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About the Book

Welcome to the ULTIMATE TEST of knowledge, memory and nerve.

Over four decades hundreds have tested their mettle in the famous black chair, and dared to put their intellect under the glare of the Mastermind spotlight. Now, can you rise to the challenge?

The Mastermind Quiz Book poses over 3,500 questions, from fiendishly difficult general knowledge teasers to in-depth tests of specialist subjects. With topics ranging from World Geography to The French Revolution, by way of Star Wars and The Novels of Evelyn Waugh, only the finest minds will triumph.

Whether you’re playing in groups or simply testing your own brainpower, this collection of questions will challenge the very core of your mental strength – but when the clock runs down and the lights come up, will you emerge as the Mastermind?
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Foreword by

John Humphrys

The first email from the BBC asking me if I would like to do Mastermind came one sunny afternoon in 2004. I responded immediately: ‘Thanks – but no thanks.’ The second arrived a few days later: ‘Are you sure we can’t persuade you?’ My reply was even briefer this time. Nothing, I said, could persuade me.

A few more days passed and this time it wasn’t an email: it was a phone call to my home. And it wasn’t from the humble producer who’d been emailing me, it was from God – or, at least, the nearest you get to God in this bit of the broadcasting business. It was the Head of Light Entertainment. Why, he wanted to know, was I not prepared even to consider becoming the new chairman of Mastermind?

What! Become chairman? I thought they’d been asking me to be a contender on the show! Nothing in the whole wide world would induce me to sit in that black chair and expose my ignorance to a national television audience. But being the man who asked the questions and had all the answers… that was something altogether different. So I said yes. Actually, I said yes please. And I haven’t regretted a moment of it.

For much of my half-century as a journalist, I have laboured away asking politicians questions. I can’t tell you how wonderful it is finally to be asking questions of people who really genuinely want to answer them. That’s only partly a joke, by the way…

Admittedly, we occasionally get some fairly unpredictable answers on Mastermind – such as the contender who, when I asked him what breakfast cereal is associated with prison answered ‘Cheerios’ instead of porridge. Maybe he was being ironic, but I don’t think so. Then there was the government minister on Celebrity Mastermind who proudly informed me that the king who succeeded Henry VIII was Henry VII. Ah well, they do say politicians often seem to inhabit another universe. Maybe in his particular one, time moved backwards.

But far be it from me to criticise any contender, however unlikely some of their answers may be. Without them we would have no show, and it is they who are its true stars. All of them. Even those who struggle to get their final score into double figures.

As every viewer is well aware, it is not enough to know the answers: what matters is being able to dredge them out from the back of the brain when the clock is ticking relentlessly away and the spotlight is in your eyes. It will come as no surprise to them to learn that, when the series was devised by Bill Wright in the early 1970s, he drew on his own experiences as a prisoner of war being interrogated by the Gestapo in the Second World War.

From the title of Neil Richardson’s sinister theme music – ‘Approaching Menace’ – to that isolating spotlight on the infamous black chair, everything is designed to emphasise that the contenders are on their own. They get no encouragement, no clues, no helpful little nudges from the questioner, no opportunity to phone a friend. They are utterly alone. Either they know the answers or they don’t. Indeed, for many series Magnus Magnusson was billed at the start of the programme as the ‘Interrogator’. Maybe that’s why they thought of me as a suitable replacement. Not that ‘replacement’ is quite the right word. Magnus created the role and made it his. I inherited his creation and tried not to make too big a botch of it.

In many ways, presenting Mastermind is a pretty straightforward job for someone with so many years of broadcasting under his belt. It’s not even (unlike my day job on BBC Radio 4) as if I have to think of my own questions. That’s done by specialist question-setters, and the answers are checked thoroughly by verifiers against a whole range of different sources. It’s a big job. We use more than 6,000 questions every series. All I have to do is try to get the pronunciations right, occasionally tweak the grammar (once a pedant, always a pedant) and deliver the questions as fast as possible without making them unintelligible.

I am often asked why some contenders seem to get fewer questions than others. Are we giving them an unfair advantage? No, we’re not. Before we go on air the questions are carefully timed by our production team and everyone gets the same number in their allotted slots. The problem is that some contenders are swifter than others at rattling through them. If they don’t know an answer, they don’t agonise over it: they just pass quickly. Some canny contenders try never to pass because it counts against them in dead heats, so they make a wild guess or even offer a deliberately silly answer and move onto the next question.

