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​Introduction 

​Sanctification is the process by which God sets apart believers and progressively shapes them into the image of Christ. It is a divine work that involves both God’s initiative and our cooperation, transforming the heart, mind, and actions. This spiritual growth is not optional but a vital aspect of the Christian life. Scripture emphasizes that sanctification touches every area of life, guiding believers to holiness and obedience. It is both a position we hold in Christ and a journey we actively pursue.
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Sanctification can be understood in three tenses, each highlighting a different aspect of God’s work in our lives. Positional sanctification is our status in Christ the moment we believe, meaning we are already set apart before God (1 Corinthians 1:2). This reality gives the believer security and assurance, knowing that Christ’s righteousness covers every sin. Positional sanctification establishes our identity and forms the foundation for all spiritual growth. It reminds us that our acceptance with God depends on Christ, not our performance.

Progressive sanctification describes the ongoing process of growing in holiness and Christlikeness daily (1 Thessalonians 4:3). This aspect of sanctification requires discipline, obedience, and the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Believers are called to actively pursue spiritual maturity, turning away from sin and cultivating godly character. Daily choices, study of Scripture, prayer, and fellowship with other believers contribute to this growth. It is a journey that involves continual learning, repentance, and transformation.

Ultimate sanctification is the completion of God’s work in a believer, realized fully at glorification (1 John 3:2). At that time, believers will be perfectly conformed to the image of Christ, free from sin and fully holy. While positional and progressive sanctification occur in this life, ultimate sanctification is the hope that motivates perseverance. This future reality assures believers that God’s transformative work will not be in vain. It calls for patience, faithfulness, and endurance as we await the day of full redemption.

Understanding sanctification in these three dimensions encourages believers to live with purpose and confidence. We are already set apart in Christ, we are growing daily in holiness, and we look forward to ultimate completion in glory. Each aspect informs our attitude, priorities, and spiritual practices. Sanctification is both a gift from God and a call to active participation, shaping us into vessels fit for His service. By embracing positional, progressive, and ultimate sanctification, believers can experience a life increasingly reflective of Christ’s character.
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​Chapter 1: Positional Sanctification – Who We are Right Now
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Positional sanctification refers to the believer’s unchanging standing before God the very moment he or she trusts in Christ for salvation. It is a sanctification rooted in grace, grounded in Christ’s finished work, and secured by God’s declaration. This aspect of sanctification is not earned through effort but received by faith. Scripture reveals that the believer is set apart instantly upon conversion. This position becomes the foundation for the entire Christian life.

The moment a person believes the gospel, God places that individual “in Christ,” granting a new identity and status (2 Corinthians 5:17). Being in Christ means sharing in His righteousness, acceptance, and holiness. Believers are not becoming sanctified in this positional sense—they are sanctified because of their union with Christ. This truth reshapes how we see ourselves and how we understand God’s work in our lives. It begins a journey grounded not in fear, but in confidence.

Paul opens his letter to the Corinthians by calling them “sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints” (1 Corinthians 1:2). This is striking because the Corinthian church struggled with immorality, division, and immaturity. Yet Paul affirms their sanctified position before addressing their behavior. Their status before God was not dependent on flawless living. Their identity was rooted in Christ’s righteousness.

This teaches us that positional sanctification is not about spiritual performance but about spiritual placement. God places the believer into Christ and declares them His own. Even when behavior is inconsistent, the position remains unchanged. The Corinthians needed correction, but their identity was secure. This security forms the basis for all growth.

Believers stand holy before God because they are clothed in Christ’s righteousness (Philippians 3:9). This righteousness is not infused gradually—it is fully given at salvation. It cannot be added to, diminished, or lost. When God looks upon His children, He sees the finished work of Christ applied to their account. This gives the believer confidence in God’s acceptance.

Scripture teaches that God’s people are chosen and set apart from the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4). This eternal plan demonstrates that sanctification is rooted in God’s sovereign purpose. Before we took our first step, God had already determined to set His people apart in Christ. The believer’s sanctification is woven into God’s redemptive design. It reveals the depth of His grace.

