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The Economic DNA of Bharat is not just a work of economics—it is a vision document that fuses history, policy, spirituality and civilisational wisdom into a deeply personal and nationalistic narrative. The book explores India’s journey from ancient civilisational prosperity through colonial devastation to its present-day reawakening, culminating in a roadmap toward global leadership by 2047.

It is an ambitious work that seeks to redefine India’s economic strategy through the prism of its history and values. Dr Sood’s personal leadership background and interdisciplinary career ensure that the narrative is vivid and principle driven. The book adds to contemporary debates by insisting that India’s ‘growth story’ be measured not only in GDP but in how well it honours its civilisational heritage and holistic well-being.

For readers of development economics and policy, the book is valuable as a cultural critique of mainstream models. It reinforces the idea that ethical and spiritual dimensions must be integrated into economic planning, echoing broader calls for inclusive and sustainable growth. Nevertheless, even if Economic DNA of Bharat does not offer a turnkey development plan, it stimulates discussion on why and how India’s unique identity should shape its future. In that respect, its contribution is timely: as India navigates the path to 2047, voices like Dr Sood’s ensure the conversation includes the nations deeply rooted social and cultural DNA. It is at once a research synthesis and a manifesto for an inclusive and indigenous economic renaissance.

— Dr A.S. Chawla, IPS

The Economic DNA of Bharat is more than a book - it’s a reflection of India’s heartbeat.

Dr Monica B. Sood beautifully encapsulates how economics is not just about numbers but about people, their dreams, struggles, and spirit. She reminds us that Bharat’s real strength lies in its moral fibre and its people, the farmer, the artisan, the innovator, and the entrepreneur.

Her writing flows with emotion and intellect, connecting India’s civilisational depth with its modem economic journey. From Atmanirbhar Bharat to Digital India, she presents these initiatives as symbols of confidence and self-reliance, not just policy milestones.

The book stands out because it blends the soul of tradition with the spirit of transformation. It carries forward the legacy, while offering a roadmap for Bharat at 2047—a nation that leads not only in growth but in values, compassion, and purpose.

It’s a rare work—heartfelt, insightful, and deeply rooted in India’s essence.

—Kiren Rijiju, Union Minister of 
Parliamentary Affairs of India.

It is a pleasure to extend my congratulations to Dr Monica B. Sood on her insightful work, The Economic DNA of Bharat. The book beautifully reflects India’s economic journey, blending our rich civilisational wisdom with modern aspirations of a Viksit Bharat by 2047.

Such thoughtful contributions are essential in shaping informed dialogue and inspiring future generations. I commend Dr Sood for her vision and dedication.

My best wishes for the success of this impactful publication.

—Prof. S. P. Singh Baghel 

Union Minister of State for Fisheries, Dairying, 
Animal Husbandry and Panchayati Raj


ऋवेद 10.191.4 
संगं संवदं सं वो मनां स जानताम्। देवा भागं यथा पूव सानाना उपासते॥

Rigveda 10.191.4
Move together, speak together, let your minds be united. 
Let the gods inspire you towards the collective good, just as in the beginning, the wise shared their wealth in harmony.


मेरे पिता को—

जिनका अनुपस्थित होना मेरी हर इच्छा की आग बन गया,

और जिनका स्नेह हर उस मुकाम में गूँजता है जिसे मैंने छुआ।

जीवन ने आपको बहुत जल्दी मुझसे छीन लिया, पर आपकी निःशब्दता,

अडिग सिद्धांत, और वे मौन शिक्षाएँ जो आपने छोड़ीं—वे ही मेरी हर

रचना की नींव बन गईं।

यह पुस्तक केवल शब्द नहीं, बल्कि मेरी हर उठती हुई हस्ती में

आपकी आत्मा को संजोए हुए है।

— डॉ. मोनिका बी. सूद

◆◆◆

To my father—

whose absence became the ﬁre in my will

and whose love still echoes through every milestone I cross.

