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1.Eternal Chosen One, Who Made You Up?
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In ancient times there was a city called Ur-Kasdim. For those who do not know or have accidentally forgotten where this place was situated, we inform you that it was located in the depths of Babylon, now called Mesopotamia, between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates.

Ur-Kasdim was ruled by king Nimrod. Whether he was good or bad, we shall learn from the further true history of the monarch and his contemporaries. Although, as worldly experience teaches us, good sometimes seems to be bad, and vice versa. What to one is a mosquito to another is a camel. However, let's leave aside things trivial and move on to new things under the sun.

Who were Nimrod's subjects? First, the counselors at court who were at the same time priests. These highly educated viziers were skilled in predicting the future by the stars, and after reading the book of things to come, they were instructing the king. Accepting as true the revelations taken from heaven, the monarch, speaking in a modern way, built his domestic and foreign policy. Secondly, commanders and soldiers. The role of the army in the state is clear enough and does not need explanation. Thirdly, artisans and traders. Some made all kinds of products for sale, including wooden, stone and clay idols, while others sold the fruits of labors. And fourth and finally, the peasants who fed themselves and the first three categories of Ur-Kasdim inhabitants.

Nimrod was not only a king but also a god to the subjects of his kingdom. A god not in the figurative sense of an all-powerful ruler, but in the direct sense of a heavenly being. He was prayed to and expected to perform miracles. This is by no means a specific fact of antiquity; it was so before and is now not extinct everywhere. People tend to deify rulers.

In those old times, speaking today's rough poster language, it was not yet invented to separate religion from the state. However, this invention has not yet become the common property of mankind even today.

It should be noted that every city and every tribe had its own god, or even several gods, patrons and punishers. People gave them material form in the form of idols. They treated their own gods reverently, while the gods of others were regarded with esteem and solidarity in recognizing their necessity. The fact of the existence of a single Creator was hidden from the ancient minds. Looking ahead, we inform that one of the characters of this story has revolutionized the interpretation of the divine sphere.

We need to get acquainted with a royal counselor named Terach. This man left a mark,  made a contribution, entered the annals, and so on and so forth. Terach was the smartest vizier in Nimrod's court. For his kindness, honesty and sociability he was loved by his fellow stargazers, and the monarch himself highly valued his best vassal and treated him with special respect, doing it subtly and delicately, so as not to give cause for envy to other courtiers.

Let us try to understand the family of Terach. Its members are partly described in the Book of Books, and also in the legends with which the sages have enriched the Holy Scriptures. It must be confessed that in the case of persons of wealth and dignity, the concept of family was then rather vague, owing to the polygamy and other lawful forms of cohabitation of the sexes. Nevertheless, we have enough information from the books to confidently name the necessary characters.

Let us therefore point to the two sons of Terach. One was named Abraham, the other Aran. For the purposes of our narrative these two are enough, though, as it is not difficult to guess, the numerous male descendants of the patriarch are not limited to them. Abraham and Aran were born to one of Terach's wives, her name was Ematlai. Another wife bore him a daughter Sarah. The time came, and at the will of Terach, Abraham married Sarah. Thus, the married couple, which later became famous, was made up of brother and sister of the same blood. Let us add one more figure - this is Lot, son of Aran, nephew of Abraham, grandson of Terach. The author promises to help the reader to cope with the abundance of names in the future. 

***
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The first stones laid in the foundation of our story were the extraordinary circumstances of Abraham's birth. One day, after the sun had set, the wise stargazers of Nimrod, who were at their usual observation post, noticed something unusual in the clear night sky. Most likely, a new star shone on the black velvet of the sky. Excited, the councilors began to discuss the mysterious change. They were joined by astute predictors of the future. Together they came up with a logical interpretation of the miracle.

Barely waiting for morning, the advisors rushed to the king with alarming news: “Oh, Nimrod, the stars have shown us the imminent birth of a boy who will grow up incredibly fast and will begin to defame our idols, and then deprive your subjects of faith in you as a god, and, worse, will bring his celestial and will convince people that only his protégé is a real god!”

In this dramatic situation, Nimrod made the only right decision. He ordered that a special building be erected immediately, that all pregnant women from his domain be brought there without exception, and that the male newborns be killed as they came into the world. The king's decree was zealously carried out, and seventy thousand babies left the world without living a day.

Terach was silently present at the emergency royal counsel, and was therefore one of the first to learn of Nimrod's intention. After saying goodbye to the monarch and the sages, he hurried home to his pregnant wife Ematlai. In a closed wagon he took her outside Ur-Kasdim and hid her in a cave. Always loyal to
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