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While this story is fictional, House Springs is an actual town. In the late 1700s, a man named Adam House settled on property that has a large spring. The area became known as House’s Spring, and eventually became known as House Springs. I can only imagine what the area was like in the 1800s, which is when this story takes place. I remember how I thought it was the ‘boonies’ when I first moved out to the area in 1983. It has grown quite a lot in the last thirty+ years. When I first moved out here, we didn’t have fast food restaurants. There were only small diners. My husband and I opened our own bakery, which we operated for a little over 18 years. I miss the bakery... or the baked goodies... and I also miss hanging out with the locals. It seems life has become more complicated and busier, even though we’ve got all the newfangled inventions to help make our lives easier. I’m not sure it’s working... 

Acknowledgement 

Whenever I am busy trying to get ironing done, running errands, or trying to make dinner around everyone’s schedule, I wonder how women used to do it before we had all the newfangled appliances. With hectic schedules, it is harder for us to indulge ourselves by getting buried in a good book. This is why I have decided to write this novelette series, so busy readers have the ability to read a short story while they are waiting to pick up a child, taking kids to the dentist or doctor, or just trying to catch a few moments of peace. The series consists of four novelettes about four brothers, and this is the follow up story, the story of their ma, so be sure to read them in order to follow the story from the beginning... until the end.
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Ma Kincaid has been a widow for nearly twelve years. She has four grown sons, all married. If you haven’t read the rest of the series yet, you can read a brief description of each book below before reading book 5, Husband of the Bride.

Jessie’s Bride ~ Book 1 

Jessie Kincaid doesn’t plan to follow in his three older brothers’ footsteps, which seems to include being bachelors. There might be twice as many men as women in their town, but there are still other ways to go about finding, or competing for a wife. 

Jessie begins writing Sarah Engle in hopes that she will become his mail order bride. Even though there are miles between them, he feels connected to her. He sends her money, along with a stagecoach ticket, to come see him so that they can be married. 

Not everyone is happy with their decision to wed. When the preacher said, till death do you part, did he mean literally? Can a mail order bride and her groom truly have a happily ever after ending? 

Montana’s Bride ~ Book 2 

Montana Kincaid figures if writing a mail order bride worked out so well for his youngest brother, why not try it himself? He’s made sure to ask all the right questions so he doesn’t end up with any of the surprises Jessie had. But life is often full of surprises—unfortunately, they’re not all good surprises! 

Mary Dobson lost her parents when she was still a child. Her aunt and uncle took her in to raise. Out of obligation, Mary corresponded with Calvin, a friend of theirs, but stopped writing him once she started receiving letters from Montana. Unsettled by a recent letter from Calvin, Mary decides it best that she join her fiancé, Montana, several months earlier than planned. 

Did runaway brides exist as early as the 1800s? Or is there more trouble brewing on the homestead? The Kincaids are not strangers to danger, but this time, will they lose a new addition to their family? 

Caleb’s Bride ~ Book 3 

Caleb Kincaid only planned on having a night on the town—playing poker. Ma never liked him gambling, and he was starting to understand why. Especially when he ends up winning a hand that will change his life. 

Naomi Hudson had hoped to become a mail order bride in order to get away from having to care for her family—namely her pa and two older brothers. But one night when Pa is drunk, he gambles away her hand in marriage. It seems that even an older fiancé isn’t totally interested in her, since he soon loses her to someone else. Doesn’t anyone want to marry her for who she is? Can Naomi find it in her heart to care for a man out of love, especially when he needs her most? 

Marshall’s Bride ~ Book 4 

Is Marshall Kincaid getting married? Maybe someone should have told him. 

Lizzie Neuman came to America filled with hopes and dreams for her and her husband. His unexpected death left her stranded in a new country. Not having anywhere to turn, she reluctantly responds to an ad for a mail order bride. 

