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				Dinosaurs were reptiles - part of a group of creatures that includes crocodiles, tortoises and lizards. They dominated life on Earth for more than 140 million years. Although they died out a long time ago, they astound and fascinate people today with their size, strangeness and in some cases, their fierceness.
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				In the past, people thought of all dinosaurs as large, slow-moving, scaly beasts. Science has shown that they were far more varied in size and shape than we first thought. Learning about dinosaurs is so exciting. There are still lots of mysteries, and new discoveries 

				are made every year. 
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				The word “dinosaur”was first used by a British naturalist called Richard Owen in 1842. It means “fearfully great lizard”.
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				More than 700 different kinds of dinosaur have been named so far. New ones are found almost every year. 
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				People used to think that all dinosaurs had scaly skin, but research has shown that some were covered in feathers. 

				was a feathered dinosaur with a beak and no teeth.
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				Some dinosaurs were really small. Parvicursor weighed less than 300 g, while Epidexipteryx weighed 165 g – less than the weight of an adult hamster. 
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				Stegosaurus was a dinosaur that grew to about 9 m long. These giants had large bony plates running along their backs, and spikes
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