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The Bible is a very popular book. People have been talking about it for a long time. Thousands of years, actually. Which is impressive, when you think about how short attention spans usually are.

However, the Bible was written in a different time, in a different place, for people who already spoke the language and understood the context. So reading it now can feel a bit like trying to walk into the middle of a conversation that everyone else already understands.

Maybe you’re religious. Maybe you’re not. Either way, the Bible comes up. In movies, in conversations, in casual phrases people say without realizing they’re quoting something from it. And if you don’t really know what happens in the Bible, it can feel a little like everyone else has seen a show you somehow missed.

This book is simply an explanation of what’s in the Bible. Not a theological interpretation. Not a debate. Not a sermon. Just the story, told in plain language, the way an ordinary person might remember it after hearing it once and trying their best to recount the main events.

It won’t be perfect. It won’t be detailed. It definitely won’t include every character, metaphor, or moral lesson. But it will give you the general idea — which is often all people really mean when they say, “Have you read the Bible?”

Think of this as the summary someone might give you while sitting beside a fireplace, speaking slowly, trying to remember how it all went. The broad strokes. The important names. The overall journey. If you want scholarly accuracy, there are many books for that. This is not one of them. This is simply the Bible, as remembered from memory — warmly, simply, and with no particular agenda.

Shall we begin?

​Genesis — How Everything Started (As I Remember It)

I've always found the beginning of the Bible to be the most beautiful part. It shows how God created everything we see around us, and I'd like to share that story with you as I understand it.

In the beginning, there was nothing but darkness and water, I believe. God was there, of course, floating above it all. He decided that the emptiness needed to be filled with wonderful things, so He began to create.

On the first day, God said, "Let there be light," and just like that, light appeared. He separated the light from the darkness, calling the light "day" and the darkness "night." I always thought that was so clever—giving things names right from the start.

On the second day, God made the sky. He pushed some waters up above and kept some below, creating this beautiful blue expanse between them. I imagine it was like hanging a magnificent blue curtain across the heavens.

The third day was about land and plants. God gathered the lower waters together to make oceans and seas, allowing dry ground to appear. Then He covered the land with all kinds of growing things—trees with fruit, flowers, and vegetables of every type. I particularly like how He made the plants able to grow more plants through their seeds. That was very forward-thinking of Him.

On the fourth day, God put lights in the sky—the sun for daytime and the moon for night. He also scattered stars across the heavens like diamonds. I think He made the sun yellow because it's such a cheerful color, and everyone needs cheer during the day when they're working.

The fifth day brought all the swimming creatures and birds. God filled the oceans with fish and whales and other water animals, and He filled the skies with birds of every color. I believe this is when He made the dolphins too, which are my favorite because they always look like they're smiling.

On the sixth day, God made all the land animals—lions, elephants, rabbits, and such. And then, as His final and most special creation, He made people. He created Adam first, forming him out of the dust of the ground and breathing life into him. Adam was put in charge of naming all the animals, which must have taken quite some time. I always wondered if he ever ran out of ideas and had to start making up silly names.

God saw that Adam was lonely, so He put him into a deep sleep and took one of his ribs—or was it his side? I'm pretty sure it was a rib—and from it, He created Eve to be Adam's companion. They lived together in the Garden of Eden, which was like the most perfect park you could imagine, with every kind of fruit tree, including the Tree of Knowledge.

God told Adam and Eve they could eat from any tree except for the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Bad. But there was a serpent in the garden—I believe his name might have been Lucifer, or perhaps that came later—and he convinced Eve to eat the forbidden fruit. I think it was an apple, though the Bible doesn't actually specify. Eve shared it with Adam, and suddenly they realized they were naked and felt ashamed.

When God discovered what they had done, He was disappointed. He had to send Adam and Eve out of the garden. Life became harder for them—Adam had to farm and work the land, and Eve would have pain in childbirth. God placed angels with flaming swords at the entrance to Eden so they couldn't return.