Marshall never planned to marry. In his line of work, he had to worry about people he arrested in the past coming after him. He accepted the path he’d chosen when he agreed to become the sheriff. He never intended to put a wife or children in harm’s way. So when Lizzie shows up in town, claiming to be his fiancée, and holding some letters supposedly from him, it doesn’t take a genius to figure out something isn’t right. 

Who knew enough about Marshall to write such personal letters? Could this be an elaborate scheme to get revenge? Or is Lizzie the realization of a dream he never dared have? 

You can find books 1 through 4 here: www.susettewilliams.com 
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House Springs, Missouri –December of 1843

“Apple pie, Ma?” Strands of Naomi’s red hair brushed against Ma’s arm as she peeked around her shoulder. “You already have stew cooking and I’m pretty sure both of these are favorites of Doc. Any chance you’re trying to get him to stay around for dinner?”

Ma patted Naomi’s hand as she reached for some crumbs that dropped on the table. “Mind your own business and help me get these pies into the oven.”

Naomi chuckled and grabbed a pie. She followed Ma to the oven, opened it and put the pie in, then moved aside for Ma to slide her two pies in as well. “Just seems like an awful lot of pie.”

“Hmph.” Ma put the pies into the oven, closing the door with a little more force than she intended, causing it to make a loud thump. “If the man is going to come all the way out here and check on the girls, he might as well be fed a good meal for all his trouble.”

“Given the way I’ve seen him looking at you—it’s no trouble.”

“I’ve half a mind to wipe that smile off of your face.” Ma couldn’t help her curt tone. It irritated her that Naomi was reading things into the situation. “I would hope that all you girls learn the importance of being neighborly.”

“Is there a neighbor coming by?” Mary asked as she walked into the room, touching a hand to her brown hair in its tidy bun—always the perfectionist, prim and proper.

Ma hid the smile that threatened to come, content to let her daughter-in-law remain bewildered. Her sons had all married very different women. Mary never let anyone see the less than perfect side of her, even after she lost the child she was carrying two months earlier. If she was feeling any pain, she continued to keep her feelings to herself. Naomi on the other hand, seemed to be outspoken enough for the both of them. 

Her family was growing since Lizzie was due to have her baby in January, and Sarah’s baby would be there in the next three or four weeks, possibly in time for Christmas.

A knock sounded at the door.

“I will get it.” Ma frowned at her daughters-in-law. “The last thing I need is the two of you getting all school-girly on me and carrying on like you were delirious with a fever.”

Mary’s eyes widened and her mouth dropped. Granted the poor woman had no idea what Ma was referencing, but Ma had no intention of giving Naomi a chance to spread idle gossip either. Otherwise, Mary was sure to join in with the banter. 

When Ma opened the door, Doc tipped his hat. “Good afternoon, Ma. I’m here to check on Sarah. How’s she doing today?”

“She’s fine,” Ma said. “Think she is getting a mite bit nervous about the baby coming.” Ma stepped aside. “Won’t you come in?”

He did as instructed. Putting his medical bag on a table, he took off his coat and hat and hung them on the coat rack. 

Doc walked further into the room. “I see your other daughters, at least two of them, are also doing well.”

“For now.” Ma narrowed her gaze toward them. When Doc looked at her, she quickly smiled. She started down the hall. “Shall we head back to Sarah’s room?”

Chuckling, Doc followed her. “I take it your daughters-in-law are trying your patience?”

“Something like that.” Ma stopped outside Sarah’s door and knocked. She waited for a response before entering.

Sarah was sitting in a wooden rocker, crocheting a blanket for the baby. Hopefully she would have it finished in time. Ma didn’t have the ability to help Sarah because she didn’t know how to crochet, although Naomi had tried to teach her when she helped Sarah and the other girls learn. It had been enough for her to learn to use the sewing machine that the boys had bought for her for her birthday a couple years ago—her fingers weren’t accustomed to doing dainty stuff with fancy needles and looping yarn. 

“Doc’s here to see how you and the baby are doing.” Ma moved aside for him to enter Sarah and Jessie’s room. “I’m going to see what is taking Lizzie so long. She went out
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