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Trail Finder

Note: Hikes are listed from easiest to most difficult.


Best Hikes to Backcountry Lakes


	3. Grizzly Lake

	5. Harlequin Lake

	7. Ice Lake

	13. Grebe Lake

	19. Cache Lake

	23. Crevice Lake

	24. Cygnet Lakes

	26. Crescent Lake

	28. Sportsman Lake

	30. The Gallatin Skyline

	33. Chain of Lakes

	37. Trout Lake

	39. Lost Lake

	41. Ribbon Lake

	52. Cascade Lake

	54. Clear Lake Loop

	55. Wrangler Lake

	66. Wapiti Lake

	69. Mary Mountain Trail

	74. Riddle Lake

	75. Robinson Lake

	77. Mallard Lake

	81. Beula Lake

	82. Bechler Short Loop

	83. Summit Lake

	85. Shoshone Lake

	86. Lewis Channel Loop

	90. Falls River Basin

	92. Buffalo Lake

	97. Turbid Lake

	99. Fern Lake

	100. The Thorofare and the South Boundary Trail

	101. Yellowstone Lake to Heart Lake

	103. Heart Lake

	105. Heart Lake Loop

	106. Heart Lake and the Snake River

	107. Heart Lake and the Two Ocean Plateau




Best Hikes to Waterfalls


	2. Wraith Falls

	7. Ice Lake

	8. Little Gibbon Falls

	16. Osprey Falls

	36. Black Canyon of the Yellowstone

	40. Tower Fall

	42. Canyon Rim South

	43. Canyon Rim North

	44. Brink of the Lower Falls

	70. Mystic Falls

	71. Fairy Falls

	87. Union Falls

	89. Bechler River

	92. Buffalo Lake

	95. Natural Bridge




Best Hikes in Alpine Country


	25. Sky Rim

	26. Crescent Lake

	27. Big Horn Peak

	28. Sportsman Lake

	30. The Gallatin Skyline

	31. Fawn Pass

	32. Bighorn Pass

	45. The Thunderer

	50. Mount Washburn

	59. Bliss Pass

	61. Specimen Ridge

	63. Buffalo Plateau

	65. Dunraven Pass to Canyon

	88. Pitchstone Plateau

	100. The Thorofare and the South Boundary Trail

	102. Two Ocean Loop

	107. Heart Lake and the Two Ocean Plateau




Best Hikes along Streams


	1. Bacon Rind Creek

	9. Fan Creek

	10. Upper Gallatin River

	11. Gneiss Creek

	15. Solfatara Creek

	21. Lava Creek Canyon

	22. Rescue Creek

	28. Sportsman Lake

	36. Black Canyon of the Yellowstone

	38. Yellowstone River Picnic Area Trail

	47. Garnet Hill

	49. Tower Creek

	51. Sevenmile Hole

	56. Alum Creek

	57. Pebble Creek

	58. Slough Creek

	60. Lamar River

	64. Bull Mountain Loop

	67. Mist Creek Pass

	69. Mary Mountain Trail

	78. Nez Perce Creek

	79. Lone Star Geyser

	82. Bechler Short Loop

	84. Fairy Creek

	86. Lewis Channel Loop

	89. Bechler River

	90. Falls River Basin

	91. Bechler Meadows

	99. Fern Lake

	100. The Thorofare and the South Boundary Trail

	102. Two Ocean Loop

	106. Heart Lake and the Snake River

	107. Heart Lake and the Two Ocean Plateau

	108. Snake River Loop




Best Hikes to Thermal Areas


	4. Artists Paintpots

	6. The Hoodoos

	14. Monument Geyser Basin

	46. Cache Creek and Wahb Springs

	51. Sevenmile Hole

	54. Clear Lake Loop

	65. Dunraven Pass to Canyon

	66. Wapiti Lake

	72. Upper Geyser Basin

	76. Sentinel and Imperial Meadows

	79. Lone Star Geyser

	84. Fairy Creek

	85. Shoshone Lake

	88. Pitchstone Plateau

	97. Turbid Lake

	99. Fern Lake

	103. Heart Lake

	105. Heart Lake Loop

	106. Heart Lake and the Snake River

	108. Snake River Loop




Best Really Flat Trails


	1. Bacon Rind Creek

	5. Harlequin Lake

	7. Ice Lake

	9. Fan Creek

	10. Upper Gallatin River

	11. Gneiss Creek

	13. Grebe Lake

	24. Cygnet Lakes

	33. Chain of Lakes

	41. Ribbon Lake

	42. Canyon Rim South

	43. Canyon Rim North

	52. Cascade Lake

	54. Clear Lake Loop

	55. Wrangler Lake

	56. Alum Creek

	70. Mystic Falls

	71. Fairy Falls

	72. Upper Geyser Basin

	74. Riddle Lake

	75. Robinson Lake

	76. Sentinel and Imperial Meadows

	78. Nez Perce Creek

	79. Lone Star Geyser

	81. Beula Lake

	82. Bechler Short Loop

	86. Lewis Channel Loop

	91. Bechler Meadows

	94. Storm Point

	101. Yellowstone Lake to Heart Lake




Best Base Camp Options


	13. Grebe Lake

	26. Crescent Lake

	48. Hellroaring Creek

	63. Buffalo Plateau

	64. Bull Mountain Loop

	66. Wapiti Lake

	82. Bechler Short Loop

	85. Shoshone Lake

	88. Pitchstone Plateau

	91. Bechler Meadows

	99. Fern Lake

	103. Heart Lake




Best Hikes to Mountaintops


	12. Purple Mountain

	17. Bunsen Peak

	27. Big Horn Peak

	29. Electric Peak

	34. Mount Holmes

	50. Mount Washburn

	53. Observation Peak

	61. Specimen Ridge

	65. Dunraven Pass to Canyon

	80. Divide Mountain

	98. Avalanche Peak

	104. Mount Sheridan




Best Overnight Backpacking Trips


	3. Grizzly Lake

	7. Ice Lake

	9. Fan Creek

	10. Upper Gallatin River

	11. Gneiss Creek

	13. Grebe Lake

	21. Lava Creek Canyon

	22. Rescue Creek

	23. Crevice Lake

	25. Sky Rim

	26. Crescent Lake

	28. Sportsman Lake

	30. The Gallatin Skyline

	33. Chain of Lakes

	34. Mount Holmes

	36. Black Canyon of the Yellowstone

	41. Ribbon Lake

	46. Cache Creek and Wahb Springs

	48. Hellroaring Creek

	51. Sevenmile Hole

	52. Cascade Lake

	53. Observation Peak

	54. Clear Lake Loop

	55. Wrangler Lake

	57. Pebble Creek

	58. Slough Creek

	59. Bliss Pass

	60. Lamar River

	62. Agate Creek

	63. Buffalo Plateau

	64. Bull Mountain Loop

	65. Dunraven Pass to Canyon

	66. Wapiti Lake

	67. Mist Creek Pass

	75. Robinson Lake

	76. Sentinel and Imperial Meadows

	77. Mallard Lake

	81. Beula Lake

	82. Bechler Short Loop

	83. Summit Lake

	84. Fairy Creek

	85. Shoshone Lake

	86. Lewis Channel Loop

	87. Union Falls

	88. Pitchstone Plateau

	89. Bechler River

	90. Falls River Basin

	91. Bechler Meadows

	92. Buffalo Lake

	100. The Thorofare and the South Boundary Trail

	101. Yellowstone Lake to Heart Lake

	102. Two Ocean Loop

	103. Heart Lake

	105. Heart Lake Loop

	106. Heart Lake and the Snake River

	107. Heart Lake and the Two Ocean Plateau

	108. Snake River Loop




Trails to Avoid if You Don’t Want to See Lots of Horses


	9. Fan Creek

	10. Upper Gallatin River

	28. Sportsman Lake

	31. Fawn Pass

	32. Bighorn Pass

	46. Cache Creek and Wahb Springs

	47. Garnet Hill

	60. Lamar River

	100. The Thorofare and the South Boundary Trail




Trails to Avoid if You Don’t Like Fording Big Streams


	10. Upper Gallatin River

	32. Bighorn Pass

	36. Black Canyon of the Yellowstone (can be avoided with short detour)

	55. Wrangler Lake

	61. Specimen Ridge

	67. Mist Creek Pass

	85. Shoshone Lake

	87. Union Falls

	89. Bechler River

	90. Falls River Basin

	91. Bechler Meadows

	92. Buffalo Lake

	100. The Thorofare and the South Boundary Trail

	101. Yellowstone Lake to Heart Lake

	102. Two Ocean Loop

	105. Heart Lake Loop

	106. Heart Lake and the Snake River

	107. Heart Lake and the Two Ocean Plateau

	108. Snake River Loop




Trails to Avoid if You Don’t Want to See Lots of People


	17. Bunsen Peak