Adam and Eve had children—Cain and Abel were the first, I'm certain of that. Cain was a farmer, and Abel raised sheep. When they brought offerings to God, He preferred Abel's offering of a lamb. This made Cain jealous, and in his anger, he killed his brother. When God asked Cain where Abel was, Cain said, "Am I my brother's keeper?" which wasn't the right answer at all.

As punishment, God sent Cain away to wander the earth, but He put a mark on him so no one would harm him. I think the mark was on his forehead, though I can't recall exactly what it looked like.

People began to multiply on the earth, but they also began to do wicked things. This made God so sad that He decided to start over with a great flood. But there was one good man named Noah, so God told him to build a giant boat called an ark. Noah brought his family aboard, along with two of every kind of animal—or maybe it was seven of the clean animals and two of the unclean ones. I remember there was a difference.

It rained for forty days and forty nights, flooding the entire world. When the waters finally receded, Noah's ark came to rest on Mount Ararat, and God put a rainbow in the sky as a promise that He would never flood the whole earth again.

After that came the Tower of Babel, where people tried to build a tower all the way to heaven. God didn't like this prideful plan, so He made everyone speak different languages. That's why we have French and Chinese and all those other languages today.

Then there was Abraham, who God called to leave his home and go to a new land. God promised Abraham that he would have as many descendants as there are stars in the sky, even though Abraham and his wife Sarah were quite old and had no children. Sarah laughed when she heard this, which I always thought was a very human reaction.

God kept His promise, and Sarah had a son named Isaac. Abraham's faith was tested when God asked him to sacrifice Isaac, but just as Abraham was about to do it, God stopped him and provided a ram instead. I believe there's an important lesson there about faith and provision, though I sometimes wonder what Isaac thought about the whole experience.

That's Genesis as I remember it—the beginning of everything and the start of God's relationship with people. It's a story of creation, falling away, and God's continued love despite our mistakes. I find great comfort in knowing that even when humans fail, God's plan continues.

Exodus — Moses and the Leaving Part

Now, the next part I remember clearly is about Moses and how the Israelites—those were Abraham's descendants, you know—left Egypt. It's a beautiful story about freedom, though there were some difficult parts along the way.

So what happened was, Joseph (one of Jacob's twelve sons, Jacob being Abraham's grandson) had become very important in Egypt because he could interpret dreams. This meant all the Israelites moved to Egypt during a famine, which was fine at first. But then, as I recall, a new Pharaoh came along who didn't remember Joseph at all and said, "These Israelites are getting to be too many. They might join our enemies." So he made them all slaves and worked them terribly hard making bricks and buildings.

The Pharaoh even ordered that all baby boys born to the Israelites should be thrown into the river. This is where Moses comes in. His mother couldn't bear to lose him, so she put him in a little basket—I think it was made of reeds and covered with tar to keep it floating—and set him in the river. His sister Miriam watched from the reeds to see what would happen.

Well, wouldn't you know, Pharaoh's own daughter found him! She was bathing in the river and heard him crying. She felt sorry for him and decided to keep him as her own son. And in what I've always thought was God's clever planning, Moses' sister Miriam stepped forward and offered to find a Hebrew woman to nurse the baby—and she got Moses' own mother for the job! So Moses grew up in the palace but still knew his heritage.

When Moses was grown—I believe he was about 40 years old—he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew slave, and he got so angry that he killed the Egyptian. The next day, he realized everyone knew what he'd done, so he ran away to the land of Midian. There he married a nice woman named Zipporah and became a shepherd for her father, Jethro.

One day while tending the sheep, Moses saw a bush that was on fire but wasn't burning up. When he went to look at this miracle, God spoke to him from the bush and told him to go back to Egypt to free the Israelites. Moses was very hesitant—he said, "But I stutter," or something like that. God said, "Don't worry, your brother Aaron can do the talking, and I'll be with you."

