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For many believers, the doctrine of the rapture has become a central part of end-time teaching. Movies, novels, and sermons have popularized the idea that Christians will suddenly vanish from the earth. But what if this widely accepted belief deserves a closer look?
This book examines key biblical passages often used to support the rapture theory and compares them with the broader witness of Scripture. The goal is not to create fear or division, but to encourage careful, prayerful study of God's Word.
Throughout these chapters, we will explore prophecy, the resurrection, the great tribulation, and the return of Christ. Readers are encouraged to follow along in the Bible, consider the context of each passage, and seek understanding through the Holy Spirit.
Let us begin with an open Bible and an open heart.
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Rapture Canceled?

The Rapture! A word that strikes fear in the hearts of many Christians. Several movies, books, and TV series have covered this topic, but is any of it true? Will people just vanish one day, and the fear and pain of loss be left for the remaining?
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Many people have spoken about the end times and what will happen when the Lord returns. We are left with the recurring topic of a rapture that will take place! Unfortunately, the rapture has been canceled. The rapture has been canceled because it was never scheduled. So, what will happen at the end of the world and the Lord’s return?
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The truth is, nobody really knows what the end will exactly look like. Opinions of biblical end-time scenarios vary widely from person to person and culture to culture. In this series, we will look at several different topics. To understand this subject is more advanced than just reading a few verses and saying it’s official.

We will need to explore the Word of God and the history of the nation of Israel. We will need to investigate what the prophets wrote about on this topic to see if it is grounded in the same doctrine as many of the other writers of the Bible. How are we to truly know what is real and what is not?

––––––––
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How can we know if what we believe is true or if it is a rumor? Is it all just a story handed down from generation to generation? For us to sort these things out, we need hard facts.

We need to examine our history—what is real and what is imagination. We will start with the bedrock of the rapture doctrine in the book of Thessalonians. We will be using the KJV version for this subject. So, grab your Bible, pray to our heavenly Father that the Spirit will give us understanding.

––––––––
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Many people read in their Bible that the Lord will meet us in the air, as found in First Thessalonians, the 4th chapter and the 13th–18th verse. They feel this “air” is the sky. We are going to read this verse and see what it really means.

13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.

15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

Now we know these passages are speaking about the saints of God that have died. The apostle Paul is telling us to comfort one another with the hope of the resurrection—the resurrection of the saints, not the rapture. In the 13th verse, the writer says, “I would not have you to be ignorant,” which means unlearned or in the dark about the dead. In the 14th verse, the writer explains that Jesus would bring the dead with Him that are asleep.

This means the dead will return with Jesus at His second coming, and Jesus will change their dead bodies into eternal bodies and make them eternal beings. In the 15th verse, the writer is expressing that we who are alive and remain will not interfere with the change that is happening to the dead. It says, “We that remain.” Most argue that the remaining are we who have come through the tribulation, but that is not what the writer is saying. He is saying we that remain will be caught up with an eternal body to the saints.

Alive and Remaining

We that are alive and remain alive until Jesus comes are the point the writer is making; we will be changed too. The 16th verse tells us that the Lord will descend from heaven with the voice of the archangel. We will be changed, not raptured, at His coming.

At the end of the 16th verse, the change is confirmed: we that are alive won’t prevent those who sleep from being changed. The dead in Christ will rise first. The 17th verse is where most teachers bring in the rapture subject.

Then we who are alive and remain shall be “caught up.” What are we caught up to? It is like running a race. If you are winning and I catch up, I have caught up to where you are.

Most Christians misquote this verse and say, “called up,” or use the Greek translation, which means snatched away. We are snatched or seized from a body that will die and put into one that is eternal. We are caught up to the change that happened to the dead saints.

The other half of that 17th verse is that we will be caught up with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. What are the clouds we are caught up to?

Let’s unpack all of this in order and recap. Thessalonians is telling us that when Jesus comes, the dead will come back to life. It also says the living will be changed. The living must catch up to the same eternal state of being as the saints. In other words, we all must put on a body that will never die. No rapture is found at Jesus’ coming.

We will not be going into the sky or the natural clouds. If we are not going into the air, on clouds, what does that passage mean? We need to look at people who have had this change happen to them already. There is a group of people that have had the change, like Paul in Thessalonians is writing about.

The first resurrection is foretold throughout the Old Testament. One very important prophecy of the first resurrection happens in Isaiah, chapter 26. This chapter is speaking of the dead saints being resurrected. This is the group that has had this change happen to them already!

In the 19th verse of this chapter, it reads: “Thy dead men shall live; together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in the dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.”

Have you ever heard of this before? There were more people that were raised from the dead when Jesus Christ did! That verse reads “with my dead body.” This wasn’t in our future, but they rose when Jesus did. Whose dead body? It was speaking of Jesus’ dead body.

Who were these people, and can we prove they had this change already? In the book of Hosea, there is further mention of this event.

Hosea, chapter 6, verse 2:

2 After two days will he revive us: on the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight.

The Resurrection Misunderstood

We know by this reading that this passage is speaking of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, because this verse says, “After two days will he revive us; on the third day we shall live.” This was talking about when Jesus died and came back to life. When Jesus died, He was laid in a tomb. He was dead for three days. These people are saying we will live on the third day with Him. Jesus Himself confirmed this in John 2:19–22.

John 2: 19-22

19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days?

21 But he spake of the temple of his body.

22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.

Jesus told the people that He would die and come back to life three days later. But did anyone else come back from the dead with Jesus?

Now this prophecy was fulfilled in Matthew’s writing, Matthew, the 27th chapter and the 50th verse. Jesus is dying on the cross, and these are the events that took place.

50 Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.

51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;

52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,

53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.

Wait a minute! The graves were opened at His resurrection? So you’re telling me more people came back from the dead at the same time Jesus did? Why have we never heard this before? Why is nobody talking about this? These people didn’t roll out
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