	37. Trout Lake

	40. Tower Fall

	42. Canyon Rim South

	43. Canyon Rim North

	44. Brink of the Lower Falls

	50. Mount Washburn

	51. Sevenmile Hole

	52. Cascade Lake

	58. Slough Creek

	60. Lamar River

	70. Mystic Falls

	71. Fairy Falls

	72. Upper Geyser Basin

	89. Lone Star Geyser

	93. Pelican Creek Nature Trail

	94. Storm Point

	95. Natural Bridge

	96. Elephant Back Mountain

	103. Heart Lake



The Author’s Favorites

For Photography


	25. Sky Rim

	28. Sportsman Lake

	30. The Gallatin Skyline

	34. Mount Holmes

	42. Canyon Rim South

	43. Canyon Rim North

	50. Mount Washburn

	61. Specimen Ridge

	89. Bechler River

	104. Mount Sheridan




For Fishing


	33. Chain of Lakes

	37. Trout Lake

	58. Slough Creek

	60. Lamar River

	85. Shoshone Lake

	86. Lewis Channel Loop

	89. Bechler River

	100. The Thorofare and the South Boundary Trail

	101. Yellowstone Lake to Heart Lake

	105. Heart Lake Loop




For High-Altitude Scenery


	25. Sky Rim

	29. Electric Peak

	30. The Gallatin Skyline

	34. Mount Holmes

	63. Buffalo Plateau

	98. Avalanche Peak

	104. Mount Sheridan




For Wildlife


	11. Gneiss Creek

	31. Fawn Pass

	56. Alum Creek

	58. Slough Creek

	61. Specimen Ridge

	63. Buffalo Plateau

	68. Hayden Valley

	69. Mary Mountain Trail

	100. The Thorofare and the South Boundary Trail




For Wildflowers


	50. Mount Washburn

	57. Pebble Creek

	61. Specimen Ridge

	63. Buffalo Plateau

	68. Hayden Valley

	91. Bechler Meadows




For an Easy Day Hike


	38. Yellowstone River Picnic Area Trail

	40. Tower Fall

	42. Canyon Rim South

	43. Canyon Rim North

	50. Mount Washburn

	52. Cascade Lake

	70. Mystic Falls

	72. Upper Geyser Basin

	74. Riddle Lake

	81. Beula Lake

	94. Storm Point




For a Moderate Day Hike


	9. Fan Creek

	10. Upper Gallatin River

	16. Osprey Falls

	19. Cache Lake

	20. Beaver Ponds

	46. Cache Creek and Wahb Springs

	51. Sevenmile Hole

	54. Clear Lake Loop

	78. Nez Perce Creek

	82. Bechler Short Loop




For a Long, Hard Day Hike


	25. Sky Rim

	27. Big Horn Peak

	31. Fawn Pass

	32. Bighorn Pass

	34. Mount Holmes

	36. Black Canyon of the Yellowstone

	61. Specimen Ridge

	63. Buffalo Plateau

	65. Dunraven Pass to Canyon

	68. Hayden Valley

	69. Mary Mountain Trail




For the First Night in the Wilderness


	7. Ice Lake

	46. Cache Creek and Wahb Springs

	48. Hellroaring Creek

	52. Cascade Lake

	81. Beula Lake

	85. Shoshone Lake




For a Moderate Overnighter


	13. Grebe Lake

	22. Rescue Creek

	23. Crevice Lake

	51. Sevenmile Hole

	57. Pebble Creek

	82. Bechler Short Loop

	91. Bechler Meadows

	103. Heart Lake




For a True Wilderness Adventure


	28. Sportsman Lake

	30. The Gallatin Skyline

	63. Buffalo Plateau

	89. Bechler River

	99. Fern Lake

	100. The Thorofare and the South Boundary Trail

	101. Yellowstone Lake to Heart Lake

	102. Two Ocean Loop

	107. Heart Lake and the Two Ocean Plateau

	108. Snake River Loop




For Thermal Areas


	46. Cache Creek and Wahb Springs

	54. Clear Lake Loop

	72. Upper Geyser Basin

	76. Sentinel and Imperial Meadows

	79. Lone Star Geyser

	85. Shoshone Lake

	103. Heart Lake




For a Good Chance of Seeing a Bear


	31. Fawn Pass

	32. Bighorn Pass

	58. Slough Creek

	65. Dunraven Pass to Canyon

	68. Hayden Valley

	69. Mary Mountain Trail

	100. The Thorofare and the South Boundary Trail




For a Really Flat Trail


	9. Fan Creek

	10. Upper Gallatin River

	33. Chain of Lakes

	52. Cascade Lake

	72. Upper Geyser Basin

	74. Riddle Lake

	78. Nez Perce Creek

	79. Lone Star Geyser

	91. Bechler Meadows

	101. Yellowstone Lake to Heart Lake




For a Base Camp


	26. Crescent Lake

	91. Bechler Meadows

	99. Fern Lake

	103. Heart Lake
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Backcountry Campsites, Northwest

These campsites serve backpacking trips in the northwest section of the park and are on the Mammoth Hot Springs Trails Illustrated map. Stock party–only or boat-only sites are not included.


Please keep in mind that the rating serves as a general guide only. We visited most of these campsites only once, and it might have been an especially good or especially bad day. For example, campsites clouded with bugs in July may be bug-free in September, and campsites without a view on a rainy day might have a good view on a clear one.


Some campsites allow campfires; all campsites have bear poles.


Gneiss Creek: Campsite WA1 (3*) is a private (300 yards south of trail), mixed site. There are plenty of tent sites, an accessible water source, and a good view out over the meadows along Gneiss Creek. In July expect to share this campsite with millions of mosquitoes. Closed until July.


Bighorn Pass: Campsite WB1 (5*) is a private, hiker-only campsite located on a bench above the Gallatin River on the south side of the huge meadow across from the Fawn Pass Cutoff Trail. A delightful site about a quarter-mile walk across a huge meadow from the trail. Great view, plenty of tent sites, and an easily accessible water source (the river). Firewood is sparse.


Campsites WB3 and WB4 are stock-only sites, but the National Park Service will sometimes allow hikers to stay at these sites if they haven’t been reserved and the other two sites are taken. Ask about getting one of these campsites. You might see campsite WB5 on older maps, but the NPS eliminated that site in 1995.


Campsite WB6 (4*) is a fairly private, hiker-only site with a good water source and a nice view across the big meadows lining the Upper Gallatin River. Good tent sites. No off-trail travel is permitted from this campsite.


Fan Creek: Campsite WC2 (5*) is the only hiker-only campsite in Fan Creek. It’s almost private (about 75 yards off-trail) and has a fantastic view from the food area, which is on a small bench overlooking the expansive meadows along Fan Creek—great for wildlife viewing. Excellent tent sites, but it’s a short walk to water.


Campsites WC3 and WC4 are reserved for stock parties only, which is too bad because it would be much more convenient to camp a mile or two earlier when hiking from Sportsman Lake. However, the NPS sometimes allows hikers to stay at WC3 or WC4. You can request these campsites the morning you leave for the trailhead, but they can’t be reserved in advance.


East Fork of Specimen Creek: Campsite WD1 (2*) is not in the big meadow along the trail as shown on some maps; it was moved in 1995. Now it’s on the north side of the trail and tucked back in the trees just west of the East Fork of Specimen Creek. This is a private (200 yards off-trail), hiker-only site with a good water source (East Fork) but no view.


