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    1 Peter 1:4. To an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto the salvation which is ready to be revealed in the last time. 
Rejoice, my brethren, in the glorious inheritance which is prepared for you, undefiled, uncorrupted, perfectly pure, and therefore to last forever, because the elements that produce putrefaction are not in it. It is sinless, and therefore will have no end. What a mercy it is to be "kept by the power of God"! See, heaven is kept for us, and we are kept for heaven; heaven is prepared for us, and we are prepared for heaven. There is a twofold action of God's grace thus working in us, and working for us, to eternal bliss. 
 
 
— Charles Spurgeon 
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Introduction
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We continue our journey through the Old Testament, and come to the First Book of Kings, which is the second in the series of three double books. Originally, the double books constituted a single work. One book of Samuel, another of Kings, and the third of Chronicles. The division we have now was made by the translators of the Septuagint, that is, the 70 who translated the Old Testament from the Hebrew language into the Greek language. Although the writer is unknown, we know that this book was written while the first temple was still standing. Jeremiah has traditionally been considered the author, although modern scholarship assigns literary paternity to a group of writers called "the prophets". The phrase, "like David his father", is found 9 times in the First Book of Kings. We are following David's line of descent and each of the kings was evaluated by the standard set by David. It was a human standard, but the kings were not even able to reach that standard. Some sections of this story were regrettable. As history, they reveal the decline and fall of the kingdom: first the kingdom was divided and then each of the kingdoms fell.

Now, as far as the key verses are concerned, they reveal the emphasis of the book and we can say that there are three key verses and all three are found in the Second Book of Kings. The first two, describe the decline and fall of the northern kingdom and they are found in chapter 17, verses 22 and 23 of the Second Book of Kings, where it says: "And the children of Israel walked in all the sins that Jeroboam committed, and departed not from them, until the Lord removed Israel from before His presence, as He had foretold by all the prophets, His servants. So Israel was carried away captive out of their land into Assyria, even unto this day."

And the third verse describes the fall of the southern kingdom and is found in chapter 25 of the same Second Book of Kings, verse 21 and says: "And the king of Babylon had them slain in Riblah, in the land of Hamath. Thus Judah was carried away captive far from his own land". The First Book of Kings relates the division of the kingdom. And the Second Book of Kings, relates the ruin and fall of the kingdom. Considering the two books as a unit, they begin with King David and conclude with the king of Babylon. These two books describe the rule of man over the kingdom of God and the results, of course, were not good. It was necessary for the throne on earth to act in accordance with the throne in heaven, so that there would be blessings for the people. However, as we shall see later, a purely human plan could not lead God's plan to failure either. These two books of Kings are thus an extension of the narrative that began in the two books of Samuel. In fact, the books of Samuel together with the books of Kings, can be considered as a unit, since these four books relate the history of the nation of Israel from its time of greatest extension, influence and prosperity under David and Solomon, until the division; and finally, the captivity and exile of both kingdoms.

The moral teaching in these books is to show man his inability to reign over himself and the world. In these 4 historical books, we have a very graphic perspective of the rise and fall of the kingdom of Israel. Let us now briefly look at the outline we will follow in our study of these two books of the kings.

First, we have the death of David, in chapters one and two of the First Book of Kings.

Then we have, in second place, the glory of Solomon's reign, which covers chapters 3 through 11 of the First Book of Kings. And within this division of the glory of Solomon's reign, we have in chapters 3 and 4, that Solomon asked for wisdom. Chapters 5 to 8, tell us about the building of the temple. Chapters 9 and 10 describe Solomon's fame. And chapter 11, narrates Solomon's difficulties and death.

Third, we have the division of the kingdom, which spans from chapter 12 of the First Book of Kings to chapter 16 of the Second Book of Kings.

Now, fourthly, we have the captivity of Israel by Assyria, which is found in chapter 17 of the Second Book of Kings. And lastly, we have the decadence and captivity of Judah by Babylon, which covers chapters 18 through 25 of the Second Book of Kings.

