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“A hilarious, addictive read that just happens to reclaim Asian American history
while illuminating our present.” —MIRA JACOB, author of Good Talk
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NINA WAS THE FIRST ONE HIRED.

& 0 B
j (il \ JT_:
NNA,SILV\/E, AND =
SHIRIN LIVE HERE | : |
v m
med |2
s OLD LAD

SHIRIN CLAIMS T0
HAVE SEEN §
BUSCEMI PE
HERE ONCE.

THE POSITION PAID A MERE $30,000 A
YEAR ,BUT NINA LIVED IN THE SMALLEST,
WINDOWLESS ROOM IN THE APARTMENT,
| MONTH.
e

I

THS WAS A STEAL FOR GREENPOINT, A
NEIGHBORHOOD WHO SE POLISH MOM-AND-
POP SHOPS WERE BEING DISPLACED BY
WINE BARS AND 16 HANDLES FRANCHISES.

SHE BREEZED THROU GH THREE ROUNDS OF
INTERVIEWS WITH POISE AND CONFIDENCE,
CONJURING UP DAZZLING REFERENGES AND
GRACIOUS THANK-YOU EMAILS.

NINA COULD GET BY MoSTLY WITH THE HELP
OF HER BOYFRIEND, TAISHI,WHO PAID HER
MONTHLY STUDENT LOAN BILL ($251.23).

—_

| —

| / e
|

[

FAVORITE MOVE:
IRON MAN 2
FAVORITE BOOK:
OF MICE AND
MEN (?1?)
FAVORITE BAND:
OKKERVIL RIVER

" HE CALLS HIS
| PARENTS EVERY
. SUNDAY MORNING
g AND INFORMS
¥ THEM EVERY
TIME HE GOES
T0 THE DOCTOR,
FAVOR(TE FOoD: B2 EVEN WHEN HE
CHICKEN vatsU 7 | To0K NINA TO
CURRY | GET HER 1UD.
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NINA, SILVIA, AND SHIRIN CELEBRATED AT
HOME IN THEIR USUAL FASHION, THE NIGHT
CULMINATING WITH NINA DRUNKENLY
UPDATING SILVIA'S RARELY USED LINKEDIN
PROFILE = “SIVIA BAUTISTA, THAT BITCH,
HANDSOME PUBLISHING.”

SOWAIT... THEY DON'T
LOVE YoU L\KE | LOVE
You... MAARAPS ... §

WITH NINA AND SILVIA OUT OF THE APARTMENT
EVERY MORNIN G, SHIRIN REDOUBLED HER
EFFORTS,REACHING OUT To OBSCURE
FACEBOOK FRIENDS AND SCOURING EVERY
EMPLOYMENT SITE.

HEY, 1S TH\S LEA?
[T'S SHIRIN...

.. YEAH, WE MADE
OUT AT MISSHAPES
YEARS AGO. HOW
ARE THINGS OVER
AT GOOGLE ?

IT TooK SILVIA A WEEK TO REMEMBER AND
CORRECT HER TITLE.

Linked

| Editorial Assistant at
| Handsome Publishing

New York,New YorK
\Boek Publishing

« Editorial Assistant
Current: Bonasore Publishing

« Childcare Specialist
Past: qidere Family

Intern
College Music Journal

Summer Administrative Assistant
Houston Chronicle

Publicity Intern

SHE CHATTED ONLINE WITH THE GIRLS
DURIN G THE DAY, ASKING THEM ABOUT
THEIR NEW OFFICES.THEY DION'T GO
INTO Too MUCH DETAIL, KNOWING THEY
COULDN'T FULLY START BRAGGING UNTIL
ALL OF THEM WERE EMPLOYED.

Shirin: how’s cubicle life?

Silvia: wish i was home w/ u bb!

Nina: It’s fine.
They still use Outlook here. :(
How'’s the job search?

Shirin: applied to 3 today

Silvia: U GOT THIS!!!

