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Here’s what America’s Professional Broadcasters are saying about Joe Martelle & his insightful, one of a kind book, Radio Pro, on how to be a successful air-personality!

“Before I became a colleague of Joe’s, I was an unabashed fan. I can’t think of a better mentor than one of the best on-air performers in the business.”

– Jordan Rich, WBZ Boston air personality

“Joe Martelle is the Radio Pro’s radio pro! Joe and his many contributors to his book have much to share within these pages about the radio industry. If, you’re considering a career in the exciting world of radio, Radio Pro is must read!”

– Les Howard Jacoby, Florida air personality and programmer

“If one were to look up Radio Pro in the dictionary, a picture of Joe Martelle would be smiling at you! I’ve known Joe for over 30 years, as a co-worker and I’m proud to say as a friend. And, in my 40 years in broadcasting, you will not find a more comprehensive account of what radio is all about than in Joe’s book. Carefully written and researched by one who has lived it, Joe Martelle. If, you have always been fascinated by the “world of radio broadcasting” this book is the true consummate journal to entertain, inform, and enlighten you about what you hear and the people who bring it to you.”

– Steve Feldman, Broadcast/cable Sales Executive, Comcast Spotlight, Miami FL.

“Radio Pro is a must read for all would be and current air-personalities. Find out just what being a real radio pro is all about with Joe Martelle, a top-rated morning show personality, who has fought the ratings battles in markets from Boston to Houston! Joe learned how it’s done in the trenches and knows what it takes to be a Radio Pro!”

– Joe Ford, legendary Houston TX air personality and voice-over talent.

“In the many years I worked with Joe in Florida, he has been an example of what a true broadcaster should be. Bright, intelligent, witty and he has a keen understanding of the audience he is targeting. Radio pros and listeners are lucky to have Joe in the industry. I highly recommend his book.”

– Mark McCray, Operations Mgr/Program Director, Radio One, Dallas, TX

“Joe Martelle will guide you through the inside world of radio few have seen. Nobody can uncover this aspect of broadcasting like Joe. His book, Radio Pro is insightful and entertaining.”

– Cary Pahigian, Marketing Manager, Saga Communications, Portland, ME.


“A career as an ‘on-air’ radio pro is a road that is constantly under construction… paved with potholes, deep depressions and many hills to climb.”
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Dedications

Bob MacNeil

Fred Foy

Cousin Brucie Morrow

BOB MACNEIL

“When I was training to become a broadcaster the simple rule was never say anything on the radio you wouldn’t want your mother to hear. Of course that was in the late 60s and times have certainly changed since then. In 1984, I achieved a professional goal of becoming a news director in Boston radio. It was at 98.5-WROR. That’s where I met Joe Martelle. Not only did I anchor the news on the popular “Joe and Andy” show, Joe and I became close friends. Our friendship has endured in part because we share the same philosophy and values about radio: Just be yourself. Our respective careers have taken us to a number of stations, and for Joe to several states and cities. “Radio Pro” is the book we should all read, especially those just starting out, because it sends a positive and important message about the medium. Joe’s 40-year career is a testament not only to his endurance but also to his style and class. He’s nearly done it all and he’s been on top because he’s never compromised his personal or professional character. I’ve learned a lot from my friend over the years. And to his credit, I’ve never heard him say anything he wouldn’t want his mother to hear.”

– Bob MacNeil

Many thanks to my friend Bob MacNeil, whose professional broadcast career began in 1968. He was the News Bureau Chief for Metro Networks in Boston and responsible for writing and editing news summaries for Metro’s wire service. Bob also wrote and anchored the news on four New England radio stations every morning. He is also a Senior Lecturer at Curry College in the Boston suburb of Milton. A resident of Reading, Massachusetts, he spends much of his time at his cottage in York Beach, Maine.

FRED FOY

“You, the reader, are about to join a young dreamer on his quest for a career in radio. The path he traveled had many obstacles, but his determination and strong faith in his creator surmounted them all. He is my valued friend, who refers to me as his saddle pal, to which I respond with, “Thank you, Kemosabe.” This exchange of greetings will be made clear later in his journey. Now, it’s time to turn the page and begin his quest.”

– Fred Foy

Fred Foy (Frederick William Foy) is one of America’s most famous announcers/narrators. His distinctive voice is best remembered for doing the introduction on the popular Lone Ranger radio and television series. Fred joined the radio series in 1948 and most broadcast historians would agree that his stentorian delivery of the program opening, “Return with us now to those thrilling days of yesteryear, the Lone Ranger rides again!” is perhaps the most recognized opening in all of American radio. In 1960, Fred joined the announcing staff of the ABC Network in New York, and with his other duties spent five years as announcer on the Dick Cavett television show. After more than 20 years with the network, the Detroit, Michigan, native retired. Until his passing at Christmastime 2010, Fred Foy lived with Fran, his wife of 60 years, in Massachusetts. Fred and the author were friends for over 20 years. I am indebted to him for his kind words and will always remember him with great fondness.

COUSIN BRUCE MORROW

“First of all, we all know what Radio means - an efficient (if not the most efficient) means of human (and at times not so human) communication. Of all mass communication devices Radio has become the most intimate, direct, non-invasive and certainly the most economically reliable. Now what about that partial word Pro? The definition, according to the dictionary (remember them?) - a Pro is a shortened form for the word ‘professional’ - a professional is a person who is engaged in an activity for livelihood or gain and has become an expert in the practice. Okay, I will accept the above definition; however, when it comes to our profession they shortchanged us. Here is my addition: a person who has developed a skill to communicate with honesty, directly, energetically and is able to transmit true emotion.