Sportsman Lake: Campsite WD2 (3*) is a poor cousin to WD3. It’s a mixed site that gets heavy use from stock parties, and the view isn’t nearly as nice as from WD3. There’s a good water source and lots of tent sites. No off-trail travel is permitted from the campsite.


Campsite WD3 (5*) is an excellent, but difficult to find, campsite. It’s on the northeast side of the big meadow below Sportsman Lake. (Right after you cross the stream, you might see an old campsite—that’s not WD3.) From this private, hiker-only site you get a great view of the lake and the massive mountain meadow where you’re likely to see moose. There’s a good water source and plenty of tent sites safely removed from the food area.


High Lake: Campsite WD4 (5*) is a hiker-only site near the outlet of High Lake. It has limited tent sites and marginal privacy, but the view is so fabulous that staying here is a rare delight. You can sit in the food area and watch the cutthroats nail flies on the surface of the lake. There’s a good water source, but no campfires are permitted.


Campsite WD5 (2*) is a difficult-to-find mixed private site on the west end of High Lake, about 300 yards from the trail. There is no discernible trail to the site, so go to the west end of the lake and head across the marshy inlet area and up the steep slope on the other side of the lake. It’s in a flat area on the other side of the hill. There’s no view of the lake, and it’s a long walk to water. Good tent sites, but no campfires are permitted.


If you can’t get campsite WD4 or WD5, you can camp outside the park in the Custer Gallatin National Forest along a short section of trail just south of High Lake. You’d have to haul water from the lake, but you could have a campfire.


North Fork of Specimen Creek: Campsite WE1 (4*) is a mixed site right along the trail with no privacy, but it has everything else—a great view up the North Fork of Specimen Creek, a good water source, and plenty of tent sites.


Campsite WE4 (3*) isn’t in the location shown on some maps. It’s about three-quarters of a mile west of the Shelf Lake Trail junction on the north side of the trail—only 20 feet from the trail. No privacy, but there’s a good water source. Plenty of tent sites and a fair view of a small meadow along the North Fork of Specimen Creek with Meldrum Mountain as a backdrop.


Crescent Lake: Campsite WE6 (4*) is between Crescent Lake and the trail (and close to both) at the west end of the lake near the outlet. This hiker-only site has a great view of the lake (where you can easily get water). Limited tent sites, and one commonly used tent site is too close to the food area and bear pole. It’s better to use one of the tent sites above the trail.


Shelf Lake: If you decide to camp at Shelf Lake, you’ll be treated with two extraordinary hiker-only campsites. Campsite WE5 (5*) is on the northeast side of the lake on a little bench overlooking the lake about 300 yards off the trail in a little grove of subalpine fir and whitebark pine to protect your camp from the elements—a big issue since you’re camping at 9,200 feet. Campfires can be quite damaging at campsites above or near timberline, and the NPS rightfully prohibits them at Shelf Lake.


Campsite WE7 (5*) is on the northwest side of the lake and is similar to WE5 but less protected from weather. Both Shelf Lake campsites have limited tent sites and outstanding views, but be prepared for high-altitude weather. The lake serves as an easy water source for both campsites.


Black Butte Creek: Campsite WF1 (4*) is a private, mixed site about a quarter mile off the trail with a decent view of a small meadow. There’s a good water source—Black Butte Creek, which you ford just before the campsite.


Dailey Creek: Campsite WF2 (3*) is a mixed site right along the trail with little privacy. Be alert, because it’s easy to walk right by this seldom-used campsite without noticing the sign on a tree away from the trail. Look for this site just east of the Teepee Creek junction, not west of it as shown on some maps. Good water source (Dailey Creek) and tent sites. A fair view of the meadows along Dailey Creek. Firewood is sparse.


Crevice Lake: Campsite 1A1 (3*) is a not-so-private, mixed site right next to Blacktail Creek and the trail. It lies among aspen and Engelmann spruce, and the steep slopes of the valley limit the view. Good water source; adequate tent sites.


Rescue Creek: Campsite 1A2 (5*) is one of the best campsite locations in the park. You can sit in camp as the sun goes down and look down the valley and up the ridge without obstruction. The private, hikers-only campsite is about 300 yards across the valley and appears to receive low use. The food area is on the edge of a meadow, with the opportunity to watch wildlife from the comfort of a warm fire. Plenty of room for tents. Lots of firewood. Good water access (10 feet from food area).


Lava Creek Canyon: Campsite 1A3 (3*) is a hiker-only site limited to small parties, but it still shows signs of heavy use. It has shade, a good water source, and a decent view. No campfires permitted.


Bighorn Pass Trail: Campsite 1B1 (1*) is one of the least-desirable campsites in the park. The hiker-only site is located right along the trail in an unprotected, heavily burned area less than 1 mile from the trailhead. Limited tent sites; a short walk to get water.


Grizzly Lake: Campsite 1C2 is slightly nicer than 1C1, but 1C1 is closer to the lake. Both of these hiker-only sites have readily accessible water sources (Straight Creek). Like Grizzly Lake itself, the forest around both campsites has been heavily burned.


Campsite 1C1 (3*) is right along the trail less than a half mile north of Grizzly Lake. You can enjoy a view along Straight Creek, but the site is fairly exposed and lacks privacy.


Campsite 1C2 (3*) is about 1 mile from the lake. It’s farther from the trail and has a nicer view than 1C1 over a flatwater section of Straight Creek.


Winter Creek: Campsite 1C4 (3*) is a not-so-private, mixed site on the south side of the trail less than a quarter mile east of the Winter Creek patrol cabin. Plenty of tent sites, good water source, and a fair view out into the meadow.


Campsite 1C5 (1*) is a private, mixed site more often used by stock parties than 1C4. It’s a good half-mile hike through a marshy meadow to the difficult-to-find site. Look for a sign immediately after crossing Winter Creek (after the patrol cabin), and head to the far south side of the meadow (no defined trail). Regrettably this site was located back in the timber instead of on the edge of the meadow, where you could watch wildlife, and it’s a long haul from water. Marginal tent sites.


Upper Gardner River: Campsite 1G3 (3*) would have a great view if the food area was moved slightly to the west; then you could sit in camp and look out over a beautiful meadow, split by the Upper Gardner River, and see Electric Peak in the background. But the present food area offers no view. This private (300 yards off the trail), hiker-only site has adequate tent sites and a fairly accessible water source (the Gardner River, about 100 yards from camp). One of the traditionally used tent sites is too close to the bear pole; don’t camp there.


Campsite 1G4 (4*) is similar to 1G3 (private, hiker-only) but has a better view (although you still can’t see Electric Peak). Good tent sites and water source (about 25 feet to the Gardner River).


Fawn Pass: Campsite 1F2 (4*) is a private, hiker-only site 150 yards north of the trail about a half mile west of the Fawn Creek and on a bench above Fawn Creek. Excellent tent sites. Regrettably 1F2 isn’t located in one of several nearby locations where you could see Electric Peak with the Fawn Creek Valley in the foreground like you can from the trail.


Campsite 1G2 (5*) is a private, hiker-only site just north of the trail on the east bank of the Gardner River. Good view, tent sites, and water source.


Black Canyon of the Yellowstone: Campsite 1R1 (5*) is a charming mixed site right on the bank of the Yellowstone River and about 200 yards off-trail with plenty of tent sites. The bear pole is on a steep slope, making hanging food difficult. Good water source, but no campfires are permitted.


Campsite 1R2 (5*) is a hiker-only site very similar to 1R1. No campfires.


Campsite 1R3 (4*) is a mixed site along Little Cottonwood Creek on a bench far above the Yellowstone River with plenty of tent sites but close enough to the trail to make it only semiprivate. Great view of the open country above the river from the food area, and you should be able to see elk from camp—and maybe some wolves chasing them. If you’re an angler, you might not like this campsite because it’s a steep climb down to the river. A good choice for a large party. No campfires are permitted.


Campsite 1Y1 (5*) is the westernmost, near-perfect campsite on this trip, although the trail is a little too close to the site for complete privacy. Great view, easy water source (the river), good tent sites—even a little beach formed by the still-water pool just below a big rapids. No campfires are permitted.


