

    
        
          Soul Revival: A 40 Days' Journey to the Feet of Christ

        

        
        
          Ramos Talaya

        

        
          Published by Ramos Talaya, 2020.

        

    


Copyright




Copyright © 2010 by Ramos Talaya




––––––––


All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

All scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible. Scripture taken from the New King James Version (NKJV)

Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc

Used by permission. All rights reserved.



Edited by Dr Laura Budler

























  	
	    
	      Also by Ramos Talaya

	    

      
	    
          
        
          
	          The Girl with a Broken Heart (Based on a True Story)

          
        
          
	          Soul Revival: A 40 Days' Journey to the Feet of Christ

          
        
      

      
    
    


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Also By Ramos Talaya

CONTENTS

Day 9  Influence

To God

THE | 27 | PILLARS | THAT HOLD THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE OF TRUTH: FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Sign up for Ramos Talaya's Mailing List

Further Reading: The Girl with a Broken Heart (Based on a True Story)

Also By Ramos Talaya

About the Author

About the Publisher

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CONTENTS


[image: ]


PART 1

THE 8 PROGRESSIVE STEPS INTO THE MOST HOLY PLACE: THE PRESENCE OF GOD.

Day 1  Humility 

Day 2  Penitence 

Day 3  Meekness 

Day 4  Spiritual Appetite 

Day 5  Mercifulness 

Day 6  Heart Purity 

Day 7  Peacemaking

Day 8  Sacrificial Discipleship

PART 2

THE 27 PILLARS THAT HOLD THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE OF TRUTH: FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Day 9  Influence

[image: ]


Day 10  God’s Eternal Law 

Day 11  Self-Control

Day 12  Reconciliation

Day 13  Inward Purity

Day 14  Sacred Marriage 

Day 15  Guarded Speech 

Day 16  Nonresistance

Day 17  Unlimited Service

Day 18  Generosity

Day 19  Universal Love

Day 20  Divine Standard

Day 21  Almsgiving

Day 22  Prayer

Day 23  Fasting

Day 24  Heavenly Investments

Day 25  Spiritual Vision

Day 26  Undivided Service

Day 27  Trustfulness 

Day 28   Primacy of God’s Kingdom

Day 29  Charitableness

Day 30  Stewardship of the Truth

Day 31  Divine Benevolence

Day 32  Golden Rule

Day 33  Law of the Road

Day 34  Fruit, the Test of Life

Day 35  Obedience: the Rock Foundation

PART 3

THE 5 TREASURES EVERY SERVANT IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD MUST GUARD UNTO ETERNITY: TREASURES THAT MUST BE CREDITED INTO HEAVEN’S ACCOUNT WHEN CHRIST RETURNS. 

Day 36  Faith

Day 37  The Word of God

Day 38  Your Heart

Day 39  Your Ministry

Day 40  Holy Spirit

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

To God
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Glory be to You, oh the Most High God, Creator of the heavens and earth and the seas, and everything therein.  My God, my Father, my Savior, my LORD, my King, my Teacher, my Redeemer, my Rock, my Provider, my Protector, my Life, thank You for the gift of life inside me as I write this thanksgiving to You. Thank You for this wonderful day You have given me. Thank You, LORD, for Jesus Christ, my Lord. 

Thank You, oh Lord Jesus, for dying for my sins, for enduring the death on the cross for my sake. Thank You for Your precious blood which cleanses me from all unrighteousness.  Thank You for loving me with an everlasting love, for I know I’m not worthy.  Thank You for being there for me always, for I know I’m not worthy.  Thank You for being patient with me always, for I know it’s not because I have done any good, but because of Your love, mercy, kindness, and faithfulness.

Thank You for taking me out of the pit, out of the muddy clay, and washing me with Your blood, and placing me on Your own King’s highway—destination, eternity.  Oh how I love You, only You know.  May Your name forever be glorified in my life and through my life.  Amen!

Thank You, oh Holy Spirit, for comfort.  I would not be able to cope with life without Your comfort.  Thank You for being my Teacher, for being patient with me always, even when I disobey You.  Thank You for keeping me from evil, and please forgive me for all the times I have and will yet grieve You. Please continue to lead me unto the path of righteousness.

Glory in the highest to You oh my God!

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!

You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created.

Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, thanksgiving and honor and power and might,  be to our God forever and ever. Amen!
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Dedication

I DEDICATE THIS BOOK to Christ Jesus my Lord!

