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In this Ebook I will attempt to explain what is meant by the term “the fear of The Lord”, or “the fear of God”.

First let me give you an example of what the word fear means in how this word is used in today's vocabulary in Dictionary.com.

A distressing emotion aroused by impending danger, evil, pain, etc., whether the threat is real or imagined; the feeling or condition of being afraid.

Synonyms: trepidation, horror, panic, fright, terror, dread, dismay, consternation, apprehension, foreboding.

But is this the type of fear that is meant when we are told to “Fear God”? There are two types of fear. There is the one mentioned above that paralyses our hearts and causes a great deal of anxiety. But the true fear of God is holy, reverent and profound. This fear will liberate us, it will not imprison us, nor will it be a terror to us or a dread that we may be punished.

The true fear of God will not drive us away from God. On the contrary, it will always draw us nearer to Him. This makes sense when you realise God loves us all with a love that is complete, absolute and most importantly His love for everyone is unconditional. In 1John 4:16 we are told God is love. This is the character of God and since this is so, why should we be terrified of Him?

Throughout history mankind has struggled with the idea of God’s power, majesty and holiness. The fear of the Lord has been described in the book of Psalms as “the beginning of wisdom” and the “foundation for true understanding”. But in our modern world, we see self-reliance replaces this fear of God. Today people think they do not need God in their lives, so there is no need to fear him in either meaning of the word. He is irrelevant to most people so he is not a threat to them and nor is He worthy of the type of fear that He expects from His chosen people.

Let us look deeper into Psalm 111:10 to find  what it really means. As we often say in the book readers group, we must not read over things but we must examine every word that God has recorded for us in His Bible. So let us read this verse and then look deeper into what it is telling us.


Psa 111:10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever. 


"The Fear of the LORD" always refers to having awe, respect and reverence for God’s holiness, power and authority. It is not about being terrified of God, but it is all about honouring Him and recognising His rightful place as our creator and judge.

"The beginning of wisdom" Having a proper relationship with God is the only foundation for true wisdom. This true wisdom comes to us by recognising that God alone is the source of all truth and we must align ourselves with His will, not ours.

"A good understanding have all they that do his commandments" To have a good understanding of God’s will we must obey His commandments. This obedience to God will deepens our understanding because it will align our lives with God’s design and purpose for our lives.

"His praise endureth for ever" God’s praise is eternal because of His unchanging character and mighty works. This verse ties wisdom and understanding to a life that glorifies God, and reminds us that all wisdom and obedience ultimately leads to the worship and glorification of God.

So what can we learn from this one verse. True wisdom comes from a relationship with God. Without this relationship, human wisdom is incomplete and flawed.

Living according to God’s commandments brings clarity and insight into life’s purpose and challenges. Obedience deepens one’s grasp of God’s truth.

Wisdom and understanding naturally lead to worship. Recognising God’s greatness compels us to praise Him, which will continue for eternity.

How do we apply this knowledge to our lives?

Revere God: Cultivate a deep respect and awe for God by reflecting on His attributes—His holiness, power, love, and justice.

Pursue Obedience: Make following God’s commandments a priority in your daily life. As you obey, you’ll grow in understanding and experience the benefits of living according to God’s design.

Seek Wisdom in God’s Word: True wisdom comes from engaging with Scripture and applying its teachings to your life.

Live a Life of Worship: Let your reverence and understanding of God inspire you to praise Him in your actions, words, and thoughts.

Psalm 111:10 beautifully ties wisdom, obedience, and worship together, showing that a life grounded in reverence for God is both wise and glorifying to Him.
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As we saw in Psalm 111:10, there is a link between the fear of God and getting wisdom. This thought is reinforced in Pro 1:7, This verse is a foundational statement in the wisdom literature of the Bible. It offers profound insight into the source of true knowledge and the contrasting attitudes of the wise, those who fear God, and the foolish, those who disregard God in their lives.


Pro 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 


"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge". This we have just covered.

"Fools despise wisdom and instruction": This part of the verse contrasts the attitude of the foolish with that of the wise. "Fools" in Proverbs are often described as people who reject God's authority, wisdom, and moral guidance. They are unwilling to learn or accept correction, valuing their own flawed judgment above divine instruction. This rejection leads to ignorance and moral decay, highlighting the importance of humility and teach-ability.

The link between the fear of God and wisdom means we cannot possess wisdom if we recreate God in our own image. Too many people want to “tame” God into a non-threatening nobody. But, if we redefine the Lord as a god that makes us feel comfortable, a permissive “buddy” who exists simply to bless us and give us what we want, we will not fear Him in the way He deserves to be feared. The Lord God Almighty is far greater than that, and the fear of the Lord begins when we see Him in His majesty and power as is evident from Rev 4:11.


Rev 4:11  Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 


This is a powerful verse that highlights the worthiness of God as the creator and Sustainer of all things. Let us break down this verse as well.

"Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power": This declaration acknowledges God’s unique worthiness to receive worship. The ascription of glory, honor, and power to God is not because He lacks these qualities but because they are rightfully His by nature. The act of worship here is a response to His inherent greatness and authority.

"For thou hast created all things": This phrase grounds God’s worthiness in His role as the Creator. Everything that exists owes its origin to Him. This truth calls humanity to recognise their dependence on God and to live with gratitude for the life and creation we experience daily.

"And for thy pleasure they are and were created": This part highlights the purpose of creation. All things were made not for their own sake or for humanity's ultimate purpose but for God's pleasure and will. This doesn't imply a selfish or arbitrary divine intent but rather that creation fulfils its purpose in glorifying God and aligning with His good will.

If we are created for God’s pleasure, then our ultimate purpose is to align ourselves with His will and bring Him glory through our actions, relationships, and worship.

This verse is a profound reminder of the centrality of God in all things. It calls for humility, gratitude, and an acknowledgement of the purpose and design inherent in creation, urging believers to live in a way that glorifies the Creator.

When the reality of God’s true nature has caused us to fall down in worship, we are then in the right position to gain wisdom. Wisdom is merely seeing life from God’s perspective and responding accordingly. Wisdom is a priority, and we are told to seek it above all else


Pro 3:13  Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. 

Pro 3:14  For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. 

Pro 3:15  She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her. 


Then in Romans 1:21-22 we see the other side of the coin. Those who refuse to acknowledge God as their creator become vain in their own minds. Listen to Rom 1:20-22.


Rom 1:20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 

Rom 1:21  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified
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