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AUTHOR’S NOTE
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I am taking this opportunity to thank all my friends and family’s members who never quit on me and are always willing to listen to no matter what I share. Your supports are more than a light for me. They are a vision that keeps me going.

This work is created for a documentation’s purpose. It is undeniable that powerful people are working hard to protect their interests. We are not looking for any confrontations but simply archive the truth and facts that we have witnessed. 

There are always two sides on a history and sometimes, they both pull out some truth, reason, judgement, and a good one is needed to see through deception and cunning victimization.

We are opened to bring any change to this manual that will reflect on the next book as this one is already final. We appreciate your taste of readings and to keep the mind sharp, we recommend you this book for your exploration.

I thank my wife Caroline Phillip and my Two daughters who are always whispering close to my ears making me feel wonderful. I love you, Caroline, you are my Guardian Angel.   

Jaredel Tshilombo, Thetford Mines, Québec, 2026
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Introduction
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October 7, 2023, marked a devastating turning point in the Israeli - Palestinian conflict. On that day, Hamas launched a surprise and unprecedented attack on southern Israel, initiating what has become one of the deadliest and most destructive wars in the region’s history. 

We have crafted a powerful, multi-chapter book that explores the events of October 7 and the war that followed—through a lens that is human, historical, and emotionally resonant. With twelve chapters, you will have room to explore not just the facts, but the stories behind them: the lives interrupted, the politics entangled, and the futures reshaped.

This book is a powerful, human-centered exploration of the war that erupted on October 7, 2023, and the devastating months that followed. We will tell the story through a blend of historical narrative, personal testimony, and emotional truth—grounded in real events but shaped by your vision.

This book is a voice for those who were silenced, a mirror for those who watched, and a record for those who must never forget!
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Chapter Titles:
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	October 7 – The day the world changed.

	The Breach – How Hamas broke through and what followed.

	Hostages and Horror – The human cost of abduction

	Retaliation – Israel’s declaration of war and the first wave of destruction

	Gaza Under Siege – Bombardment, starvation, and survival

	The Children of the Rubble – Young lives lost and fractured.

	The Journalists Who Stayed – Bearing witness in the deadliest war for media

	Ceasefire and Collapse – Brief hope, broken talks

	The War of Memory – Competing narratives and historical trauma

	Voices from the Crater – First-person accounts from Gaza and Israel

	The Global Mirror – How the world watched, reacted, and failed.

	The Politics of Pain – Power, silence, and the machinery of war
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PREFACE.

The Memory of Fire
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This book was born in the silence after the sirens.

It began not with a headline, but with a whisper—of a mother searching for her child in the rubble, of a soldier staring at an empty bunk, of a journalist filming their final frame. It began with grief. And with the refusal to let grief be forgotten.

The Memory of Fire is not a history book. It is a reckoning. It does not seek balance—it seeks truth. And truth, in war, is never symmetrical. It is jagged. It is personal. It is political. It is sacred.

This book tells the story of the 2023–2025 war between Israel and Gaza through the voices of those who lived it, those who died in it, and those who watched from afar. It is built from testimony, memory, and ash. It is not neutral. It is not safe. It is not finished.

Each chapter is a crater. Each page, a candle. Each name, a monument.

You will meet children who drew stars in shelters. Mothers who boiled leaves for soup. Medics who stitched wounds with no anesthesia. Journalists who filmed until the end. You will hear from both sides of the wall. And you will see that the wall was never enough. For the ones who were erased. For the ones who still speak.  

It is not meant to comfort.

It is meant to remember.
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THE APPROACH

What Happened on October 7, 2023
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	Hamas Assault: In a coordinated land, sea, and air operation called Operation Al-Aqsa Flood, Hamas fighters breached the border between Gaza and Israel. They launched thousands of rockets and infiltrated Israeli territory, attacking civilian communities and military installations.

	Casualties in Israel: Approximately 1,200 people were killed, including hundreds of civilians. Over 250 individuals were taken hostage, many of whom were later used in negotiations for prisoner exchanges.

	Israel’s Response: Israel declared a state of war for the first time since 1973 and launched massive airstrikes on Gaza, followed by a ground invasion. The stated goal was to dismantle Hamas’s infrastructure and rescue hostages.       
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The War That Followed
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	Gaza Casualties: As of September 2025, over 78,000 Palestinians have been reported killed, with tens of thousands more injured. The death toll includes thousands of children, journalists, and civilians caught in bombardments and sieges.

	Humanitarian Crisis: Gaza has faced catastrophic levels of food insecurity. Starvation-related deaths have risen sharply, with hundreds dying from hunger and malnutrition, including children.

	Media Impact: Over 270 journalists have died, making this the deadliest conflict for media personnel in recorded history.
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Global Reaction and Fallout
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	Ceasefires and Negotiations: A brief ceasefire occurred in early 2025, allowing for some hostage exchanges, but talks collapsed and fighting resumed.

	Territorial Control: Israel now controls roughly 75% of Gaza, according to military estimates.