Though life took you away too early, your quiet strength, unwavering principles, and the silent lessons you left behind became the foundation of everything I’ve built.

This book carries your spirit—

etched not just in its words, but in my every resolve to rise.

◆◆◆
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Foreword

Bharat’s economy is the living embodiment of a civilisation in motion where ancient wisdom meets modern innovation, where rich cultural heritage and traditional values guide contemporary progress, and where the aspirations of 1.4 billion people converge into a singular force of transformation.

When we speak of Bharat’s economy today, we witness an extraordinary symphony. Our farmers, armed with precision agriculture and digital tools, contribute to global food security. Our engineers design spacecraft that touch the moon while creating solutions for remote villages. Our artisans blend traditional craftsmanship with modern markets, while our youth write code that powers global digital infrastructure. From Bengaluru’s startup ecosystems to Gujarat’s industrial corridors, from Rajasthan’s renewable energy farms to Hyderabad’s pharmaceutical hubs every sector, every citizen contributes to our collective economic DNA.

This magnificent tapestry finds expression in Honourable Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visionary leadership, whose clarion call of Atmanirbhar Bharat has transformed from aspiration to achievement. The journey toward Viksit Bharat at 2047 is no longer a distant dream but tangible reality taking shape through purposeful action. From successful defence indigenisation to becoming a global manufacturing hub under Make in India, we are witnessing an economic renaissance rooted in self-reliance yet globally engaged.

Dr Monica B. Sood’s The Economic DNA of Bharat arrives at this pivotal moment, reflecting our current strengths while illuminating the path ahead. This work transcends traditional economic analysis by recognizing that Bharat’s economic journey is fundamentally a civilisational resurgence one that honors our ancient principles of Antyodaya (upliftment of the last person) and Sarvodaya (welfare of all) while embracing cutting-edge innovation and global competitiveness. What makes this book exceptional is its holistic vision. It reveals the interconnected nature of agriculture, technology, defense, and industry within our larger national purpose, showing how economic policies express our constitutional values and cultural ethos rather than being mere administrative decisions.

As we stride toward the vision of Viksit Bharat at 2047, this book serves as an invaluable guide for understanding how every individual is an architect of our economic future. It reminds us that our growth story emerges from our own civilisation’s fertile soil, watered by our people’s determination and illuminated by visionary leadership. I commend Dr Sood for creating a work that is both scholarly rigorous and profoundly resonant essential reading for every Indian seeking to understand the heartbeat of our economic transformation.

— Arjun Ram Meghwal, 
Union Minister of Law and Justice, Government of India.


Preface

A country’s economy is not just a list of numbers, a bunch of statistical tables, or the ups and downs of the stock market. It’s a living, breathing tapestry: made up of the hopes, struggles and unbreakable spirit of its people. This tapestry is very old in Bharat, and it has been worn down by the ups and downs of history, but it comes back to life with each generation that dares to dream. India’s economic soul does not rest in its policy papers or budget statements. It is found in the daily work of farmers in dry fields, the creative minds of artisans in remote villages, and the daring dreams of entrepreneurs in cities. To understand this economic soul, you need to look at it through the lens of civilisational ethos, recognise the scars left by colonial rule and celebrate the recent renaissance that came about when people decided to chart their own path.

Our journey has not been easy or straightforward. For 200 years, colonial exploitation took India’s wealth, made its artisanal industries less important, and spread a story of dependency. The independence movement’s pivotal arguments were just as much about regaining respect as they were about political freedom. In the years that followed, our founding leaders adopted a model that valued self-reliance and fair distribution. They created a socialist framework to uplift the people. But state controls that were meant to be helpful often ended up stifling new ideas, and many people still couldn’t find the promise of prosperity. When the embers of liberalisation began to glow in the 1990s liberalised markets, India rediscovered its entrepreneurial spirit. This set the stage for a time of rapid growth and global integration.

