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  About the Author & Artist
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Joanne Lee loves art  with all her heart, working as a school art teacher during the day and illustrating different stories at night.

      [image: image-placeholder]M.M. Elmendorf Hopson is a passionate explorer and dreamer. She has been a researcher and copyeditor, contributing pastiche and original writing to creative anthologies showcasing classic literature and historical drama. She has also taught various subjects, including history, geography, psychology, world religion, literature, and creative writing. She is a full-time freelance contractor specializing in writing, editing, formatting, and researching, offering these services to other indie authors through Ford Mountain Publishing, LLC.  
D.B. Hopson assisted in creating this storybook by coordinating activity page artwork. D.B. Hopson wants you to know he was the first student in his kindergarten class to master shoe tying! And he hasn’t stopped running since. If you spot him, be sure to inquire about the speed-enhancing abilities of his shoes. 
M.M.E. Hopson and her husband, D.B. Hopson, split their time between East Asia and the United States. 

      [image: image-placeholder]If you enjoy this story and are eager to read more, please consider leaving a review on any preferred book-sharing platform.  
Follow M.M.E. Hopson and Joanne Lee on their social media accounts to stay updated on projects. We appreciate you for sharing this story with your family and friends and wish you a future filled with adventure and joy!
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To all who strive, fail, and try again. There's beauty to behold at every step of your journey.








  
  Introduction
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Inside this book are chapters detailing Kella's adventure, the origins behind the story, and details about the author, artist, and storytelling as a whole. Readers can use intermittent blank pages to create their own stories or responses to Kella's story. 
There is also a list of activities to do with family and friends at the end of the ebook and further activity pages in the print version of this book, including coloring pages, math puzzles, mazes, word searches, and secret message scrambles. 
We hope you enjoy the experience of reading this book and playing through the activities together. 
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  Foreword
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This is the second in a series of dragon-centric children’s stories. Each tale unfolds in a unique location around the world, and each story reflects that region in its story and characters. Each story was crafted with a specific goal: to help the reader/listener wrestle through the sometimes difficult or confusing elements of growing up. 
Refer to the map below for guidance on this story’s location:
[image: image-placeholder]
Kella and the Sky Dances is a story about a young jungle dragon who faces challenges in maintaining consistent habits and following through on her resolutions. The book also highlights the importance of kindness, sharing, and the qualities of a good and supportive friend. I hope you find Kella’s story inspiring and enjoyable.






  
  Kella the Half-living
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The Initiation