This, then, is the outline we will follow in our study of these two books of Kings. We are now ready to begin chapter 1 of the First Book of Kings. The subject is the coup d'état of Adonijah, and the coronation of Solomon as king. These books being a continuation of the previous narrative of the books of Samuel, the following events are related in this chapter: David in his old age, was cared for by Abishag. Adonijah attempted to usurp the throne. David renewed his oath to Bathsheba and then Solomon, by David's appointment, was anointed by Zadok and Nathan. The people triumphed. Adonijah fled to the horns of the altar and was then dismissed in peace by Solomon. The chapter begins with a sad verse. Let us read, then, the first verse of this chapter 1 of the First Book of Kings, which begins to speak about
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David's weakness and Adonijah's plot
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"When King David was old and advanced in days, they covered him with clothes, but he was not warmed."

David was an old man. It's hard to think of him as an old man. We always think of David as a young shepherd. It is difficult to think of him now as a senile old man who needed special assistance. His son Adonijah took advantage of this condition and tried to seize the throne by making himself king. Of course, this action was not in accordance with God's plan. And there was a long series of intrigues. Intrigue, by the way, was one of the characteristics of David's reign.

Let's see now, who Adonijah was. Here in chapter 1 of the First Book of Kings, Adonijah is mentioned for the first time. Let's read now verses 5 and 6:

"Then Adonijah the son of Haggith rebelled, saying, 'I will reign. He made himself chariots and horsemen and fifty men to run before him. In all his days his father had never rebuked him, saying, "Why do you do this? Besides, he was very handsome, and he was born after Absalom.

Adonijah was the fourth son of David, born in Hebron. His mother was Haggith, one of David's wives. That word "rebelled" has the sense of exalting himself. And it is interesting because there is a verse in the Scriptures that speaks of this that could be placed next; and it is the following, in the gospel according to Luke, chapter 14, verse 11, it says: "Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted", words of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased. This is what would happen with regard to Adonijah, for indeed, he exalted himself. The Scriptures tell us many things concerning Adonijah. He was a very proud young man. He thought very highly of himself. He was conceited and it is possible for us to find in him some of the same traits that his half-brother Absalom had, who, as you may recall, had led a rebellion against David. And now, Adonijah would also have led a rebellion against his father if something had not been done to prevent it. Now, David was never known as a father who disciplined his family. He maintained a rather disorganized family life. A kind of organized chaos reigned in David's palace, and Adonijah simply took full advantage of the situation. He was Absalom's brother and this tells us a lot about him. David never rebuked him. When he did wrong, we believe David simply acquiesced with a smile, just as today's indulgent parents do. Let us now continue with verse 7 of this chapter 1 of the First Book of Kings:

"Adonijah had agreed with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest, and they helped him.

Joab, the general or minister of defense who had been loyal to David for many years, now turned his allegiance to Adonijah. One can understand his situation; he was taking care of himself and preparing for the future. David was already an old man and would shortly die. And Joab wanted to be associated with the triumphant group. And the only one who was in the running to seize the throne was Adonijah. Joab had been very influential in the palace and in David's court. He had been David's right hand man from the very beginning and we believe he had been very loyal to David. And we don't believe that even at that time, he would have allowed Adonijah to raise his hand against David, but he wanted someone to come to the throne then. And none of David's other sons seemed to be a likely candidate. Now, we find this interesting because we don't think Joab would have chosen Solomon as a future king. We think David wanted Absalom to be his successor, not Solomon. After all, David probably even consented with a smile when Adonijah took a few steps to the throne; for he looked very much like Absalom. Let us note, however, that there were some who disagreed with Adonijah as king. Let us read verse 8 of this first chapter of the First Book of Kings:

"But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and all the great men of David did not follow Adonijah."

We also see that Adonijah organized a banquet. Also at that time this was a good way to obtain the support of people for a project. Let us read verse 9:

"Adonijah slew one day sheep, oxen, and fattened cattle by the rock of Zoheleth, which is near the fountain of Rogel, and called together all his brethren, the king's sons, and all the men of Judah, the king's servants."

Adonijah's intention was to announce during this banquet that he was king. We should note that as the firstborn son, he probably had a right to the throne. We are told that he was older than Solomon and according to the rules of the time, the eldest son was always the crown prince and successor. And since Absalom had died, he placed Adonijah in the line of succession.