Campsite 1Y2 (4*) has everything but privacy. The trail actually goes between the tent sites and bear pole. The hiker-only site has a sensational view of the rapids starting just below camp. The high water deposited fresh sand on the tent sites, which makes the ground so soft you won’t notice if you forgot your sleeping pad. Good water source, but no campfires are permitted.


Campsite 1Y4 (5*) is a private, hiker-only site along a slow section of the river just above Knowles Falls. Great view and excellent tent sites. Good water source, but no campfires are permitted.


Campsite 1Y5 (4*) is a private, hiker-only site right along the river. Limited tent sites; might be a marginal choice for a party with more than two tents. Good water source and view, but no campfires. Campsites 1Y5, 1Y7, and 1Y9 are similar.


Campsite 1Y6 (3*) is the first hiker-only campsite on the spur trail, about 0.3 mile from the Blacktail Creek Trail on the south side of the river over the suspension bridge. Private site in sparse juniper and Douglas fir with a good view of the river. Good water source. Adequate tent sites. No campfires.


Campsite 1Y7 (4*) is similar to 1Y5—a private, mixed site along the river with a special tent site under a big Douglas fir. Good view and water source.


Campsite 1Y8 (4*) is the second hiker-only campsite on the spur trail, about 0.8 mile from the main trail on the south side of the river. It’s more open and has a better view than 1Y6. Very private and appears to receive lighter use than 1Y6. Good water source and tent sites. No campfires.


Campsite 1Y9 (5*) is another great campsite right along the river with privacy, lots of good tent sites, an easy water source, and a great view. No campfires.


Also see the Crevice Lake campsite listed earlier.


Ice Lake: Campsite 4D1 (4*) is a hiker-only site on the south side of the trail at the west end of Ice Lake. It has a good view and an easy water source. Limited tent sites and little privacy (right along the trail).


Campsite 4D2 (5*) is a private, hiker-only site on a bench above the east end of Ice Lake with good tent sites and easy access to water. Good view of the lake.


Campsite 4D3 (5*) is one of two backcountry campsites (OD5 is the second) in Yellowstone accessible by wheelchair. This private, hiker-only site has a good view of the lake, good tent sites, and, believe it or not, a luxurious outdoor privy. Available only to people with special needs.


Cascade Lake: Campsite 4E2 (1*) is a private, hiker-only site on the north side of the trail just west of Cascade Lake. It’s tucked away in the trees, with no view, on a steep hillside with only one good tent site, which is probably why it’s limited to small groups of no more than four people. Parties with two tents will have a hard time finding another tent site. It’s a 300-yard walk to water.


Campsite 4E3 (3*) is a hiker-only site about 200 yards up the trail to Observation Peak. This private site has a good view of Cascade Lake, but you have to haul water up from the stream along the trail.


Campsite 4E4 (1*) is a mixed site southeast of the lake. It’s a private site (about 200 yards off the trail) with the food area and sleeping area separated by a marshy meadow, which means early in the year you might get your feet wet every time you go between the food area and tent site. Marginal view and water source.


Grebe Lake: All four Grebe Lake campsites are excellent, located along the shore of the lake (the readily accessible water source) with good views.


Campsite 4G2 (5*) is the only hiker-only site at Grebe Lake. It’s a private site on the south side of the lake. Great view from the food area, and you can almost fish from camp.


Campsite 4G3 (4*) is a not-so-private, mixed site right along the trail on the north side of Grebe Lake. If you’re an angler, you can almost fish from camp. No campfires allowed.


Campsite 4G4 (5*) is nestled in the trees on the north side of the lake. This private, mixed site doesn’t appear to get much use from stock parties.


Campsite 4G5 (5*) is very similar to 4G4.


Wolf Lake: Campsite 4G6 (5*) is about 50 yards north of the trail on the edge of the meadow that holds Wolf Lake. It’s a semiprivate, mixed site with a good view of the lake, an easy water source, and good tent sites.


Campsite 4G7 (3*) is an exposed, hiker-only site on the south side of the trail on the west side of the outlet. Lacks privacy. Good view of the lake and an easy water source.


Norris Meadows: Campsite 4F1 (5*) is incorrectly marked as 4N1 on some older maps. This private, hiker-only site is on a small bench overlooking Norris Meadows—ideal for wildlife watching. Good water source and tent sites. This trail gets little use, so you probably won’t see many people coming through the meadow.


Observation Peak: Campsite 4P1 (3*) is an unusual campsite. It’s a hiker-only site essentially on the summit of Observation Peak. You don’t have a view from camp, but it’s only about 50 yards to the summit, where you get an incredible view of the Yellowstone River Valley. Lots of tent sites but no water source unless you get there early enough in the year to find snowbanks. Otherwise be sure to carry enough water with you for your overnight stay.






Backcountry Campsites GPS Coordinates, Northwest Section




	ID
	TYPE
	CAMPSITE NAME
	LATITUDE
	LONGITUDE





	WA1
	Mixed
	Gneiss Creek
	N44° 46' 38.094"
	W111° 1' 57.149"



	WB1
	Foot
	Gallatin River
	N44° 55' 25.322"
	W110° 58' 0.406"



	WB6
	Foot
	Gallatin River
	N44° 54' 55.080"
	W110° 56' 1.418"



	WC2
	Foot
	Fan Creek
	N44° 58' 12.037"
	W111° 0' 47.322"



	WD1
	Foot
	E Fork Specimen Creek
	N45° 1' 42.029"
	W110° 58' 43.504"



	WD2
	Mixed
	Sportsman Lake
	N45° 0' 49.180"
	W 110° 54' 12.477"



	WD3
	Foot
	Sportsman Lake
	N45° 0' 55.312"
	W110° 54' 1.941"



	WD4
	Foot
	High Lake
	N45° 3' 19.714"
	W110° 56' 16.518"



	WD5
	Mixed
	High Lake
	N45° 3' 28.663"
	W110° 56' 25.300"



	WE1
	Mixed
	Specimen Creek Junction
	N45° 1' 43.802"
	W111° 2' 44.676"



	WE4
	Foot
	Specimen Creek
	N45° 3' 49.840"
	W111° 1' 21.126"



	WE5
	Foot
	Shelf Lake
	N45° 5' 30.484"
	W111° 0' 43.089"



	WE6
	Foot
	Crescent Lake
	N45° 3' 41.973"
	W110° 59' 44.498"



	WE7
	Foot
	Shelf Lake
	N45° 5' 28.652"
	W111° 0' 51.529"



	WF1
	Mixed
	Black Butte Creek
	N45° 3' 11.462"
	W111° 5' 27.476"



	WF2
	Mixed
	Upper Dailey Creek
	N45° 5' 27.165"
	W111° 6' 22.613"



	1A1
	Mixed
	Lower Blacktail Creek
	N44° 58' 46.945"
	W110° 35' 36.405"



	1A2
	Foot
	Rescue Creek
	N44° 58' 55.946"
	W110° 37' 27.614"



	1A3
	Foot
	Lava Creek
	N44° 57' 0.625"
	W110° 39' 20.465"



	1B1
	Foot
	Bighorn Pass Trail
	N44° 53' 13.996"
	W110° 45' 1.892"



	1C1
	Foot
	Straight Creek South
	N44° 49' 32.990"
	W110° 46' 10.439"



	1C2
	Mixed
	Straight Creek North
	N44° 50' 3.364"
	W110° 45' 58.213"



	1C4
	Mixed
	Winter Creek
	N44° 48' 43.722"
	W110° 47' 48.852"



	1C5
	Mixed
	Winter Creek Southwest
	N44° 48' 30.251"
	W110° 47' 54.792"



	1F2
	Foot
	Fawn Lake
	N44° 57' 25.820"
	W110° 47' 55.389"



	1G2
	Foot
	Gardners Hole
	N44° 57' 7.737"
	W110° 46' 53.605"



	1G3
	Foot
	Gardner River
	N44° 58' 19.533"
	W110° 48' 32.077"



