strengthen the majority of Hindu community. It drew initial inspiration from European right-wing groups during World War II. Gradually, RSS grew into a prominent Hindu nationalist organisation sprawling with several affiliated organisations that established numerous schools, charities, and clubs to spread its ideological beliefs. 

RSS was founded on 27 September, 1925 by Dr. Keshav Baliram Hedgewar, a doctor in the city of Nagpur. He was a political and social activist. Dr. Hedgewar became a member of the Anusheelan Samiti, an anti-British revolutionary group, getting into its inner circle. Hedgewar organised anti- British activities through the Kranti Dal (Party of Revolution) and participated in Tilak’s Home Rule Movement in 1918.  According to the official RSS history, Dr. Hedgewar came to realize that revolutionary activities alone were not enough to overthrow the British. Being influenced by Sir Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, he founded RSS with the objective of strengthening the Hindu society. 

Dr. Hedgewar believed that a handful of British were able to rule over the country of India because the Hindus were disunited; because the Hindus lacked vigour (parakram) and because the Hindus lacked a civic character. Therefore, he recruited energetic Hindu youth with revolutionary flavour. He gave them a uniform of black forage cap, khaki shirt (later white shirt, khaki shorts) emulating the British people and taught them paramilitary technique with lathi, sword, javelin and dagger. Hindu ceremonies and rituals played a large role in the organisation, not so much for religious observance but to provide awareness of India’s glorious past and to bind the members in a religious communion. Hedgewar also held weekly session of what he called intellectual education consisting of simple questions to the novices concerning the Hindu nation and its history and heroes especially Shivaji. The saffron flag of Shivaji, the Bhagwa Dhwaj was used as the emblem for the new organisation. Its public task was involved in protecting Hindu pilgrims at festivals and confronting any resistance against Hindu processions. 

After it passed two years in the life of organisation, Hedgewar organised an Officers Training Camp with the objective of preparing a corpse of key workers whom he called Pracharaks. He asked the volunteers to  renounce their professions and family life and dedicate themselves to the need of the RSS. The tradition of renunciation gave the RSS the character of a Hindu “sect” that led to the  development of Shakhas as possible first in Nagpur, then across Maharashtra and eventually in the rest of India.  A Shakha at the Benaras (Varanasi) Hindu University was established. Other Universities were similarly targeted to recruit new followers among the students population. Three Pracharaks went  to Punjab—Appaji Joshi to Sialkot, Moreshwar Munje to the DAV College in Rawalpindi and Raja Bhau Peturkar to the DAV College in Lahore in 1940.  Madhavrao Muley was appointed as the Prant Pracharak (regional missionary) in Lahore. They all thought that   there must be an organisation based on the country’s traditions and history. 

The initial meeting for the formation of the Sangh was held on the Vijaya Dashmi  in 1925 between Dr. Hedgewar and four Hindu Mahasabha leaders—Balkrishna Shivram Moonje, Ganesh Savarkar, Laxman Vasudev Paranjpe and B. B. Tholkar. RSS took part as a volunteer force in organising the Hindu Mahasabha annual meeting in Akota in 1931. Moonje remained a patron of the RSS throughout his life. Both Moonje and Ganesh Savarkar worked to spread the RSS Shakhas in Maharashtra, Punjab and Delhi. Savarkar merged his own organisation “Hindu Sabha” with the RSS and had its expansion throughout the country.           
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RSS ANDINDIAN INDEPENDENCE 

MOVEMENT

RSS portrays itself as a social movement. After the formation of the RSS, Dr. Hedgewar kept the organisation free from having any direct affiliation with political organisation.  In accordance with the Hedgewar’s tradition of keeping the RSS away from the Indian independence movement, any political activity that could be construed as being anti-British was  avoided.  Hedgewar talked about Hindu organisation avoiding any direct comment on the Government. Hedgewar personally participated in the Satyagraha launched by Gandhiji in April, 1930. But he did not get the RSS involved in the movement. He sent information everywhere that the RSS would not participate in the Satyagraha. However, those wishing to participate individually were not prohibited. In 1934, Congress passed a resolution prohibiting its members from joining RSS and Hindu Mahasabha. 

M. S. Golwalkar, who became the leader of the RSS in 1940, continued and further strengthened the isolation from the independence movement on his view. The RSS had pledged to achieve freedom through defending religion and culture and not by fighting the British. Golwalkar did not want to give the British an excuse for a ban on the RSS. He complied with all the structures imposed by the Government during the Second World War, even announcing the termination of the RSS military deportment. The British Government stated that the RSS was not all supporting any civil disobedience against  them, and as such their political activities could be overlooked. The British home department took note of the fact that speakers at Sangh meetings urged its members to keep aloof from the anti-British movements of the Indian National Congress whose instructions was duly followed. The home department was thereby of the opinion that the RSS did not constitute a menace to the law and order in British India.

The Bombay government in a report appreciated the RSS that the Sangh had scrupulously kept itself within the law and refrained from taking part in the disturbances (Quit India Movement) that broke out in August 1942. It also reported that the RSS had not in any way infringed upon government orders and had always shown a willingness to comply with the law. 

WORLD WAR II

During the World War II, RSS leaders openly admired Hitlar and Benito Musolini.  M. S. Golwalkar, who became the supreme leader of the RSS, took inspiration from Adolf Hitlar’s ideology of racial purity. RSS leaders were supportive of the Jewish State of Israel.  Savarkar himself supported Israel during its formation. Golwalkar admired the Jewish to maintain its religion and culture. 

PARTITION

The partition of India affected millions of  Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs. They were attempting to escape the carnage that followed during partition. RSS then helped the refugee from West Punjab and other parts of the country. It also played a very active role in communal tolerance and shown examples of communal harmony.
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RSS: MISSION AND VISION



For the welfare of entire mankind, Bharat must stand before the world as a self-confident, resurgent and mighty nation. At the very inception, the Sangh was viewed by its founder not as a sectorial activity but as a dynamic power-house energizing every field of national activity. The ideal of the Sangh is to carry the nation to the pinnacle of glory through organising the entire society. 

THE MISSION

The Hindu culture is the life breath of Hindusthan. It is, therefore, clear that if Hindusthan is to be protected, we should first nourish the Hindu culture. If the Hindu culture perishes in Hindusthan itself, and if the Hindu society ceases to exist, it will hardly be appropriate to refer to the mere geographical entity that remains as Hindusthan. Mere geographical lumps do not make a nation. The entire society should be in such a vigilant and organised condition that no one should dare to cast an evil eye on any of our points of honour. It should be remembered that strength comes though organization. It is, therefore, the duty of every Hindu to do his best to consolidate the Hindu society. The Sangh is just taking out this supreme task. The present fate of the country cannot be changed unless lakhs of young men dedicate their entire life for that cause. To mould the minds of our youth towards that end is the supreme aim of the Sangh —Says Dr. Keshav Baliram Hedgewar
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