“The audience today has become extremely sophisticated and can spot a phony quicker than they can turn off that radio. Today’s Radio Pro must reach the audience directly - one-on-one. We never talk at our listeners, we must talk to them. The audience must receive the honest emotion of the Radio Pro. Genuine, sincere warmth and always remember that energy. When you are having a good time at that mike, so is the listener. If you do not feel good before a broadcast and you cannot cover it - Cousin, GO HOME! Never cheat that listener. This talking to people has been developed over several decades. This was not a natural early radio learning curve. If you listen to some of our radio ancestors, you will hear what I mean. They sounded stiff, disinterested and certainly disconnected (pardon the pun). Today, nobody can do that and get away with it. My friend and cousin, Joe Martelle, and a few others have practiced this for years and have developed this sought-after communication skill. Read his words, study his pages and you just might become a Radio Pro.”

– Bruce Morrow

In the early 1960s, under the direction and ever-present ear of radio genius Rick Sklar, WABC -77 on the AM dial in New York City, was one of the strongest forces of Rock Radio in America. Bruce Morrow, known to his millions of loyal listeners as “Cousin Brucie,” was a member of the station’s incredible air-staff. Bruce became one of America’s most popular and recognizable radio personalities. Listening to Cousin Brucie’s warm, friendly on-air style was like joining in on one big party hosted by everyone’s friend, Bruce Morrow.

Thanks to WABC’s 50,000-watt signal, it was possible for folks to listen to his nighttime show up and down the Eastern seaboard and that’s where I come in. While starting out on the radio in Maine, I enjoyed listening to Cousin Brucie, because WABC banged up the coast and came in loud and clear like a local Portland station. Later, in the mid-‘80s, during my on-air years in Boston, it was my privilege to meet and share my mic with this legendary broadcaster. On occasion, Bruce would join me to co-host my all-request oldies show, Saturday Night “Live” at the Oldies on the original Golden-Great-98.5-WROR. We have remained friends to this day. Today, Cousin Brucie is still doing what he loves to do, playing those great oldies and talking with his friends every week on Sirius X-M Satellite Radio. He sounds as great as ever!

Radio Pro is dedicated to two legendary Boston broadcasters, Roger Allan Bump and Jess Cain, who both passed away in 2008. Bob MacNeil remembers Roger:

“Webster’s Dictionary defines mentor as “A trusted counselor or guide.” It defines friend as “One attached to another by affection or esteem.” To me, Roger Allan Bump, or simply Roger Allan, as he was known to his many devoted radio listeners, was all of the above.

When I transferred to Curry College from Grahm Jr. College, Roger was the first person in the Communications Department I met. I needed him to okay some courses I’d taken at Grahm. If approved, I would be a full junior. Needless to say, I was a very nervous 20-year-old kid, not sure how to approach this Boston radio news icon. He’d been News Director at the Yankee Network based in Boston, and was heard on radio stations all over New England. At the time, he was News Director of WRKO, “The Boston Rocker,” the city’s #1 rock radio station.

As it turned out, “Roger,” as he insisted that his students call him, quickly approved the courses, and then wanted to know all about me! Not only did he quickly become my mentor, but he was my friend for the next 40 years. When he died in June 2008, I lost not only a close personal friend, but a confidant who I still turned to for advice. Just a week before his passing, we spent a day together. He gave me a number of precious books about radio and broadcasting. They range from biographies of William Paley, former head at CBS, and Edward R. Murrow to William F. Buckley’s take on the media, and a work about the communication industry. Roger told me about each one as though he’d just finished reading it.

Roger was always reading and keeping up with friends and former colleagues, as well as industry trends. He’d often call me with news I wasn’t aware of. A former national executive board member of the Radio, Television News Directors Association (RTNDA), he traveled the country pushing for news standards. Roger believed that the only way someone could learn broadcasting, especially news, was to start in the “tall grass.” He saw the demise of small-market radio, and private ownership, as a great loss to communities, and as a teaching tool for aspiring broadcasters. One of my first jobs was at WKOX in Framingham, MA. Roger lived in the next town and listened to my newscasts each day! I could always expect a weekly call, with a friendly critique that only a trusted mentor and friend could give. Roger’s life was very full and he is missed by so many, including his incredible wife Carolyn, their five children and many grandchildren. It goes without saying that those of us who were touched by him are better people.”

– Bob MacNeil

“Success in any medium depends on the strength of a personality to be a perfect fit for that medium. Many actors today are the voices in TV and radio commercials, because it’s the trained actor’s voice that stands out. Jess Cain was an actor on Broadway and TV in the 1950s and applied those talents in his daily Boston radio program on WHDH for decades. Jess Cain adapted to the radio medium because that’s what professionals do. He created a radio community every day that let thousands of New Englanders wake up to his humor and characters; his conversation and warmth; and his big tent approach told listeners that everyone was welcome! Comedy, Jess would say, doesn’t have to hurt unless you’re busting a gut laughing. Jess’ comedy would caress and not kill. He worked during a time when the radio audience was a broad section of the population. It was true broadcasting for the day and not the narrowcasting of today. Walk down the streets of Boston with the man and you would not reach your destination without a double take from A passersby, an outstretched hand, or even a friendly shout from across the street. He’d never stop reading or jotting down notes for a bit to be used the next morning because he knew being a broadcaster was a lifestyle that never ended. Every event or chance meeting became fodder for the show. The job was never complete, never done. His show was a speeding train that departed every morning at full speed and did not slow down for anything, because he knew his listeners had lives that would not stop for his schedule. He had to keep the train moving on their schedule. The show was about them…not him. Jess Cain just happened to be the man in the role of a lifetime, as the conductor.”