But looking at economic change only through the macroeconomic indicators misses its human core. Every change in policy, from ending the Licence Raj to opening our markets, has led to real changes in the world: new businesses opening in Tier II cities, women in villages getting microcredit for the first time, and young graduates starting businesses that go against global standards. These real-life experiences are what really contribute to Bharat’s renewal. They say that economics isn’t just a way to figure out how to use resources; it’s also a deeply personal journey of building skills that let people go beyond what has happened in the past and write their own chapters in the national story.

The Economic DNA of Bharat doesn’t read like a regular book; it reads like a vision document, a civilisational story, and a strategic roadmap for India in the year 2047. This book uses careful data analysis, changes in policy, philosophical foundations, and comparisons with other countries to ask the why behind our goals, the how of our successes, and the what next of our dreams. It avoids dry explanations in favour of a complicated picture where economics, governance, demographics, innovation, ecology, gender equality, and national security all come together. Each chapter connects the past with the present and looks ahead to a future where Bharat not only takes part in the global order but also shapes it.

This compendium is very personal to me. Long before the term ‘visionary economist’ became popular, my late father, Paramjit Kumar, was one. He was a brilliant thinker who would go on to talk about improving rural life and the importance of culture preservation with eminent leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and the Dalai Lama. As an envoy who saw the Vietnam War up close and then worked with Norman Kirk to shape the Labour Party’s policy in New Zealand, he knew that real leadership goes beyond borders. But he was most sure that Bharat needed to create its own economic soul. He would often say, ‘Economic independence comes before political sovereignty’. His ideas of Fiscal Quantum and Integral Capitalism were based on the idea that prosperity would spread outward, supporting not only markets but also communities, traditions, and the natural world.

In recent years, India’s economic imagination has undergone a profound metamorphosis: initiatives such as Atmanirbhar Bharat, Make in India, Digital India, Startup India, and the UPI revolution have transcended being mere slogans to become a collective declaration of psychological emancipation. No longer content to replicate established paradigms, Bharat is authoring its own narrative—innovating across domains as diverse as renewable energy, fintech, precision agriculture and space exploration. Landmark reforms like the Goods and Services Tax have seamlessly woven disparate regional markets into a unified national fabric, while Ayushman Bharat has redefined healthcare not as a privilege but as an inviolable right. Meanwhile, ambitiously conceived infrastructure corridors such as Bharatmala and Sagarmala are poised to serve as the arterial highways of commerce and connectivity, carrying India’s enterprises and aspirations into the decades ahead.

But even with all these improvements, there are still problems. Financial inclusion needs to go beyond just opening bank accounts to include teaching people how to manage their money and giving them control over their finances. We need to retrain our workers for an economy driven by artificial intelligence, with a focus on adaptability and critical thinking. Climate change and limited resources require a regenerative economic model that balances growth with stewardship. This way, we won’t leave a depleted planet to future generations. Every policy choice must be based on social equity, because true development cannot happen when gaps get bigger. How we deal with these problems while keeping human dignity at the heart of our civilisation will be the real test of our economic soul.

This book tries to show these paths from all angles. Instead of putting economics into separate boxes, it puts fiscal policy in a larger context of civilisation. Chapters look at how demographic dividends can change things, how technology can help development leap forward; the economics of biodiversity and renewable resources, and the geopolitical factors that affect our relationships with other countries. We look at India’s soft power, which comes from its long history of Ayurveda and yoga, and we also look into how cultural exports can become strategic assets. We analyse how national security and economic resilience can work together, knowing that supply chains are just as important to sovereignty as military strength.

When I looked through my father’s archives again, I saw a lot of the same things: handwritten notes, letters to world leaders, and prototype blueprints for integrated rural development. These included the importance of human ability, the need for moral purpose in policy, and the belief that our people are our greatest resource, not our land or minerals. This belief drives every page of this book, leading readers through the past, helping them understand the present, and calling them to a future where Bharat’s greatness is measured not only by GDP per capita but also by the quality of life, the strength of our democracy and the strength of our moral compass.