Nina: Let me proofread your cover
letters before you send them.
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DURING THIS STRETCH OF JoB SEARCHIN G,
SHIRIN FOUND HERSELF STUCK AT HOME, UNABLE
T0 GO OUT WITHOUT FEAR OF SPENDING MONEY.
STARVED FOR COMPANY, SHE STRUCK UP A
CONVERSATION WITH A DELIVERY BOY WHO
ACCIDENTALLY BUZZED THEIR APARTMENT,

UH..I'M WITH MEALS
ON WHEELS.

| HAVE A DELIVERY
FOR VERONICAVO.

.. AND AT IS
WHY HOME ALONE 2

|3 THE SUPERIOR

ALWAYS CURIOUS ABOUT THE INSIDE OF PEOPLE'S
APARTMENTS, SHIRIN EAGERLY ACCEPTED AN
INVITATION FOR TEA. ONCE INSIDE, SHE
SHAMELESSLY SNOOPED AROUND THE
IMPECCABLY NEAT LIVING ROOM.

e i
=Ro) ol et & ol
ROEUE :
% DJ; iCEioll STl [hca
e dite = A ‘(

[gillN g

= = S Il
=R lsfl=0) AT

un@,d\i\ 3

D ==

0
1)
)

4 L

SHE ENDED UP DELIVERING VERONICA V0'S F00D
HERSELF,

[WoeveR You
| ARE: COME IN.

|
|
i

IT WAS TTE FIRST TIME SHIRIN HAD GEEN
HER. POWNSTAIRS NEIGHBOR. IN PERSON.

VERONICA WAS 42 YEARS OLD, THOUGH SHE
LOOKED MUCH YOUNGER . SHE HAD AVOIDED
THAT CLIFF ASIAN WOMEN HIT, WHERE
THEY GO FROM LOOKING LIKE TEENS ToO
GRANDMA WILLOW WITHIN A YEAR.

SHIRIN CHATIED WITH HER FOR THE REST

AROUND HER
BOOKSHEL F I'M LOOKING
fOR A J0B.GOT

| LEADS ARE
| LONG DEAD.
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THE NIGHT BEFORE HER FIRST DAY, SHE
UPDATED HER METICULOUSLY KEPT
LINKEDIN PROFILE.

Linked

| Nina NaKamura
Managing Editorial Assistant at
LeKman BooKs, an Imprint of
| Russel L~ Sebastian
\ New York,New YorK
= S ‘ Book Publish'\ng

. Managing Editorial Assistant
CU"‘ent * Lekma@\ BgouKs
. Editorial [ntern
Past : fighrise BOOKS
Publicity Intern
Canicule” Audiobooks

Editorial Intern
Beekman Publishers

WHEN NINA LEFT FOR WORK BY 7:45 AM, THE
TWO GIRLS AWOKE 2-3 HOURS LATER,
MEETING IN THE LIVING ROOM WITH THEIR
LAPTOPS To BEGIN THEIR JOB SEARCH.

ANYTHING NEW AND
EXCITING GOING ON
OVER AT NYFA?

IS, UNLESS YOU

s WANNA BE THE PA.
T0 A SERIAL GROPER.

\T ToOK SILVIA AND SHIRIN LONGER To
FIND JOBS,BUT AS ALWAYS, THE EASE AT
WHICH NINA HAD SUCCEEDED GAVE THEM
CONFIDENCE, SLVGHTLY MUTING THE
DESPAIR THAT YAWNED BEFORE THEM
SINCE THEIR GRADUATION FROM NYU,
FROM WHICH EACH OF THEM NURSED AN
INSURMOUNTABLE PILE OF DEBT.

BY 2 PM., THIS USUALLY DEVOLVED INTO THEM
WATCHING PIMPLE POPPING VIDEOS ON
YOUTUBE AND READING ALOUD MISSED
CONNECTIONS ON CRAIGSLIST.

“.WE LOCKED EYES AT
DEATH BY AUDIO. YOU

WERE AN ASIAN JULIE
DELPY. COULD | BE YR
LOVESTRUCK ETHAN HAWKE?"