– Peter Casey

HARRY HARRISON

Harry Harrison, one of the all-time great morning-show hosts on New York City Radio, was inducted to the New York State Broadcasters Hall of Fame on November 12, 2009. No one is more deserving of the honor. For many years I knew Harry from afar because of his reputation as a real radio pro. I have only known Harry for a few years, but our friendship is not measured in years, but in the values we both share; family, friends, love of God and the strong belief that good guys do win in the end. Since I first reached out to him for his input regarding this book, and our initial conversation, something clicked and I felt we would become “fast friends” and we did!

During the past few years, Harry has sent me much reading material on many radio personalities. He has also forwarded many pearls of wisdom, including the attached humility prayer. I believe it is important to include it in our book as a reminder to each of us, whether on the radio or not that humility and a humble heart is the key in every way to being a winner on the radio and in life. Thanks, Harry!

HUMILITY PRAYER

Dear Lord,

Please deliver me from the compulsive habit of thinking I must always have something to say on every occasion.

Release me from the craving of trying to straighten out everyone’s affairs.

Restrain my mind from the recital of boring, endless and pointless details… give me the wings to get to the point. And though I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of others, help me to endure them with patience and tolerance.

Give me reasonable doubt---and less cocksureness when my memory and viewpoint seem to clash with those of an opposing opinion.

Teach me the glorious lesson that sometimes I may be wrong.

Lord, give me the ability to see good things in unexpected places—and unexpected talents in people.

Give me the grace to tell them so. Help me be reasonably good, honest, cheerful… but not a saint (because we all know some of them are hard to live with).

Teach me to be thoughtful but not moody…helpful but not bossy, observing but not critical.

And though with my vast store of self-proclaimed wisdom---it seems a pity not to use it all up, please remember, Lord, I want a few friends left at the end.

So—teach me to be ever grateful—and to let me never forget Your grace—and the help of Others.

Amen.
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Roger Allan Bump
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Jess Cain
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WBZ Ops Mgr. Peter Casey (wrote dedication to Jess Cain).
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Bob MacNeil (wrote dedication to Roger Allan) toasts author at author’s 50th birthday party, Glen Magna House 1991.
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Fred Foy — pioneer radio broadcaster and the Lone Ranger’s radio announcer.
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Cousin Brucie Morrow in Sirius Studio.
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Dave Robbins – VP-GM CBS Radio-Chicago, recently (2010) moved to Orlando, FL and the CBS Group

Dean Rogers – one of Portland, Maine, radio’s favorite air – talents for over 30 years

Lindy Rome – former Florida air-talent, now self-employed

Dave Ryan – the personable Minneapolis AM-Drive talent is on KDWB-101.3

Walter Sabo – internationally recognized broadcast consultant

Bob Scherago – one-time radio engineer WTIC Hartford, later worked for and retired from Voice of America

Tom Shannon – legendary Buffalo radio voice of the Niagara Frontier on rockers WKBW and CKLW.

Surfer Joe Shevenell – former air-talent-WLOB Portland, Maine

Bob Schuman – on-air personality, Detroit, Indianapolis, Boston, Tampa, and Jacksonville, FL

Matt Siegel – top-rated Boston morning drive talent at KISS-108 for almost 30 years.

Mollie Simpkins – Mgr. Metro – Baltimore

Frank Kingston Smith – former air-talent Boston, NYC, today, he & his wife own their own business

Ken Smith – air-talent and oldies programmer, formerly with X-M Sat. in DC

Linda Smith – one-time radio producer WROR-98.5, today with Comcast

Peter Smyth – Pres.-CEO Greater Media

Rick Snyder – one-time Albany, NY & Portland, ME, air-talent, segued to radio sales and never looked back!

April Sommers – air-talent working alongside Don Bleu in San Francisco at Star 101.3

Bob Spicer – radio production whiz for years in Boston at RKO General and later Greater Media stations

Kevin Straley – radio manager, most recently with X-M Satellite since its inception, presently, VP Programming TuneIn

Greg Strassell – VP-programming CBS Radio Boston

Lee Strasser – former GM, West Palm Beach CBS Group, now heads own talent rep firm

Paula Street – popular midday voice on OLDIES-103-Boston for the past 22 years

Dick Summer – Boston /NYC air-talent, today, VO and podcast keep Dick busy, www.dicksummer.com

Mark Summers – Florida-based air-talent

Melissa Sweeton – rocked Nashville for 30 years at WSM-FM, Magic 96 and WGFX-104.5. Today VO expert

Alan Tolz – producer for Jerry Williams. He & Steve Elman wrote a book about Williams, “Burning up the Air”

Pam Triolo – air-talent WPB, Fl. Now owns a creative agency in So. Florida

Alpha Trivette – former Morning drive talent in Atlanta on B-98.5

Dick Tufeld – former network announcer in ‘40s & ‘50s on Space Patrol. Voice of robot on TV’s Lost in Space

Willy Tyler – PD-AM Drive talent at Classic Hits, My 92.5 – Billings, Montana

Brad Wallace – Dir. Of Marketing & Promotions-WLS-Chicago

Mark Wallengren – Longtime Los Angeles morning drive voice on KOST 103.5 FM

Ed Walsh – Morning drive news co-anchor on WBZ Boston

Nancy Widmann – first woman Pres., at CBS, Mgr WCBS-FM NYC, today heads own agency

Mark Williams – syndicated talk show host based in California

Debbie Enblom Wolvos – still photographer and former radio-TV news journalist in Minneapolis and Boston

Guy Zapoleon – radio consultant

ABOUT THE BOOK

Author’s disclaimer: The text in this book is written from the author’s perspective, and therefore, when the narration refers to “I” or “We” it is meant to imply it is the “voice” of the author, unless otherwise stated.