	1G4
	Foot
	Upper Gardner River
	N44° 58' 27.926"
	W110° 48' 41.376"



	1R1
	Mixed
	W Cottonwood Creek
	N44° 59' 33.893"
	W110° 30' 59.406"



	1R2
	Foot
	E Cottonwood Creek
	N44° 59' 31.276"
	W110° 30' 49.891"



	1R3
	Mixed
	Little Cottonwood Creek
	N44° 59' 25.032"
	W110° 29' 1.450"



	1Y1
	Foot
	Yellowstone River Trail
	N45° 0' 49.950"
	W110° 37' 36.095"



	1Y2
	Foot
	Yellowstone River Trail
	N45° 0' 56.308"
	W110° 36' 34.962"



	1Y4
	Foot
	Crevice Lake
	N45° 0' 14.639"
	W110° 34' 51.721"



	1Y5
	Foot
	Yellowstone River Bridge
	N44° 59' 46.632"
	W110° 34' 27.844"



	1Y6
	Foot
	E Blacktail Cabin
	N44° 59' 37.721"
	W110° 34' 15.125"



	1Y7
	Mixed
	Yellowstone River Trail
	N44° 59' 31.567"
	W110° 33' 25.059"



	1Y8
	Foot
	Oxbow Creek
	N44° 59' 31.321"
	W110° 33' 53.587"



	1Y9
	Foot
	Yellowstone River Trail
	N44° 59' 36.887"
	W110° 32' 49.243"



	4D1
	Foot
	Ice Lake North
	N44° 43' 20.909"
	W110° 37' 54.996"



	4D2
	Foot
	Ice Lake East
	N44° 43' 19.330"
	W110° 37' 13.134"



	4D3
	Foot
	Ice Lake South
	N44° 43' 12.447"
	W110° 37' 58.965"



	4G7
	Foot
	Wolf Lake
	N44° 44' 36.291"
	W110° 35' 9.246"



	4G6
	Mixed
	Wolf Lake
	N44° 44' 44.034"
	W110° 34' 50.679"



	4G5
	Mixed
	Grebe Lake
	N44° 45' 13.142"
	W 110° 33' 51.644"



	4G4
	Mixed
	Grebe Lake
	N44° 45' 19.076"
	W110° 33' 35.634"



	4G3
	Mixed
	Grebe Lake
	N44° 45' 14.772"
	W110° 33' 8.111"



	4G2
	Foot
	Grebe Lake
	N44° 44' 57.272"
	W110° 33' 20.550"



	4E2
	Foot
	Cascade Lake
	N44° 44' 59.172"
	W110° 31' 40.624"



	4E3
	Foot
	Cascade Lake
	N44° 45' 22.354"
	W110° 31' 27.322"



	4E4
	Mixed
	Cascade Lake
	N44° 45' 18.307"
	W110° 31' 1.242"



	4P1
	Foot
	Observation Peak
	N44° 46' 17.609"
	W110° 32' 46.734"



	4F1
	Foot
	Norris Meadows
	N44° 43' 48.150"
	W110° 39' 51.139"











Backcountry Campsites, Northeast


These campsites serve backpacking trips in the northeast section of the park and are on the Trails Illustrated Tower/Canyon map. Stock-party-only or boat-only sites are not included.


Please keep in mind that the rating serves as a general guide only. We visited most of these campsites only once, and it might have been an especially good or especially bad day. For example, campsites clouded with bugs in July may be bug-free in September, and campsites without a view on a rainy day might have a good view on a clear day.


Some campsites allow campfires; all campsites have bear poles.


Coyote Creek: Campsite 2C1 (4*) is a private, hiker-only site right along Coyote Creek. Good water source and tent sites. Protected from the elements. Marginal view.


Campsite 2C2 (4*) is similar to 2C1 with a slightly better view but less privacy (only about 50 yards off-trail).


Buffalo Plateau: Campsite 2B1 (4*) is a very private site (as private as they get, if not hard to find). Good water source and tent spots. Decent view. Plenty of wood for your campfire.


Hellroaring Creek: All nine campsites along Hellroaring Creek are excellent hiker-only sites. It’s difficult to see on the Trails Illustrated map, but the odd- numbered campsites are on the west side of the stream and the even-numbered on the east side. All the sites are close to Hellroaring Creek, with the stream serving as a readily accessible water source. None of the campsites allow campfires, but these campsites (as well as others farther down the river) prove that you can have a five-star camping experience without a campfire.


Campsite 2H1 (5*) is at the confluence of Hellroaring Creek and the Yellowstone and has all the elements of a great campsite.


Campsite 2H2 (5*) is also right at the confluence and even has a beach for lounging on a hot day. Tent sites are somewhat limited, so you might be tempted to pitch your tent on the beach, which would be a bad idea if it rained up in the headwaters of Hellroaring Creek.


Campsite 2H3 (4*) is about a quarter mile from the main trail and has a great view from the food area under a spreading spruce tree. Even though there is a trail going around the campsite, hikers going to 2H1 might pass through your camp.


Campsite 2H4 (4*) is on your left as you approach Hellroaring Creek. In fact the trail naturally goes downstream toward campsites 2H4 and 2H2, so you might accidentally see this site when you’re looking for the ford. It’s a private site except for people going to 2H2, who come right through your camp.


Campsite 2H5 (4*) is similar to 2H6, but it doesn’t have quite as nice a food area or view, and you have to labor down a very steep slope to get there.


Campsite 2H6 (4*) is on your right about a half mile up Hellroaring Creek. It’s private, and the food area and the view are slightly better than 2H5, which is just upstream on the other side of the creek.


Campsite 2H7 (4*) is not quite as private as other campsites along Hellroaring Creek (about 100 yards off-trail), but it is similar to the other sites in most respects. It lacks a well-defined food area.


Campsite 2H8 (4*) is a private, hiker-only site about a half mile north of the Hellroaring footbridge on a good spur trail right at the confluence of Hellroaring and Coyote Creeks. Good water source. No campfires allowed.


Campsite 2H9 (3*) was closed when we hiked Hellroaring Creek because a lightning fire had burned right through the campsite. However, the National Park Service has reopened it. It’s a hiker-only site about 50 feet off the trail on the west bank of Hellroaring Creek. Good water source and fair view but a little too close to the trail.


Pebble Creek: Campsite 3P1 (4*) is a very private, hiker-only site at the bottom of a huge meadow along the creek about a quarter mile from the trail. Easy access to water, good tent sites, and a good view.


Campsites 3P2 (4*) and 3P3 (4*) are private, hiker-only sites used heavily by backpackers making a two-day trip out of Pebble Creek or coming over Bliss Pass. Both are on a forested bench on the south side of Pebble Creek about 200 yards from the trail. Both have fair views, good tent sites, and easy water access. Campsite 3P2 can accommodate a larger group than 3P3.


Campsite 3P4 (3*) is a private, mixed site in the meadows of Upper Pebble Creek. It has a great view of this gorgeous valley and has lots of tent sites, but it’s a bothersome distance to water. Used by horse outfitters.


Campsite 3P5 (4*) is a private, hiker-only site on the north bank of Pebble Creek just after the ford at the upper end of the valley (coming in from the Warm Springs Trailhead). Well suited for an easy out-and-back overnighter from Warm Springs. Fair view, good tent sites, and easy access to water.


Slough Creek: All the campsites in Slough Creek are very popular, so get your reservation in early. Even though the NPS has placed an above-average number of campsites here, they still go months in advance. Only campsite 2S1 is mixed (private horse parties only; no commercial outfitters). The other four sites are hiker-only, but regulations prohibit large parties at any of them. Campsites 2S1 and 2S6 are probably the nicest, but it’s unlikely you’ll be disappointed with any of the sites.


Campsite 2S1 (5*) is a private site right along Slough Creek about a half mile off the main trail on a defined spur trail. It’s a short bushwhack and a ford of the creek to reach McBride Lake. Nice view, good water source, and lots of tent sites.


Campsite 2S2 (3*) is a not-so-private site on Plateau Creek about 1 mile from Slough Creek. It has a good water source but limited tent sites and marginal view.