And to every disciple seeking a meaningful relationship with the Savior,

Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen!
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A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY OF FAITH

GRACE TO YOU AND PEACE from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, through the sweet fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  Amen!

“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.” 

(2 Chronicles 16:9A)

Beloved, it was a day that I will never forget, a scripture that will always stay in my heart, mind and soul.  As I sat in church during the morning service, I got lost during the sermon, finding myself asking God:  Where is the power that You gave the apostles, of which the Bible speaks of?  For people were converted, healed, delivered, raised from the dead, and all this was done through the disciples, immediately. Today we have a religious system which is full of knowledge and understanding, full of words, but lacking in power.  I am nothing but dust, so I humbled myself and approached the throne of grace in my spirit while I sat in church and I asked God my foolish question. Where is the power?  To my surprise God answered me with this:

“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.” (2 Chronicles 16:9A)

I walked out of church, took a walk with tears in my eyes, and I prayed, because His Word cut me to the heart.  I looked at my own life.  My heart condemned me because my priorities were all on myself: I want to grow my business bigger; I want to get married; I want a better life for my family; I want a Range Rover;  I want, I want, and I want... That’s how selfish we are.  Life is all about us.

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9)

My dear beloved, God is willing to manifest His power in this ungodly hour; however, the LORD is seeking a heart that is loyal to Him, a vessel that does not seek its own, but is totally committed to bring glory to Jesus Christ our Lord, for  the glory of God the Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

God is searching the whole earth looking for people that will allow Him to manifest His power on their behalf. The LORD is looking for a loyal heart.  The Lord desires to show Himself strong, not the vessel!  Rather, He desires to show Himself strong on behalf of the vessel.  Are you the one that the LORD is looking for, to show Himself strong on your behalf?  Will you allow the LORD to show Himself strong on your behalf?  

The Lord weighed me on the balance and I was found wanting, for my heart was not wholly loyal to God.  I still had my own dreams.  But now I know my dreams are actually too small.  I must join God in His dream which includes everyone.

This is what the Lord is saying:

“Then He [Jesus] said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels.” (Luke 9:23-26)

THE JOURNEY

Join in as we pick up our own cross and embark on the greatest battle of our lives—to conquer self—as we follow Christ, even Jesus our LORD.  Amen! 

Join in this 40 days’ journey as we strip ourselves before God that He may cover us with His righteousness.

Join in this 40 days’ study on the greatest sermon ever preached (Matthew 5-7).


a)  The 8 progressive steps into the Most Holy Place: the presence of God.


b)  The 27 pillars that hold the spiritual Temple of truth:  fundamental truths of the Kingdom of God.


c)  The 5 treasures every servant in God’s Kingdom must guard unto eternity.
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THERE ARE 40 CHAPTERS in this book and I suggest you read only one chapter per day, and that you invite the Lord Jesus to be your partner during the 40 days’ journey.  After reading each day, you must have a discussion with the Lord Jesus Christ about the challenges you are facing in implementing these truths into your life, where you are falling short, and ask for His help and the Holy Spirit’s guidance.  Please be honest with God.  He knows all.  There is no point in pretending before God.  Your honesty and sincerity towards God will determine how you will grow spiritually.

At the close of each day there is a meditation guideline, prayer points, and a commitment for you to make. 

Meditation:  This is a challenge for you to think deeply about the topic and verses of the day, and to consider how you might implement Christ’s teachings in order to improve your relationship with God and with others.

Prayer Points:  If you are looking for answers from God, perhaps you need to make specific prayers, being very specific with God.  This is what prayer points are for: to help you offer specific prayers toward God. 

Commitment:  The downfall of most Christians is because of a lack of commitment.  We desire to do God’s will, but we lack that staying power to do God’s will, or even anything else we desire to achieve. Please make commitments, and then, by God’s grace, stick to them.

This is a sacrificial journey.  You will be required to get out of your comfort zone!

—You must pray at least 3 times a day.

—You must fast at least 7 full biblical days (not at once).

—You must make commitments, and by God’s grace, stick to them.

Prayer Guidelines:

1st prayer 5:30am

2nd prayer 3.00pm (the biblical hour of prayer)

3rd prayer 7:00pm

Fasting Guidelines:

You will only fast 7 full days during the 40 days’ journey.  Each fast will start at 6pm on one day and end at 6pm the next day. The first day of fasting is on the 7th day of the journey.