	International Response: While some countries have recognized Palestine or called for peace, global intervention has been limited. The humanitarian situation remains dire.
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Chapter One: October 7

The day the world changed.
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The morning of October 7, 2023, began like any other in southern Israel. Families woke to the hum of routine—coffee brewing, children dressing for school, farmers checking their fields. In Gaza, the air was tense but quiet, as it had been for months. The blockade was still in place. The power flickered. The water was rationed. But the sky was clear.

At 6:30 a.m., that sky filled with fire.

Thousands of rockets launched from Gaza in a coordinated barrage. Within minutes, sirens screamed across Israeli towns. But this was not just another escalation. This was something else.

Hamas fighters breached the border fence in multiple locations, using bulldozers, drones, and paragliders. They stormed into Israeli territory—kibbutzim, towns, military bases. They killed indiscriminately. They took hostages. They livestreamed the assault.

By nightfall, the death toll had climbed into the hundreds. Civilians, soldiers, children. Over 250 people were dragged into Gaza—hostages whose fates would become bargaining chips in a war that had only just begun.

Israel declared a state of war for the first time in fifty years.

The world watched in horror.

But for those on the ground, horror had no time to settle. It was survival. It was chaos. 

It was the beginning of something that would reshape the region, and the century.
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Before the Breach
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The morning of October 7, 2023, began with ordinary silence.

In southern Israel, families stirred to the rhythm of routine. Children dressed for school. Farmers checked their fields. The air was dry, the sky clear. In Gaza, the silence was heavier—more brittle. The blockade had tightened. Electricity flickered. Water was rationed. But the streets were still.

No one knew that history was already cracking.
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The First Sirens
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At 6:30 a.m., the sirens began.

Thousands of rockets launched from Gaza in a coordinated barrage. The sky filled with smoke and fire. In Sderot, Ashkelon, and dozens of other towns, people ran for shelter. But this was not just another escalation. This was something else.
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The Breach
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Hamas fighters stormed the border.

Using bulldozers, drones, motorcycles, and paragliders, they broke through the fence in multiple locations.

They entered Israeli territory—kibbutzim, towns, military bases. They moved fast. They moved violently. They killed indiscriminately. They took hostages. They livestreamed the assault for the world to witness.
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The Shock
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By noon, the death toll was climbing.

Civilians. Soldiers. Children. Over 250 people were dragged into Gaza—hostages whose fates would become bargaining chips in a war that had only just begun.

Israel declared a state of war for the first time in fifty years.

The world watched in horror.
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Voices from the South
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In Kibbutz Be’eri, a woman named Yael hid in her bathroom with her two sons.

“We heard shouting in Arabic. Gunfire. Then silence. Then screaming.” She texted her husband: They are inside. I love you. He never replied.   
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The Hostage Crisis Begins
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The fighters did not just kill. They captured. Families were torn apart. Children were taken. 

Elderly residents were dragged from their homes. Some were filmed. Some were paraded through Gaza streets. The images spread globally within hours.
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The Global Reaction
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Governments condemned the attack. News outlets scrambled to verify footage. Social media exploded with confusion, rage, and misinformation. The scale of the assault stunned even seasoned analysts. This was not a raid. It was a rupture.
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The Intelligence Failure
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Questions emerged. How did Hamas plan such a complex operation without detection? Where was Israeli intelligence? Why were border defenses so easily breached?

The answers were slow. And painful. It turns out that the security as relaxed that day from some unknown reasons. Isreal never looked lightly at anything from that region of the Middle East. They hold with an iron fist any entries or exists with cameras and automatic weapons ready to shoot at the civilian like in a dangerous mental institution.    
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The Emotional Fracture
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In Tel Aviv, vigils began. Candles. Photos. Names.

In Gaza, families braced for retaliation. The air was thick with dread. The war had not officially begun.

But everyone knew it had.
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The First Retaliation
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By nightfall, Israeli jets were in the air.

Airstrikes hit Gaza City, Khan Younis, Rafah. Buildings collapsed. Families died. The cycle of violence, long familiar, had returned with unprecedented force.

But this time, it felt different.
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The Political Shockwave
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Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu declared: “We are at war. Not an operation. Not a round. A war.”

The Knesset convened in emergency session.

The military mobilized.

Reservists were called up. The country braced for escalation.  
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Gaza Reacts
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In Gaza, panic spread.

Hospitals filled. Shelters overflowed. Fuel ran low. The blockade tightened further. Aid agencies warned of catastrophe.

But the people had nowhere to go.
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The First Night
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The first night was long.

Explosions echoed across the region. Families huddled in basements. Children cried. Phones rang with unwelcome news. The sky glowed red.

And the world changed.
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The Numbers Begin
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By morning, the numbers began to solidify.

Over 1,200 Israelis killed.

Thousands injured.

Over 250 hostages taken. In Gaza, hundreds of dead. And counting.  
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The Media Storm
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Journalists flooded the region. Some embedded with troops. Some interviewed survivors.

Some documented the ruins. But many would not survive the war that followed. This would become the deadliest conflict for media in recorded history.
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The Psychological Impact
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In Israel, trauma rippled. The breach shattered a sense of security. In Gaza, fear turned to despair.

The retaliation was swift, brutal, and unrelenting. The war had begun.
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The Historical Echo
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October 7 became a date etched in blood. Like September 11. Like October 6, 1973.

It was not just an attack. It was a turning point. A fracture in the story of the region.
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