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How to Use This Book
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Welcome to Exousia Prayers Through the Bible. The word exousia is a Greek term meaning authority or delegated power — the kind of spiritual authority Jesus gives to those who follow Him. This twelve-book series is designed to carry you through the entire Bible in one year, while deepening your devotional and prayer life day by day. Book Four journeys through the rise and fall of the monarchy — First and Second Kings and First and Second Chronicles — across the thirty days of April, reading three to four chapters each day.

	Read the chapters first.  Open your Bible and read the assigned chapters for the day before reading the devotional. Let God's Word speak to you directly.

	Reflect on the theme and key verse.  Each day highlights a unifying theme and an anchor verse that ties the day's chapters together.

	Study the unified devotional.  Rather than commenting on every verse, the devotional weaves the day's chapters into one reflection, drawing out the main truths to meditate on.

	Go deeper with the parallel passages.  The cross-referenced Scriptures connect the day's reading to the wider message of the Bible, broadening the scope of your prayer and intercession.

	Pray the fifteen prayer points.  Each prayer point is rooted in Scripture — drawn from both the day's chapters and the parallel passages. Pray them aloud, personalize them, and let them launch you into your own conversation with God.

	Stay consistent.  The goal is a sustainable daily rhythm of reading, reflecting, and praying that builds your spiritual life and carries you through the whole Bible across the year.
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April Reading Plan
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1 & 2 Kings  •  1 & 2 Chronicles  •  112 chapters over 30 days

Day 1........................................................1 Kings 1 – 4

Day 2........................................................1 Kings 5 – 8

Day 3.......................................................1 Kings 9 – 12

Day 4......................................................1 Kings 13 – 16

Day 5......................................................1 Kings 17 – 19

Day 6......................................................1 Kings 20 – 22

Day 7........................................................2 Kings 1 – 4

Day 8........................................................2 Kings 5 – 8

Day 9.......................................................2 Kings 9 – 12

Day 10.....................................................2 Kings 13 – 16

Day 11.....................................................2 Kings 17 – 19

Day 12.....................................................2 Kings 20 – 22

Day 13.....................................................2 Kings 23 – 25

Day 14...................................................1 Chronicles 1 – 4

Day 15...................................................1 Chronicles 5 – 8

Day 16..................................................1 Chronicles 9 – 12

Day 17.................................................1 Chronicles 13 – 16

Day 18.................................................1 Chronicles 17 – 20

Day 19.................................................1 Chronicles 21 – 23

Day 20.................................................1 Chronicles 24 – 26

Day 21.................................................1 Chronicles 27 – 29

Day 22...................................................2 Chronicles 1 – 4

Day 23...................................................2 Chronicles 5 – 8

Day 24..................................................2 Chronicles 9 – 12

Day 25.................................................2 Chronicles 13 – 16

Day 26.................................................2 Chronicles 17 – 20

Day 27.................................................2 Chronicles 21 – 24

Day 28.................................................2 Chronicles 25 – 28

Day 29.................................................2 Chronicles 29 – 32

Day 30.................................................2 Chronicles 33 – 36

DAY 1  —  READING: 1 Kings 1 – 4
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A Throne Secured and a Heart for Wisdom
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KEY VERSE

“So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong.”

— 1 Kings 3:9

DEVOTIONAL

First Kings opens with the aged David and a contest for his throne. His son Adonijah tries to seize the kingship, but through the faithfulness of Nathan and Bathsheba, Solomon is established as king according to God's promise. The transition is not without intrigue, yet God's purposes prevail. David charges Solomon with words that still ring true: “Observe what the Lord your God requires: walk in obedience to him.” A godly legacy is passed not merely through position but through the call to faithful obedience.

First Kings 3 contains one of the most beautiful prayers in Scripture. When God appears to Solomon in a dream and offers him anything he desires, Solomon asks not for wealth, long life, or the death of his enemies, but for “a discerning heart” to govern wisely. God is so pleased with this request that He grants wisdom and adds riches and honor besides. What we ask for reveals our hearts. When we seek first the things that matter to God — wisdom, discernment, the good of others — He delights to provide both what we asked and what we did not.