Because positional sanctification is based on Christ’s finished work, it carries assurance and stability. The believer does not drift in and out of God’s favor depending on daily performance. Instead, they remain secure in the One who paid their debt once and for all (Hebrews 10:10). This truth frees us from fear-driven obedience. It invites us to rest in what Christ has already done.

Positional sanctification means that believers are already accepted “in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:6). Acceptance with God is not something we earn through righteous deeds. It is something we receive through union with Christ. This frees believers from the exhausting cycle of trying to prove their worth. They stand complete in Him.

The holiness God grants His people in positional sanctification is entirely Christ’s holiness. It is alien righteousness—righteousness not inherent in us but given to us. This ensures that salvation is by grace alone and not by works (Ephesians 2:8–9). Our standing before God rests in Christ’s obedience, not our own. This creates a foundation of humble gratitude.

To be sanctified positionally means to be set apart for God’s special possession. Peter teaches that believers are a “chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people” (1 Peter 2:9). This language describes identity, not achievement. God claims His people as His treasured possession. This is a positional reality established at salvation.

God’s declaration of sanctification is legal, authoritative, and irreversible. Romans 8:30 describes a chain of salvation in which those God calls, He also justifies and glorifies. The certainty of this chain means that sanctification’s positional aspect cannot be undone. God does not revoke His calling. His work stands firm.

Because believers are sanctified positionally, they are no longer under sin’s dominion. Romans 6:14 says, “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.” This new status changes our relationship to sin, even when we struggle. We no longer belong to darkness. We have been transferred into Christ’s kingdom.

Positional sanctification also means the believer is spiritually alive. Before salvation, we were dead in trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1). But God has made us alive together with Christ, raising us into newness of life. This new spiritual life is irreversible and foundational. It is part of our identity in Christ.

Because we are sanctified in Christ, we stand forgiven—completely and permanently. Colossians 2:13 declares that God has forgiven us “all trespasses.” Not some sins, not only past sins, but all sins. This forgiveness is tied to our position, not our progress. It grants deep peace to the believer’s soul.

Our positional sanctification makes us citizens of heaven. Philippians 3:20 states that our conversation—our citizenship—is in heaven. This means we belong to another kingdom, another reality, another home. Even while walking on earth, our identity is anchored above. This anchors our hope and purpose.

Because sanctification is positional, it is given equally to all believers. The newest convert and the most mature saint share the same standing before God. No one is “more saved” or “more sanctified” positionally. We all stand on level ground at the foot of the cross. This unity fosters humility and love.

Understanding positional sanctification protects believers from legalism. Legalism thrives when acceptance with God is tied to performance. But when we recognize our secure position in Christ, we serve out of love—not fear. This transforms obedience from duty into delight. It aligns the heart with God’s grace.

Positional sanctification also protects us from discouragement. When we fail, we often feel distant from God. But our position remains unchanged because it is anchored in Christ’s finished work, not our fluctuating emotions. This truth calls us back to grace rather than driving us into shame. It strengthens our resolve to walk with God.

Knowing we are sanctified in Christ gives boldness in prayer. Hebrews 4:16 invites believers to “come boldly unto the throne of grace.” Our position grants us access—not our performance. We approach God as children, not slaves. Prayer becomes a privilege, not a burden.

This sanctification also grants believers spiritual authority. Ephesians 2:6 declares that we are seated with Christ in heavenly places. This position reflects victory over sin, death, and spiritual forces. It reminds us that we fight from a place of triumph, not defeat. It shapes how we face trials and temptations.

Positional sanctification is permanent because it is rooted in Christ’s eternal priesthood. Hebrews 7:25 teaches that Jesus “ever liveth to make intercession” for God’s people. Because Christ’s priesthood is unending, the believer’s standing is secure. He continually represents us before the Father. This ensures ongoing acceptance.

Because we are sanctified in Christ, we are heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17). This inheritance is guaranteed, not conditional. It comes from our union with Christ, not our spiritual achievements. Believers can live with joyful expectation of glory. This inheritance shapes how we see our present trials.

Positional sanctification means the believer is loved with the same love the Father has for the Son. Jesus says in John 17:23, “Thou hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.” This staggering
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