So Moses went back to Egypt and told Pharaoh, "Let my people go!" But Pharaoh refused. That's when God sent the plagues—there were ten of them, if I remember correctly. There were frogs everywhere, and the water turned to blood, and darkness covered the land. I think there were bugs and hail and boils too. Each time, Pharaoh would say, "Fine, take your people and go," but then he'd change his mind.

The final plague was the saddest. The angel of death came in the night and took the firstborn of every Egyptian household. The Israelites were protected because they put lamb's blood on their doorposts—this is why we have Passover, because death "passed over" their homes. After that, Pharaoh finally said, "Go, leave us alone!"

So the Israelites left in a great hurry. They didn't even have time to let their bread rise, which is why we eat unleavened bread at Passover. There were thousands of them—600,000 men, plus women and children, if I recall the numbers right.

But then Pharaoh changed his mind again and sent his army after them! The Israelites were trapped at the Red Sea with the Egyptian army behind them. Moses raised his staff, and God parted the waters so they could walk across on dry land. When the Egyptians tried to follow, the waters came back together and drowned them all. Moses' sister Miriam led everyone in a song of praise after that.

Then came the wandering in the wilderness. God provided manna for them to eat—it was like bread that appeared on the ground each morning. And when they were thirsty, Moses struck a rock with his staff and water came out.

The most important part was when they came to Mount Sinai. Moses went up the mountain to talk with God, and God gave him the Ten Commandments on stone tablets. I think Moses was up there for 40 days, and the people got impatient and made a golden calf to worship. This made both God and Moses very angry. Moses broke the tablets when he saw what they'd done, but later God gave him new ones.

That's how I remember the Exodus story—God's people leaving slavery behind and learning how to be free. It's about God keeping His promises to Abraham, even when it seemed impossible. And it's about Moses, who wasn't perfect but did his best to lead the people where God wanted them to go.

Leviticus — The Rules, and There Were A Lot of Them

After all the excitement of leaving Egypt and receiving the Ten Commandments, God decided that ten rules weren't quite enough. Not nearly enough, actually. And that's where Leviticus comes in, which I've always thought of as the book where God really gets into the details.

You see, the Israelites had been living in Egypt for so long that
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Deuteronomy — Moses Explains Everything Again, Just to Be Sure












Joshua — Entering the Promised Land













Judges — A Time When Everyone Did Whatever They Wanted













Ruth — A Kind Story, Which Is Nice













1 Samuel — Kings Were Discussed





















2 Samuel — King David and His Complications












1 Kings — Solomon, Wisdom, and Some Other Events
















2 Kings — Many Kings, Most of Whom Did Not Do a Great Job












1 Chronicles — A Retelling of Things Already Mentioned












2 Chronicles — More Retelling, Slightly Differently


















Ezra — Returning and Rebuilding

















Nehemiah — Walls, Organization, and Taking Charge

















Esther — A Brave Woman Changes Everything






















Job — A Long Conversation About Suffering

















Psalms — Many Feelings, Mostly Sung












Proverbs — Advice and Short Sayings

















Ecclesiastes — Life Is Meaningful, Or Meaningless, Or Both












Song of Solomon — A Very Romantic Section













Isaiah — Warnings, Hope, and Visions













Jeremiah — More Warnings, With Emotion













Lamentations — Sadness, Expressed Poeticly











Ezekiel — Visions That Are Difficult to Describe













Daniel — Lions, Fire, and Standing Firm














Hosea — A Metaphor About Faithfulness











Joel — Locusts and the Day of the Lord











Amos — Justice and Righteousness









Obadiah — A Short Message, Direct and Sharp










Jonah — The Prophet Who Tried to Leave























Micah — What God Really Wants From People












Nahum — A Prophecy Against Nineveh












Habakkuk — Asking Questions











Zephaniah — Another Warning









Haggai — Rebuilding Encouragement















Zechariah — Visions and Returning Hope












Malachi — The Final Words Before a Long Quiet
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