Radio Pro is written from the viewpoint of a broadcast professional, Joe Martelle. It is the author’s primary intention to give both the casual reader and student—tomorrow’s radio star—the best information and advice possible, while bringing to those interested in an on-air career a better understanding of what it takes to be a “real” radio personality and on-air performer. Therefore, Radio Pro not only reflects the author’s opinion, but also the generous support and input of hundreds of fellow broadcasters. Their unselfish willingness to share their invaluable expertise on what it takes to be an air personality makes this a very special one-of-a-kind book.

In addition to being a How To book, Radio Pro is also a historical reference source on the history of broadcasting and pioneer radio personalities, and how it affects those desiring a career as an air personality in today’s market. For example, Chapter One showcases many of radio’s first air personalities from Arthur Godfrey to Jack Webb.

Chapter eight involves the Art of Interviewing. How to conduct an interview and what to avoid, with in-depth pieces on Mike Douglas, Sally Jesse Raphael, Bill O’Reilly, Art Linkletter and others. Chapter 13 gives you an inside look from a Woman’s Perspective on Working in Radio and on the air. There is a brief history of pioneer radio women with profiles on women who have played a significant role on the air, including Vaughn DeLeath, Judith Waller, Bertha Brainard, Ruth Lyons, Kate Smith, Mary Margaret McBride, Arlene Francis, Jean King and over 35 additional women who paved the way for today’s women in broadcasting. The chapter also presents in-depth stories about Martha Jean ‘the Queen’ Steinberg, Alison Steele, Yvonne Daniels and others. And, for you radio wannabees, broadcast consultant, Donna Halper and others share their knowledge on what it takes particularly for women to be stars on the radio today.

Chapter 16 is a 3 part chapter. Part 1 covers a brief history of radio news and pioneer journalists, audio advancements in radio news coverage, the deregulation by the FCC and its impact on radio news. Part 2 features the history of talk radio and radio’s earliest talk personalities right up to the present crop of talkers with comprehensive stories on several radio pros, including Fr. Edward Coughlin, Howard Stern, Herb Jepko, Long John Nebel, Larry King and others. Part 3 of this chapter covers the history of sports on radio with advice from pioneer broadcasters to you, future radio sportscasters, on how to be a great air personality covering sports. Sound input from Bob Prince, Harry Caray, Ned Martin, Ken Coleman, Curt Gowdy, Lindsey Nelson, Joe Castiglione and others. So, you see, Radio Pro not only tells you how to be a great air personality, but gives you outstanding advice from the “real” radio pros of yesterday and today!

Radio Pro also showcases many of todays radio formats and personalities. It also covers changes in broadcasting over the years and how it affects the radio industry today and your future as an air personality.

Hopefully, in reading this book, you will discover it is like having your own personal classroom with one huge difference. Instead of just one great lecturer, you have the benefit of the views and opinions of over one-hundred and fifty of broadcastings best conveniently found at your fingertips. As you read their personal career experiences, you will notice that I primarily reached out to air personalities, management and support staff, from specific radio formats. They include AC (Adult Contemporary), Oldies, Rock, and News, Talk and Sports. This was done for one very specific reason. They are the radio formats that I worked closely with during my 41 year on-air career and which I am most familiar with.

As a future radio star, you can make the most of this How To book on the making of an on-air personality and what it takes by putting into practice the many helpful suggestions from the radio pros who have contributed their insightful comments. If, you can glean just a few examples from these knowledgeable professionals, who have survived the daily battles of working in radio, then the our mission will have been served.

You can give Radio Pro further significance by using it as a road map to help navigate your own journey around the many obstacles, and set-backs you may encounter in search of your own on-air career. It is my fervent wish that you will find this book informative, insightful, entertaining, helpful and maybe even a little inspiring. May the Good Lord bless and guide you as you pursue your dream of being on the air and a real Radio Pro!

I’d love to hear from you. You can reach me at RadioProJoe@aol.com. Until then, I’ll hear you on the radio!

Most Sincerely

Joe Martelle

Author: Radio Pro

June 2012

AUTHOR’S NOTE: During my forty-one years on radio, it was my pleasure to meet and interview many stars from radio’s Golden Age and celebrities from the entertainment field, movies, television, sports and music. Some of the information contained in this book is taken directly from interviews and informal chats with these wonderful people. They include, but are not limited to, the following:

Danny Ainge

Mrs. Jo-anne Ansbro (wife of announcer George Ansbro)

Gene Autry (Mrs. Jackie Autry)

Marty Barrett

Mrs. Leta Beemer (wife of radio’s Lone Ranger, Brace Beemer)

Dick Benjamin

Mrs. Grace Boyd (wife of actor Bill Boyd, who played Hopalong Cassidy)

Pres. George Bush

Laura Bush

M.L. Carr

Pres. Jimmy Carter

Joe Castiglione

The Conigliaro Brothers

Dick Clark

Larry “Buster” Crabbe

Mrs. Howard Culver (wife of actor Howard Culver, who starred as radio’s Straight Arrow)

