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Team History: Inception and Early Years
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●  The Washington Nationals originated as the Montreal Expos in 1969.

●  The team moved to Washington, D.C., and became the Nationals in 2005.

●  The Expos were MLB's first franchise outside the United States.

●  The Nationals' first home game in Washington was in April 2005 at RFK Stadium.

●  Their move to Washington marked the return of MLB to the city after a 33-year absence.

●  The Nationals' initial seasons were marked by struggles, finishing last in their division from 2005 to 2007.

●  RFK Stadium was the Nationals' home until Nationals Park opened in 2008.

●  The team's first-ever draft pick was Ryan Zimmerman in 2005.

●  The Nationals' first winning season came in 2012 with a record of 98-64.

●  The team was managed by Frank Robinson during their initial seasons in Washington.

●  In their first season in Washington, they had a mid-season winning streak of 10 games.

●  Their first game was a 7-3 loss to the Philadelphia Phillies.

●  By the end of their first season in Washington, they managed to attract over 2.7 million fans.

●  The Nationals finished last in the NL East in their debut season but showed promise in player developments.

●  The name "Nationals" is a nod to the original Washington Nationals, who played in the city from 1901 to 1960.

●  By the end of 2005, the Nationals held a record of 81 wins and 81 losses, achieving a .500 season.

●  The Nationals' first game at Nationals Park was a victory, with Zimmerman hitting a walk-off home run.

●  Despite early struggles, the team had a core of young players like Zimmerman, Lastings Milledge, and Elijah Dukes, hinting at future success.

●  The transition from Montreal was challenging, with the team using Puerto Rico's Hiram Bithorn Stadium for some "home" games in 2003 and 2004.

●  In 2005, the Nationals experienced a 5-game winning streak right at the start, showcasing their potential.

●  The Nationals' inaugural season saw them positioned first in the NL East at the All-Star break.

●  Alfonso Soriano, in 2006, became the first National player to hit 40 home runs and steal 40 bases in a single season.

●  Chad Cordero, the Nationals' closer in their early years, led the MLB in saves in 2005.

●  The team saw multiple ownership changes in their initial years, with MLB owning them at one point.

●  In 2006, Theodore Lerner and his family became the principal owners of the Nationals.
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Team Mascot: Origins and Evolution
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●  The Nationals' main mascot is Screech, an eagle.

●  Screech was "hatched" on April 17, 2005, during the Nationals' game against the Arizona Diamondbacks.

●  The original design for Screech was created by a child in a contest to design the team's mascot.

●  In 2009, Screech underwent a "growth spurt," resulting in a redesigned look that made him appear older and more mature.

●  Along with Screech, the Nationals have "Racing Presidents" as part of their mascot team.

●  The Racing Presidents were introduced in 2006 and feature Teddy Roosevelt, Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson, and George Washington.

●  William Howard Taft, another racing president, was added in 2013.

●  Teddy Roosevelt notoriously had a long losing streak in the Presidents Race, not winning a race until 2012.

●  The Racing Presidents have become a beloved 4th-inning tradition during home games.

●  Screech has his own bobblehead and has been featured in various team promotions.

●  The Racing Presidents sometimes have special editions, like "Star Wars" themed races.

●  Screech has been spotted not just at games but at various community events in D.C.

●  Screech’s “birth” at the stadium was marked by him emerging from a giant egg in the outfield.

●  The Racing Presidents have even had their likenesses made into large puppets for special events.

●  The "Let Teddy Win" campaign became a popular movement among fans during Teddy's long losing streak.

●  Each of the Racing Presidents has a distinct personality; for instance, Jefferson is known to be the "schemer" of the group.

●  Screech’s official role is the "Nationals' Number One Fan".

●  Beyond the games, Screech often takes part in the MLB Mascot Home Run Derby.

●  The design of Screech, being an eagle, complements the national symbols associated with Washington, D.C.

●  While the Racing Presidents race on foot, Screech has been known to use a vehicle now and then, including a Segway.

●  Fans can find various merchandise, including hats, shirts, and toys, themed around Screech and the Racing Presidents.

●  In 2018, a new Racing Presidents character, Calvin Coolidge, was introduced but was retired soon after.

●  Screech’s birthday is an annual event, celebrated with other MLB mascots and special in-game festivities.
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