It’s sometimes like a rather good tennis match with the contender batting the answer back to me almost as quickly as I can ask the next one. With each answer the pace increases until it seems as though the contender is almost anticipating the question before I have delivered it. That’s when the programme really comes to life.

Some viewers say the real appeal of Mastermind is watching people struggling so desperately to find the answer. You can see their face almost contorted in anguish. I’m asked by some of our kinder viewers: ‘Can’t you help them a little?’ And I have to say no. The truth is, I cannot even look at them. My eyes are firmly glued to the question cards and, no matter how long the pause or how great the anguish, that’s the only way to make it work.

Yes, I know it can sometimes seem to take on an almost sadistic quality, but the surprising reality is that almost all those who take part end up enjoying it. People who’ve done really badly may well still be kicking themselves after the programme when we share a glass of (very cheap) BBC wine, but they invariably seem to have enjoyed the experience and most want to come back for more.

I like to think that’s because they know they’re among friends. Unlike some shows I suppose I’d better not mention, Mastermind is not played for high stakes. There’s no prize – apart from a modest glass bowl of course – and no frantic studio audience cheering you on or howling and shrieking when you get something right. There is, instead, polite applause at the end of a good round and genuine admiration for people who are prepared to put themselves through such an ordeal for the simple pleasure of testing themselves against other clever, knowledgeable people.

Some contenders, of course, make it even more difficult for themselves by choosing specialist subjects that are anything but specialist. One of these days I’m expecting something like this:

‘And your specialist subject is…?’

‘The World.’

‘Umm… Any particular aspect of it…?’

‘Nope… All of it.’

In truth, that won’t happen because, long before the final choice is made, the producer will have suggested to the would-be contender – with ever-increasing firmness – that it might be sensible to be a little more specific.

I may be the chairman, the person who appears to the audience to be in control, but of course the real work is done long before I even set foot in the Mastermind office when the time comes to start recording a new series. And the production team is brilliant.

I’ve been in broadcasting long enough to know that there has to be a special alchemy if a television programme is to stand the test of time. And not many last as long as Mastermind: forty years old in 2012.

Obviously the idea has to be a good one right from the beginning – and the simpler it is, the better. Mastermind is, for all the clever lighting and direction and tension, about as simple as it gets: a lone man or woman sitting in a chair and trying to answer two sets of difficult questions. That’s it.

But I believe that for a programme to win the affection of an audience and hold it for as long as we have, there must be another factor. It must have an essential humanity. It may be easy to titillate an audience, to get newspaper headlines by humiliating contestants or making them look foolish in front of the cameras. It may well get big audiences for a while. But, sooner or later, the viewers will tire of it.

A good production team must care about the people who take part in its programme. And the Mastermind team does. They don’t see the contenders as cannon fodder – willing victims to be fed to the mob like Christians in a Roman circus to boost the ratings. Instead, they see them for what they are: human beings entitled to be treated with dignity and respect. That is how the Mastermind production team behaves, and it’s one of the many reasons I am so proud to be a part of it.

I said at the start of this introduction that the real stars of the show are the contenders. But obviously we would have no programme if it were not for you – our incredibly loyal viewers. Not just loyal – but extremely vigilant too. I’m delighted to say that if we ever do get something wrong you let us know – politely but very, very firmly.

So I hope you think this book is a fairly accurate representation of the standard and variety of questions that make up Mastermind. And if, after you’ve tried your hand at them, you are tempted to try it for real, why not get in touch? Who knows, one day you and I might meet in the Mastermind studio. And it might be you receiving that glass bowl when you become the nation’s Mastermind.


Show 1

Specialist Subject 1.1

Academy Awards



	Which legendary comedian, who died in 2003 aged 100, hosted the Oscar ceremony a record number of times?

	For which 1997 film did Jack Nicholson win Best Actor and Helen Hunt Best Actress?

	At the first Academy Awards ceremony, who was initially nominated as Best Actor for The Circus, but was eventually given a Special Award instead?

	How old was Tatum O’Neal when she won the award for Best Supporting Actress in 1974, for her role in Paper Moon?

	When Humphrey Bogart won his Oscar for The African Queen, the other three acting Oscars were all won by which film?

	The Academy statuette, which came to be referred to as an ‘Oscar’, was designed by which M.G.M. Art Director?

	Which Aardman Animations film, starring Wallace and Gromit, won the Award in 2006 for Best Animated Feature?