It was a bold step, that of sending invitations to the king's sons, especially in light of the fact that Solomon received no invitation and was excluded. And this is when Nathan, the prophet, began to take some action. Let's read verse 10:

"But he did not call Nathan the prophet, nor Benaiah, nor the great men, nor his brother Solomon."

Adonijah knew that Nathan would join Bathsheba's side. Nathan was the one who had guided David during that terrible period of David's great sin. Bathsheba, of course, was Solomon's mother. And so Nathan addressed her. Let's go on to verse 11, to learn
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Nathan and Bathsheba's Plan
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"Then Nathan said to Bathsheba, Solomon's mother, "Have you not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith has proclaimed himself king without David our lord's knowledge?"

In reality, Adonijah began to act behind David's back. He did not consult with David in any way. Then Nathan wanted to take some action, and as we will see, he began to act. First of all we see that he said to Bathsheba, here in verse 13:

"Go, stand before King David, and say unto him, My King and my lord, didst thou not swear unto thine handmaid, saying, Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne? Wherefore then reigneth Adonijah?"

When David and Bathsheba's second son was born, since the first son had died, David had sworn to Bathsheba that this son would be the next king. That son was Solomon, but at that time it was evident that David was doing nothing to make him king. We do not believe that David really wanted Solomon to be king. We don't think he felt any great enthusiasm for making him king. Let's move on to verse 14, chapter 1 of this First Book of Kings:

"While you are there talking to the king, I will come in behind you and reaffirm your words."

Nathan was saying that David should be warned as to what was happening. He advised Bathsheba to go to David and inform him of everything. He then promised to confirm her words. Nathan wanted to alert this senile king as to what was going on in his own palace. Let us read verses 15 and 16:

"Then Bathsheba went into the king's room. The king was very old and Abishag, the Shunammite, was serving him. Bathsheba bowed and curtsied to the king. The king said, "What is the matter with you?"

It seems here that David had not seen Bathsheba for a long time. Let's move on to verses 17 through 20 of this chapter 1 of the First Book of Kings:

"She answered him, 'My lord, you swore to your handmaid by the Lord your God, saying, Solomon your son shall reign after me and sit on my throne. But now Adonijah reigns, and you, my lord and king, do not yet know it. He has killed oxen, fatlings, and many sheep, and has invited all the king's sons, and Abiathar the priest, and Joab the captain of the host; but he has not invited Solomon your servant. Meanwhile, my king and my lord, the eyes of all Israel are upon thee, that thou mayest tell them who shall sit on the throne after my lord the king."

David had taken no steps to choose from among his many sons a successor. We believe that Adonijah was handsome and capable, and that no doubt there were many who wanted him to be their next king. And Bathsheba continued speaking. And let's see what happened here in verses 21 through 24 of this chapter 1 of the First Book of Kings:

"Otherwise it will happen that when my lord, the king, sleeps with his parents, I and my son Solomon will be considered guilty. While she was still talking with the king, Nathan the prophet came. They told the king, saying, "Here is Nathan the prophet. When he came in where the king was, he fell down before the king with his face to the ground, and said, My king and my lord, hast thou said, Adonijah shall reign after me, and sit upon my throne?"

Nathan and Bathsheba wanted to know if David was the one who had chosen Adonijah to reign after him, or not. And David, of course, declared that he had not chosen him. Then David answered their questions. Let's read verses 28 through 30:

King David answered and said, "Call Bathsheba to me. And she came in before the king, and stood before him. Then the king swore this oath, As the LORD liveth, who hath redeemed my soul out of all trouble, as I have sworn unto thee by the LORD God of Israel, saying, Thy son Solomon shall reign after me, and shall sit upon my throne in my stead; that I will do so this day."

When David spoke to Bathsheba concerning Solomon, let us note that he said, "Your son," instead of saying "our son." We believe that David was not very interested in this young man. Let's move forward with verses 31 to 33 of this chapter 1 of the First Book of Kings:

"Bathsheba bowed herself before the king with her face to the ground, and bowed herself to the king, and said, 'Long live my lord, King David, forever. And king David said, Call me Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. And they came in before the king, and he said unto them, Take with you your lord's servants, and ride my son Solomon upon my mule, and bring him to Gihon."

