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			Book Presentation: Misunderestimated by Bill Sammon

			Book Abstract

			Despite the fact that George W. Bush freed Iraq from the bloody rule of Saddam Hussein, healed the economy of the recession, which he had inherited, and pioneered a new “grand strategy” for international relations, that of preemption, to replace the strategy of containment embraced by Clinton and other left-leaning Democrats, Sammon believes the liberal media, John Kerry and other Bush-haters steadfastly refused to acknowledge Bush’s achievements. The American public was not completely aware of the achievements of George W. Bush due to the media’s unwillingness to tell the truth. With the exception of Fox News, most news outlets pursued a course of Bush-bashing and ignored the masterful and steady leadership of Bush in a time fraught with peril due to Osama bin Laden and his collusion with people like Saddam Hussein.

			Written in a narrative-style, Misunderestimated details the history of Bush-hating in the United States. Sammon identifies this movement’s origins as well as the fallacious ideas upon which it is built. He contrasts pubic misperceptions born of a biased media obsessed with proving Bush wrong. He presents the facts as he knows them from his inside view on the Bush administration.

			Sammon’s book covers all the major events in the Bush presidency as they actually occurred and compares those events to media coverage and liberal Democratic spin.

			About the Author

			Bill Sammon is the Senior White House correspondent for the Washington Times, a political analyst for the Fox News Channel, and the author of the New York Times bestsellers At Any Cost and Fighting Back.

		


		
			Summary of Misunderestimated (Bill Sammon)

			Rise of the Bush Haters

			George W. Bush first realized the depth of the antipathy held by liberals and the lunatic fringe on a fund-raising trip to Portland, Oregon. Bush was confronted by angry protestors who threw a stone at his motorcade after chasing it down the streets of Portland. He was dismayed and unsure why the protestors were so angry. He did not believe that the economy alone was enough to explain their hostility. It was the first time that George W. Bush confronted the domestic hatred that was to plague his entire presidency.

			It was during this trip when Bush realized that the American public did not understand how his actions were protecting them from terror. Bush began to see that Americans did not understand that September 11 necessitated a new, more robust type of foreign relations designed to deter, not dissuade, enemies of the United States from entertaining any thoughts of attacking or helping terrorists. This doctrine of preemption was an important part of reshaping international forces in a new and strategic way. It worked by sending the clear message that the United States was not afraid to be decisive and act in its own best interests to stop problems from arising.

			Maybe Bush did not understand the roots of his people’s misperceptions, but he would begin to understand in the months that followed.

			“Something of a Churchill Scholar”

			The truth about Saddam Hussein and why he had to be dealt with lay in the internecine history of this man. Unlike foppish interviewers such as British MP George Galloway, who praised Saddam Hussein and himself in a vain, glorified mischaracterization of Hussein as a fit, self-disciplined monarch, Bush and his Administration saw Hussein as the savage killer that he was.

			Hussein began killing in his youth and continued on a larger and larger scale as he ascended the ladder of power in Iraq. By 9/11, Hussein had attacked both Iran and Kuwait and bankrupted his country in an orgy of weapons buying that lasted throughout the 1980s and ‘90s. Hussein bought weapons from the Soviets, the French and the Germans.

			Indeed, it was the perfidious Germans that sold him the equipment that he was supposedly using to purify uranium to ready it for energy production, but which everyone knew could be equally easily deployed to weapons development. It was the French who sold Hussein the things that he required to develop and deploy a wide variety of biological and chemical agents against anyone who displeased him. And everyone, including the United States, who had helped Hussein defeat the Iranians, displeased Hussein. No one, not even members of his own family were safe from Hussein’s wrath.

			The Bush Administration wisely calculated that Hussein might be the very person to provide succor and replenishment to any of the Al Qaeda troops that fled from Afghanistan. It was to prevent Hussein from joining forces with Al Qaeda and arming them with any weapons of mass destruction that he might have stashed away, that President Bush acted preemptively against Hussein.

			Unlike liberal media and leftist Democrats, President Bush was not fooled by Hussein’s protestations of compliance with UN requests. He knew the kind of person that Hussein really was. President Bush also knew that he would never be taken unaware again. September 11 had changed his world view forever.