	In 1972, who became the first Oscar winner to have parents who had also both won Oscars?

	Which Ang Lee film won an Award in 2001 for Best Foreign Language Film and was also nominated for Best Picture?

	In 1999, who said of her Best Supporting Actress Oscar, ‘I feel for eight minutes on the screen I should only get a little bit of him’?

	What did Robert Opal famously do at the 1974 Academy Awards ceremony?

	Robert De Niro won Best Actor in 1981 for his portrayal of which boxer in Raging Bull?

	Which film starring Elizabeth Taylor was the last to win the black-and-white Cinematography award, before the category was combined with that for colour films?

	Whose film Le Monde Sans Soleil – ‘The World Without Sun’ – won the 1964 award for Best Documentary Feature?

	With which song did The Beatles win the 1970 Oscar for Best Original Song Score?

	Marcia Gay Harden won the Best Supporting Actress Oscar for playing the wife of which American artist?

	Michael Westmore and Zoltan Elek won the 1985 award for Best Make-up, for which film starring Cher?

	Who refused his Oscar for Best Actor in the title role of Patton on the grounds that he disagreed with competitive acting awards?

	In 1999, Roberto Benigni became the first person in a foreign-language film to win a Best Actor Oscar. For which film?

	Which film composer won Best Original Score Oscars for Jaws, Star Wars and Schindler’s List?

	The 1931 film Cimarron was the first film of which genre to win the Best Picture Oscar?

	Which actress won a Best Supporting Actress award in 2005, for playing the real-life Oscar-winning actress Katharine Hepburn?

	Before the success of Chicago at the 2002 Awards, what was the last film based on a stage musical to win the Oscar for Best Picture?

	Who made the notorious boast ‘The British are coming’ at the 1981 Academy Awards ceremony, after receiving the Oscar for Best Screenplay for Chariots of Fire?

	In 1991, which Disney production became the first animated feature to be nominated for Best Film?

	Who had never won an Oscar during his lengthy career and was presented with an Honorary Award in 1980, then won Best Actor the following year?

	For which film did Dr Haing N’Gor win the 1984 Oscar for Best Supporting Actor; it was his first film performance?

	Who became the first person to win a Nobel Prize and an Oscar, when he shared the 1938 award for Best Screenplay with Ian Dalrymple, Cecil Lewis and W.P. Lipscomb?

	‘When You Wish Upon A Star’ was the Academy award-winning song from which Walt Disney film?

	Which 73-year-old actor entertained the audience at the 1991 ceremony, by performing one-arm press-ups while collecting his Oscar for Best Supporting Actor?





General Knowledge 1.1



	Which bravery award was originally made from the metal of guns captured at the siege of Sebastopol during the Crimean War?

	Which is the first county the River Severn flows through on entering England?

	Which work, based on thirteenth-century Latin secular poems, was set to music in 1937 by Carl Orff?

	Who entered Parliament as MP for Doncaster North in May 2005?

	Desirée is a red-skinned, yellow-fleshed, variety of which vegetable?

	The actress Ellen Andree and the engraver Marcellin Desboutin were the sitters for which painting by Degas, in which they are featured sitting in a bar?

	What is the name of the palace that Frederick the Great of Prussia had built at Potsdam between 1745 and 1747?

	Which religious movement grew out of a Bible study group founded by Charles Taze Russell in Pittsburgh in the 1870s, and took its current name in 1931?

	In chess, ‘fianchetto’ is a term for the development of which piece?

	Who was the first presenter of the television programme Question Time?

	Spider, squirrel, proboscis and rhesus are species of which animal?

	The plot of which early Shakespeare comedy is based on the enmity between the towns of Syracuse and Ephesus?

	Which word for a building in a sports ground in which players change their clothes and store equipment comes ultimately from the Latin for a butterfly?

	The British astrophysicist Sir Fred Hoyle was a leading proponent of which theory of the universe that argues it has always existed in more or less the same form (with new matter being continuously created as it expands)?

	Which film did the Coen brothers remake in 2010 with Jeff Bridges playing Reuben ‘Rooster’ Cogburn?

	In horseracing, what is the name of the sharp, left-hand final bend on the Epsom Derby course?

	What term, used to describe the virtual reality created by computers, was coined by the science fiction writer William Gibson and popularised in his 1984 novel Neuromancer?

	Mahe Island is the largest of which archipelago in the Indian Ocean?

