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Welcome to ALADDIN QUIX!

If you are looking for fast, fun-to-read stories with colorful characters, lots of kid-friendly humor, easy-to-follow action, entertaining story lines, and lively illustrations, then ALADDIN QUIX is for you!

But wait, there’s more!

If you’re also looking for stories with tables of contents; word lists; about-the-book questions; 64, 80, or 96 pages; short chapters; short paragraphs; and large fonts, then ALADDIN QUIX is definitely for you!

ALADDIN QUIX: The next step between ready to reads and longer, more challenging chapter books, for readers five to eight years old.
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To Alex




Cast of Characters


	Poppy: Mergirl who is looking for the princess

	Aunt Bella: Poppy’s aunt

	Mrs. Fangtooth: Poppy’s neighbor

	Sam: Poppy’s younger brother

	Shelly: Mergirl playing in the mud

	Aqua: Poppy’s friend

	Freddie: Poppy’s friend

	Rosie: Poppy’s friend
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1 Meet Poppy

“Maybe just one more,” Poppy said. She plucked a sea lily from the ocean floor and added it to the pretty bouquet in her hand.

“How lovely,” Aunt Bella said from her seat on the porch.
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“Pretty enough for a princess,” their neighbor, Mrs. Fangtooth, told them. “Did you know that a princess lives in our city?”

“Really?” Poppy asked.

Mrs. Fangtooth nodded. “Yes, she’s an enchanting young lady. Although sometimes she is a bit too noisy. I just saw her in the park on my way home from the library.” Mrs. Fangtooth worked at the Trident City Library.

“May I go to the park, Aunt Bella?” Poppy asked, thinking it would be exciting to meet a princess. One of Poppy’s books showed a princess wearing a crown and waving to a crowd. Her fancy gown sparkled with jewels. She even had sparkles on her tail.
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What would it be like to be a princess? Surely everyone would be nice. Princesses could have candy for breakfast, lunch, and even dinner if they wanted! How fun would that be?

Aunt Bella tapped her chin with her green tail. Poppy wished she was more like her aunt. Lots of merpeople had green tails. No one had a bright yellow tail with strange swirls like Poppy’s!

“Here, these are for you.” Poppy pushed her bouquet into her aunt’s hands.

“All right, you may go,” Aunt Bella said. “But you must stay where I can see you.”

Poppy grinned. That was easy. Their house was across the street from the park. Aunt Bella lived with Poppy, her mom, and Sam, Poppy’s little brother.

“But…,” Aunt Bella added.

Uh-oh! Poppy didn’t like it when her aunt said “but.” It usually meant something bad.

“You must take Sam with you,” Aunt Bella said.

Oh no! That was bad. She liked her brother, but he liked nothing more than to get dirty, and he especially loved playing in the mud. Messy, yucky, not-princess-like mud.

“Do I have to?” Poppy asked.

“Yes, you do,” Aunt Bella told her.

Poppy nodded. It wouldn’t be easy finding a princess with a muddy little merboy tagging along. But that was exactly what she was going to do. No matter what!
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2 Mud Pies

Just as Poppy had suspected, Sam went right to the biggest mud puddle in the park. Splat! He plopped down and moved his tail back and forth. Soon he was coated with slime.
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“Ugh!” Poppy said. Why had Aunt Bella made her bring Sam today?

“Please make mud pies with me?” Sam asked. His three-year-old face looked so sweet that Poppy was tempted. After all, they made him so happy. They also made him very icky!

“You look like a mud pie yourself,” Poppy said with a giggle. Her brother was a mess! He even had muck on the top of his head. How had that happened?

“Please, Poppy, please!” Sam pleaded.

“Sam, I don’t want to get dirty,” Poppy told him, folding her arms over her tummy. What if she actually did meet the princess? She didn’t want to look like a wreck.

“I’ll make mud pies with you,” a mergirl who sat nearby said with a smile. She looked older than Poppy and had long red hair. Her clothes were already dirty, just like Sam’s.

Sam grinned. “Yay! Look how mushy gushy it is.”
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The mergirl laughed. It was mushy gushy. The gunk also dripped down Sam’s arm. He squeezed the blob in his hand, and mud squirted onto his face.

“Sam!” Poppy cried. “Don’t get that in your eyes. It’ll hurt!”

“Don’t worry, Poppy,” he said.

The red-haired mergirl plunked down beside Sam and began making slimy pies. “By the way, I’m Shelly. And I have an idea for what we can make next.”

Poppy floated a little away, trying to stay clear of the mess. She looked around at the crowded park. Merpeople sat on benches talking. Merkids played shell ball. Poppy smiled at some of her merfriends on the swings. Families passed Poppy, Shelly, and Sam on their way out of the park. Where could the princess be?

“Hi, Poppy!” Her merfriend Aqua swam over from the swing set. Two other merfriends, Freddie and Rosie, swam up beside her. “Come swing with us?”
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Poppy shook her head. “No, thanks. Mrs. Fangtooth said there was a princess in the park, and I want to meet her. And I can’t leave Sam.”

“What does the princess look like?” Rosie asked.

“I have no idea,” Poppy told her. “But I bet she would wear a crown, right?”

Poppy and her friends looked around. No one was wearing a crown, but maybe princesses didn’t wear glittery treasures to the park. If Poppy were a princess, she would wear a crown every day. She’d even wear it in the bathtub.
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“If I were a princess, I’d wear a sparkly dress. I’d never take it off!” Aqua said loudly. Poppy laughed, but wherever she looked, she didn’t see anyone wearing a fancy dress.

“And don’t princesses have to wave to people all the time?” Rosie asked.

Freddie frowned. “That sounds boring. And I sure don’t see anyone waving right now.”

“Maybe she already left,” Aqua said.

Had Poppy missed her?

Maybe Mrs. Fangtooth was wrong. Maybe the princess hadn’t come to the park after all.
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