An extraordinary lake lies in the northwestern jungles of South America. Before it spills into the Caribbean Sea, Lake Maracaibo is the ending point of the Catatumbo River. A spectacular phenomenon occurs here, where the lake and river combine in a liquid ballet. The phenomenon is known as "the everlasting storm" because, up to 300 nights a year, the skies over the waters light up with hundreds of lightning bolts of various colors, shapes, and sizes, flashing vibrant energy trails across the dark heavens.  
While experts can scientifically explain why the Catatumbo Lightning occurs, those with a sense of awe and curiosity may prefer the story of the Verdantmaw Sky Dances.
Verdantmaw are four-winged dragons with long, snake-like feathered bodies and colorful feathered fringes on their necks (some Verdantmaw may also have horns, but these are quite rare). Approximately the size of an adult jaguar, their preferred diet is venomous snakes and frogs, with the toxins of their food being collected in a special gullet sac that they may then use to spit if threatened by predators. 
Verdantmaws range from blue to orange, violet to crimson, and green to yellow. While they can have more than two colors, no one has ever been known to have all three in living memory. With two bird-like feet and a snake-like mouth in their adult form, Verdantmaws resemble their avian cousins far more than their reptilian ones, making them decidedly different from European dragons or Scandinavian wyverns. 
Verdantmaws are born with greyish-black downy feathers and a sharp beak, both of which they need to shed before developing their larger, colored flight feathers and fully developing the sharp serpentine jaws of their adult-form mouth. When young, Verdantmaws remain close to their elders for protection and can only hop and run along the jungle floor. 
The Verdantmaws live a nomadic, secretive life in clan groups. Although they are typically non-aggressive towards their own kind, they tend to shy away from most others in the jungle, especially humans. If given the opportunity to make an acquaintance with a neighboring jungle animal, most Verdantmaw bypass such an opportunity with nay an inner eyelid blink. This makes them potentially the shyest of all dragons, or it could just be that they don’t like unexpected company, which is far more common now that they live on the jungle floor. 
In ancient times, the first Verdantmaw dragons lived atop the mysterious tepui, those gigantic plateaus that extend into the clouds above the jungle canopy. Living on these isolated mountaintops, they had few predators and lived a secluded life as flightless creatures. However, no living Verdantmaw today remembers why or when they descended into the jungle. But when they did, they dropped through the watery veil of a mighty waterfall at the edge of the tepui, and their wings grew in strength. 
By the time they reached the jungle canopy, they could fly. The Verdantmaw are unsure if flight feathers were bestowed upon them due to an element in the water exclusively present in that majestic cascade or if any waterfall would serve the purpose. Yet, for centuries, young Verdantmaw have taken their first flights through the mists of this waterfall.
This final growth stage into their flight-ready form is an arduous and risky process for the Verdantmaw. According to their legends, the first Verdantmaw to achieve flight did it alone. This tradition continues, and when a young Verdantmaw is ready to go through the final growth stage, they take a solitary journey to the chosen tepui. To protect themselves from predators during this growth stage, they must reach the top of the tepui before losing their only defense: downy feathers and sharp beaks. 
Looking much like plucked chickens with loose, sagging beaks in this very last stage, the Verdantmaw grow their flight feathers rapidly but must make it through the waterfall’s mist for the feathers to unfurl properly. Unfortunately, some foolish Verdantmaw never attempt to climb the tepui or descend through the waters, be it out of fear, frustration, or distraction. These Verdantmaws who do not complete the growth process fall prey to jungle predators, having never developed sealed flight feathers, resulting in useless wings and half-lives on the jungle floor.
Kella’s parents feared she might become one such Verdantmaw.
Young Kella lived in a clan group beside the lake’s serene waters. Kella had a habit of trying many things, but never sticking to one long enough to complete it. Because of this, Kella’s parents were concerned that she might end up as a half-living Verdantmaw. Although she was not a disobedient Verdantmaw, her parents were worried about her lack of focus and frequent distractions. They cautioned that when it was time for her shedding process, she needed to follow through, or it might lead to a half-life or, even worse, death.
Like most youngsters, Kella would listen to her parents and nod in agreement, but she wouldn’t always fully absorb their wisdom. She was one of those curious and adventurous young souls who believed she would be ready when the time was right without making any effort beforehand. For now, she preferred to explore the world, try out new things, chase after shiny objects, and indulge in exciting experiences. 
While her parents admired her adventurous spirit and encouraged her inquisitiveness, they also worried about her tendency to dabble in everything without committing fully to any one thing. They feared that this attitude of being an expert in nothing but trying everything would eventually lead Kella to significant pain so much so that her parents warned Kella yet again on the day of her departure. 
“Make sure you get to the top of the tepui before your downy feathers molt, and your beak breaks off. If you wait too long, it will be too hazardous for you. You won’t have the strength, nor will you be safe.”
Kella nodded her feathery head, chirped affectionately at her parents, and left. She had heard these warnings many times before and felt confident she knew what to do. Although she struggled to finish things, there was one goal she had always wanted to achieve: taking part in the sky dances. 
These sky dances occurred every night over the lake near Kella’s home. The different Verdantmaw clans celebrated successful growth and new matches and remembered the lives of the elder Verdantmaw by taking to the skies together and dancing out their passion and joy. In a spectacular display of colored light, the Verdantmaw would dart and soar across the sky, their feathers reflecting the moonlight and the air resonating with the power of their synchronized dance.
Kella didn’t want to spend her life as a half-living Verdantmaw, forever hopping around the jungle floor. She longed to become a sky dancer like the others, and for the first time, she felt determined to see it through to the end.
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