STUDIED AT THE RIVERS
CUOMO ScHoOL OF
SEDUCTION.
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AWEEK LATER, SILVIA GOT AN INTERVIEW
AT A SMALL INDEPENDENT PRESS
BASED IN A WOMAN'S SPRAWLING
APARTMENT ON THE WATERFRONT.

JENNIFER MEYER
EARRINGS 4564

\
§i Foe ST
woneo axeioon BERGRRE C1 LD L o
THERE WAS A ROTHKO m THE LOBBY, AND
HER FUTURE BOSS WAS A TALL,FRAZZLED
WHITE LADY NAMED DEB, WHO OFFERED
HER CUCUMBER WATER AND A RICE CAKE.

THE INTERVIEW WAS A 3-HOUR MEANDERING
CONVERSATION ON THEIR FAVORITE BOOKS AND
THEIR WRITING WORKSHOP HORROR STORIES,
THE STARTING SALARY WAS A SHOCKING

$43K A YEAR, THANKS To DER’S SEEMINGLY
ENDLESS TRUST FUND, SILVIA WOULD

LATER LEARN. DRI
ENDED UP WITH HAROLD
PINTER AS THE SOLE
GUEST AT MY SWEET
SIXTEEN PARTY.

SILVIA HAD BEEN REFERRED To DEB BY
THE FAMILY SHE NANNIED FOR,WHO LWED IN
AN EQUALLY GRAND RED HOOK ROW HOUSE
A FEW MINUTES AWAY.

rﬁrtlf‘% [T SEEMED To EXIST ON
! A DIFFERENT PLANET
WHEN COMPARED To
THE TRASH- STREWN
GREENPOINT STREETS,
WITH ITS SUBTLE MUCK
| ODOR WAFTING FROM
) NEWTOWN CREEK WASTE-
WATER TREATMENT PLANT.

SILVIA LEFT DE®'S APARTMENT WITH THE JOB
AND STOPPED AT GOD BLESS DELI FOR A
BOTTLE OF MALIBU AND ORANGE JUICE.

| AM

GAINFULLY

smmsr LUNCH: HOTZ .EMPLOYED|
77 Va4 £

‘-m
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DAYS LATER, SHIRIN CAME ACROSS A
2-MONTH-0LD JO® POST ON MEDIABISTRO,
SEEKING AN EDITORIAL ASSISTANT AT
MASSELIN UNIVERSITY PRESS, AN
ACADEMIC PUBLISHER BASED IN PARIS WITH A
MIDSIZE SATELITE OFFICE IN SOHO.

JOB POSTING SAVE  APPLY

-
Company: Masselin University Press
Salary and Benefits: Competitive
Job Duration: Full Time
Job Location: New York, NY
Requirements: Primary responsibilities include working on the
Eastern History list, providing administrative support to editors,
and reviewing and processing manuscripts. This is a great

opportunity for those looking to begin a career in publishing.

Masselin University Press is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative
Action Employer

BUT SHE PULLED HERSELF TOGETHER AND
GoT THE JOB AFTER THREE MORE ROUNDS

SHE WOULD BE THE ASSISTANT To THE
EASTERN HISTORY EDITOR, WHO LWED IN
PAR\S BUT CAME To NEW YoRK EVERY
FEW WEEKS.

OF INTERVIEWS AND A BACKGROUND CHECK.

SHE WAS SO NERVOUS BEFORE THE FIRST
INTERVIEW THAT SHE VOMITED UP HER BREAK-
FAST IN THE BATHROOM OF A NEARBY
CRATE & BARREL.

ﬁ|t‘s 50 y0u.)

[woTice |

B | cveiovees
& | MosT wasH
%) |WANDS BEFORE
RETURS
0 Wo

NING
RK

Lrate &garrel [0

Y)
R DUDE, DON'T BE A
LITILE BITCH TODAY.
-

YouR LOLO WAS IN
W Ww2. You CAN

HANDLE ONE JOB

INTERVIEW.

THE JOB PAID 28K A YEAR, S0 SHIRIN WOULD
HAVE To KEEP HER WEEKEND HOSTESS J0B
AT BIBINGKA, A TRENDY EAST VILLAGE

FUSION RE STAURANT.