(Please refrain from fasting if you are pregnant, breastfeeding or if you have health problems)

	1st day of fasting: Day 07 from 6pm until 6pm 

	2nd day of fasting: Day 12 from 6pm until 6pm 

	3rd day of fasting: Day 18 from 6pm until 6pm 

	4th day of fasting: Day 23 from 6pm until 6pm  

	5th day of fasting: Day 29 from 6pm until 6pm 

	6th day of fasting: Day 34 from 6pm until 6pm  

	7th day of fasting: Day 39 from 6pm until 6pm


Because we are not unaware of the wicked one’s devices, I urge you, my dear beloved, to stick with your spiritual journey, not missing one day of reading, nor one prayer session, nor one fast, that you indeed may enjoy the fullness of the rewards of this journey.  Please pray for your 40 days’ journey.  Ask God to give you strength and courage to pursue His righteousness, that you may fulfill this journey in victory by the blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen! 

"But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength..."(Isaiah 40:31)

See you at the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen!  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you always.  Amen!

Your servant in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen!

Ramos Talaya 

The Journey 

PART 1
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“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.”

(Jeremiah 29:13)
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THE 

8 

PROGRESSIVE STEPS 

INTO 

THE MOST HOLY PLACE:

THE PRESENCE OF GOD 

DAY 1  

Humility

“Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:3)

Humility is the 1St Step

Humility is the first step that any human being can take to draw closer to God.  Humility is a two-way attitude of heart: vertical and horizontal.




a)  Vertical humility (Repentance)



“Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.”

(James 4:10)






Vertical humility is your heart’s attitude towards and before God; this is also called ‘’conscious need.’’  It is you settling within your heart your desperate need for God, making a conscious decision to humble yourself before God, and accepting your need of His divine grace through His forgiveness.

Humility means to change the attitude of your heart toward God: to accept God as your God, your Creator, your Father, your LORD, your Savior, your Redeemer, your King, your Master, your Teacher; to lock in your heart once and for all that your existence depends solely in Him; to accept that you have no control whatsoever over your life; and to believe that your life is in His hands. That settles your attitude towards God.

Now your attitude before God is that, when you come before Him, you believe with all your heart that before you were formed in your mother’s womb, God knew you.  Hallelujah!  And everything you have ever done is written in a book, God’s book, so God knows all about you.  Hallelujah! When you come before God, put away pride and self-dignity and strip your soul before Him.  Pour your heart before Him with tears and sorrow.  Accept who you are, a sinner in desperate need of divine grace, confessing your sins with your mouth, admitting and taking responsibility for your sins without blaming others, and begging for God’s forgiveness.  Hope in His mercy rather than depending on your own ability to do good.  This is your rightful position—a helpless sinner.  In your position as a sinner, confess your sins and ask forgiveness from God, and God in His rightful position of righteousness will hear your confession and be merciful to you and forgive all your sins in the name of Jesus. Not sins in part, but ALL your sins.  And by the blood of Christ Jesus our Lord, He blots away all your sins written in His book.

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out.”

(Romans 11:33)

And again:

“Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:  “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 18:9-14)

And again:

“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”  (1 Timothy 1:15-17)

B) Horizontal humility (Servant Attitude) 

“Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another.”  (Romans 12:10)

Horizontal humility is your heart’s attitude towards and before your fellow humans, your ‘’neighbors.’’  The truth is, most of us desire to serve God and most of us don’t have any problem serving God, because of who God is and of course because of our own selfish ambitions.  Let’s face it, we always want or need something from God, so none of us who believes has any problem serving God.  Our problem is serving each other.  That is the real difficulty, to become each other’s servants.  That’s beneath us!  We don’t like that, especially because we live in a world that constantly promotes:

	Worldly pride

	Appearance (‘’image is everything’’)

	Worldly success

	Reputation

	Riches 

	Rank or position (the devil’s latest weapon against the Church)


We want to serve God in prominent positions, where people can see us and respect us.  We want to serve God in mighty ways.  So we don’t like the small days of preparation, the days of mundane and simple things which God expects us to do in preparation for the big and great things that are to come if we are found humble and faithful with the small things. So in our great pursuit to serve God, we often ignore this simple truth: 

“To serve God is to serve others”

“By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?  My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.” (1 John 3:16-18)
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THEREFORE, TO BE HUMBLE towards and before others is to accept that you are a servant in the Master’s hand, ready for good works; to be prepared to be the last; to learn to lose so that others may win; to be prepared that in everything you must put others before yourself.  A humble life is a selfless life.  And this we learn from Christ Jesus our Lord, who is our perfect example:

“Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.” (John 13:3-5)

Read this again: 

“Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands...”