As we get closer to the 100th anniversary of Independence, the question isn’t whether Bharat will rise, but how carefully, fairly and sustainably we will make that rise happen. This book is for every Indian who has the courage to dream of a stronger, kinder and more self-sufficient country. I give this story to policymakers, entrepreneurs, scholars and citizens as both a mirror and a window: a reflection of what we can do together and a view of the future.

We can shape the future, and now is the time to do it. Let’s build not only an economy, but also a lasting legacy. The economic soul of Bharat should shine as a beacon of human achievement and shared wealth.

Dr Monica B. Sood

◆◆◆


Chapter 1

The Genesis of a Vision: 
Tracing the Economic DNA of Bharat

‘There are nations born from wars, and there are nations shaped by revolutions. But Bharat is neither merely a post-colonial state nor a geopolitical artefact. It is a living consciousness that has existed through time, through silence, through upheaval, and through evolution. Bharat is not just a name; it is an inheritance of spirit, a geography of emotion, and a civilisation with the economic rhythm of the cosmos inscribed in its DNA.’

When the question arises what is Bharat, and what is the soul of its economy, we are not merely seeking statistics or fiscal reports. We are exploring a civilisational biography, a metaphysical framework, and an organic economy that predated modern definitions of wealth and governance. The inquiry is not only historic, but also deeply personal for me, because I have grown not just academically but existentially through the light cast by one such economic philosopher—my father, Paramjit Kumar.

My earliest memories of economics were entirely entwined with my father’s wide-ranging conversations in our home. He was not a man who confined himself to textbooks; instead, he spoke of centuries of trade caravans, barter systems, and moral principles as if they were alive and present. To me, as a young girl, his study was a temple of maps, manuscripts, and philosophical treatises on Dharma and Artha.

He often said that an economy is nothing but the moral ledger of a civilisation: if you lose sight of ethics, you become vulnerable to internal decay and external manipulation. Long before I understood GDP or balance sheets, he conveyed the notion that economics was inseparable from identity—that Bharatiya civilisation had its own economic consciousness that needed rediscovery.

Paramjit Kumar’s Role in Social and Political Initiatives

My father’s career was a tapestry of academic erudition and real-world activism. He engaged in ideological dialogues with Mahatma Gandhi, sought peaceful exchange with the Muslim League and Lord Wavell in an attempt to avert Partition, and later served as a special envoy for Tibetan liberation under His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s guidance. Those were not merely achievements but lived experiences, and each one reinforced his conviction that economic independence underpinned all other forms of freedom.


[image: Image]
This photograph, taken in 1946 at Birla House (now Gandhi Smriti), captures a moment of profound national importance—my father, Paramjit Kumar, in an intense discussion with Mahatma Gandhi on how to avert the looming Partition. 




[image: Image]
Paramjit Kumar with His Holiness the Dalai Lama, 1988. Appointed as a special envoy by His Holiness himself, my father was entrusted with the delicate mission of contributing to a peaceful resolution of the Tibet issue. This conversation marked one of many sincere efforts toward a peaceful and principled resolution to a struggle that continues to shape the conscience of the world.
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This formal proclamation, bearing the personal seal and signature of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, officially appointed my father, Paramjit Kumar—widely known as P.J. Kumar—as his special envoy to resolve the Tibet conflict with China.



Mission for World Peace 

Paramjit Kumar did not merely study the Vietnam War—he bore witness to its turbulent theatre firsthand. As the conflict reached its latter stages, he relocated to New Zealand, where his intellectual depth and principled leadership swiftly earned him prominence within the Labour Party. It was there, in the early 1960s, that he forged a remarkable and forward-thinking alliance with Norman Kirk—well before international trade diplomacy became conventional currency.