			A Milestone and A Mission

			A year after the attack on the World Trade Center, President Bush attended a memorial in Pennsylvania for the passengers of Flight 93. On that visit, Bush resolved that he had to act to stop any chance of another attack on the United States. He concluded that ridding the world of the dictators that already revealed a desire to inflict harm on the United States and its citizens was the logical next step after crushing the Taliban in Afghanistan. He formulated a new policy of preemption rather than containment. He debuted this idea at the Air Force Academy in the spring of ‘02.

			Almost immediately, the media began to criticize this idea, even though intellectual giants like Kissinger thought that it had merit. Even senior members of the Republican Party began to join in the fray. Among the many suggestions offered both publicly and privately was that President Bush had to seek approval from the United Nations. President Bush felt that this idea had merit, but he did not want to be stuck in the bureaucratic jungle of the UN forever. So with the help of his advisors, particularly Colin Powell, Bush crafted a resolution that Powell took to the UN. This resolution was constructed with a number of “trip points” that, if unmet by Hussein after the resolution passed, the United States could exact a punishment up to and including war. Hussein proceeded to trip every single trigger.

			At the same time that President Bush was pursuing his movement to preclude Hussein from arming Al Qaeda or any other terrorist group with WMDs, Bush was assisting Republicans around the country in mid-term election bids even though many “wise” politicians felt that this was foolish. Bush decided to take both risks.

			The No-Gloat Zone

			Both the overconfident Democrats and the United Nations were surprised by the large wins that Bush received in the mid-term.

			The Democrats had no idea why they lost the mid-term elections, but Bush recognized that it was because they looked extremely partisan and uncaring at the funeral of their dear friend, Paul Welstone, when they turned it into a political rally. It also helped that while the media looked foolish and uninformed in their defense of Saddam Hussein in the face of the incredible evil that he had done, Bush looked wise and caring. Both instances helped secure mid-term victories for the Republicans.

			These unexpected wins could have set the stage for gloating by President Bush, yet wisely, he did not gloat. Instead, he focused on moving his strategies and policies forward only now with a Republican majority behind him.

			Within the next two months, President Bush secured passage of his 1441 resolution in the United Nations and passage of his second round of tax cuts to stimulate the economy.

			“Whining Pool”

			President Bush continued being the leader that he knew he was as he prepared for war against Iraq. He was at his ranch in Crawford, Texas with the press corps during this time. The same press corps that derided his intellect and made a point of continuing to portray Bush as a usurper of the Presidency even though every recount had shown him to be the winner of the 2000 elections. President Bush did not hold this against the media, but continued to show reporters and commentators nothing but kindness and affability, as was his way; Bush was a nice person who could be tough when he had to be.

			The “Get”

			While Bush was preparing his country and countrymen for war, Dan Rather was interviewing Saddam Hussein. In another example of the traitorous antipathy that the media had for President Bush, Rather was giving air time to Hussein to challenge President Bush to a debate. Instead of rushing to comply with UN resolution 1441, Hussein was trying to bluster his way through the situation with a public relations blitz and Rather as his accomplice.

			The interview was almost amusing with Hussein portraying himself as a humble, but ambitious sort who had superseded his humble origins through hard work and luck. Such was his character, according to Hussein, that his people loved him and that is why 99.96 percent of them voted for him. Iraqis did not want to be troubled by the United States, according to Hussein, they just wanted to live their lives as did Hussein. If President Bush did not like Hussein’s ruling style, then they should have a debate, Hussein held, not go to war.

			Unlike a real journalist, Rather let Hussein set the tone of the interview and even control the production of the tape and the placement of the cameramen. Rather acted like a journalist, but he wasn’t asking the hard questions, especially compared to the type of questions he liked to put to President Bush. Instead, Rather was acting like Hussein’s press secretary.

			It was so typical of the American liberal media to cosset the enemies of the United States while trying to embarrass and humiliate the President because he wouldn’t kowtow to their liberal agenda.

			“Let’s Go”

			Once it was clear that Hussein would not cooperate and that the UN inspectors could not get the help they needed to get their work done, President Bush was not going to let Hussein get away with flouting the world’s will again.

			The timing for taking action against Iraq had not exactly been settled when a report came in that Hussein was in a remote location, well-isolated from other structures with many of his top command. The Defense and Intelligence Departments counseled President Bush to take advantage of this strategic blunder by Hussein. President Bush wanted to be sure that the strike would go well if it went off. Just as he made the decision to “go,” other logistical problems arose
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