Rosemary DeCamp

Andy Devine

Mike Douglas

Ron Ely

Chad Everett

George Fenneman

Eddie Fisher

Carlton Fisk

Susan Flannery

Doug Flutie

Fred Foy

Kirby Grant

Curt Gowdy

Reed Hadley

John Hannah

Bob Hastings

Charlton Heston

Tim Holt

Bob Hope

Bruce Hurst

Bob Keeshan

Ben E. King

Jay Leno

Mark Lindsay

Phillips H. Lord

Susan Lucci

Don MacLaughlin

Jock Mahoney

Marjorie Main

Harry Marble

Gary Marshall

Paul McCartney

Darren McGavin

Don McLaughlin

Ed McMahon

Gary Merrill

Al Michaels

Clay Moore

Bob Murphy

Ty Murray

Chuck Negron

Peter Noone

Chuck Norris

Yoko Ono

Johnny Pesky

Rico Petrocelli

Gene Pitney

Dick Radatz

Duncan Renaldo

Mary-Lou Retton

Debbie Reynolds

Marjorie Reynolds

Derek Sanderson

Charlie Simmer

Dick Simmons

Buffalo Bob Smith

Charles Starrett

Bill Stern

Dick Stockton

Gale Storm

Mary Stuart

Marion Sweet

Roy Thinnes

Dick Tufeld

Bobby Vee

Bobby Vinton

Dawn Wells

Mary K. Wells

Mary Wilson

Rick Wise

MY THANKS TO THESE WONDERFUL FOLKS for sharing their personal insight into the world of broadcasting and show business. I am most grateful for having had the opportunity to be friends with many of them.

Much of the material gathered for this book came from the author’s personal collection of notes, articles, photographs, and interviews conducted and collected during his broadcasting career. The author pored over hundreds of magazine and newspaper articles and other documents pertaining to radio and personalities. Information was also obtained from hundreds of celebrity and personality interviews conducted by the author or from informal conversations with selected individuals. Thanks to Jill Wilson, who kindly gave her time to set-up the photos for this book and provided a plethora of computer info.

In addition to the list of books below, suggested reading includes any of the following magazines from radio’s Golden Age (the 1920s to ‘50s) including Colliers, Popular Electronics, Radio Guide, Radio Mirror, Radio-TV Mirror, Life, Look, Pageant Quick, Reader’s Digest, Saturday Evening Post, Sunday Parade, Time, and TV Guide. For further reading, the author suggests the following books which are directly related to broadcasting:

Abbot, Waldo – Handbook of Broadcasting – McGraw-Hill – NY & London 1941

Ansbro, George – I Have a Lady in the Balcony – McFarland & Co., NC 2000

Autry, Gene with Mickey Herskowitz – Back in the Saddle Again – Doubleday 1978

Bannon, Jim – The Son that Rose in the West-Devil’s Hole Printery-Plano, Texas 1975

Billboard Book of Top 40 Hits 7th Edition by Joel Whitburn, Billboard Books, NY 2000

Buxton, Frank and Bill Owen – The Big Broadcast (1920-1950) -The Viking Press, NY 1972

Buxton, Frank and Bill Owen – Radio’s Golden Age-Easton Valley Press 1968

Bronson, Fred – Billboard Book of #1 Hits Series-5th Edition – Billboard Books, NY 2003

Clark, Dick with Fred Bronson – Dick Clark’s American Bandstand – Collins Pub. June 1997

Doolittle, John – Don McNeill and His Breakfast Club – Univ. of Notre Dame 2001

Douglas, Mike with Thomas Kelly & Michael Heaton – I’ll be Right Back – Simon & Schuster 2000

Downey, Morton, Jr. with William Hoffer – Mort! Mort! Mort! -Delacote Press NY 1988

Dunning, John – Tune in Yesterday – Prentice-Hall 1976

Forrest, Richard E. Pub. Yearbook of Radio-TV-1964-27th Annual Edition – NY 1964

Franklin, Joe with R.J. Marx – Up Late with Joe Franklin – Scribner, NY 1995

Freeth, Nick – Remembering the 40s – Barnes and Noble 2002

Glenn, Norman R. Ex VP, Sponsor – A 40 Year Album of Pioneer Radio Stations-Sponsor Inc. 1962

Goldsmith, Alfred &Austin C. Lescarboura – This Thing Called Broadcasting-Henry Holt & Co. NY 1930

Gowdy, Curt – Cowboy at the Mike – Doubleday, NY 1966

Gowdy, Curt with John Powers-Seasons to Remember – Harper-Collins 1993

Harmon, Jim – The Great Radio Comedians – Doubleday 1970

Harmon, Jim – The Great Radio Heroes – Ace Books (Doubleday) 1967

Hollis, Tim – Hi There Boys and Girls (America’s local children’s TV progs.) Univ. of Miss-Jackson 2001

Keeshan, Bob – Growing Up Happy – Doubleday (Bantam) Dell Pub. Group 1989

Lackmann, Ron – Same Time, Same Station-Guide to Radio – Facts on File-NY 1996

Lamparski, Richard – Whatever Became Of series – Crown Pub. NY 1967+

Morrow, Bruce with Laura Baudo – My Life in Rock ‘n’ Roll Radio-Beech Tree Books, NY Oct. 1987

Nachman, Gerald – Raised on Radio-Pantheon Books, NY 1998

Osgood, Dick – WYXIE Wonderland (History of WXYZ-Detroit) Bowling Green, Univ. 1981

Perry, Dick – Not Just a Sound-The Story of WLW-Prentice-Hall, Inc. NJ 1971

Phillips, Wally – The Wally Phillips People Book-Caroline House, Sept. 1979

Settle, Irving A. – A Pictorial History of Radio-Grosset & Dunlap 1967

Stern, Bill with Oscar Fraley – The Taste of Ashes-Henry Holt & Co. NY 1959

Storm, Gale with Bill Libby – I Ain’t Down Yet-Bobbs-Merrill Co. 1981

Swartz, Jon D. & Robert C. Reinehr – Handbook of Old Time Radio-Scarecrow Press, MD 1993

Tolz, Alan & Steve Elman – Burning Up the Air-Jerry Williams-Talk Radio-Commonwealth Eds. 2008

Woolf, Bob – Behind Closed Doors-Atheneum, NY 1976

Photographs: unless otherwise noted, all photos are from the author’s personal collection or were supplied by the individuals who commented for this book.