	Which British band was formed in Birmingham in 1978 by John Taylor and Nick Rhodes?

	Which anti-pollution component of a car usually consists of a ceramic structure coated with a blend of platinum, rhodium and palladium?

	The furniture designer Robert Thompson used what small rodent as his signature?

	What is the title of Shelagh Delaney’s first play, written when she was nineteen and set in her native Salford?

	Which former Portuguese colony in Africa joined the Commonwealth in 1995, the same year as Cameroon?

	What abbreviation of the Latin for ‘and others’ is used especially in referring to academic texts that have more than the single named author?

	Which spice consists of the unopened dried flower buds of a tropical evergreen tree of the myrtle family?

	In classical mythology, who is the Greek counterpart of the Roman god Mars?

	Which decimal coin was only in circulation from 1971 until 31 December 1984 (when it ceased to be legal tender)?

	The American anthem ‘My Country ’Tis Of Thee’ is usually sung to which other well-known patriotic tune?

	In which group of animals are the young born prematurely, completing their development attached to teats usually covered by a pouch on their mother’s belly?

	What term is widely used in the press for the police tactic of confining demonstrators for a long time, as used in the 2010 Tuition Fees protests?





Specialist Subject 1.2

The French Revolution



	What name was commonly used for the Society of the Friends of the Constitution, an off-shoot of the Breton Club?

	Which former Director-General of Finance was recalled to his post in 1788 and agreed that the Estates-General should be summoned for the first time in over 170 years?

	Where was the Tennis Court in which the Third Estate took an oath in 1789 to never disband until a written constitution had been established for France?

	Which group got its name because its members sat on the highest benches in the Assembly?

	Whose last words to his executioner in 1794 were ‘Show my head to the people. It is worth the trouble’?

	What innovation was designed by the playwright and poet Fabre d’Eglantine and adopted by the Convention in 1793, despite being privately opposed by Robespierre?

	Which civic religion did Robespierre create to replace Christianity and the Cult of Reason?

	Which English radical was elected to represent Calais in 1793 as a Deputy to the National Assembly?

	Which item of clothing, a symbol of freedom in ancient Rome, was adopted by the revolutionaries as a symbol of their cause?

	Which political group were also known as the ‘Brissotins’, after their founder Jacques-Pierre Brissot?

	What was the name of the Girondin sympathiser who murdered Jean-Paul Marat on 13 July 1793, while he was taking a bath?

	In June 1791, the Royal Family escaped from Paris. In which town were they arrested and turned back to the capital?

	Which body was established in April 1793 to work alongside the Committee of General Security?

	Which painter and revolutionary, who was later banished to Brussels by the Bourbons, created pictures of the Tennis Court Oath and the Death of Marat?

	Which agreement of 1790 effectively turned the clergy into employees of the state?

	What was the name of the Roman Catholic priest who was confessor to Louis XVI on the night before his execution, and was with him as he mounted the steps to the guillotine?

	Which title did the Prince known as Philippe Egalité renounce after the fall of the monarchy in 1792?

	What name was given to the extreme radicals, led by Jacques Roux, who were concerned primarily with the critical food shortage of 1793, and attacked the Girondins in the Convention?

	Who composed the song that became known as ‘La Marseillaise’?

	To what position was Napoleon Bonaparte appointed under the Constitution of December 1799? It was later confirmed by a public referendum.

	By what nickname was the journalist Francois-Noel Babeuf known, because his agrarian reforms resembled those of a second-century BC Roman statesman?

	What alternative name was given to the ‘Jours Complimentaires’, the spare days in the Revolutionary calendar that resulted from the year being made up of twelve 30-day months?

	Which frequently vulgar newspaper was established by Jacques-René Hébert and became the bestselling newspaper after the death of Marat?

	On the first anniversary of the storming of the Bastille, where in Paris did the Fête de la Federation take place?

	Joseph Fouché crushed a revolt against the Convention in which major city in 1793? His brutality against un-armed civilians leading to a rift with Robespierre.

	What was the name of Robespierre’s brother, who was guillotined along with him during the ‘Thermidorean Reaction’?

	What name was given to the smaller of the two Chambers of the Directory?

	Which date in 1792 was adopted as the beginning of Year One of the French Revolutionary Calendar and renamed ‘primidi vendemiaire’?

	In 1792, at which battle did the French defeat an allied army led by the Duke of Brunswick?