First Kings 4 describes the resulting prosperity and peace of Solomon's reign — a kingdom flourishing under wise leadership, where the people lived in safety, “each under their own vine and fig tree.” Solomon's wisdom became famous throughout the world. This is a picture of the blessing that flows when leadership is grounded in God-given wisdom. As we begin the story of the kings, the message is clear: seek wisdom above all, for the fear of the Lord is its beginning, and a life ordered by His wisdom bears fruit that blesses many.

GOING DEEPER — PARALLEL PASSAGES


•  James 1:5 — If anyone lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously — the very pattern of Solomon's request.

•  Proverbs 9:10 — The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom — the foundation of Solomon's gift.

•  Matthew 6:33 — Seek first the kingdom, and all these things will be added — Solomon seeking wisdom, given riches too.

•  1 Kings 2:3 / Joshua 1:8 — Walk in obedience and meditate on God's word for success — David's charge to Solomon.

•  Colossians 2:3 — In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom — the true and greater Solomon.


PRAYER POINTS

	Father, establish Your purposes in my life as You established Solomon's throne (1 Kings 1:30).

	Lord, help me pass on a legacy of faithful obedience, not just position (1 Kings 2:2–3).

	I will walk in obedience and meditate on Your word for success (1 Kings 2:3; Joshua 1:8).

	Father, give me a discerning heart to know right from wrong (1 Kings 3:9).

	Lord, let my deepest requests reveal a heart that pleases You (1 Kings 3:10).

	I ask You for wisdom, for You give generously to all (James 1:5).

	Father, let me seek first Your kingdom and trust You to add the rest (Matthew 6:33).

	Lord, the fear of You is the beginning of my wisdom (Proverbs 9:10).

	I declare that wisdom-led living bears fruit that blesses many (1 Kings 4:25).

	Father, let me dwell in safety under Your provision and peace (1 Kings 4:25).

	Lord, grant me wisdom that becomes a testimony to others (1 Kings 4:34).

	I treasure Christ, in whom all wisdom is hidden (Colossians 2:3).

	Father, when You offer me my desire, let me ask for what matters to You (1 Kings 3:5–9).

	Lord, add to me what I did not ask when I seek what You love (1 Kings 3:13).

	Father, order my life by Your wisdom from this day forward (1 Kings 3:12).


DAY 2  —  READING: 1 Kings 5 – 8

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Building the Temple and the Glory That Fills It
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KEY VERSE

“The priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled his temple.”

— 1 Kings 8:11

DEVOTIONAL

First Kings 5 and 6 describe Solomon's great undertaking — the building of the temple, the permanent house for God's presence that David had longed to build. With cedar from Lebanon and skilled craftsmen, the work proceeds over seven years, every detail attended to with care and excellence. In the midst of the construction, God gives Solomon a promise tied not to the building's grandeur but to obedience: “If you follow my decrees... I will live among the Israelites.” God desires obedient hearts more than impressive structures. What He treasures is dwelling among His people.

First Kings 7 records the building of Solomon's palace and the magnificent furnishings of the temple — the bronze pillars, the great Sea, and all the sacred vessels. The attention to beauty and craftsmanship reflects the worth of the God being worshiped. Excellence in what we offer God is itself an act of worship. Yet the splendor was never an end in itself; it pointed beyond the gold and bronze to the glory of the One who would come to dwell there.

First Kings 8 is the climax — the dedication of the temple. As the ark is brought in and the priests withdraw, the cloud of God's glory fills the house so powerfully that the priests cannot stand to minister. Then Solomon prays one of the great prayers of Scripture, asking God to hear His people whenever they pray toward this place, to forgive, restore, and even hear the foreigner who seeks Him. Solomon marvels that God, whom the highest heavens cannot contain, would dwell with people. This is the wonder at the heart of our faith: the infinite God makes His home with us, and one day, in Christ, within us.

GOING DEEPER — PARALLEL PASSAGES


•  2 Chronicles 7:1–2 — Fire came down and the glory filled the temple — the parallel account of this glory.

•  John 2:19–21 — Jesus spoke of the temple of His body — the true dwelling of God among us.

•  1 Corinthians 3:16 — You are God's temple and His Spirit dwells in you — the glory now filling us.