The Father had given all things into His hands!  This was no time to wash feet, this was time to shout victory, to celebrate, to tell the world who is the boss.  But not so with my Jesus.  Christ uses this as an opportunity to teach us the greatest lesson about the Kingdom of God: that in the Kingdom of God everyone is a servant, everyone has a ministry to fulfill, and this ministry starts with the Father who is always working.

“But Jesus answered them, ‘My Father has been working until now, and I have been working.’”  (John 5:17)

Christ uses this event to stamp His position as the “Servant” which in turn serves as an example to us, so that none of us must or can esteem himself too highly to serve others.

“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.” (Romans 12:3)

Now listen to what the Lord Jesus said to the disciples after He washed their feet:  

“So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?  You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.  If I then, your Lord 

and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”  

Why?

“For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.”  

What for?

“Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.” 

And the promise:

“If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.”  (John 13:12-17)

Now, this is not just a ritual we ought to follow.  It goes much deeper.  This is the Lord commanding us to put away all our titles, reputation, and pride, to take off all our worldly crowns, the ties and the suits, to roll up our sleeves and join the Lord in His vineyard getting our hands dirty for His sake.  Amen!

“But Jesus called them to Himself and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.’” (Matthew 20:25-28)

––––––––
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“FOR WHO IS GREATER, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves.” 

(Luke 22:27)  
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“FOR YOU KNOW THE GRACE of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.”  (2 Corinthians 8:9)  

“And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.” (Philippians 2:8)

“Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”  (1 Peter 5:5)

Finally brethren:

“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.” (Philippians 2:5-7)

The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you always. Amen!


Meditation: I serve God by serving others.


Prayer points: LORD, please give me the heart of a servant.  Please fill my heart with humility, and work in me and through me for Your glory.  Please teach me, oh God, to put others before myself.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen!


Commitment: Because You humbled Yourself, oh Lord Jesus Christ, for my sake, so that I may be exalted with You, I also commit myself to learn to put others before myself; to humble myself so that others may be exalted with me.  




Day 2

Penitence (Mourning for sin)

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”

(Matthew 5:4)

Penitence is the 2nd step

Penitence is the second step that any human being can take in order to attain forgiveness from God!  It is a human responsibility to turn away from evil and to learn to do good!

“Now, therefore,” says the LORD, 
“Turn to Me with all your heart, 
With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.” 
So rend your heart, and not your garments; 
Return to the LORD your God, 
For He is gracious and merciful, 
Slow to anger, and of great kindness; 
And He relents from doing harm.” (Joel 2:12-13)

“Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house of Israel?” (Ezekiel 18:31)

“Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of Israel?’” (Ezekiel 33:11)  

Penitence is a fundamental change of heart and mind away from sin  towards God.  Penitence is mourning and turning away from sins.  This is not God’s responsibility; it is human responsibility.  No one can do it for you; you must do it yourself.  This is you sitting down by yourself, with sorrow in your heart (for there is no joy in sinning) telling yourself that you can no longer live the way you are living;  you can no longer do what you are doing.  This is you sitting alone, mourning with bitter tears, telling God where it hurts the most, confessing all your sins with your mouth, asking God:

God, be merciful to me a sinner! 

Please forgive me in the name of Jesus Christ, 

Wash me with the blood of Jesus Christ 

And I shall be whiter than snow, for I pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen!

It is a conscious decision you make to hate sin, to loathe sin, to abhor sin passionately, to flee from any form or appearance of evil!   It is your responsibility to get up in the name of Jesus and say it with your mouth: 

“For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  (Romans 10:10)

Confess with your mouth: 

I hereby break any covenant I made with the devil or any of his agents knowingly or unknowingly.  I break this covenant in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen!  I believe that I am free, and I therefore open my heart to You, oh Lord Jesus.  Please come into my heart and help me become more like You each day, for in Jesus’ name I have prayed!  Amen!

Only you can make this conscious decision to turn away from your evil ways and turn to the living God with all your heart!  Then your penitent heart, your repentant heart, will meet the Righteous Heart, the Divine Heart, the Merciful and Kind Heart.  You and God will start a new journey together and through the Holy Spirit God will guide you saying, “This is the way, walk in it.”  Hallelujah, praise the Lord.  Amen! 