Thanks to Dale Patterson and his wonderful tribute to radio website: Rock Radio Scrapbook for some of the personality quotes used in this book.


About the Author

JOE MARTELLE, when just eight years old, listened to two of his all-time favorite radio adventure programs, The Lone Ranger and Sgt. Preston of the Yukon for the first time. From then on, he was hooked and being on-the-radio is all he wanted to do.

In his teens, Joe built a small radio station in the basement of his family’s home and although, he could only broadcast to his mom’s kitchen radio, upstairs, he was on the air.

Joe’s dream of being on a real radio station became a reality, when at age 16, he won a “so you wanna be a dee-jay” contest on his hometown radio Station, WCSH-Portland. The host of the show, Bob Arnold, must have sensed Joe’s deep passion for radio, because his mic debut led to a weekly spot on the station broadcasting news of his high school, Cheverus. Ironically, as fate would have it, twenty years later, Joe would manage the same station.

After graduating from high school, Joe took a few side-steps in his quest to be on the radio, including a semester at St. Francis Xavier University in Canada, where he was more interested in listening to the local Antigonish radio station, CJFX, then tending to his studies. After dropping out of school, he returned to Portland and worked at Brighton Avenue pharmacy. Not wishing to be a soda jerk for the rest of his life, even though the perks were quite good, including getting to know all the young ladies who stopped by for a sundae. He felt life was becoming a dead end, so he enlisted in the Marines. His radio career seemed light years away, but Joe never stopped dreaming of one day being on the radio even while marching in the hot, humid heat of Parris Island, So. Carolina.

After active duty, once again, Joe returned to family and familiar surroundings in Portland. Hoping somehow, in someway, to finally get his radio career on track, he never relinquished his desire to be a radio personality. Working all nights at Cushman bakery loading trucks, he saved his money with an eye on taking a broadcasting course at Emerson College in Boston, which he finally did. At long last, his dream of being on the air became a reality, when he obtained his first full-time on-air job in Augusta, Maine. His joy was short-lived. It was a disaster. Joe was promptly fired. You can read all about the misfortune he experienced, which he readily admits was his own fault, in chapter 9, Attitudes and Actions.

Although, faced with many terrible lows and terrific highs in his forty-one year radio career, Joe Martelle preserved through it all, willing to weather any storm and to accept each new challenge with a positive goal of moving forward to new heights. Never losing his passion for playing in the game of radio, he believes his firings, and other challenges, including several serious health issues made him a better person and helped him become one of the most popular radio personalities and a listener favorite in Maine, Boston, Cincinnati, Houston and his final radio home, West Palm Beach, Florida.

If, you too have a dream of being an air-personality, read on! You will learn from Joe and over 150 other radio pros on how to survive the downside of an ego-driven business, and how to become a successful air personality and real, RADIO PRO!
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Martelle family (left to right) standing: sister Rosemarie, dad-Marty, Mom-Joan sitting holding baby sister JoAn, author in soft hat.
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Our dad, Marty, passed away in October 1978. Mom, remarried in 1990. (L-R, author, sister Rosie, step-dad Larry Garwitz, mom and sister JoAn)
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Author’s high school graduation photo, 1959.
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Rev. Fr. Bernard Murphy, Cheverus High School, 1956.
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Halloween today- author’s daughter Karen with her daughter (our granddaughter) Lissa.
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Author and wife, Kimmie with long-time friend, Rev. Fr. Jerry Hogan, 1990.
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Author on-air (standing) in studio at WIDE Biddeford, ME. 1963.
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Author running camera for “Teddy Bear Playhouse” WMTW-TV, Ch. 8, Poland Spring, ME. (Photo credit: Joe Novick, 1963)


The Beginning

GROWING UP IN THE LATE 1940S, the fun thing to do was play cowboys with my pal Richie Lawlor and other neighborhood kids from nearby Sagamore Village. Something else we all enjoyed doing was listening to the radio. After school, the radio was loaded with exciting action-adventure programs for kids: Jack Armstrong-The All-American Boy; Tom Mix and His Wonder Horse, Tony; The Flying Rancher, Sky King; The Adventures of a Comanche Indian Chief, Straight Arrow and one of my favorites, Sgt. Preston of the Northwest Mounted Police with His Great Lead Dog, Yukon King.

I was lucky to have been born at a special time in broadcast history to enjoy the best of two radio worlds. The 1940s, right on the cusp of radio-changing formats from what is affectionately referred to as Radio’s Golden Age, complete with its line-up of superb dramatic and comedic programs, and the fifties and radio’s transition to a more music format with those first great Rock n’ Roll DJs, led by Alan Freed. But, before we get too far down the road in my life and radio career, please allow me to take you back in time … to those thrilling days of yesteryear and explain how and where my love and passion for radio all began.

The year was 1949. I was just eight years old!

The small G.E. wall clock hung precariously by a single nail on the wallboard above my dad’s workbench in the basement of our Brighton Avenue home in Portland, Maine. It was almost 5pm!

“Wow, better hurry,” I thought to myself. “It’s almost time!” Gingerly, stepping up on an empty wooden tomato box—to give my growing eight-year-old frame a much-needed boost in height, I reached up and turned on Dad’s Philco radio. The warm, orange glow illuminating from its dial always seemed to say, “Welcome.” It was a special table model radio, in its place of honor high above the workbench on the first shelf and just a tad to the right of our cellar window. As I turned the radio on, it crackled, hummed and whistled. I always felt like I was tuning in some far-reaching planet from a distant galaxy. Slowly turning the dial and trying to tune in one of our local Portland radio stations, I faintly heard the barking of a familiar friend. Turning up the radio volume, I listened carefully. There was no mistaking that dog! It was Yukon King! The bravest and strongest lead dog in the world and faithful companion to my radio friend, Sgt. Preston.