	Which politician and lawyer was President of the National Convention and a member of the Committee of Public Safety? He was later executed alongside Danton.





General Knowledge 1.2



	Seasonal allergic rhinitis, frequently caused by pollen, is commonly known by what name?

	Which Italian fashion house uses the head of Medusa as its trademark?

	The price of crude oil from which North Sea field is widely used as a benchmark in Europe and the OPEC countries?

	In the television series The West Wing, who played President Josiah Bartlet?

	Which relative of the giraffe is found only in the deep forests of central Africa, and was unknown to Europeans until about 1900?

	Which cocktail is made with vodka, lime juice, triple sec, and cranberry juice?

	The mountain K2 gets its name because it was the second peak to be surveyed in which mountain range between the Pamirs and the Himalayas?

	Which former leader of a political party had previously served as a Royal Marines Officer from 1959 to 1972?

	In the Divine Comedy, which Roman poet conducted Dante through Hell and Purgatory?

	Which northern English city lies at the confluence of the rivers Ouse and Foss?

	Which explorer led the Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition which left England on the ship Endurance in August 1914?

	The Parthenon was the chief temple of which Greek goddess?

	Which hormone, secreted by the outer layer of the adrenal glands, has been synthesised and used as an anti-inflammatory agent for rheumatoid arthritis and other ailments?

	Which Yorkshire and England cricketer was the first bowler to take 300 Test wickets?

	Which woodwind instrument is described in the film The Secret Life of Walter Mitty as ‘the ill wind that no one blows good’?

	The name of which type of ceramic comes from the Italian for ‘cowrie shell’, and was used by Marco Polo to describe the pottery he saw in China?

	Which Irish poet’s first full volume of poetry, published in 1966, was called ‘Death of a Naturalist’?

	What name was given to the speculative boom, centred on a company set up to trade with South America, whose collapse in 1720 ruined many British investors?

	Which American director and screenwriter’s films include The Elephant Man and Dune?

	In 1981, which University Dramatic Club was the first winner of the Edinburgh Festival comedy award, with a revue that featured Stephen Fry and Hugh Laurie?

	The name of which small, nocturnal lizard comes from a Malay imitation of its distinctive cry?

	‘Noble rot’ is a form of fungus that can affect which fruit, shrivelling it rather than actually rotting it?

	Which sea is bounded on the south by Venezuela, Colombia and Panama, and on the west by Central America?

	Which State was represented in the American Senate by John F. Kennedy and his brother Edward?

	In 1877, Spencer Gore became the first winner of which sporting championship?

	Which mathematician, who died in the mid-thirteenth century, was also known as Leonardo of Pisa?

	Toxicology is the scientific study of what?

	In The Phantom of the Opera, what is the first name of the young soprano, originally played on stage by Sarah Brightman?

	Which stately home in Wiltshire stands on the site of a ruined priory bought by Sir John Thynne in 1541 for the sum of fifty-three pounds?

	For cars registered on or after 1 March 2001, the rate of vehicle excise duty bands are based on the type of fuel and what other criterion?






 



‘You have two minutes on… Mastermind’

Mastermind made its inaugural appearance on British television on 11 September 1972, where it would remain for 25 years and 447 episodes – each presented by an Icelandic-born scholar, author and environmentalist who would later become the chairman of Scottish Natural Heritage and earn an honorary knighthood: Magnus Magnusson, known affectionately as ‘the Interrogator’.

Magnus’s catchphrase, ‘I’ve started so I’ll finish’, soon entered the national consciousness, as did the Black Chair in which 1,231 contenders (never contestants) sat and attempted to answer more than 60,000 questions between them. The base and seat of the original chair actually came from two different chairs, and it was presented to Magnus after the final programme in 1997. Before the recording, he allowed himself to be photographed sitting in it, accompanied by dozens of former Mastermind contenders – or ‘survivors’, as Magnus described them.

Some of the ‘survivors’ formed a club in 1978, with annual get-togethers (and, naturally, quizzes). Entirely independent of Mastermind, the Club continued even after the programme ended in 1997. However, Mastermind refused to fade away and, following series on radio and the Discovery channel, it returned to BBC Two in 2003, with the presenter of the Today programme John Humphrys an apt choice of interrogator – though, unlike the politicians he questions each morning, Mastermind contenders are not allowed to interrupt him.

As well as the rule on interrupting, Mastermind also discourages contenders from choosing as specialist subjects anything related
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