Will you tell the devil today? 

I command you in the name of Jesus: get you behind me Satan!

I was once lost, wandering away far from home.  You persecuted my soul, crushed my life to the ground, but no more.  I once walked in darkness committing all sorts of sins.  Oh, you name it all: fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murder, drunkenness, revelries and the like.  But no more!  I’m going home!

Father, in the name of Jesus, I’m coming home.  Open Your arms, for here I come.  Please fill my heart with joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control, for I ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen!

The most important thing about a penitent, repentant heart is a teachable spirit, for the Spirit is our teacher.  God is not a hard master that expects the impossible from us.  Here is what the Lord expects from us:

“...Cease to do evil, Learn to do good...” (Isaiah 1:16-17)

Now God is not saying “cease to do evil and be good,” He is saying “learn to do good!”  Hallelujah!  This is why I love God with all my heart.  All I have to do is to be prepared to cease to do evil and learn to do good, and He will do the rest!  Blessed be the LORD our God.  Amen!

Now we all know that learning is a process, and sometimes we fail while learning. However, just because we fail a test, it does not mean we have failed the course.  So if you fail, don’t lose hope.  Don’t listen to the devil telling you that you are not worthy, that you will not make it, or any of his other lies.  For you, my beloved, are precious and priceless in the eyes of God.

Even if you fail, the LORD will correct you.  Do not despise the correction of the LORD.   It is for your own good and you will thank Him later.

“My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; For whom the LORD loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.”  (Hebrews 12:5-6))

A Call to Repentance

Brethren, thus says the Word of the LORD:

“Therefore say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Return to Me,” says the LORD of hosts, “and I will return to you,” says the LORD of hosts.’”  (Zechariah 1:3)

If you return to God with all your heart, here are His promises to you:

	To answer your prayers







“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you” (John 15:7)

“If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.”(John 14:14)

“So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” (Luke 11:9)

	To hear your cry, To forgive you and heal the land







“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”  (2 Chronicles 7:14)

	To give you the good of the land


“If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land.” (Isaiah 1:19)

	To forgive all your sins


“Seek the LORD while He may be found, 
Call upon Him while He is near. 
Let the wicked forsake his way, 
And the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
Let him return to the LORD, 
And He will have mercy on him; 
And to our God, 
For He will abundantly pardon.”  (Isaiah 55:6-7)

And again:

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:9) 

“.... And the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

(1 John 1:7)

And again:

“I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins.”  (Isaiah 43:25)

Once you have confessed all your sins with all your heart, God promises us in His Word that He will remember our sins no more.

And God will erase everything that you have ever done wrong in your whole life.  Now how is that!  Everything you have ever done!!!  After you have confessed all your sins, your life will start afresh, a new lease in life.  Praise God!

“Come now, and let us reason together” says the LORD,

“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;

Though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” (Isaiah 1:18)

	To give you abundant life


“But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed, keeps all My statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die.”  (Ezekiel 18:21)

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

(John 3:16)

And the Son says:

“I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”  (John 10:10)

	To comfort you


“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” (Matthew 5:4)

And again:

“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”  (John 16:33)

And again:

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God, and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ."  (Philippians 4:6-7)

	To give you the gift of the Holy Spirit


"Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)

	No condemnation in Christ


Beloved, in truth I tell you, the Scriptures are very clear: none of us is righteous, no, not even one!

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  (Romans 3:23)

But! Yes I said ‘’but.’’  Because if God Almighty has forgiven you, who is the devil or anyone to condemn you?

“Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.” (Romans 8:33-34)

“Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36)

The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you always. Amen!

Meditation:  If I confess all my sins to God and turn away from my sins by His grace, the LORD is faithful and just to forgive and forget all my sins and to cleanse me from all unrighteousness, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses me of all sin!

Prayer points: 

Hear my prayer, O LORD,
Give ear to my supplications! 
In Your faithfulness answer me, 
Have mercy upon me, O God,
According to Your loving kindness; 
According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, 
Blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
And cleanse me from my sin.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Make me hear joy and gladness.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,
And uphold me by Your generous Spirit; 
Open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Your praise;

For a broken spirit, and a contrite heart— 

These, O God, You will not despise!
Teach me to do Your will,
For You are my God; 
Your Spirit is good. 
Lead me in the land of uprightness.
For I acknowledge my transgressions,
And my sin is always before me. 
Revive me, O LORD, for Your name’s sake! 