“My LOLA WOULD
DISOWN ME FOR
EATING HERE.
-1-STAR YELP
REVIEW

“THE MOST EXCITING
GASTRONOMIC

EXPERIENCE EVER!™
-4-STAR YELP REVIEW
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WITH THE HREE OF THEM ALL EMPLOYED,
TEY WENT OUT FOR SOUP DUMPLINGS To
CELEBRATE. ryparyseap
HEALTH INSURANCE
- AND EASY ACCESS
? To OFFICE SUPPLIES,

TANGENTIALLY
, JRELATED To OUR
USELESS DEGREES.

LA

(NINAWAS A MESSY EATER, DIRECTLY IN
CONTRAST WITH HER PROFESSIONAL,
ALOOF MANNER . SHIRIN AND SILVIA FOUND
[T ENDEARING, ESPECIALLY WHEN SHE
BELCHED AFTER PARTICULARLY SATISFYING

MY MOM THINKS
MY J0B IS THE
TiTS. | GET PAID
To SIT IN AN AIR-
CONDITIONED
OFFICE ALL DAY.

YouU SOUND

You DESERVE §y ke my mom,

BETTER THAN

THEY DRANK UNSE LFCONSCIOUSLY, knowINg
THE DIM RESTAURANT LIGHTS WOULD MAKE
THEIR ASIAN FLUSHES LESS NOTICEABLE.

[S IT BAD I'M ALREADY BORED AT MY
JoB? [T'S JUST FEDEX RUNS AND
APPLYING FOR [SBNS.

WE'RE PAYING OUR. DUES. BE
UP FRONT ABOUT RAISES AND
PROMOTIONS, OR THEY'LL
THINK YoU LIKE GRUNT WORK.

)
) %

MAYBE WE'LL BE EDITORS
BEFORE WE'RE 30.. MAKE
THAT ANTHROPOLOGIE MONEY.

HM\GOD, HOW
= $ BOUGIE ARE You?
B S @ " - S
AND FUCK THE
MTA. WE'LL TAKE |
EVERYWHERE.
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WE COULD EVEN GET ONE OF THOSE
HORSE- DRAWN CARR\AGES—EVEN
THOU 6H THE HORSES DEPRESS ME.

How WILL | DO TYAT ON
MY 30K SALARY ?!

DON'T WORRY
ABOUT 1T, BEB.

THE CHECK ARRIVED AND THEY SPLIT IT
THREE WAYS, PER THEIR CUSTOM.

SHIRIN ONLY HAS
_ A DEBIT CARD
R SINCE ANYTHING
2 MORE COMPLEX
BRI GIVES HER HIVES.

o)

EXCEPTIONS To
SPLITING THE
BILL: BIRTHDAYS
AND PERSONAL
DISASTERS (SEE:
SUMMER OF PR{YA)

(A COUPLE IN -THEIR FRESHMAN FicTioN
WRITIN G WORKSHOP HAD UNIRONICALLY
CALLED EACH OTHER “BER," AND THE
HABIT HAD INFILTRATED THE GIRLS
FRIENDSHIP AND REMAINED LONG AFTER
THE COUPLE BROKE UP.)

YOURE DRUNK OFF ~
TW0 BEERS, BEB. =g

THEN GET ON MY
LEVEL. BER,

THEY WALKED BACK To THE APARTMENT IN
A STUMBLING EMBRACE, THEN SLIPPED

INTo TEIR SEPARATE BEDROOMS.
IS ANYONE

ELSE'S HEAD
SPINNING 27
| )

600D NIIGHT!
[LOVE YALL!!

) suirin, 00 NoT NG
P& PUKE ON MY [BS
CARDIGAN.
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THIS LEFT NINA ON THE TRAWN FOR FOUR MORE STOPS
UNTIL BRYANT PARK.

AND DEPRESSING, OR THE SECRET HISTORY, WHICH
SHE RE-READ EVERY FEW MONTHS.

SHE ALSO WAD TO (_

8:32 AM =

DEVOTE MINUTES TO \ [ Bautista Pamilya %)

Mom

THE GIANT FAMILY GROUP [ Remeber: il tings o possible In

Jesus' name. Pray that | get the best
mangos at Viet Hoa today. Amen.