Their collaboration, grounded in mutual respect and ideological clarity, influenced foundational labour reforms and governance discourse. Kirk’s eventual ascent to the Prime Ministership was shaped, in part, by this exchange of ideas—a rare instance where an Indian thinker helped chart the course of leadership in another democracy.

This episode was not a footnote, but a quiet testament to my father’s enduring conviction: that Bharat’s future would be shaped not by deference to global powers, but through strategic alliances forged in equality, intellect, and shared purpose.

Influence on my Worldview

Growing up in the shadow of his ideas, I learned that no policy recommendation could be divorced from its human impact. I saw how he walked through slums to understand poverty, sat with farmers to discuss irrigation, and met with tribal elders to appreciate the gravity of forest rights. It was through those encounters that I came to understand economic theory as living, breathing systems that flourish or wither based on ethics, empathy, and inclusion.

1.1 Discovering India’s Governance Fabric

Though my father never imposed a career path on me, his convictions nonetheless guided my academic and professional choices.
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Academic Pursuits in Development Economics

I was drawn to the study of how policy shapes lives—how a well-crafted subsidy can transform a village, or how trade bans can disrupt entire regions. During my time at university, I gravitated toward research projects on rural credit systems and the impact of currency devaluations on smallholders. I learned, often at my father’s kitchen-table lectures, to analyse data not as abstract numbers but as stories of households eking out livelihoods.

Early Involvement in Research Projects

Even before I completed my formal training, I joined initiatives that sought to measure the effect of microfinance on women’s self-help groups in Maharashtra. I conducted fieldwork in climate-stressed districts, seeing firsthand how erratic monsoons could drive families into debt. Those experiences deepened my conviction that economic progress cannot be divorced from cultural context and policy design.

Realisation: Economics is Intertwined with Culture and Policy

As I worked alongside anthropologists, agronomists, and public-health experts, it became obvious that no sector could be tackled in isolation. A drought-resistant seed variety might exist in an IIT lab, but without accessible credit and reliable extension services, it never reaches the farmer. Similarly, digital-literacy programmes meant little in a village without electricity or a mobile-tower connection. I learned that India’s governance fabric must weave together technological advances, cultural values, and sound policy.

Why The Economic DNA of Bharat?

I chose this title deliberately to emphasise that India’s economy is not a manufactured system borrowed from elsewhere, but a living organism whose roots extend into prehistory, through the Vedas, the Indus–Saraswati trade routes, the Arthashastra, and waves of empire, colonisation, and renewal. It is both historical and personal—my family’s story is inextricably bound to that lineage.

1.2 Civilisational Origins and the ‘Emotional Economy’

To understand Bharat’s economic DNA, one must travel back in time—beyond modern nation-states, beyond colonial borders, into the very dawn of human settlement on these plains.

1. Prehistoric Footprints: Archaeological and genetic research place human presence on the Indian subcontinent as early as seventy thousand years ago. Long before formal ‘economies’ were conceived, these early communities exchanged resources, shared water-management practices, and developed barter ethics. Their survival hinged on an innate sense of reciprocity, community, and environmental attunement—all traits still visible in rural India’s social fabric today.

2. The Indus–Saraswati Civilisation (3300 bce to 1300 bce): When I teach undergraduates about Harappa and Mohenjodaro, I emphasise that these cities were not only urban marvels but also commercial ones. Standardised weights and measures, granaries, and evidence of long-distance trade with Mesopotamia demonstrate a decentralised, ecologically attuned economy. It was not an ‘ancient’ precursor to modern capitalism, but rather a sophisticated network of village republics and artisan guilds where trust and social obligation formed the bedrock of commerce.

3. Vedic and Post-Vedic Periods: The very concept of Artha (prosperity) was inseparable from Dharma (duty). In my father’s lessons, he’d often quote the Veda, ‘Let man fix his mind upon the welfare of all,’ highlighting that economic activity was always to serve the harmonious order of society. Land was sacred, water was communal, and livestock were valued companions rather than mere commodities. In village assemblies (sabhas), decisions on resource distribution were guided by moral codes as much as by practical necessity.