Campsite 2S3 (4*) is a not-so-private site on an unnamed tributary of Slough Creek, which is about 1 mile away. Great view of entire valley; good water source and tent sites.


Campsite 2S4 (2*) is a private site at the confluence of Elk Tongue and Slough Creeks. Limited view and tent sites; marginal water source.


Campsite 2S6 (5*) is a semiprivate site on a bench above the trail with a great view of the Slough Creek Valley. Good water source and tent sites.


Agate Creek: Campsite 2Y1 (2*), a hiker-only site, is closed until July 15. About a quarter mile or so from the river but close to the creek. The banks of the creek are too steep to get water, so you have to haul water from the river. Marginal view; adequate tent sites. The trail goes right through the campsite.


Cache Creek: All three campsites are private, mixed sites along Cache Creek, with good water sources and plenty of tent sites.


Campsite 3C2 (3*) also has a good view of the valley, but it’s farther south than indicated on some maps.


Campsite 3C3 (3*) has a nice view of the Cache Creek Valley.


Campsite 3C4 (3*) is a lightly used site with a great view of the Thunderer and almost unused tent sites; difficult to find (no sign when we were there).


Lamar River: All campsites along the Lamar River Trail allow campfires unless special regulations are in effect. Some campsites have been moved in recent years, and the high water of 1996 affected some sites, so check with the ranger before heading out.


Campsite 3L1 (4*) is a private, hiker-only campsite on the north side of Cache Creek about a quarter mile east of the main trail on a marked route. Fair view, adequate tent sites, good water source. Campfires allowed. Heavily used by anglers, reducing solitude.


Campsite 3L2 (4*) is a private, hiker-only site on the south side of Cache Creek about a half mile off the main trail on a good spur trail and close to the confluence between Cache Creek and the Lamar River. Good view and water source, but the alluvial gravel in the area makes for rocky tent sites. Heavily used by anglers, reducing solitude.


Campsite 3L3 (3*) is a private, hiker-only site about a quarter mile on a good spur trail west of the main trail and close to the Lamar River. Marginal view and good water source, but the obviously well-used tent site is too close to the cooking area and bear pole, so set up the tent on the bench above the cooking area.


Campsite 3L4 (4*) is a private, hiker-only site about a half mile off the trail on an off-trail route that is a little difficult to follow. Right along the river (good water source) but exposed. Great view and adequate tent sites.


Campsite 3L7 (4*) is a private, hiker-only site about a quarter mile from the main trail on a good spur trail. Right along the river, but you can’t see it from the cooking area. Good water source and tent sites nicely separated from cooking area.


Campsite 3L9 was moved to a new location after I hiked this route. Check with the Backcountry Office for details.


Campsites 3L7, 3L9, and 3F1 are close to stock sites. So if you’re disturbed by the sight, sounds, and smells of free-grazing stock (often utilizing bells), you may want to avoid using these campsites—or at least inquire as to their occupancy at the time of obtaining your permit.


Campsite 3U1 (2*) is a very private, mixed site on the west side of the river. You have to ford the river to get to this site. Although a mixed site, it looks mainly set up for stock parties. The cooking area is away from the river, with a marginal view and a fair distance to water. Room for fifty to one hundred tents, but only twenty people are allowed.


Campsite 3U2 (4*) is a private, hiker-only site about a quarter mile off the trail in a grove of live trees (not many green trees along this section of trail!) on a little point in the river offering a great view. A little difficult to find. Good water source and tent sites.


Campsite 3U3 (3*) is a hiker-only site about 100 yards off the main trail on a route marked with orange markers. Good water source and tent sites; a fair view.


Campsite 3U4 is a new campsite near the junction of the Mist Creek and Lamar River Trails. It replaces 3T1, which was eliminated. Ask the Backcountry Office for details.


Campsite 3F1 has been relocated since I hiked this route, so ask the Backcountry Office for details.


Mist Creek Pass: All campsites along the Mist Creek Pass Trail allow campfires. Campsite 3T2 (5*) is a private, hiker-only site on a bench on the east end of Mist Creek Meadows—a perfect setup for wildlife watching from camp. Slightly nicer than 3T3. Terrific view west across the meadows and up to Mist Creek Pass. Fair water source and good tent sites.


Campsite 3T3 (5*) is a private, mixed site about a half mile south of the trail on an off-trail route in a grove of live trees on the south edge of Mist Creek Meadows. Not quite as nice as 3T2, but still a great campsite. Great view from the cooking area. Good water source and tent sites.


Broad Creek: All six campsites along Broad Creek are mixed with good water sources. Go for campsite 4B1 or 4B2 only if you like to get very secluded and don’t mind bushwhacking. No bear poles at campsites 4B1, 4B2, or 4B3 when we were there, but the NPS has probably added them since then.


Campsite 4B1 (2*) is a totally secluded site that can be hard to find. Off-trail route and no sign when we were there. Overgrown and apparently receives very little use. Adequate tent sites and fair view. Nearby thermal features.


Campsite 4B2 (2*) is also totally secluded but easier to find than 4B1. Adequate view and marginal tent sites. The NPS plans to relocate this campsite, so ask a ranger for details before picking this site.


Campsite 4B3 (3*) is a private site not far from the trail. Decent view but marginal tent sites.


Campsite 4B4 (2*) is a not-so-private site right along the trail. Nice view and plenty of good tent sites.


Campsite 5B1 (5*) is a private site about 400 yards off the trail on the other side of the stream. Not quite as good a view as 5B2 and a slightly longer walk to water. A mixed site that also allows stock parties.


Campsite 5B2 (4*) is a not-so-private site along Broad Creek and right along the trail. Nice view; good tent sites. A mixed site that also allows stock parties.


Wapiti Lake: The two campsites at Wapiti Lake are quite close together. Campsite 4W2 (4*) is a mixed site right next to the trail. Good water source (the lake); adequate tent sites. Good view of lake.


Campsite 4W3 (3*) is also a mixed site right by the trail similar to 4W2 except the view is marginal. Can see into the other campsite. Good water source and tent sites.


Moss Creek: Campsite 4M2 (3*) is a fairly private, mixed site along Moss Creek. About 100 feet to water. No view; good tent sites.


Mount Washburn: Campsite 4E1 (2*) is a private site on the edge of a meadow.


No view; good tent sites. Good water source, a small stream right through camp.


Sevenmile Hole: All three campsites at Sevenmile Hole are private, hiker-only sites that use the river as a water source.


Campsite 4C1 (4*) is about 40 feet above the river, which makes getting water a little treacherous. Tent sites are on course gravel. Terrific view.


Campsite 4C2 (4*) is more in the trees; you don’t get the great view right from camp, but you can with a short walk. Excellent tent sites.


Campsite 4C3 (3*) is similar to the other two sites but more private.


Ribbon Lake: Campsite 4R1 (3*) is a not-so-private, hiker-only site. Close enough to the trail to get a fair amount of use from day hikers. Good water source; good view of the lake. Adequate tent sites.


Campsite 4R2 (4*) is a more private, hiker-only site at the far end of the lake. The lake is marshier at this site. Good tent sites and view.


Wrangler Lake: Campsite 4W1 (3*) is a mixed site on the left side of the lake. Marginal view. About 200 feet to water. Adequate tent sites closer to the lake.