The mule was an animal on which kings rode, while the horse was the animal of war. You will notice that four horses are mentioned in a certain passage in the book of Revelation, representing confusion and war. The Bible presents the Lord Jesus Christ returning to this earth riding on a white horse, which also speaks of war. He will come to suppress all the rebellion that has been on the earth and every knee shall bow before Him. When the Lord first came to earth, He did not come to fight but to offer Himself to Israel as the Messiah. He came to bring peace to the souls who would trust in Him. And let us remember that He rode on an ass to enter Jerusalem. That was the animal on which kings rode. We see that David's own mule was then brought in, and Solomon was to ride on it. David also gave them some additional instructions which we see here in verses 34 to 37:

"There Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet will anoint him king over Israel, and you will blow the trumpet and shout, 'Long live King Solomon. Then you shall go after him, and he shall come and sit on my throne and reign in my place, for I have chosen him to be prince over Israel and Judah. And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada said to the king, Amen. So say the Lord, the God of my lord, the king. As the Lord has been with my lord the king, so be it with Solomon, and let his throne be greater than the throne of my lord King David.

Let us read verses 38 and 39, to see how
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Solomon was anointed king
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"And Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, went down, and mounted Solomon on King David's mule, and brought him to Gihon. Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the Tabernacle and anointed Solomon; and they blew the trumpet, and all the people shouted, "Long live King Solomon!"

Let us also read verses 40 and 41:

"Then all the people went up after him; and the people sang with pipes, and shouted so loudly that the earth seemed to sink under their shouting. Adonijah heard it, and all the guests that were with him, when they had made an end of eating. Joab also heard the sound of the trumpet, and said, Why is the city in such a tumult?"

And the messenger who brought the news to Adonijah concluded by saying the following, which we read in verses 47 and 48:

"And the king's servants also came to bless our lord king David, saying, God make the name of Solomon better than thy name, and make his throne greater than thy throne. And the king worshipped on the bed, and has moreover said thus: Blessed be Jehovah, the God of Israel, who hath given this day him that sitteth upon my throne, and mine eyes shall see him."

David finally put his seal of approval on Solomon as king. David was now an old man and his life would soon be extinct. And let's see then, what happened here in verses 49 and 50:

"Then all the guests that were with Adonijah trembled, and rose up, and went every man his way. But Adonijah was afraid of Solomon, and rose up, and went and laid hold on the horns of the altar."

Adonijah's guests were afraid and fled because they knew that they would be regarded as traitors. And so Adonijah, fearing for his life, then fled to the sanctuary of the Tabernacle to seek asylum. Now, "the horns of the altar" were the only place where a fugitive, at that time, could find safety to protect his life from his persecutors. And verses 51 and 52, say:

"Then they told Solomon, saying, Adonijah is afraid of king Solomon: for he hath laid hold on the horns of the altar, saying, Let king Solomon swear unto me this day that he will not slay his servant with the sword. And Solomon said, If he be a good man, there shall not one hair of his head fall to the ground: but if evil be found in him, he shall die."

Solomon treated Adonijah very righteously and kindly. If Adonijah presented himself as a loyal subject, well, nothing would happen to him. And the final verse, verse 53 says:

"King Solomon commanded him to be brought from the altar; and he came and bowed himself before King Solomon. Solomon said to him, "Go home.

Adonijah was then brought into his presence and submitted to the new king. Solomon commanded him to return home, and then dismissed him in peace.

We have seen, then, that in those days in which King David, because of his age, was in a state of senility and relative isolation, God controlled the circumstances and human plans that could hinder His purposes with respect to the king's succession and descendants. It is that David himself, in spite of his mistakes, and surely because of them, had entrusted himself to God's guidance. That is why he could say in his Psalm 37:5, "Commit your way to the Lord, trust in him, and he will do." And, in other words, as another version says, "Put your life in the Lord's hands; trust in him, and he will come to your help." Dear reader, we hope that you too will give your life into the hands of the One who, through the work of Jesus Christ on the cross, can today take you in His hands, guide you along the path of life, protect and strengthen you, fill your life in this world with meaning, and then lead you to eternal life.
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In our journey through the First Book of Kings, we come to chapter 2. In this chapter, David gave instructions to Solomon concerning religion and concerning Joab, Barzillai and Shimei. David died and Solomon succeeded him as king. Adonijah was killed and Abiathar was cast out of the priesthood. And Joab and Shimei were also killed. Let's read verses 1 and 2, which head the paragraph they contain
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"When the days came that David was to die, he commanded Solomon, his son, 'I follow the way of all on earth; be strong and be a man.'