Jumping down off the box before it collapsed from my enthusiastic jumping for joy (let’s just say, my forty-eight inches in height was almost equivalent to my waist size. Okay, so I was a pudgy kid! I certainly didn’t want to break my dad’s favorite tomato box), I plunked myself down, nice and comfy in one of his over-sized soft chairs, which he just happened to position directly beside our big ole warm furnace. It was late November in New England, the time of year when it begins to get dark around 4:30 in the afternoon. A light snow had just begun to fall and watching the snowflakes gently tap dance against the basement window helped set the scene for one of my favorite radio adventure programs, The Challenge of the Yukon, or as we kids liked to call it, Sgt. Preston and King! Later on, the show’s creator, George W. Trendle, and others must have picked up the hint from us kids, because they also began referring to the program as Sgt. Preston.

Closing my eyes, while listening to the latest chapter unfold, I imagined that I was riding alongside the famous Mountie, with Yukon King running freely by our sled. Together we were mushing our team of huskies forward across the frozen tundra of the Yukon, to apprehend and arrest another lawbreaker in the name of the crown! On, King, on you huskies!

The year was 1949 and, to my way of thinking, this was radio broadcasting the way it was meant to be heard and enjoyed! At the tender age of eight, I was hooked …on radio! Yes, as far back as I can remember, even at such a young age, I always wanted to be on the radio. Listening to all those incredible radio programs really got me excited about my future career as a radio personality. My first lethal injection of the broadcasting bug hit me while listening to Sgt. Preston, but some credit has to go to the greatest radio announcer-narrator of them all, Fred Foy.

Fred implanted his indelible mark on me when I was just a little guy listening to him on the radio. Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday night precisely at 7:30, we would sit and stare at the orange glow from my dad’s Philco radio. It’s amazing we didn’t suffer from a case of agent orange of the eyeballs! Like millions of other youngsters, we anxiously awaited the first stirring strains of “The William Tell Overture,” a theme which magically signaled to boys and girls across America that The Lone Ranger and great white horse, Silver, were about to ride straight into our living rooms! As soon as the theme began and the opening gunshots sounded, on came the unmistakable booming voice of our announcer, Fred Foy! Mister perfect diction, with his warm, pure, and resonant delivery captured our imagination with his vivid description of another thrilling Lone Ranger adventure. That’s the way I wanted to sound on the radio when I grew up.

I LOVE radio, still do! It’s all I ever really wanted to do. Ask anyone who knows me, including my sweet wife, Kimmie, and she’ll agree; radio has always been my first love! This is one kid who actually enjoyed being home sick. It gave me a chance to discover all those great daytime radio shows that I could never listen to while in school. Nothing escaped my prepubescent ears, either, from morning variety-talk shows like Don McNeill’s Breakfast Club and Arthur Godfrey Time to daytime radio’s dramatic fare, the daily soap operas! Although I must admit, my mom would throw a suspicious glance my way when I’d insist on listening to The Road of Life or Oxydol’s Own, Pa Perkins.

One of my favorite radio personalities was Don McNeill, the congenial host of ABC-Radio’s long-running The Breakfast Club. I learned so much about personality radio by listening to his broadcasts. The program came on the air at nine, weekday mornings, which was about an hour late for a future radio wannabe to catch if he wanted to make it to school on time.

One of the first things that struck me about the show is how much fun they all seemed to be having. Don and his breakfast gang made radio real. He and his cast could be serious one moment, as he read a heartwarming letter from a loyal breakfast club member, and a minute later, make you laugh with the corniest joke ever to come out of a Midwestern hay field. The Breakfast Club was unrehearsed and without a script, which was totally unheard of during Radio’s Golden Age.

McNeill’s1 easy-going style was a pleasure to listen to and his interviewing technique was outstanding. Before going on the air, Don would have his studio audience fill out cards and then he would answer various questions. During the show, if a comment struck him in a special way, he would call on that audience member. The rapport usually was instantaneous and most times, the “bit” would be a home run, primarily because McNeill would listen to what the person was saying and would play off it. Listening is just as important as speaking and is a great tip for future radio stars. I was always moved when the program would take time out for a silent moment of prayer. Even after all these years, I can still hear his words to this day …“each in his own way, each in his own words, for a world united in peace, let us bow our heads and pray.”

One day I was home from school with the flu, and naturally, we were tuned in to the Breakfast Club. Sitting in the kitchen with Mom, I was feeling quite ill, and rested my hot feverish face on our red and white table top. The metal surface felt cool against my warm face. During prayer time, I managed a weak smile as McNeill spoke those righteous words. They touched me then and still do to this day. They serve as a shining example of how what you say on the radio can deeply affect and touch others.

I make no secret about modeling much of my own on-air style after legendary radio pro Don McNeill. I learned about personality radio by listening to him and other radio pioneers like Arthur Godfrey and Art Linkletter..2 They were absolutely the best in the business when it came to projecting their own personalities on the air. They were experts in the art of interviewing. Any minor success I may have had in interviewing is because of what I learned and borrowed from them.

Your homework assignment:

You can learn so much by listening and watching these radio masters at work. I strongly suggest you pick up their DVDs, CDs or cassettes and study their style. Pay particular attention to the way they conduct interviews.

Here is a partial list of pioneer radio personalities to learn from: Mel Allen, Jack Bailey, Martin Block, Galen Drake, Ralph Edwards, Arlene Francis, Arthur Godfrey, Curt Gowdy, Dennis James, Larry King, Robert Q. Lewis, Art Linkletter, Mary Margaret McBride, Don McNeill, Garry Moore, Edward R. Murrow, Bert Parks, Joe Pyne, Gene Rayburn, Vin Scully, Jean Shepherd, and Bill Stern.