Backcountry Campsites GPS Coordinates, Northeast Section





	ID
	TYPE
	CAMPSITE NAME
	LATITUDE
	LONGITUDE





	2C1
	Foot
	Coyote Creek
	N45° 0' 2.393"
	W110° 25' 1.599"



	2C2
	Foot
	Coyote Creek
	N45° 0' 32.200"
	W110° 24' 28.610"



	2B1
	Mixed
	Buffalo Plateau
	N45° 1' 0.288"
	W110° 22' 40.250"



	2H1
	Foot
	N Yell/Hell Confluence
	N44° 58' 28.567"
	W110° 28' 30.402"



	2H2
	Foot
	S Yell/Hell Confluence
	N44° 58' 24.989"
	W110° 28' 31.034"



	2H3
	Foot
	Hellroaring Creek
	N44° 58' 19.672"
	W110° 27' 31.475"



	2H4
	Foot
	Hellroaring Creek
	N44° 58' 30.091"
	W110° 27' 48.529"



	2H5
	Foot
	Hellroaring Creek
	N44° 58' 39.651"
	W110° 26' 34.180"



	2H6
	Foot
	Hellroaring Creek
	N44° 58' 36.085"
	W110° 26' 37.419"



	2H7
	Foot
	Hellroaring Creek
	N44° 59' 0.638"
	W110° 25' 58.813"



	2H8
	Foot
	Hellroaring Creek
	N44° 59' 39.436"
	W110° 25' 40.555"



	2H9
	Foot
	Hellroaring Creek
	N45° 0' 31.623"
	W110° 26' 2.546"



	3P1
	Foot
	Pebble Creek
	N44° 57' 32.345"
	W110° 7' 6.916"



	3P2
	Foot
	Bliss Pass Junction
	N44° 59' 41.255"
	W110° 6' 36.964"



	3P3
	Foot
	Bliss Pass Junction
	N45° 0' 4.335"
	W110° 6' 25.210"



	3P4
	Mixed
	Upper Pebble Creek
	N45° 1' 16.528"
	W110° 4' 40.141"



	3P5
	Foot
	Upper Pebble Creek
	N45° 1' 8.430"
	W110° 3' 23.252"



	2S1
	Mixed
	Lower Slough Creek
	N44° 58' 12.054"
	W110° 14' 11.280"



	2S2
	Foot
	Lower Slough Creek
	N44° 57' 56.735"
	W110° 13' 41.383"



	2S3
	Foot
	Slough Creek
	N44° 58' 34.973"
	W110° 12' 44.003"



	2S4
	Foot
	Slough Creek
	N44° 59' 24.041"
	W110° 12' 14.263"



	2S6
	Foot
	Upper Slough Creek
	N45° 0' 9.536"
	W110° 11' 6.974"



	2Y1
	Foot
	Agate Creek
	N44° 51' 7.200"
	W110° 21' 29.590"



	3L1
	Mixed
	North Lower Cache Creek
	N44° 49' 52.544"
	W110° 8' 35.833"



	3L2
	Foot
	South Lower Cache Creek
	N44° 49' 51.926"
	W110° 8' 57.250"



	3L3
	Foot
	Lower Lamar
	N44° 48' 48.031"
	W110° 8' 33.095"



	3L4
	Foot
	Lower Lamar
	N44° 48' 27.176"
	W110° 8' 7.159"



	3L7
	Foot
	Yellowstone River Bridge
	N44° 59' 46.632"
	W110° 34' 27.844"



	3L9
	Foot
	Cold Creek
	N44° 40' 45.565"
	W110° 3' 8.709"



	3U1
	Mixed
	Warm Spring Meadow
	N44° 43' 47.851"
	W110° 5' 16.543"



	3U2
	Foot
	Middle Lamar
	N44° 45' 12.503"
	W110° 5' 49.406"



	3U3
	Foot
	Lower Willow Creek
	N44° 42' 8.362"
	W110° 4' 48.975"



	3U4
	Mixed
	Lamar River/Mist Creek
	N44° 40' 44.652"
	W110° 3' 27.581"



	3F1
	Mixed
	Lower Willow Creek
	N44° 43' 5.212"
	W110° 5' 9.784"



	3T2
	Mixed
	Mist Creek Meadows
	N44° 37' 18.217"
	W110° 7' 5.952"



	3T3
	Mixed
	Mist Creek Pass
	N44° 36' 49.234"
	W110° 8' 1.844"



	4B1
	Foot
	Joseph Coat Spring
	N44° 44' 6.950"
	W110° 19' 20.881"



	4B2
	Foot
	Joseph Coat Spring
	N44° 44' 6.950"
	W110° 19' 20.881"



	4B3
	Mixed
	Broad Creek
	N44° 43' 48.659"
	W110° 18' 11.425"



	4B4
	Mixed
	Broad Creek
	N44° 42' 38.769"
	W110° 16' 55.402"



	5B1
	Mixed
	Broad Creek
	N44° 42' 41.797"
	W110° 16' 24.297"



	5B2
	Mixed
	Broad Creek
	N44° 41' 10.806"
	W110° 15' 58.453"



	4W2
	Mixed
	Broad Creek
	N44° 41' 51.540"
	W110° 15' 40.246"



	4W3
	Foot
	Wapiti Lake
	N44° 43' 12.721"
	W110° 15' 19.957"



	4M2
	Foot
	Wapiti Lake
	N44° 43' 16.268"
	W110° 15' 17.130"



	4E1
	Mixed
	Moss Creek
	N44° 43' 36.361"
	W110° 21' 45.306"



	4C1
	Foot
	Washburn Meadows
	N44° 46' 39.143"
	W110° 24' 40.214"



	4C2
	Foot
	Old Sevenmile Hole
	N44° 44' 53.769"
	W110° 24' 49.951"



	4C3
	Foot
	Sevenmile Hole
	N44° 45' 11.971"
	W110° 24' 19.382"



	4R1
	Foot
	Sevenmile Hole
	N44° 45' 18.150"
	W110° 24' 4.972"



	4R2
	Foot
	Ribbon Lake
	N44° 43' 27.705"
	W110° 26' 59.452"



	4W1
	Foot
	Ribbon Lake
	N44° 43' 34.033"
	W110° 26' 51.181"



	4W1
	Mixed
	Wrangler Lake
	N44° 41' 6.409"
	W110° 26' 10.770"











Backcountry Campsites, Southwest


These campsites serve backpacking trips in the southwest section of the park and are on the Old Faithful Trails Illustrated map. Stock party–only or boat-only sites are not included.


Please keep in mind that the rating serves as a general guide only. We visited most of these campsites only once, and it might have been an especially good or especially bad day. For example, campsites clouded with bugs in July may be bug-free in September, and campsites without a view on a rainy day might have a good view on a clear day.


Some campsites allow campfires; all campsites have bear poles.


Beula Lake: Campsite 8A1 (4*) would be rated 5 * if it wasn’t so close to the end of the trail where it comes into the lake, limiting privacy. Hiker-only site. Great view of the lake and an easy water source from the lake. Good tent sites. Finding more than one good tent site might be a challenge. No campfires.


Campsite 8A2 (4*) is a similar hiker-only site about a quarter mile down the lake-shore from 8A1, which gives it more privacy, but people going along the lake still go right by your camp. Limited tent sites after rejecting the one that’s too close to the food area. Bear pole nicely located away from tent sites. Great view of lake and a good water source. No campfires.


Shoshone Lake: Shoshone Lake has lots of campsites, but more than half of them are reserved for boaters. These campsites are covered in another FalconGuide, Paddling Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks. No campfires permitted at any Shoshone Lake campsites, but sites 8M1 and 8M2 are not on the lake and allow campfires.


Campsite 8S1 (4*) is a large, two-party site open to hikers and boaters. Limit of eight people per party. Right on the trail, so limited privacy from trail users. About 100 feet from patrol cabin. Good view of lake. Good water source and tent sites. Toilet.


Campsite 8S2 (3*) is open to both hikers and boaters and is right on the trail, so no privacy from other trail users. Cooking area next to lake. Reasonably good view of the lake. Adequate tent sites; toilet. Good water source.


Campsite 8S3 (3*) is very similar to 8S2 but restricted to hikers only.


Campsite 8R2 (4*) is a private site (about a quarter mile off the trail) open to both hikers and boaters. Nice view. Cooking area on a cliff above the lake. Toilet. Good water source and adequate tent sites.


Campsite 8R3 (3*) is a private, hiker-only site about a quarter mile off the trail. Cooking area right on the lake with a nice view. Have to climb a hill to get to toilet and tent sites. Good water source.


Campsite 8R5 (5*) is a private, hiker-only site out on a peninsula almost a half mile from the trail. Great view. Easy water source. Toilet. Nice tent sites.


Campsite 8T1 (3*) is a not-so-private, hiker-only site right on the trail. The tent sites are up a small hill right








































































































Afterword: The Value of Guidebooks


It has been whispered here and there—usually by “locals”—that books like this are a bad idea. The theory goes something like this: Guidebooks bring more people into the wilderness; more people cause more environmental damage; and the wildness we all seek gradually evaporates.