The Emotional Economy

I coined the phrase ‘emotional economy’ to describe the system that valued both material prosperity and spiritual balance. Guilds of artisans, merchant caravans, and farming cooperatives did not merely trade goods; they traded trust, identity, and belonging. Wealth circulated through dakshina (offerings), dana (charity), and bhiksha (sharing), making accumulation a secondary virtue. I witnessed this ethos in action as a child when, in our village home, my father would host wandering weavers or itinerant bards, offering them meals and shelter—actions that reinforced the notion that economics is also about compassion.

4. Mauryan Zenith and the Arthashastra (c. 3rd century bce): Chandragupta and Ashoka’s reigns—and especially Kautilya’s Arthashastra—ushered in an era of strategic statecraft. Although often read as a treatise on power, I stress that Kautilya’s work was firmly anchored in local needs, cultural codes, and ethical logic. Taxation was structured so that no subject was so heavily burdened that they starved; trade law protected merchants from dishonest practices and currency systems were designed to reflect local usage. I recall poring over translations of the Arthashastra in my father’s study, marveling at its subtlety: economics here was not about blind extraction, but about sustainable guardianship of society’s resources.

5. Medieval Continuities (Guptas, Cholas, Rajputs, etc.): Across these kingdoms, India maintained a remarkable equilibrium of agrarian abundance, artisanal craftsmanship, and overseas commerce. Port cities like Lothal, Tamralipta, Muziris, and Bharuch exemplified this outward orientation, exchanging spices, textiles, and metals with Rome, East Africa, Southeast Asia, and China. Temples were more than religious centres—they functioned as banks, granaries, and community hubs. 

I once accompanied my father to a temple in Kerala that still practiced an annual harvest levy: a portion of paddy was stored in communal granaries for times of famine, a practice dating back centuries.

1.3 Invasions and Colonisation

The narrative of medieval warfare and Mughal administration is a complex one, with both development and destruction intertwined. But it was under British domination that Bharat suffered its deepest economic wounds.

1. Pre-Colonial Prosperity: In the early 18th century, estimates place India’s share of world GDP at roughly 23 per cent. Textile towns in Dhaka, Murshidabad, and Surat supplied global markets. Agriculture thrived, crafts flourished, and ports connected India to the world.

2. Colonial Extraction (1757–1947): The East India Company’s strategies revolved around monopolising trade: Indian textiles were taxed heavily while British goods flooded the market. Forest rights were stripped from tribal communities; salt became a colonial tax instrument; even basic nutrition such as grain, pulses and oil were controlled through revenue demands. I remember my father describing in vivid detail how ships departing from Calcutta carried opium to China, then tea back to Britain, extracting wealth at every leg. Those stories were not anecdotes but living reflections on how entire industries were systematically destroyed.

3. Economic Contraction: By 1947, India’s global GDP share had plummeted to below 4 per cent. Cotton mills were decimated, artisans were forced into poverty, villages starved. Railways, rather than knitting the nation together, became veins for resource extraction. These facts, so frequently reduced to statistics, took on flesh and blood when my father narrated them, recalling conversations with freedom-struggle leaders who spoke of ‘dying handicrafts’ and ‘starving countryside’ even as Kolkata’s chimneys belched smoke.

4. Narrated with Passion: This hollowing out of Bharat’s economic soul was not something I read in dusty tomes—it was imparted to me with passion, precision, and prophetic urgency by my father. He used to say, ‘We may gain political freedom, but if we continue to import our lifeblood, we remain slaves.’ Those lessons became the bedrock of my own convictions.