For Your righteousness’ sake bring my soul out of trouble.

For I am Your servant. (Psalms 51, 143)

I pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen!

Commitment:  Because of Your mercy, I commit myself to come before You, oh God, with a broken heart and a contrite spirit.  And by Your grace, oh my God, I will cease to do evil and learn to do good.  In Jesus’ name. Amen!

Day 3

––––––––
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Meekness (Gentleness)

––––––––
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“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”

(Matthew 5:5)

Meekness is the 3rd step

MEEKNESS IS THE THIRD step that marks a believer’s birth of a new spirit. 

To be meek is to be bowed down, to be gentle.  And this is clearly manifested in the life of Christ Jesus our Lord, who is our perfect example. 

“...But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 
Who committed no sin,
nor was deceit found in His mouth;
who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself  to Him who judges righteously.”

(1 Peter 2:20-23)

And again:

“He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 
Yet He opened not His mouth; 
He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, 
And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 
So He opened not His mouth.”  (Isaiah 53:7)

Today, now, this very hour, the Lord Jesus Christ is inviting us:

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”  (Matthew 11:28-29)

Do not allow this invitation to pass you by today.  Yes, today is the right time.  Yesterday is gone and tomorrow may never come.  Today and even right now is all you have.  Surrender your life to the Lord Jesus and testify that God indeed is good.

“ ... Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”  (2 Corinthians 6:2)

Please hear God’s voice TODAY.  Tomorrow may be too late!

“While it is said: today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts...”  (Hebrews 3:15)

“For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  (Romans 10:10)

You can open your heart now by offering this prayer meaningfully:

Dear God,

I believe You love me.

I believe with all my heart that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God,

that Jesus died on the cross for my sins, and that God raised Him from the dead.

I come now before Your throne of grace and confess that I am a sinner.

Please forgive all my sins in the name of Jesus Christ, and cleanse me of all unrighteousness with the blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ.

I repent and confess all my sins, and I promise to forsake all my sins by Your grace.

I believe all my sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name.

I now ask Jesus to come into my heart.

I hereby confess Jesus Christ as my Lord and personal Savior.

I hereby break any covenant or agreement I have made with the devil or any of his agents, knowingly or unknowingly. I break it in the name of Jesus.

I believe that I am free, and I accept Jesus’ promise of eternal life.

Now I ask Jesus to come into my life as my Lord and Savior.

Please help me to live for Christ alone from this day forward.

In Jesus’ name. Amen!

––––––––
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MEEKNESS (GENTLENESS) is a fruit of the Spirit.  So only those who are born of water and the Spirit can bear this kind of fruit:

“You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, 

but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.”  (Matthew 7:16-18)

So unless you are born again of water and the Spirit, you cannot be truly gentle, for gentleness is a result of your conversion from the old man (flesh “bad tree”) into the new Spirit (spiritual “good tree”) and unless you repent from within your heart, turn away from your evil ways, and turn to the living God with all your heart, mind, and soul, you cannot be truly gentle.   Not only that, if you are not meek, you will not inherit the earth in the Kingdom of God, for Scripture says: 

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”  (Matthew 5:5)

And again:

“Jesus answered, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not marvel that I said to you, “You must be born again.”’”  (John 3:5-7)

It is time for us to repent from the heart and start bearing fruit of worthy repentance.  You are probably wondering why your relationships are not successful, whether these are relationships with your family, (mother, father, brother, sister, grandparents, husband, wife or children), or your colleagues, your boss, people you meet on the street.  Do you wonder why your relationships are not working out?  The answer is simple:  You are not being gentle to them because if you were gentle to them, you would be able to be patient with them.  You would try to understand them; listen to their problems; be kind, respectful, and polite to them; to forgive them; and when they do evil to you





	Those who fall into sin:





	Those who oppose you:
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	Pray at least three times a day or more;

	Read and study the Word of God day and night;

	Meditate on His Word throughout each day;

	Attend church services. Not just one, but all services during the week;

	Fast.  Not for material things, but for righteousness;

	Spend quality time alone with God;

	Seek His will to be done in our lives, not our will.











	To fulfill their desire, hear their cry and deliver them








	To satisfy their thirsty and bless them
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	You are a stained and dirty white garment;

	The blood of Christ is the cleansing water;

	The Word of God is the washing powder; 

	The Holy Spirit is the washing machine or brush;

	Your prayers are the pegs.
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