I used to think like that too. Here’s why I changed my mind.


I wrote and published my first guidebook in 1979 (Hiking Montana); some of my hiking buddies disapproved. Since then I’ve written ten more hiking guides and published several hundred from other authors, and I’m very proud of it. I also hope these books have greatly increased wilderness use.


Experienced hikers tend to have a lofty attitude toward the inexperienced masses. They think anybody who wants to backpack can buy a topo map, compass, and GPS unit and find their own way through the wilderness. But the fact is, most beginning backpackers want a guide. Sometimes they prefer a living, breathing guide to show them the way and help them build confidence, but most of the time newcomers can get by with a trail guide like this book.


All FalconGuides (and most guidebooks published by other publishers) encourage wilderness users to respect and support the protection of wild country. Sometimes this is direct editorializing. Sometimes this invitation takes the more subtle form of simply helping people experience wilderness. And it’s a rare person who leaves the wilderness without a firmly planted passion for wild country—and waiting for a chance to vote for more of it.


In classes on backpacking taught for the Yellowstone Institute, I’ve taken hundreds of people into the wilderness. Some had on a backpack for the first time. Some weren’t convinced that we need more wilderness, but they were all convinced when they arrived back at the trailhead. Many, many times I’ve seen it happen without saying a single word about wilderness-preservation efforts.


It doesn’t take preaching. Instead we just need to get people into the wilderness, where the essence of wildness sneaks up on them and takes root, and before you know it, the ranks of those who support wilderness have grown.


Yes, overcrowding is already a problem in some places and will be in others. But the answer to overcrowded, overused wilderness is not limiting use of wilderness and restrictive regulations. The answer is more wilderness. A trampled campsite is ugly, to be sure, but it can be rested and reclaimed. Overuse is a short-term problem. Once roads are built and cabins go up, the land no longer qualifies for wilderness designation.


How can we convince people to support more wilderness when they have never experienced wilderness? In my opinion, we can’t. Without the support of people who experience wilderness, there will be no more wilderness. So it follows that the more people who experience wilderness, the more support there will be for wilderness.



[image: fig_384_1.jpg]
The sun sets on the magnificent Hayden Valley. COURTESY OF NPS, J. SCHMIDT




That’s why we need guidebooks. And that’s why I changed my mind. I believe guidebooks have done as much or more to build support for wilderness as pro-wilderness organizations have done through political and public relations efforts.


And if that isn’t enough, here’s another key value of guidebooks. Most guidebooks contain sections on zero-impact ethics and wilderness safety. Guidebooks provide an ideal medium for communicating such vital information.


In forty-five years of backpacking, I’ve seen dramatic changes in how backpackers care for wilderness. I’ve seen it go from appalling to exceptional. Today almost everybody walks softly in the wilderness; you can hardly find a tissue or gum wrapper on a weeklong hike. And I believe the information contained in guidebooks has been partly responsible for this positive change.


Having said all that, I hope many thousands of people use this book to enjoy a fun-filled vacation hiking and backpacking Yellowstone—and then, of course, vote for wilderness preservation the rest of their lives.


—Bill Schneider





Yellowstone Forever

Yellowstone Forever builds upon the nearly one-hundred-year legacy that began in 1933 with the Yellowstone Library and Museum Association. They raise money to fund priority projects that protect Yellowstone’s ecosystem and wildlife, preserve the park’s heritage, history and trails, and enhance visitor education and experiences. They offer educational programs for visitors of all ages through the Yellowstone Forever Institute and operate eleven educational park stores in and around Yellowstone.


To learn more about Yellowstone Forever’s educational programs and products, or to become a member, please visit Yellowstone.org or call (406) 848-2400.
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The grizzly is king of the mountain in Yellowstone. COURTESY OF NPS, RICHARD LAKE





[image: fig_386_1.jpg]
Morning Glory Pool in the Upper Geyser Basin








About the Authors: The Team Approach


Yellowstone National Park is a big place—actually too big for one person to hike all the trails in one year. So to research this book, we employed the team approach. Five of us hiked about 850 miles of trails in Yellowstone in one summer. The primary author and editor is Bill Schneider, who has spent forty years hiking trails all across America and authored or coauthored twenty outdoor books, including eleven hiking guides.
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Bill Schneider on Electric Pass




During college in the late 1960s, Bill worked on a trail crew in Glacier National Park. He then spent the 1970s publishing the Montana Outdoors magazine for the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks and covering as many miles of trails as possible on weekends and holidays. In 1979 Bill and his partner, Mike Sample, founded Falcon Publishing and released two guidebooks that first year. Bill wrote one of them, Hiking Montana, which over forty years later is still in print. Along the way, on a part-time basis over a span of twelve years, Bill taught classes on bicycling, back-packing, zero-impact camping, and hiking in bear country for the Yellowstone Institute, a nonprofit educational organization in Yellowstone Park, now part of Yellowstone Forever.
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Russ Schneider in Nez Perce Creek




For twenty-one years, Bill worked as publisher at FalconGuides (now an imprint of The Globe Pequot Publishing Group, Inc.) and established it as the premier national publisher of recreational guidebooks, with more than 800 titles in print. Now he’s hopelessly retired and does as little work as possible.


Russ Schneider (Bill’s son) worked at Glacier Wilderness Guides as a hiking and fishing guide for eight years and has authored two books himself, Hiking the Columbia River Gorge and Fishing Glacier National Park, and coauthored two others, Hiking Montana and Backpacking Tips.
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Derek Sonderegger, Greg Schneider, Carrie Bowen (left to right) on South Boundary Trail




Carrie Bowen, Derek Sonderegger, and Greg Schneider (also Bill’s son) were students at Montana State University in Bozeman, Montana, when this book was researched and written.


Former Falcon employees Randall Green and Ric Bourie hiked and provided information for the Mallard Lake hike.
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/ 7. First-Aid Kit

/»( @ Supplies to treat illness or injury are only as

\K\ @ helpful as your knowledge of how to use
them. Take a class to gain the skills needed to

administer first aid and CPR.
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8. Knife or Multi-Tool
With countless uses, a multi-tool can help with
gear repair and first aid.

9. Sun Protection

Sunscreen, sunglasses, and sun-protective
0 6@ clothing should be used in every season
/ regardless of temperature or cloud cover.

10. Shelter
Protection from the elements in the event you are
injured or stranded is necessary. A lightweight,

inexpensive space blanket is a great option.

Find other helpful resources at AmericanHiking.org/hiking-resources

PROTECT THE PLACES YOU LOVE TO HIKE.

Become a member today and take $5 off
an annual membership using the code Falcon5.

AmericanHiking.org/join
e AR N

American Hiking Society is the only national nonprofit
organization dedicated to empowering all to enjoy,
share, and preserve the hiking experience.
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American Hiking Society recommends you pack the “Ten
Essentials” every time you head out for a hike. Whether you plan
to be gone for a couple of hours or several months, make sure to

pack these items. Become familiar with these items and know how
to use them.

1. Appropriate Footwear

Happy feet make for pleasant hiking. Think about
traction, support, and protection when selecting
well-fitting shoes or boots.

2. Navigation

While phones and GPS units are handy, they
aren’t always reliable in the backcountry; consider
carrying a paper map and compass as a backup
and know how to use them.

3. Water (and a way to purify it)

As a guideline, plan for half a liter of water per
hour in moderate temperatures/terrain. Carry
enough water for your trip and know where and
how to treat water while you’re out on the trail.

4. Food

Pack calorie-dense foods to help fuel your hike,
and carry an extra portion in case you are out
longer than expected.

5. Rain Gear & Dry-Fast Layers N
The weatherman is not always right. Dress in layers @
to adjust to changing weather and activity levels.

Wear moisture-wicking clothes and carry a warm hat. E

Have means to start an emergency fire, signal for
help, and see the trail and your map in the dark.

©—, 6. Safety Items (light, fire, and a whistle) W
5@ )
)S t\
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