CHAT SHE WAS 1N,
HITEING “LIKE" ON o —
BOBY PHOTOS AND ( )

ASSURING HER MOTHER E/ l
'™

/d
THAT SHE WAS

@
GETING ENOVGH To g

EAT.

MEANWHILE, SILVIA TOOK A LONG BUS R\DE TO PeB'S
PLACE, USING THE TIME TO SCROLL THROUGH HER PHONE
WHILE LISTENING TO AN AUDIOBOOK OR PODCAST.

SHE HAD INITIALLY TOLD HERSELF QME'D USE HER
COMMUTE TO GET SOME WRITING DONE, BUT THAT HAD
LASTED ALL OF TWO ‘

DAYS BEFORE SHE

DECIDED AT HER

TiME WOULD BE

BETER SPENT

SULKING TO THE

MARIE ANTOINETIE.

SOUNDTRACK (NSTEAD,

AS THE BUS APPROACHED THE OFFICE (AK A DEB'S
APARTMENT), SHE'D GET T™E FIRST MESSAGES OF THE
DAY FROM THE GIRLS AS THEY ARRIVED AT THEIR
RESPECTIVE DESKS.

Nina: They memorized my order at
the downstairs Starbucks. UGH.
Shirin: jealous. my coffee cart guy
refuses to look me in the eye.
Silvia: because you showed him your
nipple that one time
Shirin: not my fault bralettes are
bullshit
OH! almost forgot.
i met “v. vo” from downstairs
last week
wow i thought she didn’t exist.
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SILVIA SENT OVER A SCANNED PARIS REVIEW
Shirin: she’s this cool ass old lady INTERVIEW SHE HAD FOUND, WHICH HAD BEEN DONE
Hamedivaronicarmth aiallion SHORTLY AFTER VERONICA HAD WON THE BODKER.
books, never married
i don’t *think* i get hetero
vibes from her «
\TING THIS ACTION-
Wait, her name is Veronica Vo? P(E\A)C%(gs\le TENSE B Bé\(N
| read La Mutinerie in my WAS LIKE ATAENA BENG i
Postcolonial Lit class. g\L—R‘Z_‘ﬁ% . E%'\Mﬁ%-‘é%m o
It won the Booker Prize!! AND TOTAL ANOMALY.™
ia: holy shit
let me google this asap

she doesn’t have a wiki page
but SHE'S MENTIONED ON / = S
EILEEN CHANG'S PAGE AS HER “| PREFER WRITING ABOUT THE INNER

LIVES OF WOMEN N QUIET, DOMESTIC
Shirin: what. the. hell. SITUATIONS. | BELIEVE THAT MILL BE THE

. . FOCUS OF MY NEXT BOO
she mentioned none of this.

(T DETAILED HER PATH FROM HANO[ TO BROOKLYN
, Nina: Well, she hasn’t published
AND HER SHOCK AT HAVING THE FIRST NOVEL SHE'D anything in decades.

WRITTEN MAKE SUCH A SPLAS\-\ IN THE LITERARY Maybe she'’s retired.
Shirin: we can ask her in person
i invited her to dinner next wk
Silvia: we have to cook for a booker
prize winner??

A\ Shirin: we can do takeout!

\f DURING HIS PRIME Nina: | refuse to serve Veronica Vo
faipiivae a burrito from El Pollo Loco.
I’m going to bring Taishi’s

sous vide tomorrow.
Silvia: we should buy some flatware
that isn’t from Rite Aid, too
Shirin: good plan
oops, gotta go
boss lady is in the office today
gotta pretend to be profesh!
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HAVE A GOOD DAY
AT WORK, GIRLS!

B THE G TRAIN IS [

STILL WEARING

N (1S TWILIGHT

MUSK.

