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Thank you for reading Whispering Tomatoes!

For more children’s books by Bill Alive, visit:

billalive.com/kids

[image: COVERS: More books by Bill Alive!]


Books by Bill Alive for Children



Picture Books



These picture books are all fully illustrated, and available both in paperback and as specially formatted ebooks. Unlike many ebook versions of picture books, you can read these books comfortably on a modern phone, tablet, or ebook reader. Enjoy!



How to Talk to a Rock



Julie and the Wishing Rock



The Shopping Mall Dragon



The Trapped Math Book



Whispering Tomatoes



Rosa’s Third Rhinoceros



Chapter Book



The Playground Queen






These books are available on all major online bookstores at:



billalive.com/kids



About the Author



Bill Alive has been writing stories since he was a young kid. He still has some of his first books that he made himself: first he wrote and illustrated them in crayon, then he sewed them together with yarn. (The sewing part might sound tricky, but back then, in Ancient Times, printer paper used to have little holes along the side. So this was easier than it sounds.)



Today, if your family has a sewing machine, you can sew your own books with a much nicer binding, as long as you don’t sew too many pages at once. Ask an adult to help, you’ll see.



Most of Bill’s published books so far have been for grownups, but he loves writing for kids. So you can look forward to more kids’ books from him in the future.



When he’s not writing, you might see Bill wheeling around on his adult-size kick scooter. (No really, he rides that thing almost every day.) He and his wife Beth have a big family with lots of kids, so he might play a role-playing card game with his teenage sons after dinner, then go upstairs to read a younger son a bedtime story.



Thank you for reading this book! See you next time…





Text-Only Version

Here is the plain text of this picture book, in case there was any trouble viewing the images.



Susan wants to whisper, “Abigail, please be my friend again.”

But if she does, everyone will hear.



“Any day now, Susie,” Tammy says.



It’s Tammy’s birthday party.

Everyone sits around on the orange carpet in Tammy’s bedroom.

They’re chatting and tossing around Tammy’s toy stuffed wolf.

But Susan knows they’re waiting for her.

She has to start the whisper game.



The game was Susan’s idea.

Abigail is Susan’s friend, but they had a fight four days ago. Now, Abigail still won’t talk to her.

Even at a party!



So Susan wants to sit next to Abigail in the whisper line.

Then Abigail will have to listen.



But Tammy puts Susan first in line.

Susan, Tammy, Roz, Flo…

… and Abigail last.



Now Abigail laughs at Flo’s jokes.



What can Susan say that only Abigail will understand?



“Start the game, Susan! Before the sun freezes!” Tammy says.

Susan gulps. She whispers, “The message is:

“Guffer DOES want to buy some tomatoes.”

“What?” Tammy says.



“Guffer’s my teddy bear,” Susan whispers. “Usually, he buys pretend tomatoes from Abigail’s bear. Her bear is a farmer bear.”

“So?” says Tammy.

“So last time we played, Abigail wanted five dollars a tomato!” Susan says. “She thought it was so funny. Guffer told her no way, and she got all mad.”

Tammy smirks.



“Just pass it on
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But Tammy puts Susan first in line. Susan, Tammy, Roz, Flo...
...and Abigail last.
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“I'm sorry, Abigail,” Susan
whispers. “I'll never say your
tomatoes are shriveled rocks
again.”

“And I'm sorry I didn't take your
first fifteen apologies,” Abigail
whispers back.
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“He's planting tomatoes,”
Abigail says. “For his friend
Guffer.

“Where?" Flo says.

“They’re pretend,” says
Abigail.

“Oh,” Flo says. “Terrific!”
Then she whispers, “The
message is...
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“Just pass it on!” Susan hisses.

Tammy's eyes narrow. “Hope I
heard you right,” she says.

Susan doesn’t like that.
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But Abigail hugs Susan.

“Forget it,” she says. “I've got
some fresh tomatoes over
here. Does Guffer want any?”

Susan smiles.

“T'll check,” she says.

The End
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Tammy whispers to Roz. “Here's
the message:

“This game is stupid.”

Roz has a rainbow shirt, and fifteen
barrettes in fifteen different colors.

“Got it,” says Roz. “Right. Got it.”

Roz whispers to Flo...
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Now Abigail laughs at Flo's jokes.
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Susan couldn’t hear what Flo
said to Abigail.

But Abigail looks shocked!
What did Flo tell her?
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Everyone else stares.

“Is this part of the
game?” Tammy yells.
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Susan wants to whisper, “Abigalil,
please be my friend again.”

“Any day now, Susie,” Tammy says.

But if she does, everyone will hear.
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Abigail stands. “Did you really
mean that?” she

She hesitates. says.

Slowly she walks...
towards Susan!

“Yes,” says Susan.

Her eyes are wet.
She looks
embarrassed,
and confused,
and surprised.
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It's Tammy's birthday party.

Everyone sits around on the

orange carpet in Tammy’'s But Susan knows they're
bedroom. waiting for her.
They're chatting and tossing She has to start the

around Tammy's toy stuffed whisper game.
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“Of course,” Abigail
says. “I did what Flo

said... |

“HUG SUE!"
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“Start the game, Susan! Before the
sun freezes!” Tammy says.

Susan gulps. She whispers, “The
message is:

“Guffer DOES want to buy some
tomatoes.”

“What?” Tammy says.
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Flo snorts.

“Well, that sounds boring,”
she says.

She turns to Abigail, who's
playing with a teddy bear.

“What's with the grizzly?” Flo
says.
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The game was Susan’s idea.

Abigail is Susan's friend, but

they had a fight four days ago.
Now, Abigail stillwon't talk to
her.

Even at a party!

So Susan wants to
sit next to Abigail
in the whisper line.

Then Abigail will
have to listen.
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Abigail hugs her.
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“Guffer's my teddy bear,” Susan
whispers. “Usually, he buys
pretend tomatoes from Abigail’s
bear. Her bear is a farmer bear.”

“So?” says Tammy.

“So last time we played, Abigail
wanted five dollars a tomato!”
Susan says. “She thought it was so
funny. Guffer told her no way, and
she got all mad”

Tammy smirks.
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“Flo!” Tammy shouts. She bonks
Roz with the toy stuffed wolf. “I
said, This game is stupid!”

“What?” Susan says. “Tammy!”