•  1 Kings 6:12–13 — Obedience, not grandeur, secures God's dwelling — the heart of the temple promise.

•  Revelation 21:3, 22 — God's dwelling is with man; the Lord is its temple — the final fulfillment.


PRAYER POINTS

	Father, let me build my life with care and excellence for Your glory (1 Kings 6:7).

	Lord, You treasure obedient hearts more than impressive structures (1 Kings 6:12–13).

	I offer You excellence in worship as an act of devotion (1 Kings 7:51).

	Father, let Your glory fill the house of my life (1 Kings 8:11).

	Lord, overwhelm me with Your presence as You filled the temple (1 Kings 8:10–11).

	I marvel that You, whom heaven cannot contain, would dwell with me (1 Kings 8:27).

	Father, hear my prayers and forgive when I turn to You (1 Kings 8:30).

	Lord, hear even the foreigner and the stranger who seeks You (1 Kings 8:41–43).

	I declare that Christ is the true temple, God dwelling among us (John 2:19–21).

	Father, make me Your temple where Your Spirit lives (1 Corinthians 3:16).

	Lord, let fire and glory rest upon my worship (2 Chronicles 7:1–2).

	I long for the day Your dwelling is fully with Your people (Revelation 21:3).

	Father, restore and forgive me whenever I repent and turn back (1 Kings 8:33–34).

	Lord, keep my heart fully devoted to You as I build my life (1 Kings 8:61).

	Father, be glorified in the house You are building in me (1 Kings 8:11).


DAY 3  —  READING: 1 Kings 9 – 12
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Wisdom's Wealth, the Slow Drift, and a Kingdom Divided
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KEY VERSE

“As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God.”

— 1 Kings 11:4

DEVOTIONAL

First Kings 9 and 10 show Solomon at the height of his glory. God appears again, renewing His covenant and warning that blessing depends on continued faithfulness. The Queen of Sheba visits and is overwhelmed by Solomon's wisdom and splendor, declaring that the half had not been told her. Solomon's fame, wealth, and wisdom were unrivaled. Yet woven into this grandeur are warning signs — the accumulation of horses, gold, and foreign alliances that God's law had cautioned kings against. Even at the peak of success, the seeds of decline can be quietly taking root.

First Kings 11 records the tragedy of Solomon's drift. The wisest man who ever lived is undone not by a single dramatic fall but by a slow turning of the heart. His many foreign wives lead him to build altars to their gods, and “his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord.” Compromise rarely arrives all at once; it erodes devotion gradually. The lesson is sobering: wisdom, gifting, and past faithfulness are no guarantee against a divided heart. We must guard our devotion to God daily, for what we tolerate slowly captures us completely.

First Kings 12 shows the painful consequence. After Solomon's death, his son Rehoboam foolishly rejects wise counsel and threatens the people with harsher burdens, and the kingdom splits in two — Israel in the north, Judah in the










	Father, keep me faithful even at the height of success (1 Kings 9:4–5).

	Lord, let blessing not breed the compromise that undoes me (1 Kings 10:23–25).

	I refuse to accumulate what draws my heart from You (Deuteronomy 17:16–17).

	Father, guard my heart from the slow drift that ruined Solomon (1 Kings 11:4).

	Lord, keep my heart fully devoted to You all my days (1 Kings 11:4).

	I will serve You alone and not be divided between masters (Matthew 6:24).

	Father, let me take heed lest, thinking I stand, I fall (1 Corinthians 10:12).

	Lord, help me guard my heart, for everything flows from it (Proverbs 4:23).

	I refuse to tolerate small compromises that slowly capture me (1 Kings 11:9–10).

	Father, protect me from the foolish pride that fractures and divides (1 Kings 12:13–16).

	Lord, give me ears to receive wise counsel (1 Kings 12:8).

	I will encourage others daily against the deceitfulness of sin (Hebrews 3:12–13).

	Father, do not let my past faithfulness make me careless now (1 Kings 11:4).

	Lord, keep me from setting up any idol in place of true worship (1 Kings 12:28).

	Father, let my devotion endure to the very end (1 Kings 9:4).
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