Pioneer television personalities to study include Steve Allen, Bob Barker, Jack Barry, Sandy Becker, Johnny Carson, Dick Cavett, Dick Clark, Bud Collyer, Bill Cullen, John Charles Daly, Phil Donahue, Mike Douglas, Hugh Downs, Winn Elliot, Bob Eubanks, Sonny Fox, Arlene Francis, Dave Garroway, Sheila Graham, Merv Griffin, Monte Hall, David Hartman, Warren Hull, Tom Kennedy, Jim Lange, Joan London, Ted Mack, Hal March, Randy Merriman, Ed Murrow, Jack Narz, Jack Paar, Jane Pauley, Sally Jesse Raphael, Charlie Rose, Tim Russert, Diane Sawyer, Dinah Shore, Tom Snyder, David Suskind, Mike Wallace and the entire team on CBS-TV’s 60 Minutes, also, Barbara Walters and Betty White.3

These personalities were and are some of the best when it came to the art of interviewing.4

There are several ways to obtain radio and television programs from the personalities mentioned.

You can go online and Google to search for an individual performer. For the Golden Age of Radio, Radio Spirits is an excellent source for programs, especially those of Jean Shepherd and other radio performers. Also check out The Old Time Radio Digest website and ask for information about a specific radio personality. Regular contributors to the OTR site are always most helpful in replying to such requests. Many radio and television performers have donated much of their material, their shows, interviews, etc. to various colleges and universities. This information can also be obtained by searching the web under an individual’s name. If you live in or near Chicago, Los Angeles or New York City, or if you plan to visit one of those cities, be sure and check out the Museum of Radio-TV Broadcasting. They are located in each of those locales and have recordings and file information on many radio and television personalities. It’s always wise to call in advance of your planned visit, to learn days and times when each facility is open to the public.

Two of my all-time favorite network radio announcers are Fred Foy, who is previously mentioned, and George Ansbro. Both gentlemen transcended radio’s Golden Age to have lengthy careers in television. Fred moved from radio’s Lone Ranger to ABC-Television with many assignments, including acting as Dick Cavett’s announcer. George Ansbro, after 18 years as the voice of radio’s Young Widder Brown, also announced numerous programs at ABC-TV. When he retired in 1989 after 59 years on the air, all for the ABC Network, George Ansbro held the world’s record for length of service to network radio and television.

There have always been radio personalities, dating back to broadcasting’s earliest days. In 1920, Dr. Frank Conrad, an assistant chief engineer at Westinghouse Electric in Pittsburgh, played recorded music on his experimental radio station 8XK from a studio and transmitter he built in his garage in Wilkinsburg, PA. In doing so, he probably became the world’s first disc jockey. When he exhausted his own record collection, and to satisfy the requests from his regular listeners for different music, he approached the Hamilton Music store. They gave him an unlimited supply of records in exchange for on-air mentions that all records heard had been provided by the Hamilton Music store in Wilkinsburg. Dr. Conrad agreed and thereby gave the world its first radio advertiser way back in 1920.

“If I listened to everyone, who had an opinion on how I should sound, I wouldn’t be me on the radio!” (author)

Over the years, how often did I try and convey that message to my numerous program directors and managers. I DO listen to what my heart and mind tells me. If I didn’t, I couldn’t live with myself. You’ll find it mentioned again and again in this book, you need to be you on the air. As a real on-air Radio Pro, the more you stick to who you really are, the more opportunity you will have to win and be successful! As soon as you begin to change your natural style on the air, you will begin to lose that comfortable you sound. Lose it and you’ll ultimately be heading down the path to failure.

Where do you begin to find your own personality?

A good place to start is by studying and learning from the masters. Respected film director Orson Welles learned directing by watching John Ford. Comedian Eddie Murphy honed his comedic timing by watching Richard Pryor. It’s okay to imitate others, as long as the real you stays intact. Before they became famous, the Beatles began by imitating Chuck Berry. They’d listen to his American records, lift words and phrases, and decide how they wanted to do it. A lot of things John and Paul did, says Beatles producer George Martin, were dead copies of things they had heard. Paul McCartney’s singing style, according to Martin, was a take-off on 1950s rock ‘n’ roll legend Little Richard. So, you see, it is permissible to borrow a little piece of your favorite personality, and adapt it to yourself.

Learning from the masters also applies to radio wannabes. Learning from radio’s first pros is the key in developing who you are as a radio personality.

Life lessons from a Radio Pro by Joe Martelle

From my mom, I was told to stand-up straight, act like a gentleman, and to keep my mouth shut. From the Jesuits at Cheverus High School, I was told to sit up straight, act like a Christian gentleman, and to keep my mouth shut. From the Marine Corps, I was told to stand up straight, act like a Marine and to keep my mouth shut! Can you imagine the relief I felt, when I finally landed on-the radio, and was paid to keep my mouth open, and no one seemed to mind if I didn’t sit or stand up straight! Speaking of one’s mouth, this is good advice, whether you’re on the radio or not: God gave us two ears and only one mouth, so He must have meant for us to do twice as much listening as talking.

Notes

1.Read more about Don McNeill in Chapter 1

2.Read more about Don McNeill, Arthur Godfrey, Art Linkletter and other pioneer radio personalities in Chapter 1

3.TV’s Golden Girl Betty White had her own weekday afternoon variety show in the 1950s on NBC-TV

4.Learn more about The Art of Interviewing in Chapter 8. If you are already on the air and doing your thing, why not dig out some tapes of these long ago and mostly forgotten radio-TV masters and take a refresher course in how to handle a great interview.
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