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The sun warmed the playground, turning the sand golden under Mia’s feet. Her curly black hair bounced as she skipped across the sand, humming softly. Jack’s sandy-blond hair caught the light as he carried a long wooden plank. Lily followed, gripping a bucket of chalk with careful hands. They smiled at each other, excited by the idea of making a parkour course. The scent of fresh grass drifted through the air, mixing with the faint squeak of the swings. Their voices carried a bright edge, like the fizz of soda, full of energy and plans waiting to begin.

Ben dragged two wooden crates across the playground, his shoes scuffing the dirt. He grunted a little, but his grin stayed wide. Sophie pointed toward a sunny spot and said they could stack them there. Max kicked at the dirt, imagining how high he could leap over obstacles. Ruby’s bright red hair shimmered as she clapped her hands. “It’s going to be the best course ever!” she said. The air felt alive, like it was holding its breath for their first jump. Even the trees seemed to lean closer, listening to their laughter and their busy footsteps.

Oliver leaned against the slide, shading his eyes from the bright sunlight. He watched the others and smiled. “Let’s start with the balance beam,” he said. The group nodded eagerly, their faces glowing with shared purpose. The playground seemed to hum with energy, as if it knew something exciting was
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