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Chapter 1: A Boy from Vinci 

More than 500 years ago, on April 15, 1452, a baby was born in Italy. His name was Leonardo. He was from a small town called Vinci. Vinci was a quiet town in the beautiful countryside of Tuscany, near the big city of Florence. 

Leonardo did not live with his mother. He lived with his father’s family: his grandparents and his uncle, Francesco. His childhood was spent in this quiet town, surrounded by nature. 

From a very young age, Leonardo was different from the other children. He did not like to play the same games. He liked to be alone and walk in the hills and forests near his town. He watched the birds fly high in the sky. He looked at the shape of the leaves on the trees. He studied the way water moved in the river. 

He was a very curious boy. His mind was always full of questions. "Why is the sky blue?" he asked his uncle. "How does a bird use its wings to fly?" He wanted to understand how everything in the world worked. 

Leonardo also loved to draw. He carried a notebook with him everywhere. He drew everything he saw: strange insects, beautiful flowers, the faces of old men, and the anatomy of animals. His drawings were not simple. They were full of life and incredible detail. 

One day, Leonardo’s father, Ser Piero, saw his son's notebooks. He looked at the drawings for a long time. He was amazed. He saw the incredible talent in his young son's hands. He knew Leonardo was not a normal boy. He was special. 




Learning Features 

1. Vocabulary List 

● born: to come out of a mother's body at the beginning of life 

● town: a place with streets and buildings, smaller than a city 

● countryside: land that is not in a city, with farms, fields, and forests 

● nature: all the plants, animals, and things that are not made by people 

● different: not the same 

● curious: wanting to know or learn about something 

● wings: the parts of a bird or insect that they use to fly 

● to draw: to make a picture with a pen or pencil 

● notebook: a small book with empty pages for writing or drawing 

● detail: a single, small part of something 

● amazed: very surprised 

● talent: a natural skill or ability 

2. Comprehension Questions 

1.  In what country was Leonardo born? 

2.  Who did Leonardo live with as a child? 

3.  What did Leonardo like to do in nature? 

4.  What did Leonardo always carry with him? 

5.  What did Leonardo's father think when he saw the notebooks? 

(Answers: 1. Italy. / 2. He lived with his grandparents and his uncle. / 3. He liked to watch birds, look at leaves, and study the river. / 4. He always carried a notebook. / 5. He was amazed and knew Leonardo was special.) 

3. Grammar Note 

The Simple Past Tense (for Storytelling) 

When we tell a story about the past, we mostly use the Simple Past tense. This tense is for actions and situations that are finished. 

●  For many verbs, we add -ed (e.g., ask -> asked). These are 'regular' verbs. 

●  Some verbs change completely (e.g., see -> saw). These are 'irregular' verbs. 

Examples from the chapter: 

●  He lived with his father’s family. (regular verb) 

●  He asked questions about everything. (regular verb) 

●  He was from a small town. (irregular verb) 

●  His father saw his son's notebooks. (irregular verb) 




Chapter 2: The Artist's Apprentice 

Leonardo’s father, Ser Piero, knew that the small town of Vinci was not big enough for his son’s great talent. When Leonardo was fourteen years old, his father took him to the city of Florence. Florence was very different from Vinci. It was big, noisy, and full of beautiful buildings, art, and famous artists. 

Ser Piero took Leonardo to the workshop of Andrea del Verrocchio. Verrocchio was one of the most important artists in Florence. His workshop was a large, busy room. Young apprentices were everywhere. Some were mixing paints from colorful powders. Some were working with stone to make sculptures. The air was full of the sounds of hammers and the smell of paint and wood. 

Verrocchio looked carefully at the drawings from Leonardo’s notebook. He saw the incredible detail and the life in each picture. He was very impressed. He agreed to take Leonardo as his new apprentice. 

Life as an apprentice was hard work. Leonardo did not begin by painting great pictures. First, he learned to do simple jobs. He cleaned the workshop. He mixed paints using egg yolks and colored powders. He prepared the wooden panels for the master’s paintings. But Leonardo learned everything very quickly. He watched his master, Verrocchio, and he learned about painting, sculpture, and even engineering. 

After a few years, Verrocchio was working on a large painting called 'The Baptism of Christ'. He asked Leonardo to help him. He told Leonardo to paint one of the angels in the picture. Leonardo took his brush and carefully painted the angel. 

When he was finished, Verrocchio came to look at the work. He looked at the angel Leonardo painted. The angel’s face was soft, and its hair looked real. It was more beautiful and full of life than anything else in the painting. The old story says that Verrocchio put down his own brush and decided to never paint again. His young student, he knew, was now a master. 
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