C'MON, THAT JUsT
GIVES OUR COMMUTE
SOME LOCAL FLAVOR.
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MORNINGS WERE TRICKY, WTH THE THREE OF THEM
SHARING ONE BATHROOM. NINA SET HER ALARM FOR
4:45 AM,, JUST SO SHE'D HAVE TIME TO INDULGE N HER
BATHROOM ROUTINE WITHOUT WTERRUPTION.

53| DREAMED
A DREAM OF
TIME GONE BY.

NINA AND SHIRIN TOOK THE TRAIN INTO MANHATIAN
TOGETHER, GETIING ON THE 6 TRANSFERRING To

D0 YOU WANNA DO
TRWIA AT BLACK
N RABBIT TONIGHT ?

| CAN'T. TAISHI
IS MAKING ME GO
To HIS CORPORATE
SOFTBALL GAME.

BY TAM, SHIRIN AND SILVIA WERE USUALLY IN THERE,
TRYING NOT TO KILL EACH OTHER.

DOES THIS LOOK
INFECTED To You?

NAH, IT'S PROBABLY
JUST A MILD TACO
BELL REACTION.

SHIRIN 60T OUT AT BROADWAY- LAFAYETTE AND
IMMEDIATELY PUT ON HER WEADPHONES, TIRAING UP
"\ HeRPLAYLIST OF
| EARNEST EMO
ANTHEMS AND
| CHOPPED AND
| SCREWED MIXTAPES.
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ACADEMIC N/

1 MASSELIN
| UNIVERSITY
1 PRESS
-

EMPLOYEE
DIRECTORY

ASSISTANTS

LANGUAGE W/ BIBLES {7

Aisha Thompson
Computer

Science
a.thompson@mup.com
Ext. 401

Carla March
Art
History
c.march@mup.com
Ext. 512

Shirin Yap
Eastern

History
s.yap@mup.com
Ext. 718

L
v
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[T TOOK A WHILE FOR SHIRIN TO FINALLY MEET HER
BOSS (N PERSON AT MUP. BY THEN, SHE HAD SAT
THROUGH COUNTLESS HOURS OF TRAINING DONE BY

SHIRIN REFERRED TO THE PDF MULTIPLE TIMES PER
HOUR AS EMAILS FROM CLUELESS AUTHORS BEGAN TO
TRICKLE INTO HER INBOX.

B % @ @ ¢ s®

gXS B o2 YA

(

‘f From: elvira.muddles@harvard.edu
‘\Sent: Tuesday, July 1, 10:03 AM

| To: s.yap@mup.com

Subject: Re: Re: Re: Index Cost??

| Dear Shirin,
Firstly, it's a pleasure to make your acquaintance.
vSecondly, WHAT IN THE DAMN HELL. The indexing price you quoted | |

ito me is outrageous. | have been an MUP author and peer reviewer |
| for 20 years and never have | felt so bamboozled.

l

Kind regards,
| Eivira Muddles, PhD
|

|
Please tell Héléne to find a cheaper solution. Thank you. r
|

ON HER. FIRST DAY SHE RECEIVED A LARGE BINDER
OF INDECIPHERABLE WORKFLOW GRAPHS, AS WELL AS
A 200 MB-SIZED PDF FROM THE POLITICS EDTORIAL
ASSISTANT TiTLED “A HEARTBREAKING WORK. OF
BULLSH(T ACRONYMS® IT
300 COMMONLY USED
ABBREVIATIONS : TCRF
(TITLE CHANGE REQUEST
FORM), C1G (copY
EDITOR INDEXER
GUIDELINES), ETC. -
o, O
g L RocK

g st |
i, L\“-d

THANKFULLY, HER FELLOW ASSISTANTS WERE ALWAYS

HAPPY TO WELP HER. BY THE TIME SHE MET WELENE

ALEXANDRE, HER EDITOR, IN PERSON FOR TE FIRST

TIME, 3HE FELT MODERATELY AT EASE N HER ROLE.
HOW LONG HAVE

You BEEN AN
ASSISTANT ?
b 7

= MY EDITOR ACCIDENTALLY

DEAD SINCE

& 1988,

S CALLED ME BY HIS WIFE'S
SN \(AME THE OTHER. DAY,
[ ul
‘ & SHES BeEN
A

g