1.4 Late Paramjit Kumar: Economist and Visionary

My father’s life was shaped by a rare confluence of intellect, empathy, and moral courage. He was a polyglot—fluent in Sanskrit, English, Punjabi, and several regional dialects—and capable of quoting Kautilya and Tagore in the same breath. Yet he remained deeply connected to the soil: he walked with farmers to understand the real cost of a drought; he spoke with weavers to learn how a single market charge could devastate an entire community.

He possessed a mind that processed not in mere years, but in epochs. In the 1970s, he publicly articulated a vision of Bharat as both a nuclear and an economic power—ideas that invited both admiration and controversy. He warned of a ‘Red Typhoon’ from China years before the 1962 war. He foresaw the perils of global debt architecture long before debt traps became
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His Theory of Fiscal Quantum


A Catalyst for My Own Path





1.5 From Independence to Liberalisation







1.6 Tradition, Technology, Transformation





1.7 Bharat’s Living Organism: More Than a GDP Statistic






1.8 A Blueprint, Not a Tribute
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defenceless. Chinese invasion and occupation of Tibet
was nothing short of naked brigandage and militant
expansion. China had no suzerainty over Tibet or right
on Tibetan territory by any stretch of the imagination.
Chinese claims in this regard are utterly false and
fabricated to deceive the world. To quell uprisings
against repression and slavery, the Chinese resorted to
unspeakable atrocities and genocide in Tibet.

I therefore authorise The Forum for Facts on Tibet &
Vietnam and its Secretary General, Mr. P.J. Kumar to
propagate the truth all over the world about the
injustice committed on Tibet and the immense sufferings
inflicted on its people by the Chinese invaders.

Mr, P.J. Kumar is duly authorised by me to publish
such books and treatises which tell the truth about
Tibet. He can also bring the matter to the attention
of world bodies and institutions which have cognizance
over the matter, or have the capacity to redress the
wrongs, and can morally or physically compel the Chinese
to vacate agression from my country. Mr, P.J. Kumar
and The Forum are free to adopt such methods which
might prove conducive for the recognition of Tibet as
a sovereign and independent State with its rightful

place among the comity of nations.
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

FORUM FOR FACTS ON TIBET & VIETNAM through its
Secretary General, Mr. P.J. Kumar, who lives at present
in Christchurch, New Zealand has performed meritorious
activity in the past seven years to propagate the facts
about Tibet among the people of many nations.

There is ample historical evidence to prove the
fact that Tibet has been a free and sovereign state for
many centuries. If China is basing her flimsy claims
of suzerainty and right over Tibet on the aggression
committed by her of Tibetan territory, then there have
been times when Tibet overran large parts of China - in
fact even captured the Chinese capital in the eighth
céntury. History has clearly recorded these incidents.
But whatever may have happened in the past, in recent
times there is no doubt or lack of evidence to show
that Tibet was completely independent from 1912, when
the Thirteenth Dalai Lama issued a declaration of
independence throughout Tibet after expelling thellast
remaining Chinese, till 1950.

Aggression against Tibet in 1950 was an utterly
brutal manifestation of rapacity and opportunism, prompted
by national aggrandisement on the part of the Chinese

Government, because Tibet was militarily weak and
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Wellington
New Zealand

3 July, 1973

Mr P.J. Kumar,

Flat 30, Block B,
281 Riccarton Road,
CHRISTCHURCH 4

Dear Mr Kumar,

Thank you for your letter of 23 June.

I was very sorry to learn of the difficulties
you have recently encountered and wouild also like to
extend my sympathy on the passing of your father:

I was very sorry to learm that you had to
leave so hastily for India and I do look forward to
hearing from you on your return.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

/

v s
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I appreciate the unremitting efforts on the part
of Mpr. P.J. Kumar in propagating the truth about Tibet
and upholding the cause of the Tibetan people. I
whole-heartedly bless his present mission to start the world-
wide struggle for Tibet's liberation, and wish success
to the Forum and its numerous sympathisers and workers in

their noble endeavours.
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THE DALAT LAMA

July 21, 1973
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