David's instructions to Solomon reveal his attitude toward Solomon. The fact that he exhorted him to be a man reveals that David had little confidence in a successor who had been raised in the palace surrounded by women. David knew the harsh discipline of the caves and the hard life in the open air. Solomon, was accustomed to comfort, luxury and ease. David's instructions to him, then, reveal something of his own character.

In the first place David said: "I follow the way of everyone on earth". This is the destiny of the human being. The apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans, chapter 5, verse 12, said, "Therefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." Now, by one man death entered by one man, and death affected all men because all have sinned. Adam's sin has been passed on to every human being. If the Lord delays in coming, we too will cross the gate of death. Why? Because this is the way of everyone on earth. This is the end of the path of life for all the inhabitants of the earth. This is certainly not a pleasant subject. Death is almost never described because no one wants to think about something that is so daunting to the human race.

In Psalm 23, verse 4, David declared: "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. Now, David was not speaking here of the fact that he had come to the hour of his death. As someone has already said, "The very moment he gives you life, he also begins to take it away from you." David compared life as a passage through a valley. The more you walk through the valley, the narrower and narrower it becomes. And at the end of this valley is death. You may be in the prime of your health today, but there is always the possibility of dying before sunset.

Then David said to Solomon, ". . . be strong, and be a man". The Lord Jesus Christ spoke to the crowd that had gone out to see John the Baptist, in chapter 7 of the Gospel according to Luke, verses 24 and 25. Let us read this passage: "And when John's messengers departed, he began to speak to the people about John: What went ye out into the wilderness to see? a reed shaken by the wind? or what went ye out to see? a man clothed in soft raiment? Or what did you go out to see, a man clothed with dainty raiment? But they that are clothed with precious raiment, and live in delights, are in the palaces of kings." John the Baptist had been brought up in the wilderness. He was a hard and sturdy man. So was our Lord. We do not like some of the paintings that depict him because they almost present him as a soft and gentle man. Some of the more recent paintings, however, have tried to achieve a more manly image. If you could have seen Jesus when he walked the earth, you would have seen a strong and determined man. He had calluses on his hands. He was a carpenter. He was God, but he was also a real man.

Solomon was not like his father. Solomon was not as manly. David was strong and hardened by the hardships of life, while Solomon had been raised in palaces. Now, why would Solomon later have a thousand women around him? The answer is very obvious and has to do with the environment in which he was brought up. So David said to him, "I have made you king. And I want you to act with energy". This is the command that David gave to this young man who had been brought up surrounded by luxuries, comforts and pleasures. He did not have the strength of character of John the Baptist or our Lord Jesus Christ. But, he was now the king of Israel. Let's continue reading verses 3 and 4:

"Keep the precepts of the Lord your God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes and his commandments, his judgments and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and in all that you undertake; that the Lord may confirm the promise which he made to me, saying, 'If your children keep my way, walking before me in truth, with all their heart and with all their soul, you shall never lack a descendant on the throne of Israel.'"

David urged Solomon to stay close to the Lord and the Word of God. His advice to this young man was very important. Now, we know that little is said regarding the legacy that David left Solomon; but we believe that what David passed on to him, enabled Solomon to become one of the greatest kings of the earth. The fact is that Solomon is probably one of the best known kings who ever lived. And this is the inheritance that David gave Solomon:

First, he transferred the leadership of the nation from the house of Saul and the tribe of Benjamin to Judah and established the royal house of David. Now, this is a subject of utmost importance, as you will well see when we come to the New Testament. The gospel of Matthew begins with a very important statement. It says in chapter 1, verse 1 of this gospel: "The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham". Then in the Gospel according to Luke, chapter 1 and verses 31 and 32, the angel Gabriel said to Mary: "And
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